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“And he [John the Baptizer] will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the parents to their children and the “And  

 
“And he [John the Baptizer] will go on before the 

Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 

hearts of the parents to their children and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to 

make ready a people prepared for the Lord” 

 (Luke 1:17). 

  

What would you say is the biggest crisis our country 

faces today?  Perhaps our thoughts turn to COVID-19 

and all its adverse effects on overall health and our 

economy, or the increase in divisiveness and violence 

so prevalent today, or the political unrest of this 

particular election year.  As a Christian people, 

maybe your thoughts went right to a lack of love for 

Jesus which is clearly permeating our society as it 

grows more and more pagan and irreligious all at the 

same time.  (That’s the biggest crisis of all the world, 

isn’t it?)  All of that said, how many of us would 

readily think of the deterioration of the nuclear 

family as the biggest crisis we face today, the reason 

for so much of the divisiveness and violence we 

experience, and the biggest symptom of a rejection 

of God? 

  

Whether the continuing decay of the traditional 

family registered at the top of your mind or not, let 

me suggest to you that this is one of the major crises 

- if not the temporal crisis of all crises - of our time 

which not only threatens the wellbeing of our 

country but the souls of our young people and 

future generations.  From where do I draw such a 

conclusion?  I suppose from many places in the 

Scriptures which speak to the importance of the 

family as the very fabric of all functioning societies 

and vital support of children.  Luke 1:17 comes to 

mind in particular.  At the beginning of his Gospel, 

Luke shares that one of the major responsibilities of 

the forerunner of the Christ – to prepare a people to 

be ready for the Lord’s coming – he was to turn the 

hearts of the parents (literally, in the Greek, 

“fathers”) to their children.  That work of John’s to 

reach the fathers is no passing reference, but speaks 

volumes to the importance of families remaining 

together in the Lord as it emphasizes the essential 

role of fathers and mothers in the role of providing 
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stability in the home – spiritual, emotional, mental, 

and physical.  Such stability provided in the home 

automatically benefits society as up-and-coming 

generations prove themselves to be more stable and 

selfless.  (Interestingly enough, Malachi whom Luke 

quotes, goes on to say that if the hearts of the 

parents are not turned to the children and vice-versa, 

the entire land will be cursed (Malachi 4:6).)  Sadly, 

isn’t that curse something we are seeing today with 

the erosion of the family?  Wouldn’t that explain the 

increasing godlessness among us? 

  

It's not just Christian leaders who are noticing this 

truth.  Many in our culture are too.  Let me share 

some very sobering statistics from “The Demise of 

the Happy Two-Parent Home,” a report of the Joint 

Economic Committee of the United States Congress 

released in July 2020: “Overall, between 1962 and 

2019, the percentage of women ages 15-44 who 

were married dropped from 71% to 42%...  The 

decline in marriage and the increase in cohabitation 

(living together) has led to substantial growth in 

unwed childbearing.  The percent of births to 

unmarried mothers has jumped from 5% in 1960 to 

40% today…  Children born into households where 

the parents are not married are much more likely to 

see their parents break up…  Family instability in the 

United States has also led to an increase in the 

percent of Americans who have children with 

multiple partners, creating complicated relationships 

across households…  Family instability differences 

between racial groups in the US are also striking.  In 

the early 1960’s, the share of women who were 

married was quite similar for non-Hispanic whites, 

non-Hispanic blacks, Hispanics, and other 

women…  However, marriage declined much more 

among African American women than among the 

other groups; by 2019, fewer than a quarter (24%) 

of black women between the ages of 15 and 44 were 

married…  Roughly six in ten black children are 

apart from at least one parent…  (There are a few 

theories offered to explain the reason for this decline 

in marriage.  Some suggest it’s due to economic 

hardships in particular communities while others 

suggest it’s due to a lack of morality across the 

board.  It may very well be a combination of both 

among other reasons.  Ultimately, wherever the Lord 

is driven out, so too is the appreciation for and 

blessings of marriage and family, and this sin 

multiplies in effect from one generation to another 

until God intervenes (Exodus 34:7).) 

 Both secular and sacred leaders recognize in a 

multitude of studies that children flourish in stable 

traditional families with mothers and fathers.  It is 

statistically proven that children are physically 

healthier, less apt to be poor, abused, violent, etc. in 

homes where mothers and fathers love each other 

and sacrifice themselves for their children’s best 

interests.  It is no surprise then that many of the ills 

we face in our society and the decay we are 

experiencing all around is due to the breakdown of 

the family and marriage.  So, what do we do? 

  

As always, we turn to the LORD who redeems all 

things.  The One who could redeem every soul from 

the fate of eternal damnation – especially those who 

believe – he can also redeem every institution which 

he himself created.  To put it another way, the One 

who laid down his life to rescue his beautiful Bride, 

the Church, cleansing her by the washing of water 

and the Spirit, he can also rescue every family that’s 

broken.  And how does he intend to do this?  By 

bestowing on all his people the role of John the 

Baptizer.  We are, as the Church, to turn the “hearts 

of the parents to their children” by celebrating those 

who already live out Christlike love in their homes 

and providing mercy, grace, and compassion for 

those who are far from such a reality all through the 

proclamation of the gospel unto repentance, faith, 

and holy living.  Did you know that this is one of the 

major efforts we are seeking to undertake at 922 

Ministries – the restoration and uplifting of fathers 

and mothers?  Together in the Lord’s might and 

direction, we can and will carry out the role of John 

for families. 

