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ENGAGING OUR COMMUNITIES  
& BEYOND . . .

I’m sure none of us imagined at this time 
last year the challenges that we would 
face in 2020. From Covid-19 to justice 
issues to politics to church life, all of our 
lives have been rattled. Even in all these 
upheavals there has been the constant 
guiding light given to us by Jesus of the 
great commission to be lived out until the 
“end of the world.”

As best I can see, the world has not yet ended, and we are still to 
be devoted to the task of engaging our communities and beyond 
with the life-changing gospel and love of Jesus Christ. We have 
been blessed this year to see our global presence expanded 
through our missionaries and strategic ministry partners. We have 
seen local ministry expanded through the launch of fellowship 
Seffner and we have attempted to the best of our ability to 
“occupy” until Jesus comes.

2021 is a new beginning and a fresh opportunity for us to engage 
in the mission Jesus has given us. As we are reminded in Scripture, 
“the world passes away, but he that does the will of God abides 
forever” (1 John 2:17). It is my prayer that 2021 will be our most 
focused year ever in proclaiming and advancing the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in our world. One step we are taking in doing this is 
to set aside a series of Sundays this year to focus on our global 
outreach. Each of these Engage Sundays will highlight one of our 
strategic missionary partners and their gospel work so that we 
might keep our hearts and minds on the most pressing issue to 
our church: a world in need of the life-changing message of Jesus! 
Let’s pull together this year like never before to accomplish the 
great task He has given to us until He returns.

With Great Expectations,
Pastor Mike
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2021 STRATEGIC GOALS
1. To train 50 people in our church to share the gospel clearly 

and confidently with others

2. To grow the Seffner campus to a consistent average 
attendance of 100 people weekly

3. To send out 4 teams from our church on missions trips 
this year

4. To continue to prioritize support to our most productive 
missions partners and assist them in fulfilling their gospel 
projects and objectives

5. To take a more strategic place in our partnership with 
Vision with Compassion (Cuba) by moving its headquarters 
to fellowship and Pastor Mike taking a lead role in this 
ministry
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2020 MISSIONS FINANCES
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2020 GOAL RESULTS
FINANCIAL GOALS:

1. To increase our Faith Promise Giving by 10% to $135,000

Result: Our Faith Promise missions giving increased by 18% in 2020 
to $150,000.

2. To raise the support level of our missions partners

Result: Due to the increased missions giving, we were able to 
increase support immediately to needy areas and are prioritizing 
support to key strategic missions partners in 2021.

STRATEGIC GOALS:

1. To evaluate ways of creating and reinforcing stronger and deeper 
partnerships with our missionaries and to take actionable steps to 
accomplish this by the end of the year

Result: We made strides on this goal by evaluating and classifying 
our missionaries into groups based on several criteria. This has 
allowed us to prioritize their needs and create a plan of where and 
which projects our missions funds and trips can best be allocated. 
We will continue to work on this in 2021.

2. To focus locally on a proposed adoption of Bible Baptist Church 
(BBC) Seffner. This opportunity would allow us to strengthen this 
local church ministry and multiply our missional efforts in this 
community south of 
our church.

Result: In September, we formally adopted BBC as fellowship 
Seffner and began the preparation phase of readying the campus 
and ministry for growth. In January, we began the outreach phase 
into the community which will lead up to a mass mailing for the 
Easter Sunday services.

3. To take a more strategic place in our partnership with Vision with 
Compassion (Cuba) by moving its headquarters to fellowship and 
Pastor Mike taking a lead role in this ministry

Result: This initiative was postponed due to Covid-19 and the 
inability to travel into Cuba to make arrangements. We hope to 
advance this goal in 2021.
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MISSIONS TRIPS 2021
Anyone who desires to participate on a missions trip will be trained 
for the mission of that particular trip, raise their needed support, and 
experience tremendous life change through this opportunity. All who 
go will be living on mission to its fullest!

