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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 



FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  I SSUE LXVI  —  5     FEBRUARY 2013 
 

- 5 - 

easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 



FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  I SSUE LXVI  —  7     FEBRUARY 2013 
 

- 7 - 

 

The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 
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CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-



I SSUE LXVI  —  4     FEBRUARY 2013 FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  
 

- 4 - 

ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 
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CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 



FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  I SSUE LXVI  —  9     FEBRUARY 2013 
 

- 9 - 

CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 



I SSUE LXVI  —  8     FEBRUARY 2013 FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  
 

- 8 - 

 
R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 
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CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 



I SSUE LXVI  —  10     FEBRUARY 2013 FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  
 

- 10 - 

STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 
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CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 



I SSUE LXVI  —  6     FEBRUARY 2013 FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  
 

- 6 - 

 
Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 
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CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 



FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  I SSUE LXVI  —  3     FEBRUARY 2013 
 

- 3 - 

I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 
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CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 



FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  I SSUE LXVI  —  9     FEBRUARY 2013 
 

- 9 - 

CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 
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CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 
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CLUB NEWS 

BOOKS-N-BOOKS 

It would seem that I have gotten myself into 
the publishing business.  Not for profit, mind 
you, but for pleasure. 

As you know, I have published the Undocu-
mented Fairy Lamps book and made it avail-
able to our members.  In addition, this book 
has been published as an e-Book for the iPad.   

 

Neither version of this book is available to 
the public.  They are available only to our 
Club members.  The e-Book edition is par-
ticularly useful to me when I travel and need 
a quick reference. 

 

I have also published Clarke's Fairy Lamps 
by Tibbetts and 19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by Anthony as an e-Book for my iPad.  I can 
not offer these books for sale and only use 
the iPad versions for my personal use.  I 
bring this up as an opportunity for you to 
self publish your own books. 

There are many self publishing companies on-
line.  I have used "Blurb.com" for a few years 
and have been very pleased with their software 
tools, range of formats, and most importantly, 
the quality of their product.  However, de-
pending of the format and size of your book, 
they can be pretty expensive.  If you are inter-
ested in the books I have already published, 
my on-line bookstore is at: 
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www.blurb.com/user/store/Sapp. 

Many of the books you will find in "my store" 
were published for local non-profits that I vol-
unteer for.  The profit from the sale of these 
books goes directly to the organizations I sup-
port.   

Getting back on topic, I have recently published 
"Christmas Lights – Notes and Musing on 
Christmas Lights" by J. F. Madsen – 1940.  This 
work was compiled by his nephew Lloyd Gra-
ham in 1998 and published on our website as 
"Christmas Lights and Other Related Candle 
Lamps." 

 

When I first published this book, I sent a copy to 
Lloyd for his files.  Lloyd was appreciative of 
the book but thought it was too "professional 
looking" and readers may be disappointed in the 
content.  With that in mind, I asked Lloyd to 
write an introduction explaining exactly what 
the book is and what it is not.  I have added 
Lloyd's introduction to the book and it will be 
included in all future copies. 

This book is available only to our Club mem-
bers and will not be offered to the general pub-
lic.  If anyone has an interest in the publication, 
I will send a link to the publisher's on-line store 
only upon request. 

Finally, I want to let you know that I have a 
good supply of the "Clarke's New Fairy Lamps" 
an 1887 catalog published by T. Robert An-

thony.  This catalog is an invaluable reference 
and is exceeding difficult to find.  It is only 
available to our Club by the generous donation 
of one of our founding members in support of 
our Club.  Their generosity is certainly appre-
ciated by me and all who collect Victorian-era 
lamps. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP , MEETINGS, AND FEES 

Considering that this issue is a little light on 
articles, I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to cover some topics which have very 
little to do with fairy lamps, but have been 
on my mind for some time.  Please excuse 
the "waste of space" on topics you may have 
very little interest in. 

At the recent Combined Lighting Lamp Clubs 
Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan on October 
12-14 there was apparently some discussion 
on the declining membership of many light-
ing clubs.  Since I was not present at the 
meeting to address the issue on behalf of the 
Fairy Lamp Club, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know how our Club is 
doing in terms of membership. 

Our current membership is approximately 
100 members.  We have been at this level 
for the past several years.  Each quarter I 
drop a couple members and replace them 
with new members.  Nearly all of our new 
members come from visiting our website.  In 
addition, I send complimentary newsletters 
to several scholars in the field of Victorian 
glass to keep them abreast of our activities 
and, most importantly, alert them to any new 
information we may have uncovered. 