  

But for now, would you simply take time today to 

pray for the families of our country, our church 

home, and for all the children whether in stable 

homes or unstable?  It’s not any stretch to say that 

this is the crisis of all crises today, especially 

temporally so, but praise God that He who can 

deliver us from the greatest crises of all – sin, death, 

and hell – He too can deliver us from broken homes 

and make a people ready for Himself on the day He 

returns.  Amen. 

  

Pastor Bill Monday, Family Discipleship 
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Pray Like a Pro 

Dates:  September 6, 13 & 20 

 

Series summary: Many veteran 

Christians feel like novices when it comes to prayer. 

Am I praying the right way? Am I praying long 

enough? Am I asking for the right things? Why does 

my mind always drift? This series offers a crash course 

on prayer, straight from the lips of Jesus. 

 

Week #1:  Pray Like a Child - When the disciples 

wanted to know who was a pro in the kingdom of 

heaven, Jesus gave a shocking answer, a little child. 

Children often humbly admit their need for help and 

cry out for help. In the same way, those who humble 

themselves like little children have learned how to 

pray like a pro. 

 

Week #2:  Pray Less (Fancy) - When many people 

think of prayer, they think of the eloquent speeches 

given to God in front of churches. Well-crafted. 

Deeply spiritual. With a few fancy words sprinkled 

in. But Jesus was not impressed with such prayers. 

Instead, he taught his friends to pray like children who 

boldly approach their loving fathers, an approach our 

Father still longs for us to imitate today. 

 

Week #3:  Pray with Persistence - One of the harder 

(and more important) parts of prayer is persistence, 

to pray much more than once. In one of his stranger 

stories, Jesus told us to imitate a widow who wouldn’t 

leave the judge of her town alone, but wore him 

down with her words. If a sinful judge will finally give 

in, imagine a sinless Father who loves it when we 

persist in our prayers! 

 
 

Upcoming Sermon Series 

The Deep End 

Dates:  September 27 / October 4, 11, 18, 25 / 

November 1 

 

Series summary: There are some issues, so deep and 

dangerous, that many Christians choose to stay far 

away from them, spending their time in the shallow 

waters of comfortable and familiar topics. Yet God 

calls us into the deep end of controversy for the sake 

of the real lives that are really effected by our culture’s 

most contested issues. This series pushes us into the 

deep end, trusting that God’s presence and his 

promises will give us the strength we need to swim. 

Over the course of the series, we will cover three 

issues at our two campus; Abuse, Addiction, and 

Abortion. In order to do justice to all three topics, we 

will be covering them the following way: 1) The first 

three weeks will be the same at both campuses 

focusing on Abuse, and 2) The 2
nd

  three weeks will 

be unique to each campus - St. Peter will focus on 

Addiction and The CORE will be focused on 

Abortion. Here are some summaries of each topic; 

 

Abuse: The numbers are shocking. Those who 

experienced abuse before the age of 18 are so 

numerous that they, statistically, fill up over 20% of 

our seats on Sunday morning. Yet the topic of abuse 

is rarely touched in the Christian community. What 

does God say about it, if anything? What does he 

think about abuse? What does he say to comfort 

the victims and survivors of abuse? How do we help 

and heal? Whether you have God’s heart for the 

abused or you have personally been abused, what 

next steps do you take?   

 

Addiction:  Addiction of any kind (alcohol, drugs, 

sex/porn, food, technology) is one of the fiercest 

battles that God’s people will ever fight. Why can’t I 

just stop? How do you love an addict? How many 

dollars do you give? How many years do you 

invest? How many second chances do you offer? 

These questions test the resolve of even the most 

mature followers of Jesus, leading many to 

exhaustion and confusion. Why do I keep going back 

to the same sins? These questions test the resolve of 

even the most mature followers of Jesus, leading 

many to exhaustion and confusion, but God’s 

Word helps us answer those questions with hope for 

the future.   

 

Abortion: Few issues are more discussed and debated 

in the streets of America and the comments section of 

the internet than abortion. The topic divides political 

parties, families, and even Christian 

denominations. What does the Bible say about 

the issue? Do any passages provide answers to the 

bigger questions about life, our bodies, and our 

freedom? What, historically, has the Christian Church 

taught and done about the issue? This message gets 

back to the fundamental issue of life—when it begins 

and to whom it belongs and what Christians should 

believe. 
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Mask mandate & More 

August brought several 

changes to our in person 

worship services at 922 

Ministries. The CORE held 

services for three weeks at  

St. Peter while we transitioned from the old building 

to the new building. It also saw the change from masks 

being encouraged to being required due to the 

governor’s mask mandate. We know this is not easy 

and that everyone has differing opinions about the 

virus and masks as well as what we should do in 

regards to them. We are following the mandate of the 

governor in our facilities, but not enforcing it because 

we recognize that there are exemptions and if 

someone isn’t wearing a mask they have made it in 

light of those exemptions. Finally, we encourage 

everyone to both believe the best about people and 

their decisions in this area and also to do your best to 

be considerate of the health and well being of others 

when you are on either campus. 

