
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to the 2022-2024          
Biennium! 
 

The Founder Region and Fellow-
ship boards are ready to work 
hard, support our clubs and have 
fun while continuing to share our 
love of Soroptimist with our mem-
bers as they strive to provide 
women and girls with access to 
the education and training they 
need to achieve economic em-
powerment.  
 
My theme for the 2022-2024 bi-
ennium is “Bee the Dream!” and 
the official emblem is the “Bee”. 
Bees are a symbol of creativity 
and industriousness. Bees sym-
bolize community, organization, 
collaboration, creation, relation-
ships, and the overall sense of 
harmony in one’s environment. 
They are governed and operated 
by female energy, representing 
intuitive insight, subconscious 
thought and creativity. Dreams 
are a series of thoughts, images, 
or emotions toward a strongly 
desired goal or purpose, some-
thing that fully satisfies a wish. 
With Dreams, anything is possi-
ble. We must continue to Bee the 
Dream! for the future of our or-
ganization, so we can have a 

sustainable impact on those who 
have yet to need our help and 
support. 
 

Our world can be challenging and 
our clubs in Founder Region are 
finding new and creative ways to 
continue the important work of 
fulfilling our mission. Zoom meet-
ings are gradually becoming our 
past  as we begin to gather in 
person for meetings, fundraisers, 
and social events. But Zoom is 
not going away. SIA has an-
nounced Soroptimist Forward – a 
“Digital Toolkit” to help volunteer 
club leaders and members raise 
awareness about your local im-
pact and global issues; grow your 
fundraising events and programs; 
engage in new ways with your 
fellow members; and continue to 
make meaningful impact on the 
lives of the women and girls you 
serve on a regular basis. 
 

Now, more than ever, the women 
and girls we serve need us 
to dream big–to reinvent and 
reimagine how we serve our 
communities. This Digital Toolkit 
is a starter guide to help you con-

nect with each other in new 
ways and continue the critical 
work you do in your communi-
ties! Please check it out on the 
SIA website. 
                                                          
In the coming months we will 
introduce you to our Region 
and Fellowship Boards, as well 
as some of our committee 
chairs. They will be  sharing 
information about their family, 
their work life and their favorite 
leisure time activities; this 
month we are highlighting 
Treasurer Tess Albin-Smith. I 
hope you enjoy reading and 
learning about these region 
leaders; I hope it will inspire 
you to want to “sign on” to re-
gion leadership as well. We still 
have many openings for District 
Representatives on our com-
mittees, so if you have a desire 
to join one of the many commit-
tees, please let me know and 
we will sign you up. 
 
In Soroptimist friendship, 
Vicki Ham,  
Governor 2022-2024 
. 
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Governor, Vicki Ham 
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Secretary, Kristal Koga 
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Directors: 
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As president of the 2022-2024 Founder Region 

Fellowship Board, I am proud to serve during 

this biennium and I look forward to working with 

the new board.   

The Fellowship Board is excited as well to work 

with all of you for a successful two years for the 

Fellowship program - Founder Region’s identify-

ing project!   

With new board members come new ideas for 

fundraising and implementation of new proce-

dures, so stay tuned for exciting announce-

ments.   

Fellowship will be celebrating our 75th Anni-

versary in 2023 so we need to aim higher and 

reach new fundraising goals! 

As you start planning your club year, please 

budget for Fellowship to name a fellow each 

club year or biennium. We need your support 

to sustain this wonderful program to help wom-

en change the world. If you have an idea for 

fundraising, please contact President Kris.  

ANNOUNCING AN ALL NEW FELLOWSHIP 

WEBSITE! 

Check out our new website with new look and 

increased content. Visit us at 

www.FounderRegionFellowship.org 

 

22-24 Fellowship Board 
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Fellowship Report 

Fellowship Board 
President -  Kris Chorbi 

Treasurer - Danelle Tegarden 
 

Fellowship Directors: 

District I - Billie Knight 

District II - Dana Holve 

District III - Laurie Gillian 

District IV - Laura Middlemiss 

District V - Angie Burgarin 

Website:  

Www.founderregionfellowship.org 

Email: 

2022.2024Fellowship@gmail.com 

Treasurer Email: 

FRFellowshipTreasurer2022.2024@gmail.com  

Address: 

3505 Pine Street, Eureka, CA 95503 

http://Www.FounderRegionFellowship.org
https://founderregionfellowship.org/
mailto:2022.2024Fellowship@gmail.com


SIA is currently working through the member-
ship reporting and will be posting the results 
of Phase 4 cash prizes and club/region 
recognition on the website, so stay tuned for 

the results! 