Historically, our Club reached its member-
ship peak about seven or eight years ago with 
approximately 150 members.  At the time, I 
thought we were well on our way to a mem-
bership of over 200.  That, however, did not 
happen.  Instead, we experienced a steady de-
cline before leveling off a few years ago to 
where we are today.  So, why the decline? 
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I think there are many reasons for the decline, 
but I do not believe "the economy" is a major 
factor.  Instead, I believe that the root cause of 
the decline in membership of all similar clubs 
who are experiencing decline is that the 
younger generation has little interest in an-
tique glass or antique lighting.  This class of 
antiques is increasing difficult to find, often 
very expensive, plagued with confusing repro-
ductions, and the younger generation interests 
are focused in many other areas, not to men-
tion work and family.   

So, with the lack of younger members filling 
our membership ranks, the inevitable occurs.  I 
can not tell you how often one of our senior 
members contacts me in search of suggestions 
on how to liquidate collections.  Or, inquiries 
from a family member who begins their email 
with: "I just inherited a fairy lamp (or collec-
tion) and I have no interest in it."  In addition, 
I think some of our new members are disap-
pointed in our Club's focus and quickly drop 
out, which I can fully understand. 

Over the years, our Club's focus has shifted 
from a mix of contemporary and Victorian-era 
fairy lamps to almost entirely Victorian-era 
lamps.  I will have to take the responsibility 
for that since that is where my primary focus 
lies. 

While we have published a wealth of informa-
tion on contemporary fairy lamps, the sources 
of that information has diminished over the 
years and I have little interest in pursuing it.  
New members who join in hopes of expanding 
there knowledge of contemporary fairy lamps 
are quickly disappointed with our focus on an-
tique fairy lamps which they can neither find 
nor afford.  I think most will agree that collec-
tors of Victorian-era fairy lamps are very rare 
in the field of "collectables."  I also think it is 
very rare that any of our members meets 
someone who even knows what they are or 
have interest in them, with the exception of 
enjoying their beauty. 

In summary, I am comfortable with our cur-
rent level of membership.  It is a manageable 
number that lets me complete the printing, 
stuffing, and mailing in 12-15 hours instead 
of 18-24 hours.  Of course, preparing the 
newsletter takes the same amount of time no 
matter how many members there are.   

INCREASING OUR MEMBERSHIP – ARE 

CLUB MEETINGS THE ANSWER? 

While some will argue that regular Club 
meetings will grow our membership, I have 
a slightly different opinion. 

I will agree that chances of finding a new 
member at a Club meeting, especially a 
Combined Lighting and Lamp Club meeting, 
are likely, however, the time and expense is 
a prohibitive factor for me to take on when 
the meetings are generally located in the 
eastern part of the country.  That said, I am 
extremely appreciative of the work Connie 
has done in representing our Club at the 
combined lighting meetings.  I would en-
courage others to follow Connie's lead in or-
ganizing their own regional meetings, in-
cluding myself in the "hills of Colorado." 

To be frank, and I think many will agree, the 
attendance of Club members at the recent, 
and not so recent, meetings has been disap-
pointing at best.  With attendance being weak 
one may ask, "Why am I here?"  Certainly, 
the opportunity to meet with old friends who 
share a common interest has significant 
value. For me, however, the time and expense 
to travel across country to attend such a meet-
ing is a significant limiting factor.  I simply 
have too many things on my plate. 

For those who are looking forward to re-
tirement, let me give you some advice.  Re-
tirement is what you make it.  That said, you 
will never be happier in the things you do.   

For me, keeping busy is not a problem.  At 
the risk of boring you, let me explain what 
occupies my time and energy.  I am a mem-
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ber of the Park County Planning Commission, 
Vice President Board of Trustees, Park County 
Historical Foundation, board member of the 
Park County Local History Archives, the sec-
retary and treasurer, Woodside Park Home-
owners Association, and I manage the web-
sites for about a dozen non-profit organiza-
tions, including the Platte Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce and several historical organizations 
in Colorado and Virginia.  The things I do are 
the things I enjoy, including supporting the 
Fairy Lamp Club.  And, less I forget, home 
and family occupy much of my spare time. 

