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CLUB NEWS  

FAIRY LAMP FORUM  

 

WWW.FAIRYLAMPFORUM.COM 

The Fairy Lamp Forum continues to gain 
membership.  Currently, over 160 members 
have registered.  While many do not partici-
pate in the discussions, the overwhelming 
majority are learning from what others have 
to offer.   

The statistics for the first quarter of this year 
indicate that there were over 2300 visits to 
the website from over 740 unique individu-
als.  The average time spent reviewing the 
discussion threads was over 5 minutes per 
visit.  It would appear that something is 
keeping their attention. 

 

Over 80 percent of the visitors were from 
the US with every state, except Montana and 
North Dakota, being represented.  Canada, 
England, Australia, and the rest of the world 
represent the remaining 20 percent of the 
website visitors.  It is interesting to note that 
only one country in Africa – Ghana – had a 
representative on the Forum.   

Personally, I enjoy the Fairy Lamp Forum as 
a means to share information and to solicit 
the opinions from others.  While it is some-
what encouraging that there are so many 
"lurkers" in the Forum, I wish more of our 
members would participate in the discus-
sions.   

For those interested in the monthly website 
statistics to the Fairy Lamp Club, the Fairy 
Lamps for Sale website, and the Fairy Lamp 
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Forum, I post the monthly statistics in the 
Announcements section of the Forum web-
site. 

UPDATE ON THE DEARBORN LAMP CLUBS 

MEETING - OCTOBER 11 - 13, 2012 
by Connie 

Most of the planning for the meeting is 
completed. Jim has developed a webpage1 
for three important documents about the 
meeting.  

The first is entitled Lighting Clubs Meeting. 
It gives general information about the meet-
ing and places you might wish to visit com-
ing or going to Dearborn.  

The Thursday auction has many nice lamps, 
but at this time no fairy lamps. Pictures will 
be added as more lamps are available. I 
would suggest you check the auction fre-
quently to see the additions. 

The meeting registration form will soon be 
completed and be available on the Fairy 
Lamp Club's website. Registration is $80.00. 
This includes a lunch, dinner, drinks avail-
able during meetings and omelet station. 
This is the same price as last year.  

The last paper will be the meeting schedule. 
The checks should be sent to me as your rep-
resentative. My e-mail address will be 
printed on the bottom of the article.  

I hope as many of you as possible will be able 
to attend the October meeting. It has been 
four years since we have had a meeting.  

If you are interested in going to dinner to-
gether Friday evening please send an email. 
There are several restaurants close to the hotel.  

If you have any questions about the meeting 
please contact me at: connie.scott57@att.net 

                                                 
1 The link to additional information about the Com-
bined Lamp Club Meeting can be found on the Fairy 
Lamp Club's home page at www.fairylampclub.com 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

CLARKE 'S PATENT ALBANY ELASTIC 

GLASS HOLDER by Jim 

I suspect many of you are asking that same 
question I did when I first saw this: "What 
the heck is an Elastic Glass Holder and what 
does it have to do with fairy lamps?"  Well, 
you are about to find out. 

Like so many research topics, this one began 
with a simple inquiry from one of the Club's 
website visitors, "What is this thing?" I 
surely did not know, but I was intrigued 
enough to find out. 

My initial attempts were futile; however, the 
originator of the inquiry led me to an article 
that provided some additional clues.  The ar-
ticle was from The Glasgow Herald Febru-
ary 27, 1852 and March 1, 1852.  The article 
read:2 

CLARKE'S ALBANY CHAMBER LAMPS 
4s., 4s. 6d., 5s., and 6s. each 

Registered June 15, 1851 

Clarke's Albany Chamber Lamp Candles 
burn 7 hours each 12 in a box, 10d. per box.  
These are, without exception, the safest and 
most useful lamps ever invented, are invalu-
able for carrying about the house, for light-
ing halls, staircases, bed-rooms, or for a 
night light.  The glasses are held on by a 
spring, so that they can not possibly fall off, 
which is the great fault of other small lamps. 