Speaking of campaigns, SIA has decided that 
instead of having multi-year campaigns, they 
will soon be introducing shorter, more target-
ed campaigns for our clubs to participate in, 

in order to reach our membership goals.   

Looking forward to collaborating with you! 

The three primary areas that I will focus on 

are: 

 Membership development in the exist-

ing clubs. 

 Club Chartering. 
 Mentoring and developing the new 

clubs. 

So, any information that you can provide to 
me on your membership successes and 
challenges will be helpful to begin our part-
nership of achieving membership goals for 
your club and our Region. Thank you to all 
who participated in the Diamond Campaign 
that ran from June 1, 2021-May 31, 2022.  

What could be better than to take some time 
to refresh yourself! Take a vacation, experi-
ence a new culture, attend a Soroptimist 
International convention, or pamper yourself 
at a week-long spa retreat. There’s an infinite 
list of things you could do if you plan, focus, 

organize and get excited … Refresh!  

That’s what we do in Soroptimist in the 
month of July … we start a new fiscal year, a 
new set of Board members, a new club cal-
endar, … A new start or as some call it,        

A new Beginning!  

The start of our new fiscal year always 

means a chance to do more for the women 
and girls of our dream programs. How can 
we increase our 10% Club Giving this year 
from last year? What type of fundraisers 

shall we have this year?  

Are there any community events happening 
this summer that we could partner with to 
show the public that we exist, and we are 
here to assist those seeking direction, guid-

ance and support!  

Take time to Renew and Restore!  

 

21-22 Club Giving donations used for: 

 Granting Live Your Dream Awards to 

women who do not live near a club  

 Enabling a newly chartered club to pro-
vide a Live Your Dream Award in their 

local community  

 Funding region and federation level Live 

Your Dream Awards  

Imagine how much we could do when 

every club contributes at least 10% of 

their locally raised funds.  

 Update your club website with the 

new officers and committees. 

 Review website for current SIA logos. 

 Update admins for your club social media 

sites - 2 or 3 members. 

 Announce your new board on social me-

dia and new presidents theme. 

 Send PA announcement to the local 

newspaper about the new board. 

 Think about starting a club newsletter, if 
you have not done so already. It’s a great 

way to keep members informed!  

 

As your new Public Awareness Chair, I am 
excited to deliver the region newsletter to our 
members each month with the help of the 
region chairs and Governor Vicki.  We hope 

you like the new format. 

One new feature in the newsletter will be a 
Club Calendar to share events throughout 
the region.  Clubs supporting each other’s 
events and celebrations creates a positive 
member experience for all, and the board 

members love attending too!  

As we start a new club year, here are a few 

public awareness reminders: 

 Start advertising your fall events - Save 

the Date! 

 See more PA info on SIA website! 

I am available to help with your website 
needs and this a great time to get working 
on it. Contact me soon to schedule a meet-
ing and start making notes on what needs 
to be updated.  I look forward to supporting 

your club in all things public awareness!            

Membership - Chair Lyn Lurbe 

Public Awareness - Chair Kris Chorbi 

Welcome to a new fiscal year!  My name is 
Lyn Lurbe, and I will be your Region Mem-

bership Chair for the fiscal year 2022-2024. 

My role as Region Membership Chair is to 
solely support the club’s recruitment and 
retainment efforts by sharing information that 
I gather from SIAHQ and our Founder Re-
gion Board and communicating and educat-
ing our members to increase participation 
and to create a civil and enjoyable club expe-
rience. This can all be achieved through a 
partnership of efforts with communication as 

the key factor.  