This summer I will turn 70.  In the eyes of 
some, including myself, a youngster – for oth-
ers an "antique."  The time will come when I 
will have to let go of some of the things I en-
joy, including supporting this Club.  Hope-
fully, that time is many years away.  When 
that time comes, however, I hope there is 
someone who is willing to step up to do the 
work that so many have relied upon for over 
fifteen years and have invested so much in. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

In January, 2003 I raised our membership dues 
from $15 to $20 a year for US membership.  
The fee has remained the same for ten years 
and I have no plans to increase the member-
ship fee anytime soon. This fee is more than 
sufficient to cover my expenses, even though 
the cost of supplies and postal fees have in-
creased over the years.  It is not my intention 
to make any substantial profit from our mem-
bers. 

While US postal fees have increased steadily 
over the years, the increases have been man-
ageable.  Foreign postal rates, however, have 
increased dramatically.  While still manage-
able, at some point I may have to adjust the 
foreign membership fees.  However, I put sub-
stantial value in our foreign members as they 
are a source of information not available here 
in the states.  I will keep foreign membership 
fees as low as possible for as long as I can. 

In addition to membership fees, I subsidize 
my expenses with the sale of books and an 
occasional small donation from our members.  
The combination of fees, subsidies, and dona-
tions more than cover my expenses.  My time 
and energy is a donation which I freely give. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

HOW CANDLE WILL TRAVEL by Brian 

I came across an interesting item that was 
for sale in my wanderings. I had seen one 
like it before, but was this one what I 
thought it was? I purchased it and when it 
arrived I compared it with the one I had, and 
they were similar enough to be considered 
the same thing. What I am talking about are 
candle cases designed and produced to hold 
the early Clarke's "PYRAMID" size candle. 
(We had a discussion on the Fairy Lamp Fo-
rum about these on December 3, 2009.1 But 
with examples in hand, I thought it was a 
good time to write about them). This style of 
candle is labeled as "The Burglar's Horror". 

 
Figure 1 - BURGLAR'S HORROR Candle 

The candle shown in Figure 1 was patented 
on May 13, 1884 in the US with the number 
298,448.2 (I will discuss Clarke's candles in 
a later issue of the newsletter). This candle 
had a prominent tip which held the wick for 

                                                 
1 www.fairylampforum.forumotion.com/t262-silver-
traveling-candle-box?highlight=candle+case 
2 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/Patents/ 
Clarke_Candle_298448.pdf 
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easy lighting. This tip could easily be broken 
if the candle was poorly handled. What could 
you do if you wanted to transport one of these 
candles with you on a trip? Why not purchase 
a candle case. I believe, based on the size, 
shape, and functionality of these items, that is 
exactly what they are.  

 
Figure 2 - Copper case shown closed 

The example shown in Figure 2 was the first 
one I had. It is made of copper and has a sim-
ple hinge which holds the top to the base. The 
lid just presses closed and stays shut by fric-
tion and has no latch to keep it closed. There 
are no hallmarks showing age or manufacture. 
As you can see in Figure 3, the candle fits in 
this box with minimal room for movement.  

 
Figure 3 – Copper case open with candle inside 

I believe this example would be of the sim-
plest design. It is only able to hold a candle 
and nothing more. The next example is my 
newest purchase. It is very similar in design as 
far as holding a candle, but it also has a swing-
ing drawer below the main candle cavity to 

hold matches. This candle box is several 
steps up in design and price as it was also 
made from sterling silver.  

 
Figure 4 - Silver case with candle inside 

The lid has a small dimple to hold it closed 
when it matches the dimple on the case 
body. The match compartment has a latch on 
one side to hold it closed and a striker area 
below the top hinge as shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5 - Match strike area located on the back 

This case is hallmarked by the American 
firm of Dominick & Haff 3 along with the 
mark Sterling, 295. This hallmark puts the 
manufacture in the US between 1870 and 
1928. 

                                                 
3 Dominick and Haff began in New York in 1872. 
The company was sold to Reed & Barton in 1928. 
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Figure 6 - Showing case with top and bottom open 

There was another candle case that really stole 
my heart but it also stole my breath when I 
saw the price. The third one is also sterling 
silver but another step up. This one has a 
hallmark which looks like EBB followed by 
MADE FOR TIFFANY & CO. along with 
STERLING and 444. This one is very similar 
in design to the second one, but has hand cut 
scroll work covering the outside and the own-
ers' initials on the front. The match tray rotates 
the same as the second one; however the 
match strike area is an added piece and par-
tially covers a portion of the body. The clasp 
would act as a stop for the tray, so it must be 
ornamental. 

 

If you were to travel in 1885, would you carry 
your own candle? If you did, then would you 
carry a fairy lamp with you as well? I've tried 
to find an advertisement or story about travel-

ing with one of these candle boxes, but have 
come up empty. I have made other discover-
ies along the way that are just as interesting. 
Some of these will be coming your way. 