May be obtained wholesale from J. C. and J. 
Field, Wax Chandlers, Upper marsh, Lam-
beth; or the manufacturer, S. Clarke, Albany 
Lamp and Candle Manufacturer, Regent's 
Park, London; in Glasgow, from Messers. 
Cronin & Co.; Mr. John Finlay; and Mess-

                                                 
2 This advertisement and those to follow are exactly 
as they were written.  No attempt was made to edit it 
to today's grammar, capitalization, or punctuation 
standards. 
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ers. H. Field & Son, Ironmongers3; from 
Messers. I. Baxter & Sons, Italian Ware-
house; in Ayr, from Mr. Jas. Dobbie, Drug-
gist, in Dumfries, from Mr. Robert Bell and 
Mr. James Halliday, Ironmongers; in Annan, 
from Mr. J. P. Halbert, Druggist; and from 
all Dealers in Lamps and Candles. 

N.B.4 – Beware of Imitations; see the name 
Albany Chamber Lamp, registered June 15th 
1851, is stamped on the Glass-holder of the 
Lamp, and that the Boxes of Candles bear 
the name of S. Clarke, Manufacturer, Lon-
don. 

The article was interesting and made refer-
ence to a few well known candle manufac-
turers of the time, including Clarke.  I was 
not yet fully convinced that "S. Clarke" was 
indeed our "Samuel Clarke" even though 
there were references to the manufacture of 
candles.  I needed more convincing evi-
dence. 

Following some failed attempts, I finally 
came across this ad from The Yearly Journal 
of Trade, 1854, pg 49. 

USEFUL LAMPS 

C A U T I O N  

The only perfect Lamp for carrying about the 
house for a Chamber or Night Light, is the 

ALBANY CHAMBER LAMP 

3s. 6d. each; and Candles 1s. per box 

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 

Observe the name is on the lamps, and on 
the boxes of Candles; all others are spurious. 

Sold retail, by most respectable Lamp and 
Candle Dealers, and wholesale by  

S. CLARKE 

                                                 
3 British: dealer in metal goods, hardware. 
4 The literal translation of the Latin "nota bene" is 
"note well". 
 

55 Albany Street 

Patentee and Manufacturer of the Smokeless 
Candles for Lighting Ship's Compasses.  

N.B. – Merchants and Shippers will find 
these a very saleable article in the Colonies. 

This brief advertisement provided the evi-
dence I needed…the address at 55 Albany 
Street. 

This location is known to be one of Samuel 
Clarke's5 early showrooms. It has been 
documented in early advertisements for his 
patented food warmer.  It is also less than 
1.5 miles from better known locations at 123 
and 132 Regent Street, London. 

 

In addition to the street address, it is interest-
ing to note that Clarke's candles were used 
to light ship's compasses.  An application I 
had never heard of before, but considering 
the era, 1850s, it makes sense. 

 

Of course, Albany Street does not look any-
thing like it did over 150 years ago.  Today it 
appears to be mostly high end flats with very 
                                                 
5 Samuel Clarke, b. 1821, son of John Clarke and  
Susannah Miller 
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little commerce.  It may have been quite dif-
ferent in the 1850s. 

 

In this 1895 town plan, Albany Street, 
shown in blue, appears mainly residential 
with some commercial properties.  It was, 
however, directly across from Regents Park 
and the Royal Botanical Gardens.  The two 
open squares to the east of Albany Street, 
Clarence Gardens and Munster Square, were 
both identified as Cumberland Market on an 
1851 town plan.  This area would appear to 
be a hub of activity and a choice location for 
Clarke's showroom. 

I used the street address, "55 Albany Street", 
to further my research and finally discovered 
the "smoking gun"….Clarke's patented de-
sign!  But, before I get into the patent, I 
think now is the time to show you what the 
Clarke's Patent Albany Elastic Glass Holder 
looks like. 

 

Clarke's Patent Albany Elastic Glass Holder 

As you can see, it is a spring-loaded candle 
stick.  The name "Albany" is probably de-
rived from Clarke's address at 55 Albany 
Street, but what does "elastic glass holder" 
refer to? 

 

The device that holds the chimney is well 
marked – a typical feature of all of Clarke's 
patented designs.  There are three "clips" to 
hold the chimney: two are identical and the 
third is different.  These "clips" while seem-
ingly insignificant are the basis for the pat-
ented design.  There is, however, an impor-
tant feature of the device missing – the part 
that makes it an "elastic" glass holder. 

I was unable to find the original patent, but 
an article in the Repertory of Patent Inven-
tions and Other Discoveries, Volume 22 - 
Page 111, 1853 provided all the information 
I needed. 

Since the original patent narrative was in 
poor quality, I will reproduce the description 
in its entirety.  Hopefully, many of you will 
find it interesting and informative. 
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Patented design showing a variety of shade types and 

fittings, including candle, gas and oil fittings. 

