"For the Spirit God gave us does not make us
timid, but gives us power, love and selfdiscipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7)
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Do you have a personal “go-to” verse in the Bible?
For some people it is the verse that was chosen for
them or by them when they were confirmed (mine is
Psalm 27:1). For others it is a section of scripture that
helped them get through a difficult time, like Psalm 23
or Philippians 4:4-7. If you are like me, you might
have a few that you go to regularly just at different
times for different reasons, I even have one of mine
tattooed on my arm. If you don’t have one, I’m
hoping you might consider the one the Apostle Paul
wrote in what many people believe was the last of his
13 letters in the New Testament, and here are two
reasons why:
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1) Jesus' Roots produce the Spirit’s Fruit
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This month at 922 Ministries our sermon series will be
focused on the 5 G’s - Gather, Group, Grow, Give &
Go. In fact, if you have been at 922 for a while, you
know that every year we have a series that focuses on
that because we want you to be spiritually strong and
experience the Spirit’s fruits in your life. While the way
I memorized this verse is a little bit different, I love
the reminder it gives us about the Holy Spirit who
lives in us by faith - which is why it’s one of my go to
verses especially right now. Jesus’ roots result in some
amazing fruits of the Spirit - power, love, and selfdiscipline! With all that has happened in our world
over the last several months and with all of the
unknown of the next few months (Covid-19,
returning to school, the election to name a few) those
are fruits that I believe all of us need and can use!
More love is needed in a world more polarized than
ever over politics and opinions. More self-control is
essential in our conversations with family and
friends. More power to be willing to speak up in faith
about our faith. Which is why, in my opinion, this is a
great 922 “go to” verse because it reminds us that
Roots —> Fruit!

Tom Dietzler, Director of Operations
tom.dietzler@922ministries.com
(920) 419-1010
Phil Punzel, School Principal
phil.punzel@922ministries.com
(920) 419-8278
Jonathan Favorite, Worship Coordinator
jonathan.favorite@922ministries.com
(602) 377-2423
Jarrod Pfarr, Director of Youth Development
jarrod.pfarr@922ministries.com
(916) 742-3104
Maria Keuschel, Ministry Engagement Coordinator
maria.keuschel@922ministries.com
(920) 609-7218

Website: 922ministries.com
SPL Office – (920) 739-2009
The CORE – (920) 364-0200

2) Faith trumps Fear
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But there’s more! Did you catch that phrase right after
“the Spirit God gave us”? If not, revisit it for a
second…“does not make us timid”! The version I
learned several years ago said it this way, “God did
not give us a Spirit of fear”! Now I don’t know about
you, but 2020 has been a year filled with unknowns
and uncertainty which has caused a great deal of fear.
While fear in and of itself is not a bad thing, many
times our fears get the best of us. Which is why I love
to run to this verse time and time again because it
reminds us of a repeated message of God’s “do not be
afraid” and that faith trumps fear because God gave
us his Spirit! The Holy Spirit is the one who created
faith in our hearts at our baptism. That same Spirit is
the one who strengthens our Jesus roots when we
Gather, Group, Go, Grow & Go! That Spirit is also the
one who will give you power, love, and self-discipline
in the face of fear!
So I don’t know what the rest of 2020 will bring, but
I do know there will be moments when we are timid
and afraid. When it does, I hope you will join me in
making this one of your “go-to” verses so that you
remember that Jesus roots produce the Spirit’s fruit
and that you don’t have to be afraid but have been
given power, love and self-discipline. Have a blessed
month.

Pastor Tim

But Now I See

Dates: August 2nd - 30th
Series summary: Life is so much better when you can
see clearly. Having weak vision at a concert, in
a classroom, or just out in nature causes us to miss so
many of the joys that are right there before us. The
same is true with God. Having a strong vision of who
God is, what God says, and where God is leading us
leads to clarity, anticipation, passion, and blessing and
refuses to allow the Church to relax after the hard
work of a building project is finished. This series, 922’s
Mission/Vision series, gets back to God’s vision for us
to plant stronger roots in Jesus that will lead to more
fruit from the Holy Spirit.