Fundraising - Chair Gina Moore 
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Submit your club event details to 

kchorbi5@yahoo.com by the 10th of 

each month for sharing in this 

newsletter.  

https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/federation-information/recognition-and-branding-tools/logos-downloads.html
https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/federation-information/recognition-and-branding-tools/social-media-ads.html
mailto:kchorbi5@yahoo.com?subject=Newsletter%20


Happy Soroptimist New Year!  It is time to 

BEE the DREAM. Remember Soroptimist’s 

Big Goal - to invest in the dreams of half a 

million women and girls by 2031 through 

access to education. 

 

You, yes you, can be part of that.  Let’s ex-

pand our Live Your Dream Awards to in-

clude more people; create or expand a Big 

Goal Accelerator project; create or expand a 

Dream It Be It Project; help find a Violet     

Richardson Award recipient.  There are many 

ways to participate, and everyone’s help is 

needed. 

 

Start by making sure your Club has a Live 

Your Dream Chair and a Dream It Be Chair. 

Then, watch for information on the timelines 

for all of the Dream programs.  The first ones 

come up in August so be on the lookout. 

I look forward to working with all of you and 

keep watching this space for more infor-

mation.  

funds to this club year. 

The grant can be used towards DI,BI pro-

gram materials, pizza party, DI,BI swag, etc.  

Completing at least three sessions in the 
curriculum are required to receive this grant. 
And if the program is supported by several 

clubs, each club can apply for the grant.  

Access to Dream It, Be It resources and a 
toolkit are located on the Founder Region 
website. Please contact me with questions 
or if you need assistance with your program. 
 

DOWNLOAD APPLICATION 
Please submit application to Bev Gomer, Dream 

Take advantage of a $500 Dream It, Be It 
Grant from Founder Region! As one club 
can attest: The $500 grant was absolute-
ly necessary to our success. We would 
not have been able to buy the supplies 
required if we hadn't had the assurance 
that some of our expenses were cov-
ered.  Is there some way to obtain another 
grant for our next session (during the 2022

-2024 biennium)? 

The answer is Yes, if it’s a different ses-
sion/project or a one-time renewal. Addi-
tionally, clubs who have been “granted” 
and not yet held a program can carry over 

It, Be It Chair. 
245 Sierra Court, Martinez, CA 94553    
   Cell: 925-963-2557    
    bevgomer3@gmail.com 
 
Good news: Stay tuned for a “Dream It, 
Be It 101” virtual workshop coming this 
fall from SIA!  

Live Your Dream 

Program Report - Chair Elise Balgley 

Dream It, Be It - Chair Bev Gomer 

Live Your Dream Portal 

Application period open from                
August 1 -  November 15 through the 

LYD online portal. 

Frequently Asked Questions about our 
Dream Program Strategy - Read answers 
to your questions about our strategy of 
focusing on building the collective impact 

of our Dream Programs.        

                                                 

 

One Live Your Dream Winner said: 

"It's been a long road and it feels like 

every step of  the way was worth it to 

get here - with a job, a home, and 

healthy children" 

RESOURCES 

DI, BI RESOURCES 

All Live Your Dream 

Awards club re-

sources in one docu-

ment. Download or 

print the Live Your 

Dream Awards Club 

Participation Toolkit 

Our Target Population - Learn 
why Soroptimist empowers wom-

en and girls who face obstacles. 

 

Learn about the importance of 
education in achieving economic 
empowerment in our research 
paper, Education and Economic 
Empowerment: The Future for 

Women and Girls 
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https://storage.snappages.site/y9i5386vmb/assets/files/Application-for-Dream-It-Be-It-Grant-FIN-74.pdf
https://founderregion.snappages.site/dream-it-be-it
mailto:bevgomer3@gmail.com
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/dream-program-strategy-faq.pdf
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/dream-program-strategy-faq.pdf
https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/program-resources/lyd-awards-club-resources/index.html
https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/program-resources/dream-it-be-it-club-resources/index.html
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/live-your-dream-awards-club-resources/club-participation-toolkit.pdf
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/target-population.pdf
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/education-and-economic-empowerment-short.pdf
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/education-and-economic-empowerment-short.pdf
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/education-and-economic-empowerment-short.pdf


Your district directors will be contacting 

the host clubs to begin planning. We 

look forward to seeing everyone in          

person this year! 