Specification of the Patent granted to 
SAMUEL CLARKE of No. 55 Albany Street, 
Regent’s Park, in the County of Middlesex, 
Lamp and Candle Manufacturer, for im-
provements in Lamps. — Dated November 
30, 1852.  

WITH AN ENGRAVING. 

To all to whom these presents shall come, 
&c., &c. — This invention consists of em-
ploying vulcanized India-rubber6 as elastic 
surfaces to receive the chimneys and other 
glasses of candle and other lamps. And, in 
order that my said invention may be most 
fully understood and readily carried into ef-
fect, I will proceed to describe the means pur-
sued by me.  

DESCRIPTION OF THE Drawing. 

Fig.1, shows a candle-lamp having my im-
provements applied thereto.  

Fig. 2, is a plan of the gallery, a, is the glass, 
which may be of other form at its upper parts, 
so long as it is turned outwards at its lower 
edge, as shown, the gallery is made with three 
projections, b, c, c; the projection, b, has 
simply a notch or undercut part to receive the 
end of the glass, a, whilst the projections, c, 

                                                 
6 Vulcanized rubber was patented by Thomas 
Hancock (1786–1865) in the UK on November 21, 
1843. 

 

c, have each a piece of vulcanized India-
rubber fixed across or clipped, as is shown; 
hence when the glass, a, is in its place the 
pieces of India-rubber will have a tendency to 
hold the edge of the glass under the undercut 
part of the projection, b, and thus will the 
glass be securely retained in its place, and yet 
when desired the glass may be readily re-
moved, as it will be simply necessary to press 
the edge of the glass back, and thus overcome 
the elasticity of the vulcanized India-rubber, 
and the glass will come away.  

Fig. 3, shows the holder or frame of a glass 
shade having another form of my invention 
applied thereto; d, is the ring of the frame on 
which the shade, e, is received and supported; 
and the peculiarity is that a ring of vulcanized 
India-rubber, f, is interposed between the 
metal ring, d, and the glass shade, e.  

Fig. 4, shows a plan; and  

Fig. 5, an elevation of the gallery or glass-
holder of a gas-lamp which has three projec-
tions, g, in each of which is fixed a piece of 
vulcanized India-rubber, which is clipped se-
curely between the parts of the metal projec-
tions, as shown, or the same may be other-
wise flied.  

Having thus described the nature of my in-
vention, and the manner of performing the 
same, I would have it understood that what I 
claim is, the application of vulcanized India-
rubber to the galleries or glass-holders of 
lamps, as herein explained. — In witness, &c.  

SAMUEL CLARKE  

Filed May 30, 1853  

Now, in addition to knowing why it was 
called an "Albany Chamber Lamp", you 
know why it was called an "elastic glass 
holder."  But, do you know which "Samuel 
Clarke" received this patent?  It may not be 
who you think it is. 
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As we know, there are at least three Samuels 
in the Clarke family.7  Since the Samuel 
Clarke who is credited for the development 
of the fairy lamps was not born until 1858, 
this Samuel Clarke must have been his un-
cle, son of John and Susannah Clarke, born 
18218.  He is also the Samuel who is cred-
ited for the development of the patented 
food warmer and the original "fairy lamp" 
hand lamp, patented 1857. 

Finally, a little additional information about 
Samuel Clarke and the "ALBANY LAMP AND 

CANDLE MANUFACTORY." 

Charles Dickens, 1812-1870, was a well 
known English writer of the Victorian-era, 
as you all know.  One of his works was 
Bleak House, and it was published in twenty 
monthly installments between March 1852 
and September 1853.  Chapter XV, May 
1853 included the following advertisement: 

ALBANY LAMP AND CANDLE MANUFACTORY 

Clarke's Russian Wax Candles, 1s. per lb., 
burn superior to all others. Best Albany 
Composite Candles, 8d. per lb., do not re-
quire snuffing; for ordinary purposes the 
Cheapest Candles that can be used.  Moulds, 
7d., Store Candles, 6 d. per lb.  Express Pale 
Soap, very old and dry, 54s. per cwt.; Good 
Yellow, 50s. and 44s.; Patent Albany Oil, 
4s., 6d. per gallon, superior to Sperm; 
Clarke's Refined Oil for French Lamps, 4s. 
per gallon; Solar 3s. 6d., Italian goods of the 
finest quality at the Wholesale Price; Lamps 
of every description manufactured on the 
premises, for cash only. 