Week #1: Gather - God’s vision for gathering has
never been about the building. In fact, we hear so little
about the kinds of buildings where New Testament
believers met. Neither do we know exactly what
Scriptures they read or what songs they chose for
worship. We do, however, know where they
focused—on Jesus. The same is true today. Whatever
our church’s address or musical style, our goal is to fix
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our
faith.
Week #2: Group - There is a lot of discussion about
small groups/tribes/crews/“fam”/etc. these days.
Churches discuss the best format and curricula for
groups. But God’s vision is clear—to love one
another. To see clearly the blood-bought soul sitting
next to you and to love them in all the ways that God
makes possible. That will turn any group into a fruitful
place for faith!
Week #3: Grow - Never before in the history of
Christianity have there been so many ways to “grow”
in the Word. Meditations, Grace Talks, YouVersion
plans, Kids’ Bibles, etc., etc., etc. But God’s vision for
your daily growth comes down to this—do
something! The Devil loves paralysis by analysis and
the choices that get us out of good spiritual habits.
Your Savior loves spending time, through whatever
resource, to draw you closer to Himself.
Week #4: Give - With the invention of the internet,
Go Fund Me, and a million causes, it can be hard to
know where to look with your money. But God’s
vision for you is clear—to give before you save or
live. His generous heart, which gave his first and best
in Jesus, transforms greedy hearts to love the church,
the poor, and meeting the needs of those in our
lives/world.
Week #5: Go - A Christian can go cross-eyed with all
the resources needed to reach unbelievers. Answer to
tough questions about science, sexuality, inspiration,
etc. But God’s vision is simple and clear—love
people and tell them where you learned how to love
like that, namely, from Jesus.
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922 Ministries - Greater Things
Update

Many things have happened over
the last month which were a part
of the Greater Things campaign
that are worthy of note.
1) We have an accepted offer on the current CORE
building at 222 W. Franklin Street. We are set to close
on July 31st, which means we will be out of the space
by the time many of you read this.
2) The sale of the current CORE property as well as
the Max the Match kick-off gifts means that by the end
of summer we will have paid off the remaining debt
on that loan as well as the St. Peter loan with CEF! We
plan on celebrating the St. Peter debt being paid off
in September on the 20th!
3) The new CORE building
renovation is going well and
almost near completion. We
will need a few weeks to get
the final details done inside
the building as we wait for a
few items to arrive which were delayed in being
shipped. If all things go well, we are planning to have
a soft launch and 1st service there on August 23rd. The
Grand opening will take place a month later on
September 20th.
Thanks for all of your prayers and support! Begin with
thanking God for this new opportunity, the blessings
that he has given our church, wisdom and blessings as
we go forward, and that the workers stay healthy
during the Coronavirus pandemic and are able to
continue working.

3K & 4K Starts August 24th
5K – 8th Starts August 26th

Live Streaming Worship Times

Sunday’s 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 3:30 pm
Search 922 Ministries on Facebook or YouTube

In June, we started having in
person worship services at
922 Ministries and in July
we once again started having
communion on our regular
scheduled weekends at each
campus as well as in a few other services. We also
have continued to offer three live-streamed services
on a weekly basis so that there is a variety of times
and styles offered for all of our members. Thursday
night services are being held outdoors at the St. Peter
campus (weather permitting) and will continue until
we get into late August.
While we don’t require sign-ups for in-person
gathering at this point, we are still practicing social
distancing in the worship space.
We also want you to know that we will continue to
have discussions about our services and the options
we are offering to our members to help keep you
both physically safe and spiritually rooted. Right now,
as cases are on the rise, we will continue to evaluate
what we are doing and discuss ideas and changes we
need to make. If and when we do, we will
communicate that to our members via email and
social media. Please make the decision to continue
gathering whether in person or on-line based on what
you are comfortable with and is best for your family.
One new policy that our leadership team put in place
last week was to establish a process for alerting our
congregation if there has been an incidence of a
COVID infected individual in one of our services. Our
leaders
established
the
following
two
requests/guidelines:
a) If you attend a 922 worship service in person, and
get a positive Covid test, please let the pastors/staff
know ASAP. Please know, we will protect your
privacy when/if you let us know.
b) 922 Ministries will not be "contact tracing"
individual members. Rather, our practice will be to let
the entire congregation know there was an incidence
of COVID at one of our services (with details of the
date and service time) so that other members are
aware and can take the necessary next steps.