District V Meeting  

Saturday, October 22, 2022 

Sacred Hearts Academy, Honolulu, HI 

Host Club: 

SI/Central Oahu, SI/Honolulu & SI/

Waikiki Foundation, Inc.  

District V Leadership Training 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 

Sacred Hearts Academy, Honolulu, HI  

All Soroptimist Clubs in Founder Region you 
are urged to reach out to the high schools in 
your community and establish and support “S” 

Clubs. 

Founder Region has the resources to assist 

your efforts. 

“S” Clubs are service clubs in our community 
geared toward  high school students.    Men-
toring girls through sponsorship of an “S” Club 
enables Soroptimists to guide and support 
these girls while providing growth and leader-

ship opportunities.   

A financial perk we offer is  an “S” Club schol-
arship in the amount of $500.00 awarded 
yearly to an outstanding high school senior 

who is a member of “S” Club..   

 Recruit several members to be advi-
sors who act as a liaison to the 
school and your Soroptimist Club.  

Time commitments vary. 

 Research material on the Founder 
Region Website under Resources, 

Programs, “S” Clubs for information 

 Print out the  “S” Club brochure and 
take it to the high school counselor, 

or administrator as an overview. 

 Provide a simple one-page handout 
for the students explaining the mis-
sion of an “S” Club, suggested pro-
jects, and ways you can help. Such 
as: Financial support, pizza at meet-

ings, ideas…   

                                                             

Funds are available from Founder Region 

for start-ups of clubs. 

As your “S” Club Chair I am always will-
ing to help.  I can attend a meeting via 
Zoom, unlike some people, I love Zoom-

ing! 

         soroptimistjoy@gmail.com 

 
Remember your  teenage self and be the 

mentor you needed then! 

 

SUNDAY 

AUGUST 28, 2022 

6:00 - 7:30p.m. 

Topics include: 

Identifying Club Chairs, LYD Portal, 

LYD Resources, Recruiting Applicants, 

Live Portal Demonstration, Honoring 

Recipients, Reporting  

Join us for a Live Your Dream Portal  Tutorial 

for club LYD Chairs. Get a jump on learning 

what you need to do in the portal so you can 

begin getting applicants.  Region LYD Chair 

Debbie Coles will share tips and tricks on 

working in the portal and how to get appli-

cants.  

Talk to other club chairs and hear what 

worked for them.. 

VISIT THE REGION WEBSITE FOR MORE  

INFORMATION & PORTAL VIDEOS.  

District Meetings 

Founder Region Tutorials 

District I & II Meeting 

Saturday, October 15, 2022 

Galileo Club, Richmond 

Host Clubs: 

SI/Martinez & SI/Rio Vista  

District III & IV Meeting 

Saturday, October 8, 2022 

Ukiah Valley Conference Center, Ukiah 

Host Clubs: 

SI/Sonoma Valley & SI/Humboldt Bay  

SAVE THE DATE! 

“S” Club Call to Action 
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REGISTER NOW  

https://founderregion.snappages.site/s-clubs
https://storage.snappages.site/y9i5386vmb/assets/files/2022-23_application_for_s_club_startup-F-14.pdf
mailto:soroptimistjoy@gmail.com
https://founderregion.snappages.site/live-your-dream
https://redwoods-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAudO-rqz0vHNXAAAWSLRhFwyYSkAMNuqpd


I’m thoroughly enjoying doing the Treas-
urer’s job for the Founder Region and all 
the comradery that comes with being on 
the Board! 

 

decision--never looked back. 
 
Fun for me is mostly outdoors stuff—I 
used to play, coach, and referee sports 
year-around and I put on huge soccer 
and softball tournaments. In my bus I’m 
known as “Coach”, which is easier to 
remember than my name. We have a 
boat and I love ocean fishing, traveling 
and hiking, organizing fundraisers and 
events, gardening, playing music, fool-
ing around with my computer, and visit-
ing our 3 grandchildren.  
 
I’m “retired”, but I like to be busy so I 
wear a lot of hats—I’m a classical tim-
panist, substitute teacher, city council-
woman, consulting forester, and school 
bus and wine tour driver. And of course 

What makes your club                           
successful? 