If you are interested or have questions about a particular trip, 
please contact us at missions@fbc301.org

NEW YORK CITY 
Focus: Evangelism through park and subway outreach, day camp, 
youth and kids events.
Timeframe: Summer 2021
Missionary: Ron and Susan Taylor  
Cost: $1,200

SOUTHEAST ASIA (CAMBODIA, VIETNAM, LAOS, AND THAILAND)
Focus: Participating with David Nelson and national directors in 
teaching and training conferences. This trip will include preaching 
opportunities in local churches as well as an opportunity to 
experience key religious and cultural areas (Shwe Dagon Pagoda in 
Yangon, elephant ride in Chiang Mai, Thailand, etc.). 
Timeframe: Late Summer 2021 for 2 ½ weeks total 
Missionary: David and Mindy Nelson, Crossing Cultures International 
Cost: $3,000. 

MIDDLE EAST (TURKEY)
Focus: Prayer walking as a team with our missionary host. This 
trip will also provide an opportunity to see settings of actual Bible 
locations.
Timeframe: Fall 2021
Missionary:  Unnamed due to nature of their work 
Cost: $2,000

TOGO
Focus: Construction (concrete, drywall, welding) & Vocational Training 
(business management, leadership training, instruction in concrete, 
welding, electricity, and HVAC)
Timeframe: Fall 2021
Missionary: JJ and Melissa Alderman
Cost: TBD
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HELP MINISTRIES 
Former fellowship Pastor Dr. Scotty 
Drake and his wife Barbara founded Help 
Ministries 23 years ago. Now, every year 
they facilitate missions conferences in 
around 200 churches. In the 23 years since 
inception, 1000 pastors and individuals 
have joined them in spreading the Gospel 
to nearly 60 countries and counting. It is the 
goal of Help Ministries to train local pastors 
to reach their people.

Engaging our communities & beyond with the life-changing gospel & love of Jesus Christ

JIM AND HOPE SMITH - SOUTH AFRICA
Jim and Hope Smith were happy serving in the church of their youth, 
and raising their four young children, but God had other plans. 
In 2005, God led them to Zambia, Africa to help lead a team of 
missionaries, assist with two church plants, pioneer orphan work, and 
build a large scale cattle operation for ministry sustainability.

In 2011, the Smiths shifted their ministry to Pretoria, South Africa 
where they developed CrossPointeSA and also continue to assist with 
the work in Zambia.

Through building 
relationships with 
local pastors, the 
Smiths assist with a 
church plant, lead 
children’s Bible 
clubs and adult Bible 
studies, and partner 
with churches 
to offer training, 
counseling, material 
resources, and other 
assistance that encourages, equips, and mobilizes local believers 
for Gospel ministry. To further facilitate ministry, the Smiths built a 
church training and conference center on their property that serves 
groups of 100+ free of charge all year long.
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JIMMY AND SHELLEY DINSMORE - GUATEMALA
Jimmy and Shelley 
are missionaries in 
Petén, Guatemala. 
They work with 
the Kekchi people, 
training national 
Kekchi pastors and 
working with them 
to plant churches. 
They have been 
there since August 2006. God has given them four children: twins 
Jonah and Silas, a beautiful daughter Eden, and sweet baby Titus.

Their heart is for all the villages in Petén to be reached with the 
Gospel and to have a church with a trained national pastor who can 
help disciple new believers. The Kekchi Bible Institute (KBI), Instituto 
Bíblico Q’eqchi’ (IBQ) in Spanish, is a 3 year pastors institute where 
men called to be pastors can come. Learn more  
at KekchiBibleInstitute.org

BJ AND DENISE STAGNER - WALES, UNITED KINGDOM
The Lord called BJ to the mission field as a church planting missionary 
to the United Kingdom. The Stagners arrived in Wales on November 
4, 2014 and held their first church service on November 5, 2014, thus 
planting their first work in the UK in Aberaman, South Wales. Their 
second church was planted in September of 2016 in North Cardiff 

(roughly 25 miles 
south of the 
main campus). 
BJ serves as 
Pastor of both 
locations along 
with his family.  
Multiple outreach 
ministries work 
through the 
church, including 
the ministry of 
gym chaplaincy.

Engaging our communities & beyond with the life-changing gospel & love of Jesus Christ
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DAVID AND MINDY NELSON - CCI
While studying the Cebuano language 
and Filipino culture in language school in 
Mindanao, Philippines, the Lord gave Dr. 
David Nelson a vision for equipping and 
multiplying pastors and church leaders. 
Many jobs in the Philippines were passed 
on through an apprenticeship model of 
on the job training with an experienced 
person. He also saw that Jesus trained 
the twelve disciples in the same way. He 
decided to apply the same strategy in 
planting churches.