Pastor Tim
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Sunday’s 10:15 - 11:15 am – May 31 – Sept. 13

The Prophets and Kings of Israel

How do you look at the leaders of our world? Do
you ever question why God would allow them to be
in that position? That was true for the nation of
Israel. There were some great kings who served God
faithfully and his people. There were other kings
that were down right wicked and led the people
astray. That's why God sent his prophets to share
his word. Most of the time, they were ignored.
This Bible study takes us on a tour on some parts of
the historical books of the Bible. "History repeats
itself." There's much we can apply to our leadership
and culture today. This Bible study will be offered
by Google Meet.
Tuesday’s 6:30 - 7:30 pm – 8/4 – 9/1

Perusing Paul's Email to the Colossians

Do you know someone who struggles with guilt? The
past? Paul wrote his letter to the Colossian Christians
to lift their hearts with the forgiveness and love of
Christ. How they loved their Savior! We'll take that
same journey to see our Savior Jesus and he's done to
help you with your walk of faith. This Bible study will
be offered on-line and sign up is required.

The next Pantry collection is August 9th. The following
are some especially needed items for August:
Shampoo, conditioner and body washes, pasta
sauces, chunky soups, pork n’ beans/baked beans,
canned tomato products, packaged rice and
noodle side dishes, canned fruit and toilet paper
and paper towels.
Please bring your pantry items and monetary donations
to the office between 8:00 and 3:00 pm MondayFriday or to the church kitchen. Monetary donations
can also be placed in the box on the counter in the
church kitchen. These are used to purchase gift cards to
be given to families to purchase perishable items.
Please make your checks payable to:

Apple Valley Food Pantry.

NOTE: The WELS Apple Valley Food Pantry is
seeking a Vice President & Scheduler who will serve
on the board to help guide its mission of helping
neighbors with their food needs. The VP/Scheduler
coordinates volunteer activities - 16-20 hours per
month including some weekday and weekend
mornings at the Pantry. If interested, please send an
email to applevalleyfoodpantry@aol.com.

Sign-up for these studies at stpeter922.com/groups or
contact Pastor Jim.

August 11th for families with last

names beginning with A – L and
August 12th for last names
beginning with M - Z
Hours: 7:30 – 10:30 am and
4:00 pm and 6:30 pm both days. For grades 3K –
8th. However, ECM families, who only have a child
enrolled in 3/4K, are encouraged to register on ECM
“Sneak Peek Night” on Thursday, August 20th from
5:30-7:00 pm.

Special birthday wishes to the following
members who are 70+ years this month!!
Gene Strusz (08/06)
Judy Schmidt (08/14)
Lois Hansen (08/15)
Shirley Wichman (08/25)
Bill Koenig (08/26)
Nancy Lillge (08/28)
Jan Seiltz (08/31)
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Fear makes the wolf bigger than he is.

“Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;
though war break out against me, even then I will
be confident.”

(Psalm 27:3)

Safe Families for Children Fox
Cities Job Opportunity
Organization Overview: Safe Families
for Children is a movement fueled by
thousands of families who practice biblical hospitality
by surrounding families in crisis with caring,
compassionate community. We are a nonprofit,
volunteer movement that provides hope and support
to families in our local communities. Located in 70
cities across the United States, United Kingdom,
Canada, and beyond, we are motivated by
compassion to keep children safe and out of foster
care.
Position Purpose: The Family Coach Supervisor is the
key leadership role taking end-to-end operational
oversight of all the Safe Family engagements via
volunteer family coaches. Family Coach Supervisors
provide the following: clinical/safety oversight of
SFFC program implementation; supervision and
training for SFFC volunteers as well as interns;
development and maintenance of relationships with
referral sources; and provide emergency, on-call
support to staff and volunteers in SFFC program.
For more information, please contact: Tom Gonzalez
Director Safe Families for Children Fox Cities
tom@safefamilieswi.org.

August is an especially exciting time for our Serve
Teams, this year at both of our campuses we will be
relaunching our Service Ministry. This will mean new
and more developed roles, clarified communication
on expectations, opportunities for personal growth
and most importantly further community and
appreciation for Teams.
Our new downtown CORE campus is opening its
doors for the first time later this month, this new
location will provide even more space and various
areas that serve the needs of the community and those
attending.
In the last few years, our 922 campuses have seen an
abundance of blessings, we know that all these things
are the doing of our gracious God and see it
appropriate to have our Vision for the Service
Ministry be based on the verse that speaks to this.

