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SCHREIBER & NEFFEN LAMP 
CATALOG 
by Jim with contributions from Frank 

As many of you know, catalogs, design 
records, and advertisements are invaluable in 
documenting fairy lamps.  Our Club is 
fortunate to have so many of these references 
available to help us identify the origins, 
manufacturers, distributors, and original 
configurations of our lamp collections.  Many 
of these early publications have been shared 
through our newsletter or stored on our 
website for convenient reference.  I am very 
happy to report that we have another lamp 
catalog reference to add to our well of 
knowledge. 

Frank provided me copies of two color 
catalog pages from the Schreiber & Neffen 
Glass Company.  These catalog pages are 
courtesy of the International Guild of Lamp 
Researchers,  Fil Graff. 1

Each of the Schreiber & Neffen catalog pages 
illustrates numerous miniature lamps and a 
few fairy lamps.  The fairy lamps are very 
unusual and, except for similarities to other 
fairy lamps, undocumented. 

The earliest catalog page is dated 1895 and 
illustrates three fairy lamps on matching 
bases.   

!  

Fairy lamp number 1270 appears to have an 
overshot texture, however, the drawing is too 
small to clearly identify.  The next fairy lamp, 
1271, is undocumented.  The shade and base 
appear to be hand painted with a landscape 
with a small cottage.  The third fairy lamp, 
1481, is easily recognized as being very 
similar to R-232 and R-233. 

!  

It is interesting to find this type of art glass in 
the Schreiber & Neffen catalog.  The Hobbs 
Brockunier Company made a similar type of 
glass in the mid-1880's and called it 
"Snowstorm."   So, the question is; "Who 2

copied who?"   

The second catalog, dated 1912, illustrates six 
fairy lamps on matching bases. 
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 Hobbs, Brockunier & Co. Glass, Neila & Tom Bredehoff, 1966, pg.1012



!  

These styles are very unusual and illustrate 
several styles that are different from types we 
have seen before.   

Number 6377 appears to have an embossed 
butterfly over a quilted pattern.  I am not 
aware of any other examples of fairy lamps 
that have a similar embossed design. 

Number 3366 is typical of many chimney 
types but has an embossed ribbed pattern not 
seen before in this style. 

The remaining fairy lamps are most unusual 
and, to the best of my knowledge, 
undocumented. 

I have been unable to find much information 
about the Schreiber & Neffen Glass Company 
except that it exists today under the name 
RONA Company, Ltd. in the Slovak 
Republic.  Their company webpage  provided 3

the following history of the company. 

"More than one hundred years ago the 
company was founded by Schreiber & Neffen 
of Vienna.  Today the glassworks' name, 
RONA, has direct historical links with the 
original name of the village in which it was 
founded.  

 

The glass blowers' craftsmanship and 
resulting quality of the products allowed the 
factory to gain international recognition very 
quickly.  As a result, a majority of its 
production was exported.  It began to service 
the most prestigious accounts of the time, 
including the famous Sacher hotel in Vienna.  

From the very beginning, the glassworks put 
huge efforts into developing its decorating 
techniques.  In 1896, the first pantograph 
etching equipment on the continent was 
installed, and it was RONA who introduced 
this delicate and lovely decoration to the 
European customers.  

The castle, originally the home of RONA's 
founders, now serves as the central showroom 
and business office for the factory."  

Early company catalogs provide additional 
information including the locations of offices 
in Budapest and Prag (Prague).   

!  

 www.rona.cz/en/encompanysprofile/enhistory/3



Also illustrated on the catalog cover is their 
trademark showing winged cherub blowing 
glass in front of a "glory hole." 

!  

Clever, but probably not OSHA approved. ☺  

Included with this issue of the newsletter are 
copies of the Schreiber & Neffen catalog 
pages.  I have purposely reprinted the pages 
to include the miniature lamps so that you can 
see the context in which the fairy lamps were 
offered.  In addition, I have put the catalog 
pages on-line and you can access them 
through our homepage in the section "Fairy 
Lamp Catalogs and Advertisements."