 

Remember that we continue to offer three live-

streamed services on a weekly basis so that there is a 

variety of times and styles offered for all of our 

members. Thursday night services are being held 

outdoors at the St. Peter campus (weather permitting) 

which will continue until Labor Day weekend. 

 

Please remember the new policy that our leadership 

team put in place last month to establish a process for 

alerting our congregation if there has been an 

incidence of a COVID infected individual in one of 

our services. Our leaders established the following 

two requests/guidelines: 

 

a) If you attend a 922 worship service in person, and 

get a positive Covid test, please let the pastors/staff 

know ASAP. Please know, we will protect your 

privacy when/if you let us know. 

 

b) 922 Ministries will not be "contact tracing" 

individual members. Rather, our practice will be to let 

the entire congregation know there was an incidence 

of COVID at one of our services (with details of the 

date and service time) so that other members are 

aware and can take the necessary next steps.  

 

Pastor Tim 

 

 

922 Ministries - Greater Things 

Highlights 

 

1) We closed on the sale of the    

222 W. Franklin property on     

July 31st.   

 

2) The sale of the current CORE property as well as 

the Max the Match kick-off gifts has allowed us to  pay 

off the remaining debt on the loan with CEF at the   

St. Peter campus ! We plan on celebrating the St. Peter 

debt being paid off in September in all of the services 

on the weekend of September 13
th
! 

 

3) The new CORE building is open, we have been 

given occupancy, and we held our first service there 

on August 23rd. There are a few items before the 

renovation is complete but they should all be taken 

care of prior to our Grand opening for the community 

on September 20th.  

 

4)  Thank you to all of you for your financial support 

of Greater Things, for the time you have spent 

volunteering and for all of your prayers and support!   

 

 

 

 

Sunday’s 10:15 - 11:15 am – May 31 – Sept. 13 

The Prophets and Kings of Israel 

How do you look at the leaders of our world? Do 

you ever question why God would allow them to be 

in that position? That was true for the nation of 

Israel. There were some great kings who served God 

faithfully and his people. There were other kings 

that were down right wicked and led the people 

astray. That's why God sent his prophets to share 

his word. Most of the time, they were ignored. 

This Bible study takes us on a tour on some parts of 

the historical books of the Bible. "History repeats 

itself." There's much we can apply to our leadership 

and culture today. This Bible study will be offered 

by Google Meet.  
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Tuesday’s 6:30 - 7:30 pm – 8/4 – 9/1 

Perusing Paul's Email to the Colossians 

Do you know someone who struggles with guilt? The 

past? Paul wrote his letter to the Colossian Christians 

to lift their hearts with the forgiveness and love of 

Christ. How they loved their Savior! We'll take that 

same journey to see our Savior Jesus and what he's 

done to help you with your walk of faith. This Bible 

study will be offered on-line and sign up is required. 

 

Sign-up for these studies at stpeter922.com/groups or 

contact Pastor Jim. 

 

 

 

 

922 Kids 2020-21 Bible Discovery  

Attention parents of ages 3-

4
th
 grade! In light of current 

challenges related to classroom 

gatherings, 922 Ministries is going 

to continue with our online approach to Bible 

Discovery this fall. Beginning Sunday, September 13, 

lessons taught by Sunday School teachers from our 

church body will be available free via YouTube. The 

engaging and age appropriate Lesson videos will 

accompany printed student lessons available to you at 

no cost. This new approach presents an easy yet 

meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s 

faith in Christ. 

  

Printed student lessons for your child(ren) will be 

available for pick-up at church at the Information 

Center on Sundays. Please make arrangements 

through our office (920) 739-2009 to pick up 

material, if you are unable to attend worship in 

person. (We are also looking to send along a link to 

download these student lessons as we promote the 

weekly lesson video link from Sunday to Sunday in 

the fall.) 

  

May God bless your family as we together continue 

to share His love. We will keep you posted as soon as 

we are able to meet together in person. We look 

forward to that time! Any questions, feel free to 

contact us! 

 

Pastor Bill & Our Bible Discovery Team 

 

 

Bible Foundations & Confirmation Classes 

5th-6th Grade Public School Families: Register your 

child for our 5:15-6:00 pm, Wednesday nights Bible 

Foundation sessions, our Bible survey class which 

preps our students for their 7th-8
th
 grade confirmation 

years. 

7th-8th Grade Public School Families: Register your 

child for our Wednesday nights Confirmation classes. 

7
th
 gr. from 6:15-7:00 pm and 8

th
 gr. 7:15-8:00 pm. 

Please register for these classes by emailing 

pastorbill@922ministries.com and he will send you all 

the information you need or answer any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Pantry collection is September 13
th
. The 

following are some especially needed items for 

September: Chunky soups, tomato, chicken and 

creamed soups, pasta sauces, spaghetti noodles and 

bagged egg noodles, canned fruit (currently there is 

no limit on fruit at Aldi's), boxed, packaged and 

canned potatoes, all rice and noodle side dishes, 

men's and women's deodorants, hand and 

body lotions, toilet bowl cleaners and bathroom and 

kitchen disinfecting sprays, paper towels and toilet 

paper. 