CLARKE MODEL "J EWELED "  FAIRY LAMP 
by Jim 

In the November issue of the Newsletter, I 
published an article titled "Recently Discov-
ered 1890 Clarke Fairy Lamp Catalog."4  
This previously unknown catalog identified 
several of Clarke's fairy lamps by model 
number.  One fairy lamp, however, was only 
identified as "Jeweled." 

 
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp 

Unlike other fairy lamps shown in the cata-
log, I did not have an example to show along-
side the catalog drawing. Fortunately, Brian, 
a long time member and contributor to our 
newsletter, did.  

Brian sent me the following email and photos 

I was looking on page 9 of the newsletter at 
the Clarke Jeweled shade and I think it is 
just a blown glass shade. I have attached 
two photos of what I believe to be that lamp. 
One has more of a Hobb style with points, 
but the other has rounded dots similar to the 
drawing. They both are 8 dots high. One is 
in straight lines up the lamp as the other is 
circular around the lamp as in the drawing.  

                                                 
4 FL-LXV-5 November 2012 
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The shade on the left, resting in a clear Eden 
light cup is interesting and I do not think it has 
been documented in any of our reference ma-
terials.  The fairy lamp on the right appears to 
be an exact match to the illustration shown in 
the Clarke catalog.   

  
Clarke "Jeweled" fairy lamp as illustrated in the 1890 

catalog alongside Brian's actual lamp.  

With that, another mystery has been resolved 
thanks to Brian.  But, there is more informa-
tion to share. 

In reviewing my reference materials, I came 
across two additional examples of the "Jew-
eled" lamp. 

 

The first I discovered was in "19th Century 
Fairy Lamps" by T. Robert Anthony, plate 
10, item 12. 

Anthony's description of this fairy lamp 
reads: 

Blown molded, Pyramid shade in hobnail 
white with clear glass Pyramid base.  Clarke 
Catalogue #1897.  Sterling silver base. 
Overall height is 6". 

While very similar, Anthony's reference to 
Clarke's model 1897 is incorrect.  As we 
know now, Clarke's model 1897 is more 
"pear-shaped" than the "Jeweled" fairy lamp.  
In addition, the silver cup is a nice stand for 
this fairy lamp; it would appear to be a mar-
riage. 

 
Clarke model 1897 

Since Anthony did not appear to have an ex-
ample of Clarke's model 1897 fairy lamp in 
his collection to use as comparison, the mis-
identification would seem to be logical.  That 
said, I find it interesting that both models, 
1897 and "Jeweled," have the same number of 
rows of knobs.  Could it be that they are vari-
ants of one another and perhaps produced by 
the same company? 

The next "Jeweled" example I found is R-
110. 
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R-110 

The following is Ruf's description of this lamp: 

Blue hobnail pattern pyramid size dome, 
marked Rd 109531, in matching lamp cup with 
ribbed crenellated rim, concentric circles 
embossed in bottom, and six dimple feet. 
3.875"h x 3"w.  

Registered design number 109531 was regis-
tered by Burtles, Tate & Company on October 
1, 1888.  The date of this design registration 
aligns with the date of the 1890 advertisement 
illustrating Clarke's "Jeweled" lamp.   

It is interesting that Burtles, Tate & Company 
had ties to Thomas Webb, but perhaps not the 
one you are thinking of.   

Maria Webb (1794-1871) was one of the three 
children of Thomas Webb (1753-1839) to sur-
vive childhood.  Her brother Thomas (1796-
1873) was co-founder of Molineaux & Webb, 
a glass making company (1827-1829). 

All the families behind Molineaux & Webb 
had roots in the Warrington glass industry.  In 
the 1820s, a number of Warrington glassmen 
moved to the Ancoats area of Manchester to 
set up new glass businesses.  The company 
eventually known as Molineaux & Webb 
opened in 1827, at Kirby Street, Ancoats.  The 
founders were William Maginnis, Thomas 
Molineaux, Boulton Molineaux, Owen Ellis, 
and Thomas Webb.  The partnership split in 
1831 and after several changes of name and 
leadership the company was controlled by the 
Webb family from the 1860s.  The company 

continued until its liquidation in 1929, and 
passed out of the hands of the Webbs soon 
afterwards.  Thomas Percival, one of the 
founders of Ancoats glass firm Percival & 
Vickers, was the nephew of Thomas Webb.  
There is no family link to the Webbs active 
in the Stourbridge glass industry.5 

In 1811, Maria married William Burtles 
(sometimes spelled Birtles) in Warrington, 
UK.  The Burtles family was originally from 
Scotland, and other members of their fam-
ily co-founded Burtles & Tate in Manches-
ter, UK in the late 1850s.  William Burtles 
died soon after marriage and Maria Burtles 
married Thomas Percival in 1816.  Thomas 
Percival's son is tied to the Percival Vickers 
Company who registered design number 
60108 on October 29, 1886.  This design 
was used as the lamp stand shown in U-81. 