Samuel Clarke, Albany Lamp and Candle 
Manufactory , 55, Albany Street, Regent's 
Park London within two minutes walk of the 
Colosseum. 

                                                 
7 The Clarke family lineage was discussed in some 
detail in the FL-LIII-7, November 2009.   
8 Samuel Clarke, b.1821, was also the father of Sam-
uel Birdsey Clarke, b. 1857. 

N.B. Country Orders, amounting to £10 or 
upwards, Carriage Free. 

This advertisement clearly indicates that 
Samuel Clarke was much more than a "can-
dle maker."  He developed and produced a 
variety of products related to lighting, both 
candle and oil lighting.  In addition, he also 
had a line of soap products.   

1875 Town Plan 

The "Colosseum" referenced in the ad was a 
building to the east of Regent's Park, Lon-
don. It was built in 1827 to exhibit Thomas 
Hornor's "Panoramic view of London", a 
360 degree panorama; it was the largest 
painting ever created.  

 

The Colosseum was demolished in 1874. 

It is interesting to note that the "Colosseum" 
referenced in the ad was not on the 1851 
town plan (only a vacant lot); it was shown 
on the 1873 and 1875 town plans, and by 
1895 the Colosseum was replaced with 
shops and/or flats. 
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While researching this article, I was some-
what stunned by the information I uncovered 
that was not related to this device.  The in-
formation is probably not of any importance 
to those who have little interest in the his-
tory of fairy lamps or the creative genius of 
the Clarke family prior to the 1880's.  For 
some, however, this information adds 
greatly to the historical value of their collec-
tions.  So, with your indulgence, I will pass 
along the "trivia" I have discovered. 

So that I can catalog the information in the 
Newsletter Index for future reference, I will 
begin each "discovery" with a new heading. 

"C LEVELAND "  – AN UNUSUAL NAME FOR 

A GLASS DESIGN by Jim 

One of Clarke's earliest fairy lamp designs 
incorporated a striped glass pattern which he 
called "Cleveland."  The designs were 
greatly varied and the glass was produced in 
a variety of colors on both smooth and em-
bossed ribbed glass.  The stripes were either 
vertical or swirled. Sometimes, the swirled 
pattern is unofficially referred to as "Cleve-
land Swirl" but there is no documentation 
for that name. 

 

Many of these designs were advertised in the 
Pottery Gazette Diary, 1888 and his catalog, 
Samuel Clarke's New Fairy Lights, 1887-
1888 as model numbers 27, 37, 42, 44-47, 
52, 55, and 71. 

 

Unfortunately, while the design name is well 
documented, the actual maker of the glass is 
not. 

So, why do you think Clarke named this pat-
tern "Cleveland?"  Well, I have a theory. 

While researching Clarke's Albany Lamp, I 
came to the conclusion that the lamp was 
named after his address on Albany Street.  I 
could think of no other explanation for the 
unusual name.  After having arrived at that 
conclusion, I thought, could "Cleveland" 
also be named after a street?"  So, back to 
Google maps to search for Cleveland Street 
in London. 

 

To my surprise, Cleveland Street is located 
approximately half way between Clarke's 
showrooms on Albany Street (c. 1850s) and 
Regent Street (c. 1880s).  On the 1851 town 
plan the street was known as Upper Cleve-
land Street. 



I SSUE LXIII  —  8     M AY 2012 FAIRY L AMP CLUB NEWSLETTER  

- 8 - 

Could this be a coincidence? It certainly 
could.  For now, however, it is too much of a 
coincidence to be ignored.  I believe that this 
street may have been the origin of the name 
for the glass design.  Why this street name 
was chosen among all the others is un-
known.   

There is, however, another very plausible 
explanation offered by long-time Club 
member, John.  Perhaps the naming of the 
pattern was due to the U.S. President, 
Grover Cleveland, (1837-1908). 

 

Steven Grover Cleveland is the only U.S. 
President to serve two non-consecutive 
terms (1885–1889 and 1893–1897) as U.S. 
President.  Both of these terms were during 
the heyday of Clarke's fairy lamp produc-
tion.  His first term, however, coincides 
perfectly with the introduction of the 
Cleveland glass designs, 1887-1888.  Like 
the street name, this is too much of a 
coincidence to be ignored. 