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in
all things at all times, having all that you need, you
will abound in every good work.”
(1 Corinthians 9:8)
By Faith,
Maria Keuschel
Ministry Engagement Coordinator
maria.keuschel@922ministries.com / 920-609-7218.

Outdoor Thursday Services
for this Summer

Due to its popularity this summer, it
was decided that ALL our Thursday
night services will be held outdoors,
weather permitting, through August.
These will be held in the area outside the main
entrance into the school building (door #1). Watch the
monthly newsletter calendars this summer to make
sure they have not changed. As is always the case,
keep an eye on the weather report and bring your
lawn chair and/or a blanket to sit on, if you are able.
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St. Peter Lutheran campus office operations:
WELS United Joint Reformation Worship

at Fox Valley Lutheran High School on Sunday,
November 1st at 4:00 pm. Pastor Mark Jeske
will be the guest preacher.

SCRIP SALES

Until further notice, SCRIP will only be sold on
Friday mornings from 8:00 am – 11:00 am in the
Church/School Office. Rules as follows:
One buyer in the office at a time.
Anyone waiting in line must wait outside the
office and cannot enter until the previous person
has left the office.

Office summer hours: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm Monday
thru Friday until the beginning of the 2020-21 school
year on August 24th – 7:30 am – 4:00 pm.
For general questions: call (920) 739-2009
School related questions: Michelle Tellock
- michelle.tellock@922ministries.com
or Gloria Plamann- gloria.plamann@922ministries.com
School Choice related questions: Sharon Talbot
- sharon.talbot@922ministries.com
Scrip related questions: Rhonda Van Vreede
- stpeterscrip@922ministries.com
Church and financial related questions:
Rhonda Dietzler – rhonda.dietzler@922ministries.com
Building and operations related questions:
Tom Dietzler - tom.dietzler@922ministries.com

6 feet must be maintained between those waiting.
Please feel free to contact Rhonda Van Vreede at:
stpeterscrip@922ministries.com or call at:
920-740-3428, if you have any questions
or concerns.
Gregg Mattek (President)
Doug Dahm (Vice President)
Brian Hoppe (Secretary)
Craig Schultz (Treasurer)
Joel Weeks (Evangelism)
Dave Flunker (Elders)
Shaun Paluch (Board of Education)

Are you getting our weekly e-news update by
email? If not, subscribe now! Simply send a
blank email to either of these addresses:
splmembers+subscribe@922ministries.com OR
coremembers+subscribe@922ministries.com

Please note that we invite people to speak with
any of these men listed above if you have
any questions at any time.

PLEASE NOTE
If you would like a monthly newsletter mailed
to you, please contact the office or email Gloria
at gloria.plamann@922ministries.com.
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Youth and Family Ministry
AUGUST 2020