 
U-081 

This stand came in clear and frosted glass. 

While this brief chronology is confusing at 
best, I find it interesting how these well 
known glass makers are related to one an-
other.  It is also amazing that the glass com-
panies we are familiar with in the 1890s 
come from a long lineage of glass makers. 

                                                 
5 www.sites.google.com/site/molwebbhistory/Home 
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CLARKE MODEL 348 

A recent email inquiry caught my attention.  It 
read: 

Hello, I am from India. 

I visited your web-site on fairy lamps. It was 
very interesting to browse through your entire 
database. 

I have a different lamp, it is signed "William 
Fairy" on the base and is shaped like a rose, 
made in glass which shades from red to pink. 

Let me know if I can send you some images of 
the lamp. 

Having been stung by hackers and computer 
viruses in the past, I was clearly hesitant to re-
spond to this inquiry.  Perhaps it was the "Wil-
liam Fairy" signature or the apparent descrip-
tion of a floral fairy lamp that allowed me to 
reply favorably to sending the photos. 

A few days later, I received the following two 
photos of what appeared to be a floral fairy 
lamp. 

 

At first glance I thought it was a typical Clarke 
floral shade, one that we had seen many times 
before.  The next image, however, "opened my 
eyes" a little further. 

 

This shade had a matching floral base – one 
that I had not seen before.   

I checked the Clarke known designs6 and re-
alized that this lamp appears to be Clarke 
model 348.   

 
Clarke model 348 

The model 348 shown in the Clarke catalog 
appears to be the "super-size" model with a 
shade base diameter of nearly five inches.  
This lamp appears to be pyramid size and 
may have a different model number. 

So, who is William Fairy?  Actually, no one.  
The owner of this lamp simply miss-read the 
script signature.   

The shade is actually signed "Clarke's Fairy" 
and the base is signed "Clarke's Fairy Pyra-
mid."  The clear candle cup is unsigned and 
may not be original. 

I will continue to be cautious of emails from 
strangers; however, sometimes taking a 
chance pays off.   

                                                 
6 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/ 
Fairy_Lamp_Catalog_Main.html 
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STEVENS &  WILLIAMS DESIGN NO.  11.777 
by Jim 

In August 2012, a very unusual Stevens & 
Williams fairy lamp sold at auction on eBay. 

 

When I first saw this lamp, I thought it might 
be a marriage.  Now, however, I am not so 
sure.  Could it be a variant of Stevens & Wil-
liams design number 11.777? 

 
Design number 11.777 – Blue shaded over ivory.  
Crimped (words not legible) same size as 11.234 only 
opening through base for fairy lamp with 11.138 shade 
completed.  – 9 shillings/6 pence complete. 

The drawing and description of design number 
11.777 was obtained from the original Stevens 
& Williams design book. 

 

 

While similar to the drawing in the design 
book, there are several significant differ-
ences which include: 

• The rim of the bowl portion of the base 
is not crimped. 

• There is rigeree around the central col-
umn that is not shown in the drawing. 

• There is no lamp cup as illustrated in the 
drawing and it appears that there may 
not be room for one to sit in the opening. 

Of these differences, the assumption that 
there is not enough room in the central col-
umn opening may be the most significant.  It 
seems to me that it would be unlikely that 
Clarke would commission a design that 
would not accommodate his lamp cup. 

I am sure there is more to learn about this 
fairy lamp.  Perhaps, the new owner of this 
lamp could provide additional information. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR SALE  

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Undocumented Fairy Lamps – Volume I 
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This photo album of previously undocu-
mented fairy lamps was developed from 
contributions of the members of the Fairy 
Lamp Club over a 15-year period.  Vol-
ume I includes undocumented fairy lamps 
1 – 508.  (Paperback, 8"x10", 133 pages)  
The condition is new and unused.  Please 
expect two to four weeks delivery.  $65  
(Shipping to US included)  

Available as eBook for iPad 

In addition to the standard "coffee table" 
publication, the book is also available as 
an "eBook" for the Apple iPad. 