In November 1987, he and his family moved to Guindulman, a rural 
town in the province of Bohol. Shortly afterwards, he started three 
evangelistic Bible studies using the storytelling method of teaching 
the main stories of the Bible, beginning with Genesis through the life 
of Christ. Dr. Nelson wrote thirty lessons highlighting the character 
and nature of God, man, sin, and salvation through Christ.

In 2007, Crossing Cultures International (CCI) was created and by 
the end of 2016, the Lord was pleased to expand the ministry to 550 
training classes in 31 countries with 6,200 pastors and church leaders 
in training and 3,500 graduates. Over 65 national coordinators 
oversee the training. 

“Where there is no vision, 
the people perish...”

                                     Proverbs 29:18
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RON AND SUSAN TAYLOR - NEW YORK CITY
Ron and Susan have been ministering in New York City since January of 
2008. It is their God-given vision to launch churches in all 5 boroughs 
of NYC. God has truly given them an impossible task that only He 
will make possible.  When they moved there in January of 2008, God 
opened the door for them to have a building in Queens.  Their first 
church plant began in February of 2009 and God began blessing.  In 
March of 2011, they re-located to Brooklyn into a diverse community 
which they had specifically been praying for.  You can learn more about 
this church at redeeminggracenyc.org.  
As a result of Hurricane Sandy in 2012, 
the Lord opened up another opportunity 
to launch a new work in Far Rockaway, 
Queens.  Rockaway Beach Baptist 
Church launched on Easter Sunday of 
2013 and they are more excited than 
ever about what God is doing through 
this ministry.  The Taylors look forward 
to branching out into all of the boroughs 
over time as God allows.

ANNA CHUBB - STUDENTS AND SEMINARS
Anna Chubb was serving in Togo, and briefly in Iraq, for ten years. 
Almost 3 years ago, she felt God leading her to move back to her 
hometown of Orlando. Through some very hard experiences of 
brokenness and the death of her brother who identified as gay, God 

has been giving her a deeper awe of 
the healing, transforming hope and 
grace of the Gospel that goes so much 
deeper than moralism and making 
idols of ministry success. She is now 
serving with ABWE North America’s 
EveryEthne initiative. She travels with 
a team that presents seminars to help 
believers to move toward building 
grace and truth relationships with lost 
individuals who happen to identify 
as gay. She also serves locally in 

Orlando on a community college campus with a ministry outreach to 
international students who will, prayerfully, one day go back to their 
countries with the potential for great kingdom impact.
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MARC AND CHARIN PATTON - HUNGARY 
Marc and Charin began their ministry 
in Hungary in 1993. Their four 
children were born there and can 
speak perfect Hungarian with no 
accent. In 2011, Marc and Charin 
received their Hungarian citizenship, 
so now they are dual citizens of the 
USA and Hungary. These steps have 
gone a long way to helping them be 
accepted.

Over the last 25+ years, their focus has always been church 
planting. The Lord has allowed them to have a part in the 
establishment of three churches there. Their first church was in 
Esztergom. They have now baptized over 80 members and the 
Lord has given them some great leaders, including four men who 
are capable preachers. In May of 2007, they began work at Tata 
Baptist. In 2017, they called their first full-time pastor, a teenager in 
their church, who felt called and went to Bible training. He became 
Marc’s assistant and in February 2017, he took over pastoral duties. 
In 2019, they began planting a Focus church in Budapest. It is 
their goal to see Focus Church become a center for outreach and 
leadership training which will become a base for planting churches 
all across Hungary!

Every man according as he purposes in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you; that you, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work: 
                                                            2 Corinthians 9:7–8
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JOHN AND EMILY SLATER - IRELAND
John, Emily, Abigail, Josiah, Micah, and Noah live in Cork, Ireland. 
They share the Gospel with others and teach them to be 
committed followers of Jesus Christ. Their mission is to engage the 
culture, establish churches and establish a bible institute that will 
train Irish nationals to become pastors and missionaries in Ireland.

