Installation of Officers 

SI The East Bay
Wednesday, June 9, 2010

Today the officers and delegates of Soroptinist International of The East Bay take their oath of office; I am truly honored to be your installing officer. When I was asked by President Judy to install the 2010-2011 officers, I was honored. As such, I wanted to make this a special event. 
This ceremony is a solemn and impressive occasion during which each of us pledges herself to the ideals and the purposes of the Soroptimist International of the Americas. Upon you, as others, rest real and challenging responsibilities. This club looks to you for successful execution of the purposes of Soroptimism…Leadership…Service…Achievement…Friendship…Integrity and Sincerity…..The rainbow has always been a symbol of hope and bright future. This explains why this installation of officers is a symbolic candle lighting ceremony. These officers are going to light a new rainbow for the days ahead. This large white candle is a symbol of our entire organization, from which we receive inspiration, instruction and guidance in the same manner that the smaller colored candles receive their light from the larger candle.
Will the newly elected officers and delegates please come forward to take the oath of office.

Delegates: Judy Jones and Sandra Johnson - I have chosen the color GREEN symbolizing readiness. It is your duty to represent the members at the district meeting and regional conference and bring back information vital to your club; you will be traveling to represent your club at these functions. It is your duty to know what will be voted on so you will be able to represent their wishes with your voice and vote. As a token of your pledge, I now ask you to light the green candle in symbolism of your readiness to represent you club.

Assistant Treasurer: Lynn Levin – I have chosen the color of BLUE symbolizing sincerity and unity. As assistant to the treasurer, it is your duty to attend all club and board meetings and to be ready to take over the duties of the treasurer in her absence and to keep yourself informed on all financial matters of the club. You will be typifying the Soroptimist objective of sincerity. As a token of you pledge, I know ask you to light the blue candle in symbolism of true blue to your club.
Treasurer: Tamesa Rogers – I have chosen the color of GOLD symbolizing wealth. In choosing you to be treasurer during the coming year, these members are putting into your hands the financial affairs of the club. It is your responsibility to keep accurate records of all receipts and disbursements and to report on the financial status of the club at business meetings. Your role is typified by the Soroptimist objective of Integrity. As a token of your pledge, I now ask you to light the gold candle in symbolism of wealth, trust and honesty.
Corresponding Secretary: Frances Veasey – I have chosen the color PINK symbolizing promptness. As corresponding you will be conducting the communications of the club with the public and with members. Your position is one of extending friendship is all that you do. It is the objective of Soroptimist that you office represents. As a token of your pledge, I now ask you to light the pink candle symbolizing that you will keep abreast of activities in a prompt manner.
Recording Secretary: Cathy Coyte – I have chosen the color RED symbolizing creation and growth through unity. As secretary it is your duty to keep the records of the club and to maintain the history of the achievements during the coming year. Thus, you will be serving the Soroptimist objectives of friendship and achievement. As a token of your pledge, I now ask you to light the red candle symbolic of the record of the golden deeds you are to keep.
Vice President: Billie Knight – I have chosen the color YELLOW symbolizing truth, wisdom and encouragement. It will be your duty to help the president in every way possible and to carry on the affairs of the club in her absence, if necessary. In this role you will be carrying out the Soroptimist objective of “Dignity of Service.” As a token of your pledge, I now ask you to light the yellow candle to symbolize the courage expected of you as second in authority.

President: Shirley Ambro – I have chosen the color WHITE symbolizing love and understanding. Your fellow Soroptimist have done you the honor of selecting you to lead them in the achievement of Soroptimist objectives during the year. It is your duty, as president, to preside at all meetings, appoint and guide committees carrying out the work and activities of the club and to represent the club at public affairs whenever called upon. As a token of your pledge, I now ask you to light the white candle. White is a mixture of all colors of the rainbow, thus, it symbolizes to the president a combination of duties.
Do you all accept the duties of your office and promise to fulfill them to the best of your ability? 

To All Officers: You are to be congratulated on having been elected to direct the abilities of Soroptimist International of The East Bay for the ensuing year. You realize the responsibilities that are yours and we are confident you will accept the obligations seriously, and that the next year may be a credit to your club. The success of this club depends largely on you.

To All Members: You have chosen these members to lead you in the year ahead, but in placing them as your leaders, you must not loose sight of the fact that cooperation of every member is necessary for the continuing success you have enjoyed in the past.

As the glorious rainbow has no end, so may the future of this club continue to be an honor to belong…Sincerity in our friendship….Benefit to all of us, to our country and to our founders. President Shirley has chosen as her theme, "Membership Each One, Reach One"; this is a challenge for all of you to help her in her quest to improve the lives of women and girls in your community.
I now declare these officers and delegates duly installed in the offices for which they were elected. I wish you a most successful and happy term in office.