This eBook version for the iPad is avail-
able for $14.99.  If you wish to order a 
copy, just contact me at fairylamp-
club@msn.com and I will send you the 
link to the download website. 

 

Special Offer 

Published exclusively for the private use 
of members of the Fairy Lamp Club. 

Christmas Lights 

INTRODUCTION  
by Lloyd Graham 

Years ago when Nan and I were dating in 
high school my uncle Jens, "Unk" we 
called him, was living with my family. He 
collected Christmas Lights and Fairy 
Lamps, among other things, and had them 

on display on glass shelves in our entry 
hall window. Nan loved the Fairy Lamps 
particularly and was sometimes invited to 
help change the display. One of our favor-
ite lamps was a simple cranberry Nailsea 
dome on a plain crystal lamp cup, which it 
turned out years later was the first one we 
bought when we started collecting. 

After we had been adding to our collection 
for a few years a niece called and told us 
she had come across some of my uncle’s 
papers and photos about his candle lamps 
that had been stored since his estate had 
been settled and wondered if we would 
like to have them. "OF COURSE!" we 
screamed. It was a treasure trove for 
someone who loves Fairy Lamps. There 
were group pictures of Christmas Lights, 
Fairy Lamps and Life Lights that he had 
collected including one picture showing 
the cranberry Nailsea that Nan and I had 
remembered so fondly. His collecting was 
contemporary with that of Dorothy Tib-
betts and he had a signed copy of her book 
on "Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps". There were 
photos of some of Geraldine "Jerry" 
Hodges’ collection, the Mrs. Roy Hodges 
cited in Tibbetts’ book. There were sev-
eral photos of our entry hall window with 
different displays of Unk’s collections. 
One of those pictures made it to the front 
cover of Hobbies magazine in December 
1946 and there were two copies of that is-
sue. There was also a stack of correspon-
dence with other Christmas Light collec-
tors, and there were voluminous pages of 
notes, some handwritten, some typed with 
partial outlines and chapter headings ap-
parently in preparation for writing a book. 
And there was an amazing set of hand 
drawn images of many of his lamps to il-
lustrate that book.  

After absorbing, sorting and documenting 
our treasure trove we decided to see if we 
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could in some fashion put Unk’s book to-
gether for others to enjoy as we had. With 
the help of the Fairy Lamp Club editor, 
Jim Sapp, it first became available in May 
1998 as "Christmas Lights and Other Re-
lated Candle Lamps" by J. F. Madsen, 
1940. It appeared as a section of the Fairy 
Lamp Club website where every word 
(even occasional misspellings) is Unk's. 
This present incarnation has been made 
considerably more attractive and readable 
by Jim with some additional material 
added on Christmas Lights while retaining 
the integrity of the original author’s work 
and my crude but loving interpretation of 
his intent.  

Lloyd J. Graham 

Members of the Fairy Lamp Club may 
contact Jim Sapp at jimsapp7@msn.com 
for ordering information.  This publication 
is not offered to the general public. 

 

Samuel Clarke's New 
Fairy Lights 

catalog reprint by T. Robert 
Anthony 

This is a rare reprint of 
Clarke's original fairy lamp 
and Cricklite 1887/88 and 
1898 catalogs. The condition 
is new and unused. $45 

 

Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp Photo Album 

This photo album of previ-
ously undocumented fairy 
lamps was developed from 
contributions of the mem-
bers of the Fairy Lamp 
Club over a 15-year period.  
The collection is bound in a 
three-ring binder.  $50 

 

Fairy Lamp Club Newslet-
ters and Undocumented 

Photo Album on CD 

This is a complete set of 
quarterly Fairy Lamp Club 
Newsletters beginning in 
November 1996.  In addi-
tion, the CD includes all 
the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamp pages. All docu-
ments are in Adobe PDF 
format.  $35 

 

19th Century Fairy Lamps 
by T. Robert Anthony 

A spiral-bound reference 
with 18 color plates illustrat-
ing over 200 fairy lamps 
from Anthony's personal 
collection.  The condition is 
new and unused.  $30 

Shipping to US is included in the price of all 
reference materials. 

Place your order by sending payment to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $20.00 ($25.00 foreign) to: 

Jim Sapp, P.O. Box 438, Pine, CO  80470 

E-mail............................jimsapp7@msn.com 
Telephone:.............................(303) 816-0944 

Checks must be made payable to Jim Sapp. 

Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  I really appreciate 
your support. 

 