 

Please bring your pantry items and monetary donations 

to the office between 8:00 and 3:00 pm Monday-

Friday or to the church kitchen. Monetary donations 

can also be placed in the box on the counter in the 

church kitchen. These are used to purchase gift cards to 

be given to families to purchase perishable items.  

Please make your checks payable to:  

Apple Valley Food Pantry. 

 

 

 

 

Live Streaming Worship Times 

Sunday’s 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 3:30 pm 

Search 922 Ministries on Facebook or YouTube 
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Begins the week of September 13
th
 - Ten sessions 

Video learning coupled with live discussion and 

questions! In-person or online!  

 

Starting Point is where you can explore faith and 

experience community. Learn God's answers to life's 

deepest questions as we explore the basic teachings 

of the Bible. Who should come? 1) The newcomer 

who wants to learn more about the Bible. 2) Any 

Christian who wants to review the foundations of 

the Christian faith. Best practice: come yourself and 

bring someone new with you! 

 

Watch a YouTube lesson as you fill out a PDF lesson 

worksheet. Then participate in a weekly live 

discussion which will take place Thursdays (starting 

Sept. 18), 6:30pm at our CORE campus, or 8pm via 

Facebook Live. Questions? 

Contact pastormichael@922ministries.com or 

visit 922ministries.com/startingpoint  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special birthday wishes to the following 

members who are 70+ years this month!! 

 

Eugene Dombrowski (09/01) 

Gene Niesen (09/02) 

Eunice Zimmerman (09/02) 

Paul Wendland (09/05) 

Joanne Wiegert (09/08) 

Gloria Weisshahn (09/14) 

Roger Hansen (09/16) 

Doug Forbeck (09/20) 

Bruce Werschem (09/22) 

Roger Griepentrog (09/24) 

Diane Stolp (09/27) 

 

 

 

 

 
The month ahead brings many exciting Events 

between both Campuses, with these there is an 

opportunity to serve in many capacities. 

  

Our St. Peter Campus will be having it’s Mortgage 

Burning Celebration on September 13
th
, we would like 

to make this Service extra special and could use 

additional hands to greet,  serve Coffee and clean 

between services. 

  

Our CORE Campus will be having it’s Grand Opening 

Celebration on September 20
th
, we could use helping 

hands in welcoming people as well as serving coffee 

for this special event. 

  

If you have been prompted to Give through Serving, 

whether it be from Pastor Mike’s recent Sermon on 

our Give Root or just out of a longing to give glory 

to God and do good for others please reach out and 

let me connect you with a Team or some next steps 

in finding your Gifts to serve. 

 

By Faith, 

Maria Keuschel 

Ministry Engagement Coordinator 

maria.keuschel@922ministries.com / 920-609-7218. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 13 - Mortgage “burning” at all services @ 

SPL campus 

September 13 - Formal Dedication of new campus @ 

the CORE (3:30 only) 

September 20 - Grand Opening @ The CORE 

campus with 2 services (3:30 & 5:30) 

November 1 - WELS United Joint Reformation 

Worship, Sunday Nov. 1
st
 at 4:00 pm at Fox Valley 

Lutheran High School. Pastor Mark Jeske will be the 

guest preacher. 

mailto:pastormichael@922ministries.com
http://922ministries.com/startingpoint
mailto:maria.keuschel@922ministries.com
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The right train of thought can take you to a better 

station in life. 
 

“for he is the kind of person 

    who is always thinking about the cost.”  

(Proverbs 23:7a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good! 

 

It’s not too late! The Taste and See event is still 

available for viewing online at welstasteandsee.com. 

Be inspired by the opening service which ends in a 

presentation of flags from the countries where WELS 

has a presence, over forty flags. 

 

The “Moments with Missionaries” are brief (about 7 

minutes) updates from missions around the world, 

from Africa to Atlanta, from Latin America to 

Witnessing to Muslims. 

 

There are fascinating presentations including two 

sisters who grew up in Russia. They share what it 

was like to leave their home and adjust to life in 

America. Another one especially interesting is an 

interview of three missionary wives from Africa, 

Latin America and Chattanooga, TN.  

 

Want to try a new recipe? It’s guaranteed that you’ll 

find something you’ve never even heard of before. 

Check out the coloring pages and the scavenger hunt 

for children. 

 

Our “Go Root” quotes Matthew 20:18-19 and the 

instruction to “Go and make disciples of all nations.” 

And that is what the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

Society is all about! 

 

Marilyn Ewart, Reporter 

 

 

 

 

2 Great Values of Life Groups 

1) Sustained life change happens best in a Life Group. 

God can and does move in large group experiences. 

The obvious example is your Sunday morning 

worship experience. The Holy Spirit is present and 

active, worship stirs the soul, and the truth of Scripture 

inspires life change. It can happen in a moment. 

However, we also know that continued and sustained 

life change (growth) doesn’t happen by the large 

group experience alone. An environment is needed to 

make it practical. 