Perhaps we will never know the absolute 
reason for the naming of the Cleveland 
design, but the combination of a street name 
near Clarke's place of business and the name 
of a U.S. President – also of English decent 
–  was too much of a marketing strategy for 
Clarke to ignore.  After all, among all his 
many talents, he was a "world-wide" mar-

keting genius.  What better way to sell his 
designs in the United States than to name 
them after our President. 

Thanks goes to John for bringing this logical 
possibility to my attention. 

CRICKLITE – US PATENT 896,275, SAMUEL 

BIRDSEY CLARKE AND HENRY CLARKE , 
1908 by Jim 

One of the last patents granted to the Clarke 
family was for a unique Cricklite design.  
The patent was issued to Samuel Birdsey 
Clarke (b. 1857) and his brother Henry 
Clarke (b. 1858).  These brothers were the 
children of Samuel (b. 1821) and Martha 
(Birdsey) Clarke (b. 1828) who had eight 
children, 1851-1868. 

 

The design included a typical fairy lamp 
dome, lamp cup, and candle cup with an ad-
justable chimney inserted through the open-
ing in the dome.  Part of the mechanism to 
raise and lower the chimney included what 
appears to be a fitting for a shade of some 
type.  I suspect any type of shade would be 
appropriate, but an advertisement from The 
Chemist and Druggist, November 21, 1908 
showed a design I had not considered. 
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The advertisement reads verbatim: 

The "Cricklite Lamp" – The Clarke's Pyra-
mid and "Fairy" Light Co., Ltd. have intro-
duced a novel lamp, which may be seen at 
their showrooms, 132 Regent Street W.  
Briefly, it is a lamp which obviates the use 
of oil of any description, the illumination be-
ing provided by a triple double-wick wax 
light, which last about 5 hours, and is equal 
to five candle power.  These wax lights are 
specially manufactured for burning in the 
lamp, and the light is bright, steady, and 
without smoke or ordour.  The accompany-
ing illustration shows that the lamp is well 
adapted for the dinner table, reading and 
general domestic use.  It requires practically 
no attention when lit, and is absolutely safe, 
it is a good substitute for the ordinary oil 
lamp.  Full instructions to ensure the proper 
burning of the wax light are given in each 
box of six lights, the later being specially 
made for export to hot climates.  So far as 
the construction of the lamp is concerned it 
is artistic, and forms an ornament for an ta-
ble.  It is also useful as a student's or reading 
lamp. 

The Chemist and Druggist, November 21, 1908 

There are a couple items of interest in this 
advertisement, including in the phrase: "the 
illumination being provided by a triple 

double-wick wax light, which last about 5 
hours, and is equal to five candle power."   

The reference to "triple double-wicks" is re-
lated to Clarke's US patent No. 343,567, 
June 15, 1886.  This patent was for two or 
more wicks to be used in his "fairy lights" 
apparently to compete with other larger can-
dles used for better illumination.  Clarke's 
earlier candle designs, US patents, No. 
329535, November 3, 1885 and No. 
298,448, May 13, 1884, only described the 
use of one wick. 

The reference to "five candle power" is the 
first time I have seen any specific reference 
to the brightness, or candle power, of 
Clarke's candles.  Apparently, this is the re-
sult of the British Metropolitan Gas Act of 
1860 which defines candle power as "the  
light produced by a pure spermaceti9 candle 
weighing one sixth of a pound and burning 
at a rate of 120 grains per hour.10"  

It is also interesting to note that the drawing, 
both in the patent illustration and the adver-
tisement, show three wicks.  Can you imag-
ine the flame produced by this three wick 
design? 

FUSEE LAMP – CLARKE 'S FIRST FOOD 

WARMER , C. 1855 by Jim 

The year is 1855: 

• Franklin Pierce was the President of the 
United States. 

• There are 38 states in the United States. 
• It will be 25 years before Thomas Edison 

patents his light bulb. 
• It will be 53 years before the first Model 

T rolls off the assembly line. 
• Samuel Clarke promotes his patented 

Fusee Candle Cooking Lamp. 

                                                 
9 A wax present in the head cavities of the sperm 
whale. 
10 www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candlepower  
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I am sure many of you have never heard of 
Clarke's Patent Fusee Candle Cooking 
Lamp.  I certainly had not and if it were not 
for the research on the Albany Elastic Glass 
Holder, I would have never stumbled upon 
it.  It is, of course, the unexpected discover-
ies that make research rewarding.  So, ex-
actly what is a "fusee lamp"? 