As church services, along with many other activities, have been 
deemed nonessential by the government, they have been unable 
to meet as a church body since March 2019. Thankfully, they have 
been able to record and streaming their services online, so the 
singing and preaching has continued. A blessing from all of this 
is that a few people in their community have joined their online 
services who have never attended their church! They pray that 

the truth of the Gospel 
will penetrate their 
hearts. They long for 
the day when they can 
all be gathered again in 
congregational worship 
to the Lord.

Follow their blog: http://
slaterstoireland.com/
slaters-to-ireland/

MISSIONARY D
Some missionaries work in areas that are restricted. This limits the 
ability for us to share information 
about them. Nevertheless, we wanted 
to introduce you to Missionary D. 
This family works in an area that 
states they have religious freedom, 
but is very restrictive. Christians are 
persecuted greatly in this country. 
If someone becomes a Christian, 
they are disowned by their family or 
killed. Please pray for the Missionary 
D family as they seek to create 
friendships and share the love of 
Christ. Pray for their protection and God’s favor.
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JJ AND MELISSA ALDERMAN -TOGO, 6 DEGREE INITATIVE
The 6 Degree Initiative is a 
church planting movement 
focusing on the unreached 
people groups just north of 
the equator in West Africa. 
This area spans the balmy 
African coast that has been 
greatly impacted most by 
Voodoo and the exportation 
of precious human life 
through the slave trade. 
JJ and Melissa Alderman, 
6 Degree’s founding missionaries, are partnering with leaders to plant 
churches in the least-reached cities of the region. A concentrated church 
planting movement within these culturally significant cities serves as a 
launching pad for ministry into smaller communities. Currently, the five 
projects within the 6 Degree Initiative are: Togo Church Planting, Benin 
Church Planting, Togo Palms Camp and Institute, Deaf Project, Vocational 
Training. The Aldermans have teams leading each of these areas.

VISION WITH COMPASSION - CUBA
Vision with Compassion conducts 
religious work in Cuba and is able 
to obtain religious visas from the 
Cuban government, which gives 
its volunteers legal permission to 
carry out mission work, witness, and 
preach in the churches. God has laid 
before us the great and urgent need 
in Cuba, formed our vision, given us 
the tools needed, provided contacts 
in Cuba and America, and opened this window of opportunity to see the 
gospel proclaimed in every corner of the nation. Vision with Compassion 
exists to raise support for the ongoing work of the church in Cuba. They 
are committed to these specific projects and others as needs arise:

• Supplying Bibles and Christian literature
• Supporting evangelistic crusades, VBS, and summer camps
• Supporting training of pastors, missionaries, and Christian workers through 

Bible training and seminary education.
• Providing financial support to Cuban pastors (avg. monthly income is $20)
• Providing funds for building projects, furniture, and supplies
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FAITH PROMISE

WHAT IS FAITH PROMISE?
• It is a Scriptural approach of grace giving to global missions.  

(2 Corinthians 8 and 9)
• It is an opportunity for the Holy Spirit to guide each of us to 

prayerfully consider our part in the global missions outreach 
of fellowship.

• It involves every member in an act of faith.
• It is an organized approach to missionary giving.

WHAT FAITH PROMISE IS NOT:
• It is not a pledge that someone will ask you for individually or 

come to collect.
• It is not taking from your current tithes and offerings to 

fellowship in order to give to missions. It is a faith step above 
your typical giving.

HOW FAITH PROMISE WORKS:
• Each person or family contributes an amount which God 

leads them to give on a regular basis (weekly, monthly, etc.) 
to our global missions outreach.

• We are then able to determine the amount that is available 
to support missionaries for the coming year.

• It is a united and purposeful approach that enables us to do 
more together than we could ever have done alone.

 

I encourage you to ask the Lord what He would have you give 
through our offering in the coming year. 
 
Simply write your commitment and the frequency of your gift 
on the enclosed card, tear it off and drop it a communication 
box or fill out your commitment online at fellowship301.org/
faith-promise
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Engaging our communities & beyond with the 
life-changing gospel & love of Jesus Christ

fellowship 301| 13515 N US Highway 301 | Thontosassa, FL 33592 | 813.982.1000
fellowship seffner |401 US Highway 92 West | Seffner, FL 33584

fellowship301.org
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