A Life Group of people who are asking similar 

questions and experiencing life with you, makes all 

the difference for sustained spiritual maturity. 

2) Life makes more sense in context. 

As a pastor celebrating 25 years of ministry, I can tell 

you that life is more complicated now than ever 

before. Life is wonderful, but it’s complicated. Culture 

is changing rapidly, people have more questions, and 

sometimes life just doesn’t make sense. 

When a Christian (or anyone for that matter) lives 

life primarily in relational isolation, they must 

emotionally fend for themselves. 

Life Group doesn’t necessarily answer all of life’s 

questions, but hearing others' experiences helps life 

make sense, and together you live life better. 

Life Group sign ups run from August 30 - September 

13
th
. Visit 922ministries.com/lifegroups 

 

 

 

Request for New College or Military Addresses 

If your child has entered college or the military and 

has a change of address, we would appreciate this 

information so we can keep in touch with them. 

Please send this information to: 

gloria.plamann@922ministries.com or call the  

office at 739-2009. 

http://922ministries.com/lifegroups
mailto:gloria.plamann@922ministries.com
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Outdoor Thursday Services 

for this Summer 

The Thursday night services were 

held outdoors this summer. It was 

decided this will continue at least 

through Sept. 3
rd
, weather permitting, 

and then a decision will be made whether or not  we 

should continue the outdoor Thursday night services. 

These services are held in the area outside the main 

entrance into the school building (door #1). As is 

always the case, keep an eye on the weather report 

and bring your lawn chair and/or a blanket to sit on, 

if you are able. 
 

 

 

SCRIP SALES 

On Friday September 11
th
, we will begin selling SCRIP 

in the Workroom (behind the office). Hours will be 

Monday morning only from 7:30 to 8:15 am and 

again on Friday’s 7:30-8:15 am and 3:00-3:30 pm. 

On Sunday, September 13
th
, we will also begin selling 

from 8:30-9:00 and 10:00-10:30 in the Gathering 

Area of church. 

 

Please Note: We ask you to please practice 

“social distancing”. 

Please feel free to contact Rhonda Van Vreede at: 

stpeterscrip@922ministries.com or call at:               

920-740-3428, if you have any questions 

or concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you getting our weekly e-news update by 

email? If not, subscribe now! Simply send a 

blank email to either of these addresses: 

splmembers+subscribe@922ministries.com OR 

coremembers+subscribe@922ministries.com 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

If you would like a monthly newsletter mailed 

to you, please contact the office or email Gloria 

at gloria.plamann@922ministries.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

True922 Youth Group is back for the Fall! We are 

going to test a few things out as we move forward. 

At this point in time we are looking to have off-

campus events to give us more time to figure out 

how building sanitation and usage can be managed. 

Please log onto SPL Team App and join the True922 

Youth Group. The link can be found below. We 

hope you can join us on September 9 and 23
rd
. All 

high school students are welcome! 

 

If you do not already have an account. You can 

make one online or on the mobile App. 

 

https://www.teamapp.com/clubs/490949   

 

Mr. Jarrod Pfarr 

Director of Youth Development 

 

 

 

 

Card Making Ministry 

Join the fun in making greeting 

cards for our homebound 

members, those in the hospital, 

new babies, etc. This group 

meets every second Tuesday of 

the month, starting Sept. 8
th
 in the 1910 Centre (the 

old building located across the street from the new 

church) at 6:30 pm (new time). Everything is supplied!   

Just bring yourself. Questions? Call Luella Kietz at 

(920) 731-1650. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stpeterscrip@922ministries.com
mailto:splmembers+subscribe@922ministries.com
mailto:coremembers+subscribe@922ministries.com
https://www.teamapp.com/clubs/490949
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Ladies Quilting Ministry 

The St. Peter Quilting ministry is one 

that touches many people. Every 

new baby that becomes a part of our 

church family receives a quilt, as do 

members and friends who are 

homebound, in the hospital or facing 

treatments for cancer and other illnesses. You don't 

have to know how to sew, you can be taught different 

things that can help. This group will meet each 

Thursday 8:30-11:30 am in the room upstairs in the 

1910 Centre (historic school building across from the 

church) starting up again on Sept. 17
th
. If you’re 

interested in helping the quilting ministry in any way, 

please contact Karen Peters at 739-2924. 

 

 

 

 

MEDITATIONS & FORWARD IN CHRIST 

The latest editions of “Meditations" & "Forward in 

Christ" are available for you at the Welcome Center 

or office. These are great personal resources for 

spiritual growth, containing devotional content and 

practical advice for Christian living. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter Lutheran campus office operations: 

Office hours: 7:30 am – 4:00 pm Monday thru 

Friday. 

 

For general questions: call (920) 739-2009 

School related questions: Michelle Tellock 

- michelle.tellock@922ministries.com 

or Gloria Plamann- gloria.plamann@922ministries.com 

School Choice related questions: Sharon Talbot 

- sharon.talbot@922ministries.com 

Scrip related questions: Rhonda Van Vreede 

- stpeterscrip@922ministries.com 

Church and financial related questions: 

Rhonda Dietzler – rhonda.dietzler@922ministries.com 

Building and operations related questions: 

Tom Dietzler - tom.dietzler@922ministries.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Pastor Mike Novotny for Time of Grace, a   30-

minute Bible study program. The program airs 

globally via various outlets. For a complete broadcast 

schedule, visit timeofgrace.org/waystowatch or call the 

Time of Grace office at 800.661.3311. 