"Fusee", French in origin, has several mean-
ings.  The one most related to this device is: 
"a wooden friction match having a large 
head, formerly used when a larger than nor-
mal flame was needed."  You will see that 
the definition certainly fits once you learn 
more about the Fusee Lamp. 

As we know, one of Clarke's earliest pat-
ented devices was the food warmer, some-
times referred to as the Pannikin.  It was 
broadly advertised during the 1880s and we 
have documented its many variations in sev-
eral newsletter articles.11  The Fusee Lamp 
pre-dates all of these variations and was the 
genesis of the final design. 

Before I begin, I think a little review of the 
chronology of the development of Clarke's 
most well known food warmer is needed. 

• 1857 – Clarke's first patented hand lamp. 
It was this simple hand lamp that became 
the heat source for Clarke's "Pyramid" 
Nursery Lamp Food Warmer 

• 1867 – Award at Paris Exposition  
• 1872 – Award at Moscow Exposition 
• 1873 – Award at London Exposition 
• 1883 – Clarke's "Pyramid" Nursery 

Lamp and Food Warmer was patented in 
England, Patent Number 5877 

• 1886 – Clarke's "Infant's Food Warmer 
or Night Light Apparatus", was patented 
in the US, Patent Number 334747 

                                                 
11 FL- XLIX-5, FL-L-2, FL-LI-4, and FL- LV-3 

• 1889 – Clarke's "Cup for Food Warm-
ers" was registered in the England, Rd 
91241 

• 1889 – Clarke's "Cup for Food Warm-
ers" was patented in the US, Patent 
Number 399741 

Aside from boring you with this chronology, 
I wanted to put this device, "Fusee Candle 
Cooking Lamp", and year 1855 into perspec-
tive.  It was the one of the earliest designs of 
what was to be developed and refined over 
the next thirty years. 

While researching the Albany Lamp, I came 
across the following advertisement in The 
Handbook for Travelers in Spain, Part 1, 

page 20, dated 
1855.  This same 
advertisement was 
also printed in 
several other 
publications 
during the same 
year.  

It is interesting to 
note that the 
advertisement does 
not identify Clarke 
by name.  It does, 

however, include the phrase "Sold wholesale 
by the patentee, 55 Albany Street, Regent's 
Park, London."  There is little doubt that this 
device was patented by Samuel Clarke.  In 
addition, I have other advertisements that 
clearly identify Clarke as the holder of the 
patent which I will show you a little later. 

Since the text of the advertisement includes 
some interesting and informative information, 
I will reproduce the text verbatim. 

PATENT FUSEE CANDLE COOKING LAMP  

Will boil or stew a pound of Meat in one 
hour – boil Water, Eggs, Rice, Soup, &c. –
giving at the same time a most brilliant light 
– is fitted with a mirror – forms a Reading 
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Lamp and Hand Lantern. The Patent Fusee 
Candles can be instantly ignited as a lucifer; 
are made of hard stearine; will keep good for 
years in any climate. The cost in burning is 
less than one halfpenny per hour; the weight 
of the lamp complete, with one canister of 
Candles sufficient to last a month, supposing 
the Lamp to be in use eight hours per day – 
is under twelve pounds. The size of the two 
together, is ten inches broad, ten inches 
high, and six inches wide, proving it to be 
the most portable, effectual, and economical 
lamp that has yet been invented for the 
Army and the public generally.  

Sold wholesale by the Patentee, 55, Albany 
Street, Regent’s Park, London; and Palmer 
and Co., Sutton Street, Clerkenwell. Ex-
ported by Beach, Son, and Nephew, 37, 
Lime Street, City. Retail by Outfitters, Lamp 
Dealers, &c.  

Every Lamp bears a Label, "Patent Fusee 
Candle Cooking Lamp." 

Following the advertisement were several 
testimonials that praised the lamp and pro-
vided some insight to it usefulness. 

"We strongly recommend it to military men 
and travelers in general, as being superior to 
anything to anything we have yet seen." – 
Civil Service Gazette, April 7, 1855  

"To military and naval men it must prove 
invaluable; with it and a days rations a man 
may laugh at the word 'privation' " – United 
States Gazette, April 7, 1855.  