Back to School?
Usually this time of year, we’d title a page like this “Back to School!” and I’d
share some biblical thoughts about taking full advantage of the time where
schedules are, yes, jam-packed, but more structured. I’d interject thoughts
about how we do have some freedom to structure some of that time, and I’d
entrust to you God’s desire for you to lead your families in the Word as first
priority (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Luke 10:42).
This August, however, is unlike any we’ve ever experienced. Yes, our minds, as families, are about
getting the kids back to another year of their educational careers, but the monkey wrench is still that
pesky PANDEMIC!!! We are hoping for face-to-face classroom learning, plans are shaping up that
way, but, perhaps you’ve noted in the news and in such plans, there’s a lot in the way of
contingencies. (This is not how things are supposed to be, right? I never thought I’d find on a list of
school supplies, “mask, infrared thermometers, and disinfectant wipes…” next to the need for glue and
crayons.) Anxiety for kids and families as a new school year approaches can already be too much, but
now we face a new start by special entrances and the possibility of shut downs, not to mention removal
from school for 3+ days just for a temperature that hovers around 100.4! Oh, did I mention that there’s
always the possibility that any one of us at any time could come down with the virus, no matter how
cautious we are – and that’s not just a risk school brings, it’s a risk we face daily living in our world!?!
Maybe you aren’t too concerned. Maybe you think what I’ve shared is a little much to concern ourselves
with, and that there’s already too much of that in the news. (I won’t argue with you on that. Thanks for
indulging me here for a moment!) Or maybe you really feel uncertain about the days ahead and feel
overwhelmed far more often than you’d care to admit. Maybe you’d rather not have the kids go back
face-to-face, but since everyone else is and our country is returning to that, there’s not much we can
really do about it. Maybe you feel, what choice do we have?
Whatever the case, here’s my encouragement to you: Though things are different, though the future is
more uncertain than in years past, have no fear. Be at peace because Jesus still reigns. Jesus is still
at the Father’s right hand ruling over all things for the benefit of the church, you, his people (Ephesians
1:18-23): “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and
his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength
he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked,
not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet
and appointed him to be head over everything for the CHURCH, which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills everything in every way.” Jesus is with you and nothing, not COVID-19, or anything
else in all creation can separate you or your children from his love (Romans 8:32-39).
Now, of course, this doesn’t mean that we throw caution to the wind and ignore the guidelines and
procedures put before us to keep us as safe as possible, humanly speaking. We continue to be at risk,
whether one thinks that risk is great or small. (I always think it best to hope for the best but prepare for
the worst, by the way.) Not only that, but we are called to love our neighbors, and some of them are at
far greater risk than we. Let us love them first before ourselves out of love for God who isn’t susceptible

to anything, but humbled himself to protect us from everything. Besides, we seek to be responsible and
loving and cautious because though we aren’t to fear, we also aren’t to put God to the test (Luke 4:12).
After all is said and done, live life, enjoy the year, go about your daily routines inside school and
wherever possible, at peace, because our God has conquered the world (John 16:33) and he is on your
side. This is the privilege we have as Christians.
One more thing: There’s no better time than now to daily be in God’s Word as your family’s first and
greatest priority. What I mean by that is not just at church and school, but in your home. There’s no
greater influence in a child’s life than a father and mother. Church and school can inform the mind, but
only parents can impress these things on the heart as true, relevant, and one’s greatest treasure. Only
you can shape such an identity of a child in your actions, even more than in your words. So, why is this
so important in a year so different where there’s so many other things to think about? That’s easy. It’s
the Word of God which alone can give you peace of mind in all that I just described above. Dear children
of God, if we’re not in the Word, leading our children there, then, this year will be too much for them
and us, more than any year before. Give them the best year yet! Give them the Word. God bless!
Pastor Bill Monday
Pastor of Family and Outreach

Director of Operations Report - August 2020
Current Issues:
1) Welcome to two new members of our team. Hannah Ellingboe began her duties as Director of Extended
Learning on July 1 and John Perushek, who previously helped out part time with cleaning at the CORE,
has agreed to take a full time custodial position and will split time between the two campuses. He will
help us by cleaning the 1982 portion of our school building during the school year and then take care of
the cleaning/maintenance needs at the new CORE facility.
2) We have been blessed with close to $40,000 in distributions from our two endowment funds.
Endowments are great ways to use gifts from members or friends of our ministry as they are invested and
we only get to use earnings on the investments, and so the funds continue to grow and are a blessing to
us for a very long time. We have two different endowment funds – The Timothy Trout Memorial
Endowment fund serves to provide tuition assistance for our school families. The other one is the 922
Ministries General Endowment fund which can be used for any purpose that the leadership of our church
designates it for.
3) We continue to hold services at our normal scheduled times, and we have had services with individually
packaged communion as well. Besides our regular services, we have “mask only” communion services
offered on Wednesday mornings at 10 AM and Thursday evening at 5:30 PM. Communion is always
offered on the second and fourth Sunday every month, and the preceding Wednesday and Thursday. All
Thursday evening services will be held outside in August, weather permitting. The sanctuary and
surrounding areas and restrooms are cleaned between the services.
4) We continue to evaluate all the various strategies and protocols available to us in order to reopen school
in August. We have acquired a good stockpile of cleaning products and we are in the process of acquiring
a good sized supply of paper toweling.
5) We now have a very energy efficient building. Thanks to the great work of Buss Electric, all of the lights
in the 1998 and 1982 portions of the school have been replaced with LED lighting. It will save us on
electricity and we also won’t need to replace light bulbs nearly as often.
6) Thanks to Joel Weeks for spearheading the effort to clean out some remaining stuff from the 1907 church.
There were things that were left over and hadn’t been removed initially, and over the years it became
clear that they would not be needed for any other purposes. He got a big construction dumpster and
about a dozen volunteers helped to haul things out to the dumpster. We thank all those volunteers.
7) With all that has happened this year, we did complete the 2019-2020 fiscal year on satisfactory financial
footing. We did not have to dip into any of our reserve funds, which are intended for in the event that
we don’t cover everything in the budget. God continues to bless us in very many ways.
8) The sale of the CORE’s building on Franklin St. is set to close on July 31. Everything is in place for that to
take place, and some things have been moved already to the College Avenue building. We are planning
on having services here at St. Peter for The CORE for the first three weekends in August, as the renovation
is not quite ready to wrap up on College Avenue. Stay tuned for opportunities that may come about to
help paint or clean or move. The renovation has truly transformed that building and it will be a great
blessing to 922 Ministries and the community.