Find the website or network TV time that works best 

for you. 

Over the Air—Local Channels 

WGBA–Sunday, 6:30 a.m. 

National Cable and Satellite Channels 

Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN)--Thursdays at 

3:30 p.m. 

Freeform - Thursdays at 5:30 a.m. 

The Cowboy Channel (Family Net) Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

American Forces Network (AFN) – Spectrum, Sunday at 

7:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gregg Mattek (President) 

Doug Dahm (Vice President) 

Brian Hoppe (Secretary) 

Craig Schultz (Treasurer) 

Joel Weeks (Evangelism) 

Dave Flunker (Elders) 

Shaun Paluch (Board of Education) 

 

Please note that we invite people to speak with 

any of these men listed above if you have 

any questions at any time. 

 

 

 

mailto:michelle.tellock@922ministries.com
mailto:gloria.plamann@922ministries.com
mailto:sharon.talbot@922ministries.com
mailto:stpeterscrip@922ministries.com
mailto:rhonda.dietzler@922ministries.com
mailto:tom.dietzler@922ministries.com
http://timeofgrace.org/waystowatch
tel:800.661.3311


 
 

 

 

Director of Operations Report - September 2020 

Current Issues: 

1) The opening service at the new CORE building on 820 W. College Avenue was a huge success. More than 240 

people were in attendance – the sound and lighting, from this non-expert’s point of view all worked 

wonderfully. God has certainly blessed 922 Ministries with another great hub from which we can do his work.  

2) During the last week at the CORE’s former location, 222 W. Franklin St. we had a pretty dramatic close call. A 

bird or a squirrel (not sure of the species since the creature was totally vaporized) caused a power outage at the 

former CORE building about three days before the official closing on the building and it no longer being our 

property. The incident happened at a substation nearby, and when WE Energies came and rectified the 

situation, the resulting surge that happened when the power came back on fried a power strip and burned it 

badly. If the area around where the power strip was had not been treated with fire retardant paint, the building 

probably would have been badly damaged by fire. Phone service, a couple of TV’s and the alarm system were all 

affected by the outage as well. We are very thankful that the situation was as minor as it turned out to be, as it 

could have been much worse.  

3) We are investigating what it will take to provide some temporary lighting outside of the main entrance into our 

building where we hold the outdoor services on Thursday night. We are also checking out what it would take to 

have some 10:30 AM Sunday services outdoors as well. Stay tuned as we will try to communicate more as we 

gather information. 

4) Thank you to everyone who has chipped in to help clean the sanctuary and other areas around the building 

between services to help keep our facilities clean and ready for the next services. 

5) Thank you to Brian Mueller for doing some trimming and tree cutting around the campus. He trimmed bushes 

on the French Road side of the 1982 portion of the school, and also on the shrubs outside of the 1907 church 

building. On the east side of the campus near the detention pond, he cut down some cottonwood trees that had 

grown up there.   

6) All the effort, especially volunteer effort that went into getting the CORE ready for the first service on August 23 

is one of the truly awesome things about 922 Ministries. People were there because things needed to get done, 

and it’s inspiring and a blessing beyond measure that so many people came and did what needed to be done 

because there was work to do. To see the transformation of that building is something that cannot be 

overstated. If anyone had seen what that building looked like after 922 Ministries became its owner on August 

15, 2019, you would be completely blown away by what an awesome thing God helped to do over the past year. 

We can never be thankful enough. 

7) This week at the opening service for the CORE, and all the other services this past weekend, Pastor Mike shared 

an awesome message about what it means to serve. I hope that no one took that message as a way of feeling 

guilty, as there are so many blessings from coming together to be the hands and feet of our Savior here on 

earth. You get to meet new people, you get to do God’s will, and you get to use gifts that maybe you didn’t 

realize that you had – all in the service of sharing the Word to people who desperately need to hear it. 

8) We no longer have either of the mortgages from St. Peter or from the Franklin St. property that was just sold. 

The one remaining debt for 922 Ministries is the construction loan for renovation of the current CORE location 

at 820 W. College. The final details of how much we will owe will be available some time later this year. We still 

have probably two more draws for funds to complete payment for all of the work that is still ongoing yet.  

 

Tom Dietzler 



          

 

 

 
 
Greetings 922 Families! 

  

I wanted to take a moment from our Family Discipleship page and highlight an online resource which every now-and-

again I’d like to share. As we renew many of our regular activities in the fall, I’m praying that we refresh ourselves in 

regular family, personal, and couple devotions in the home. Why is that? Well, when the Growth Root grows deeper 

into Christ, homes flourish. Homes will be filled with more peace, more joy, more love, and kids who thrive. Two 

things I want to offer to you, then, is an invitation to meet with me, if you’d like to receive some training on how to 

do home devotions. Just email me at pastorbill@922ministries.com. (No need to get nervous about meeting. It’ll give 

me so much joy just to see you and know you want to excel in this. Only 6% of Christian families do this, so you can’t 

go wrong on this! And it’s not rocket science, like at first it may appear to be. Anyone can do it, regardless of biblical 

knowledge, and I’m called to share how.)  