"As a camp, or ship, or traveling camarade it 
is Above all Price for not only will it cook a 
meal impromptu, but it will also supply a 
brilliant light for the student in his tent or 
cabin; need we say may more than that the 
candle (or fuel) is exceedingly economical. 
To rely upon the "Fusee Candle Cooking 
Lamp" a most acceptable boon to the army 
and navy, and all whose vacation may lead 

them to travel." – Naval and Military Ga-
zette, April 7, 1855.  

"The light afforded for writing, or for the 
operations of the toilet, is most excellent; 
and he must be a sorry campaigner who 
could not, by the aid of these admirable 
lamps, cook a savory mess. It is not only to 
the army that this lamp will be valuable, but 
be also found to add greatly to the comfort 
of the nursery and sick room, and to be 
highly useful to bachelor and emigrants." – 
British Army Dispatch, April 7, 1855. 

With that introduction, let us look at the 
"Fusee Candle Cooking Lamp" in more detail. 

 

The device is made of tin with the food con-
tainer at the top, candle section in the middle, 
and storage compartment at the bottom.  

The food container has a handle at the top 
and a carrying handle on the side.  The han-
dle at the top may be for a lid or, more 
likely, a handle to lift out the container that 
has the food to be warmed.  There is no evi-
dence of a "spout" on the food container. 

The center section has the candle to provide 
the heat for the food and a hinged door with 
a mirror to reflect the light for reading or 
writing.  There is a rod (perhaps two rods) to 
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support the door at the desired angle.  It is 
not clear from the drawing if the openings 
have clear glass in them or not.  I suspect 
they do have glass in them to keep the flame 
steady and to help contain the heat. 

The bottom section is to store a supply of 
extra candles and matches. 

It is not clear exactly what size this device 
is.  The advertisement reads: 

"The size of the two together, is ten inches 
broad, ten inches high, and six inches wide." 

The width (10") and depth (6") seem in por-
tion to the drawing, but the height (10") is 
not.  I am a bit confused as to what the 
height dimension refers to.  Perhaps it is an 
error in the advertisement. 

There were numerous advertisements in 
1855 for Clarke's Patent Fusee Candle 
Cooking Lamp.  The following two are from 
The Indian News and Chronicle of Eastern 
Affaires, October 20, 1855.  I selected these 
two ads because, unlike the previous adver-
tisements, they clearly identify Samuel 
Clarke as the patentee for the lamp. 

CAUTION  
CLARKE 'S COOKING LANTERNS. 

The Patenter of the FUSEE CANDLE COOKING 

LAMPS begs to inform Officers and their 
Friends that all his lamps are labeled 

"F USEE CANDLE COOKING LAMPS" 

And none are GENUINE without such label.  
He is induced to insert this by having lately 
had several complaints of Lamps not an-
swering, which, on inquiry, have proved to 
be a totally different lamp although sold as 
one of his. – whether BETTER OR WORSE, he 
leaves the Purchaser to decide; he only 
wishes to guard them against buying one 
Lamp in mistake for another. 

MANUFACTORY – 55 ALBANY STREET, 
REGENT'S PARK. 

We all know that the Clarke family was ex-
tremely protective of their patents and often 
brought legal action upon those who in-
fringed upon them.  This advertisement 
shows that their aggressive defense of their 
patents began early and lasted many dec-
ades. 

The following ad, from the same publica-
tion, adds additional information about the 
lamp. 

CRIMEA , INDIA AND AUSTRALIA  

THE  PATENT  FUSEE CANDLE 
COOKING  LAMPS 

Are sold retail by OUTFITTERS, LAMP 

DEALERS &c. at 17s. 6d. and 25s. each. 

PATENT FUSEE CANDLES, 8s. per canister of 
60 candles. 

A JAPANNED CASE WITH LEATHER STRAPS, 
containing a Best Lamp and 80 candles 45s. 

CAUTION 

Every Lamp is labeled 
FUSEE CANDLE COOKING LAMP. 

The Candles will keep for years in any 
Climate. 

SAMUEL CLARKE PATENTEE, 
55 ALBANY STREET, REGENTS PARK, 

LONDON 

I hope you have enjoyed learning about 
Samuel Clarke's early days as a candle 
maker as much as I have.  I suspect there is 
more to learn and all we have to do is search 
for it.  To keep your anticipation alive, the 
next article just might be titled:  

"CLARKE'S IMPROVED DASHBOARD LAMPS."   

I just need a little more time to research this 
new "discovery." 

Until next time.   
 