As you consider your plans for the upcom-
ing club year, be sure and take a look at 
SI A ’s  C lub  Ro adma p  h t t ps : / /
www.soropt imis t .o rg / fo r -c lubs-and-
m e m b e r s / f o r - c l u b s / c l u b -
administration.html. This roadmap gives 
you ideas to ensure that you are creating a 
great positive club experience for your 

members and focusing on our mission.  In 

addition, here are a few strategies that 
clubs need to consider: 
 

Provide a positive club  experience: 
Future success relies upon growing SIA 
clubs and retaining members through an 
engaging and civil member experience. We 

foster a collaborative 
experience by aligning 
club activities with our 
Big Goal of investing in 
the dreams of half a 
million women and 

girls through access to education. We val-
ue openness and inclusion to new mem-
bers and their ideas, leaving interpersonal 
conflicts aside for the greater good of our 

life-changing efforts.                                                                       

Build a Unified and Globally                
Recognized Brand 

When clubs and members are asked what 
they want most, they say more members 
and being better known for our impact. The 
only way to accomplish this is to consist-
ently be the organization we say we are 

and consistently do what we say we do:  
 
SIA clubs will work collaboratively, aligning 
their activities to support our 2021-2031 Big 
Goal of investing in the dreams of half a mil-
lion women and girls through access to edu-
cation. By unifying our work and visual identi-
ty to support one big goal we will build a 
movement capable of generating the funding 
needed to expand, deliver, and sustain our glob-
al Dream Programs to build a strong, recognized 
brand.  

Region Board Spotlight 

Tess Albin-Smith 

Founder Region Treasurer 

Charter Member SI/Noyo Sunrise 

 
I have lived in 4 cities in my life: I was born 
and raised in San Francisco, moved to Davis 
for college, lived and worked in Sacramento. 
But our home for the last 32 years has been 
Fort Bragg, CA., where my husband Doug 
and I raised 3 children (now adults living in 3 
different states west of the Rockies). We’re 
staying put on the Mendocino Coast. 
 
Doug and I both are retired state workers—
he’s a marine biologist retired from Dept. of 
Fish and Wildlife. I was with Calfire as a for-
ester/law enforcement/wildland fire fighter. 
The minute we moved to Fort Bragg I was 
invited to join and charter a new club 
(Soroptimist of Noyo Sunrise), which 
seemed like a good idea, even with a new  
job and 2 young children with one on the 
way. I didn’t know anyone, especially wom-
en, since I mostly worked with men. Great 

The “Buzz” from Bobbi 

C 
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https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/for-clubs/club-administration.html
https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/for-clubs/club-administration.html
https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/for-clubs/club-administration.html
https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/for-clubs/club-administration.html
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CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 

Congratulations to the following clubs 

celebrating their anniversary! 

2023 Conference 

May 5 - May 7, 2023  

Oakland Marriott City Center 

1001 Broadway, Oakland, CA  

(510) 451-4000  

Host Clubs: (District I)  

SI/East Bay  

SI/El Cerrito 

SI/Oakland The Founder Club 

SI/Tri-Valley 

Conference Page 

SIA Convention 

FOUNDER REGION LINKS 
Website 

Facebook  

Instagram  

Twitter  

Violet Richardson Award  

“S” Clubs 

Soroptimists Celebrating Success 

Treasurer Forms 

 

SIA LINKS 
Website 

Facebook 

Live Your Dream  

Dream it, Be it  

Dream Big Campaign 

2022 Convention 

Best for Women Newsletter 

 

SI LINKS 
Website 

President’s Appeal 

SI at the United Nations 

2023 Convention-Dublin, Ireland  

 

 

 

SI Convention 

2022 Virtual Convention 

July 22 & 23, 2022 

The platform opens at 5:00PM 

EDT, with the event starting 

promptly at 6:00PM EDT,            

ending at 10:30PM EDT.  

Website 

Register 

Facebook 

Region Conference 

2023 Convention 

July 27-29, 2023 

Dublin, Ireland 
 

Convention Centre Dublin   
 

Early Bird Registration Opens 

September 2022  

Website 

Facebook   

Twitter 

 

 

 

7/1/1996 SI/ East Bay  

   

8/1/2019 SI/ West Sonoma County 
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