  

The other thing I’d like to offer here is a resource, especially for your teens. It’s found below. (One of the goals for a 

family in Christ is to train our young people to get into a habit of reading devotions on their own. Perhaps the below 

could be an opportunity to bring up this discussion with your teen and provide them with a weekly resource, all 

online?) I hope you enjoy! 

Transformed Teen Devotion – September 7, 2020 (https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/teen-devotions/) 

  

Psalm 130:1-4 “Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive to my cry  

for mercy. If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness,  

so that we can, with reverence, serve you.” 

  

Music is powerful. In my teen years, God created a refuge for me through it. Music gave a voice to my feelings which 

I could rarely figure out on my own. I could just hear a song and think, “Yeah. That’s it. That’s exactly how I feel.” 

After listening for a while, I felt an expression for joy, an outlet for my angst, or a lament for my sorrow. God created 

music with this special power.  

  

I was a teen in the early 90’s. One of my favorite bands was Nirvana which has made somewhat of a resurgence over 

the last year or so. Nirvana’s last song recorded on both their last studio album (In Utero) and their live performance 

album (Unplugged) was “All Apologies.” It’s considered Kurt Cobain’s (lead singer) swan song as well as his final 

farewell. A couple of lines from that song are these: “What else should I be? All apologies…  Everything's my fault. I 

take all the blame.” Words like these can only come from a crushed soul acutely aware of his damning faults.  

  

Sounds a lot like the psalmist in the 130
th
 track of our reading today. But this is where the similarity between Cobain 

and the psalmist ends. Cobain despaired entirely. His songs became anthems of his death. Sadly, from all we can tell, 

Kurt never learned the song of the gospel which the psalmist turned to after singing his apologies. A greater song breaks 

into the psalmist’s confession: “My child, I forgive you. All apologies are accepted! All your faults I take to myself and 

die to on a cross. You are no longer a sinner. No. You are mine.” 

  

As you listen to music, can you relate? Do you too find an outlet, a tool to express your feelings? And do you ever 

gravitate sometimes to sad songs and feel your way around in the pit of despair through them? That’s all good. God 

created music to help us in understanding and expressing our feelings.  

  

But be sure not to linger too long in the brokenness. Let the song of the gospel break through your confession as soon 

as possible. Know that you are forgiven, restored, and a dear child of God Himself no matter what tune captures your 

heart. Then, in awe (reverence), live your life of meaning, joy, and service. Let it be your whole life’s song of 

confession.  Amen.   

  

Pastor Bill, Family Discipleship 

 

Youth and Family Ministry 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

mailto:pastorbill@922ministries.com
https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/teen-devotions/


          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RUN TO CHRIST 

 

“Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray………….” Gabe was so exhausted that he could not finish his 

nighttime prayer. His dad gave him a kiss on the forehead and went back to work. He was working on 

a project that was due by the end of the week. 

 

A few hours later, Gabe’s dad crashed into his own bed. His soft pillow felt oh so good. “Dear Lord,” 

he prayed. “Thank you for my wife, for Gabe, and the many blessings that ……………” suddenly he 

went to mid prayer to mid snore. He was out like a light. 

 

Has this happened to you before? Sometimes we get so tired! However, sometimes we have other prayer 

problems. Besides being so tired, we often can be very forgetful. We are so busy with everything that 

we forget to pray before meals, before bed, or before we head out the door in the morning. Or, we try 

to manage everything by ourselves and we fail to ask the Lord to help us. 

 

However, there is good news. God the Holy Spirit is our prayer teammate. In Romans 8:26-27 we learn, 

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but 

the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he searches our hearts and knows the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.” 

 

Did you know that this is one of the jobs of the Holy Spirit? He is our Guide. How does he guide us?  

Well, when we become frustrated, overwhelmed, scared, or fall asleep before we finish our prayer, the 

Holy Spirit will intercede for us. That is a fancy word that the Holy Spirit will speak on our behalf. The 

Holy Spirit will go to God our heavenly Father with all things that we didn’t or forgot to say. 

 

922 family, this year we have the privilege of serving just under 300 children and their families in our 

early childhood center and school. I have a request. Please pray for our students, their families, and our 

staff. Ask God to keep all of us spiritually, emotionally, and physically healthy.   

 

I would like to close with our school year theme passage. Matthew 11:28-30 tells us, “Come to me, all 

you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light.” 

 

God Bless,  
 
 
Phil Punzel, Principal 

 

ST. PETER LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Bible Class Schedule SCHOOL NEWS 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Assisting Parents in Providing an Exceptional Christ-centered Education! 
 



The CORE Newsletter - SEPTEMBER 2020 
New CORE Site - A Prayer of Thanks and Praise 

Heavenly Father, we are so thankful to you for the new site where we gather as your 
people to worship you. Who are we that you should bless us so richly? 