Tom Dietzler

ST. PETER LUTHERAN SCHOOL

SCHOOL NEWS
Bible Class
Schedule
AUGUST 2020
Greetings 922 Family,
St. Peter Lutheran ECM and School is preparing for 5 day a week in person learning to continue in fall of
2020. We know that “in all things, God works for the good of those who love him.” (Romans 8:28) God
will bless our work together.
Recently, a survey was sent to our school families. Your Board of Education would like to share our survey
result summary with you.
147 responses were received for the Board of Education to review and consider as we plan for the upcoming
school year. When asked to rate your level of comfort with in person instruction, 99% of respondents
indicated that they were “completely comfortable” or “not 100%, but willing to follow the decisions made
by leadership teams.” Also reflected in response commentary were notes and suggestions about the
following: mask requirements or not, temperature checks, socialization needs, a need for movement (lunch,
phy-ed, recess) while maintaining safety, support for child development and mental health, and additional
cleaning measures for sanitizing and safety of students and staff.
Ultimately, the Outagamie County Health Department will be our direct line of communication to
make decisions throughout the school year for the health and safety of everyone in our St. Peter
community. At this time, the Board of Education is recommending the following precautionary measures be
taken for IN PERSON learning to continue in Fall 2020:
•
•

•

•

Arrival temperature checks
Masks or face shields will be worn by students, called workers and hired staff while in common
areas including arrival/departure and moving around the school. They will NOT be required
during homeroom desk work. Students will need to be able to use protective gear independently.
Additional space has been made available in the classrooms, by removing extra furniture that will
not be used this year for safety measures. This will allow for additional space between student
desks.
Cleaning and handwashing procedures will be in place at a more rigorous schedule and will be
taught to students at age appropriate levels.

16% of the survey respondents indicated a great success in virtual learning, 30% indicated there were highs
and lows and 54% found this last quarter to be challenging. Your responses and feedback are so valuable as
we create a plan for instruction through virtual learning. The St Peter leadership teams understand
the hardship it causes families when at home learning is required. We are working toward a model of IN
PERSON 5-days per week instruction, but know that our community of learners will need to proceed with
caution. We have VIRTUAL instruction plans in place for if/when they are needed. There has been a
significant amount of time and planning put into a structure for VIRTUAL learning that can help improve the
process for all involved.
Thank you again for your prayers and support of Christian Education. May the Lord shower all of us with
peace, patience, wisdom, and energy.

Phil Punzel, Principal

The CORE Newsletter - AUGUST 2020
(N)EVER CHANGING
July 26th marked the last services held at the 222 W. Franklin location of The CORE. I know that
everything about our new facility is an improvement compared to the old, but I can’t help but feel
some sadness as we leave the place that in my heart equals faith, friends, and familiar. I don’t think
of myself as overly sentimental, but I find myself feeling this way fairly often.
•

I’m a little bit sad when I reach the end of a really good book or TV series. I want the story to
continue!

•

I’ve felt this way each time I’ve dropped off our next child at college at the beginning of their
freshman year. Of course, it’s awesome that they’re beginning college, but I know it marks a
real and permanent transition in our family dynamic.

