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        FOUNDER REGION FELLOWSHIP, INC. 

 FELLOWSHIP AWARDS GALA 
 Education Inspires BIG Dreams! 

 
 

PROGRAM 
 

Call to Order    
Governor Kris Chorbi 

 
 

Introduction of the Fellowship Board  
President Cheryl Poncini 

 
 

Welcome   
District I Director Billie Knight   

 
 

Inspiration  
District III Director Fawn Williams   

 
 

Recognition of Past Fellowship Presidents   
President Cheryl Poncini 

 
 

Recognition of University Liaisons 
President Cheryl Poncini 

 
 

Where is She Now?   
The Ongoing Impact of a  

2017 Founder Region Fellowship Award   
Speaker:   Rachel Bernhard, Ph.D. (2018) – Political Science  

University of California, Berkeley 
Introduced by President Cheryl Poncini 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

2021 Fellowship Award Recipients   
 
 

Emily Barnes – Environmental Engineering 
University of California, Berkeley 

 
Introduced by District III Director Fawn Williams & 

Peacock Challenge Raffle Winner Sally Munger (SI/Clear Lake) 
 

 
Erica Bufanda – Astronomy  

University of Hawaii at Manoa 

 
Introduced by President Cheryl Poncini & 

Peacock Challenge Raffle Winner Amelia Benko  (SI/The Tri Valley)               

 
 

Andrea Johnson – Educational Leadership 
California State University, East Bay 

    
Introduced by District I Director Billie Knight & 

Peacock Challenge Raffle Winner Lynn Levin (SI/East Bay) 
 

 
Tamara Kerzhner – City & Regional Planning 

University of California, Berkeley 

 
Introduced by District II Director Dana Holve  

 

 



 

 

Ashley McGuigan –  Botany 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 

     
Introduced by District V Director Denise Ridge & 

    Peacock Challenge Raffle Winner Barbara Yamashita  (SI/Waikiki Foundation) 
 

 

Kendra Watanabe Nip – Educational Psychology  
University of Hawaii at Manoa 

     
Introduced by District V Director Denise Ridge & 

Peacock Challenge Raffle Winner Barbara Yamashita  (SI/ Waikiki Foundation) 
 

 

Caitlin Williams – Tropical Medicine & Medical Microbiology 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 

              
Introduced by District IV Director Crystal Arbuthnot 

 
 

Bernadette Zermeno – Educational Leadership 
Mills College 

 
Introduced by Fellowship Treasurer Teresa Karlson 

 
You Make This Possible 

President Cheryl & Treasurer Teresa 

 
Recognition of 2020-2021 Fellows 

 Fellowship District Directors  
 

Closing Remarks 
President Cheryl 