We humbly ask that whenever we gather at our new church, you would move our hearts 
so that everything we do and say is for your glory. Guard our hearts so we never think for a 
second that we are awesome, but that this building is for you because you are awesome. 
Give us a reputation in our community as a church that does great things for your name’s 
sake, for you are most worthy. Give us a reputation as a church that loves others 
energetically and selflessly, for you are most worthy. Make each of us eager and willing to 
serve. Work through us to be a blessing to our new neighborhood and all of the Fox Valley. 
Make our new location a beacon and center of light, love, and hope, shining through the 
darkness with your grace and truth.  

Lord, we thank you for the extraordinary generosity of so many people who were moved 
to selflessly give for this project. Thank you for the incredible talents and skills which you 
gave to just the right people for such a time as this – engineers, architects, contractors, 
artists, creatives, laborers, carpenters, concrete workers, plumbers, electricians, sound 
technicians, volunteers, and more. Thank you for the willing spirit, strength, and health to 
work hard even in a pandemic. Thank you for so many that worked so hard not for 
personal acclamation and recognition, but simply because they love you and your people. 

Thank you for all who gave gifts and who continue to give to pay for this project. Some 
have given out of wealth, and others have given out of relative poverty. You smile on both, 
for they are gifts that flow from faith. 

But above all, we thank you, Lord. We praise you because this happened only because of 
your extreme generosity to us in giving your only Son -- the greatest personal cost 
imaginable. His sacrifice removes our guilt and shame and makes us your children. It’s 
what moved us to do this, and it’s what drives us to do even greater things for your name’s 
sake. 

As we dedicate this new building to you, Lord, help us also remember that the church is 
not a building, but people. 820 W. College Avenue is not the church. We are. So make us 
bold ambassadors of Christ, proclaiming the name of Jesus to our friends, family, and 
neighbors. Empower us to live lives that are worthy of your name. 

“Praise be to you,  Lord, the God of our father Israel,  from everlasting to everlasting. 
11 Yours,  Lord, is the greatness and the power  and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are 
exalted as head over all. 12 Wealth and honor  come from you; you are the ruler of all 
things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 13 Now, our 
God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.  Amen!” (1 Chronicles 29:10-13) 

- Pastor Michael Ewart

The CORE          820 W. College Avenue; Appleton, WI 54914          922ministries.com



    St. Peter Lutheran Church 

       September 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

1 

Bible Class – 6:30 pm  
 

 

2  
 

Christian Recovery – 

6:30 pm    

 

3 
Children’s Chapel-8:15 

am 

Worship – 6:30 pm 

(outdoor) 

4 

NO School – Labor Day 

Break 

Wedding Rehearsal –  

5 pm   

5Men’s Open Gym – 

7:15 am 

Fischer/Lyness 

Wedding – 2 pm 

Wedding Rehearsal   

6 
Worship – 7:30; 9:00 & 

10:30 am 

 

CORE – 3:30 pm 

Diedrich/Neumann 

Wedding  

 

7  

NO School – Labor Day    
 

 

8  
Card Making-  

6:30 pm 

 

Bible Class – 6:30 pm  

 

 

9 

Lord’s Supper – 10 am 

 

Christian Recovery – 

6:30 pm     

10 

Children’s Chapel – 

8:15 am 

 

Worship w/Lord’s 

Supper – 6:30 pm 

 
 

11 
Wedding Rehearsal    

 

12  

Men’s Open Gym – 

7:15 am  

Kloehn/Paltzer 

Wedding  

13 

Worship w/Lord’s 

Supper – 7:30; 9:00 & 

10:30 am 

Bible Class-9&10:15am 

CORE – 3:30 pm 
 

14   15 

 
Bible Class – 6:30 pm   

16 
Bible Foundations – 5:15 pm 

7th Grade Catechism – 6:15 pm 

8th Grade Confirmation–7:15 pm 

 

Christian Recovery – 6:30 pm    

 

17 
Children’s Chapel – 

8:15 am 

Quilting – 8:30-11:30 am 

 

Worship – 6:30 pm 

18  19 

Men’s Open Gym – 

7:15 am  
 

20 

Worship – 7:30; 9:00 & 

10:30 am 

Bible Class-9& 10:15am 

CORE – 3:30 pm 
 

21 

922 Leadership Mtg. – 

6:30 pm    

22 

 

Bible Class – 6:30 pm 

 

23 

Lord’s Supper – 10 am 

Bible Foundations – 5:15 pm 

7th Grade Catechism – 6:15 pm 

8th Grade Confirmation–7:15 pm 

 

Christian Recovery – 6:30 pm   

24 

Children’s Chapel – 

8:15 am 

Quilting – 8:30-11:30 am 

 

Worship w/Lord’s 

Supper – 6:30 pm 

25  

CDS Grades 5K-8 Early 

Release – 12:10 pm  

 

26 

Men’s Open Gym –  

7:15 am   

 

27 

Worship w/Lord’s 

Supper – 7:30; 9:00 & 

10:30 am 

Bible Class-9&10:15am 

CORE – 3:30 pm 

28   29 

 

Bible Class – 6:30 pm   

 

 

30 
Bible Foundations – 5:15 pm 

7th Grade Catechism – 6:15 pm 

8th Grade Confirmation–7:15 pm 

 

Christian Recovery – 6:30 pm    
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