•

I feel the same way at the end of a Starting Point or Life Group. We study the Word together,
grow in faith, and create a real connection. Then it ends. Yeah, we’ll still see each other,
communicate, and be in God’s Word together, but the unique chemistry of the group will
never be replicated.

•

I especially have felt sad each time I’ve left one church to begin ministering at a new one. In
every farewell sermon I have preached, I had to choke back the tears. Something good has
come to an end (even though I’m excited about the new good that’s about to begin!)

So are you also feeling a twinge of sadness about the move? The queasiness of a constantly shifting
life and the persistent movement is unsettling. Change is unavoidable in an ever-changing world.
The older you get, the more this reality gets in your face.
Where do I go when I’m feeling motion sickness from life changes? Where do I turn when feeling
loss and sadness?
I remember Psalm 18:1-2 “I love you, LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, my fortress and
my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold.” His is the rock jutting out of a stormy sea. The water churns all around and
smashes against it, but it doesn’t move in the slightest. I stand on him.
I remember to “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures forever” (Psalm 136:1).
The sacrifice of Jesus and his resurrection prove it!
I remember I’m a part of a God’s household, a permanent family that is established on the rocksolid foundation of God’s Word with Jesus himself as the cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20).
I remember that I’m not a permanent resident of a changing world characterized by loss. I am a
citizen of heaven and I await my Savior from there (Philippians 3:20).
So as we transition CORE buildings, let’s pause, reflect, and pray. Thank God for the lives he
changed at the old building. Turn to God and remember that our peace doesn’t come from a place
but from Him who never changes. Praise God that even in a changing world, his love endures
forever. Ask God to use our new location to do even greater things for his glory. Ask God to renew
us as his church to work hard together for that which never changes and lasts forever.
I can’t wait to worship our never-changing God with you in our new building!

- Pastor Michael Ewart

The CORE

820 W. College Avenue; Appleton, WI 54914

922ministries.com

St. Peter Lutheran Church – August 2020
Sunday

2 Worship – 7:30; 9 &

Monday

3

10:30 am
Bible Class – 10:15 am
(online)
CORE – 3:30 pm @
St. Peter

Tuesday

4
Bible Class – 6:30 pm
(online)

Wednesday

Thursday

5

6

Lord’s Supper – 10 am
(masks required)
Christian Recovery –
6:30 pm @ St. Peter

Worship w/Lord’s
Supper – 6:30 pm
(Outdoor)
5:30 pm – Lord’s Supper
(mask required)

9 Worship w/Lord’s

10

11

12

13

Supper – 7:30; 9 &
10:30 am
Bible Class – 10:15 am
(online)
CORE - 3:30 pm @
St. Peter

Board of Ed Mtg –
6 pm

CDS Registration
A-L 7:30-10:30 am &
4:00 – 6:30 pm
Bible Class – 6:30 pm
(online)

CDS Registration
M-Z 7:30-10:30 am &
4:00 – 6:30 pm
Christian Recovery – 6:30
pm @ St. Peter)

Worship – 6:30 pm
(Outdoor)

16 Worship – 7:30; 9 & 17

18

19

20

10:30 am
Bible Class – 10:15 am
(online)
CORE - 3:30 pm @
St. Peter

Bible Class – 6:30 pm
(online)

Lord’s Supper – 10 am
(masks required)
Christian Recovery –
6:30 pm @ St. Peter

Worship w/Lord’s
Supper – 6:30 pm
(Outdoor)
5:30 pm – Lord’s Supper
(mask required)

922 Ministries
Leadership Mtg –
6:30 pm

23 Worship w/Lord’s 24

25

26

27

Supper – 7:30; 9 &
10:30 am
Bible Class – 10:15 am
(online)
CORE - TBD

Bible Class – 6:30 pm
(online)

First Day of School for
5K – 8th Grade

Worship – 6:30 pm
(Outdoor)

First Day of Early
Childhood Ministry

30 Worship – 7:30; 9 & 31
10:30 am
Bible Class – 10:15 am
(online)
CORE - TBD

Christian Recovery –
6:30 pm @ St. Peter

Friday

7

Saturday

1/8
Men’s Open Gym –
7:15 am

14

15
Men’s Open Gym –
7:15 am

21

22
Men’s Open Gym –
7:15 am

28

29
Men’s Open Gym –
7:15 am

