~ SOROPTIMIST
~ INTERNATIONAL
S 71" International Convention
18-21 July

> KUALA LUNPUR 2018

Malaysia Truly Asia

3

R

Sl Convention Presentation - District Meetings 2019




WHERE IS MALAYSIA ?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SO WHERE IS MALAYSIA?

Malaysia is between Thailand and Indonesia and is a 15 hour flight from the West Coast. Kuala Lumpur is the capital of Malaysia and is home to almost 2 million people.  The temperatures were between 70 & 80 degrees with 90% humidity.  Think about taking a shower in a closet with the door closed, and you begin to feel how humid it is. 
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Here is a look at the KLCC Convention Center which is one of the most modern and sophisticated five-story buildings situated in the heart of Kuala Lumpur. These are the gardens that surround the center. It really was a beautiful location.
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Kuala Lumpur has undergone rapid development in recent decades and is home to the tallest twin buildings in the world, the Petronas Towers, which have since become an iconic symbol of Malaysian development. 
As you can see we had some great views from the top.



NEW KINGS PALACE

) STANA NEGARA



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We were able to take a few tours with other Soroptimist members and enjoyed visiting the New King's Palace. We saw the changing of the guard when they replaced the horse soldiers located on both sides of the entrance. They actually train at Buckingham Palace.
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We also visited the Islamic Arts Museum and enjoyed the miniature models of Mosques from all over the world.  It is the largest museum of Islamic Arts in South East Asia with more than seven thousand artifacts from the Islamic world. 


WOW KL CULTURAL SHOW
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We enjoyed an international buffet and cultural show the WOW kl venue.  Governor Sylvia’s husband Andrew even got up on stage and showed us some of his dance moves!  He sure was a good sport. 


MALAYSIA CREST
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On the left is the coat of arms of Malaysia  and on the right is the original national war memorial of Malaysia. It commemorates the First and Second World War and the Civil War of 1948-1960.
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Elaine and I also went to and elephant sanctuary. 
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Let’s take a look at some convention highlights.


QUEEN OF MALAYSIA

Her Majesty, KDYMM Seri Paduka Baginda Raja Permaisuri Agong
Tunku Hajah Azizah Aminah Maimunah Iskandariah Binti Al-
Marhum Al-Mutawakkil Alallah Sultan Iskandar Al-Haj.
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We were honored to have the Queen of Malaysia give the official city welcome – I won’t even try to pronounce her name!
Malaysia has installed a new British-educated king after the shock abdication of the former monarch to marry a former Russian beauty queen. 
Malaysia is the only country in the world with an elected monarch, with the heads of nine royal households rotating as king every five years. 
The new queen is the former international director of Girl Guides. 
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The highlight of the opening is always the parade of flags. Governor Sylvia carried in the Flag of Guam and Rena Borja carried in the Flag of Palau. We wanted to show you the other flags of Founder Region as well. 


KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

PROFESSOR EMERITUS DR MAZLAN
OTHMAN

CHRISTINA LAMB OBE

PROF DR JACQUELINE M. CRAMER ZAINAH ANWAR
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CHRISTINA LAMB OBE (Chief Foreign Correspondent, Sunday Times & Author)  says, “As a woman, I try hard to get stories of women into the paper. Personally, I think the real heroes of war are not the men fighting (mostly they are men) but usually the women who are struggling to protect, feed and shelter their children while all around them is chaos.”

PROF DR JACQUELINE M. CRAMER has served as the Dutch Minister of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment. Her role involved the implementation of sustainable entrepreneurship, corporate social responsibility and circular economy.

ZAINAH ANWAR  co-founded two ground-breaking women’s rights groups that engage with Islam from a rights perspective to promote the rights of women living in Muslim contexts.

PROFESSOR EMERITUS DR MAZLAN OTHMAN  fought gender bias to become Malaysia’s first astrophysicist. She then climbed the ladder to become the Director of the United Nations Office for Outer Space. She spoke on Women Leading in Technology and Innovation. 
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There was a wonderful line up of program presentations and discussions addressing many issues. 

Technology & Innovation emphasized frontiers for Soroptimist Clubs to promote women and girls in STEM careers and business opportunities.  They touched on how technology and innovation be used to empower and enrich women to overcome gender inequality. 

Healthcare & Lifetime Wellness explored ways to develop intergenerational communities more holistically than the nuclear family structure. At the forefront of women’s wellness and preventive medicine, new careers emerge in societal healthcare and support care for many aging populations. 

And of course, Climate Change affects everyone and all forms of life on earth. Women and girls especially in rural area are particularly vulnerable during disasters and adverse environmental conditions. 
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The greatest part about attending an SI Convention is meeting Soroptimist members from around the world and making global connections. They provided a booklet with all the names of the attendees and my friend Elaine and I had a great time marking off everyone we met. And look at the beautiful material made from the Soroptimist emblem!


SOROPTIMIST
. | INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION

KUALA LUNPUR 19-21 July 2018

5% UBS FOUNDER REGION MEMBERS
N Rena Borja - Sl/Guam
et Julie Arigo - SI/Honolulu
Sylvia Crafton - Sl/the Marianas
Kris Chorbi - SI/Eureka
Elaine Reed - Sl/Eureka
Arlene Bordallo - SI/Guam

Kathy Sigman - SI/El Cerrito
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We had a small contingent of members from Founder Region pictured here. 
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AND BOY DID THEY LIKE TO FEED US!  

Besides having tea time twice a day, the lunches and dinners highlighted Malaysia’s most authentic cuisines, which reflected the multiethnic makeup of its population – Malays, Chinese and Indian.
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The last night was the Kaleidoscope of Cultures gala and look who ended up as a finalist in the costume contest? 

Governor Sylvia and I truly reflected the cultural diversity that is Founder Region. 
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Start building up your pot of gold so you can attend the 2023 SI Convention in Dublin, Ireland as we “Challenge the Future” through Soroptimist service.  

This convention was truly a once in lifetime experience and one of the best ways to explore the world and experience the cultures of Soroptimist. 
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