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CLUB NEWS 
SURPRISE ISSUE 
If you are like me and read magazines from 
the back to the front, you have already no-
ticed that the undocumented fairy lamp 
pages are printed in color.  My plans are to 
continue printing these pages in color unless 
it becomes too burdensome or too expensive 
to continue.  Needless to say, I will increase 
the membership dues to cover the additional 
expenses. 
The new rates for new members and renew-
als will be $15 for US memberships and $20 
for foreign memberships.  Hopefully, this 
increase will cover the additional expenses.  
However, I have so little experience with my 
new color printer that I am not sure exactly 
what the additional expenses will be.  For 
now, I believe the increase in dues will be 
sufficient. 
As for printing the complete newsletter in 
color, I am not ready to take on that just yet.  
The number of pages (typically twelve) plus 
double-sided printing is simply more than I 
am willing to undertake right now.  How-
ever, my plans are still to put the newsletter 
on the Internet.  That will be a big advantage 
for our on-line members. 

MEMBERSHIP  
The membership continues to grow at a 
steady pace.  The numbers of new members 
and renewals are keeping up with the mem-
bers we lose.  The current membership is 
approximately 115. 

The new members are finding out about us 
in a variety of ways.  Many are being in-

formed by our current membership.  Others 
are finding us listed in "collectors lists" on 
the Internet and some have learned about us 
through eBay auctions.  Regardless of how 
they find us, each and every one is a wel-
comed addition.  It is only through steady 
growth and the contributions of new mem-
bers can that this newsletter can continue to 
evolve. 

I was also contacted this quarter by the editor 
of The Collector monthly newspaper for 
information about our club and newsletter.  I 
provided a brief article with relevant informa-
tion on how to contact us.  I have been pro-
vided a complimentary subscription so I will 
provide additional information after I get a 
chance to review it.  In the meantime, if you 
would like to find out more about the news-
paper, the editor, Lois Bowman, can be 
reached at P.O. Box 148, Heyworth, IL 
61745, phone: (309) 473-2466 or FAX (309) 
473-3610, or by e-mail: col-
linc@davesworld.net.  

STATUS OF FAIRY LAMP WEB SITE  
I have made very little progress on develop-
ing a Fairy Lamp web site.  OK, I confess, I 
have made no progress. �   However, for 
those members who have access to the Inter-
net, I have developed a web page with nine 
of the most recent pages of the undocu-
mented fairy lamps.  This page was primarily 
setup for Doug to review before the newslet-
ter goes out.  If you want to see these un-
documented pages in color, the Internet 
address is: 
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Oaks/3333/F
airylamp/UndocReview.htm 
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FROM OUR MEMBERS 

FAIRY LAMP ARTICLES IN  
PERIODICALS by Jim 
As you may recall, I maintain a listing of 
periodicals that contain articles on fairy 
lamps and have published that list in previ-
ous newsletters.1  The following are two 
additions to the list.   

• 1973  Fairy Lamps, The Antique Reporter 
– America's Monthly Newspaper on An-
tiques, August 1973 (Submitted by Polly) 

• 1992  Collecting Magical Fairy Lamps, 
Victorian Sampler, Spring 1992 (eBay 
Auction) 

The first article was provided by one of our 
members, Polly.  The second article was 
referenced recently in an eBay auction.  I do 
not have a copy of this article.  If any one 
has this publication and would be willing to 
send me a copy, I sure would appreciate it. 

NORITAKE OWLS by Pat 

These two piece porcelain owls are all 
marked in green on the bottom "Noritake" 
over a wreath encircling an "M" with "Hand 
Painted" and "Made in Japan" below the 
wreath.2  Variations are noted in castings on 
exterior log bases. 

 
LtoR: fairy lamp, mini oil lamp, and electric lamp. 

                                                 
1 Fairy Lamp Newsletter, Fairy Lamp Articles in Periodicals, Issue 
X, February 1999; Articles in Periodicals, Issue XI, May 1999. 
2 According to Joan Van Patten in "The Collector's Encyclopedia 
of Noritake", this is backstamp #27. "The Noritake Co. says that 
the country of origin 'Nippon' was changed in this mark to 'Made 
in Japan as early as 1918; however they have no record to show the 
date it was registered."  The electric owl is shown on pg. 175. 

Transparent eyes are varied.  All figures are 
the same size—7.5"h to top of ears x 4" deep 
x 4.75" log length. 

 
Disassembled and rear views of owls. 

Holes in rear of heads of fairy and mini-oil 
lamps are 1.625"h x 1.25w.  White porcelain 
cup in the fairy lamp base is removable and 
the remainder of base is hollow.  Mini-oil 
lamp font is intrical to the log and the log 
holds the fuel.  On the electrical lamp an 
electrical cord passes through the left end of 
the log; a short pull chain is on rear of log and 
bottom of log is deeply recessed in circle to 
accommodate the electric attachment and 
locking nut. 

GEORGE DAVIDSON 'S "P EARLINE "   
by Jim 
I recently acquired a blue version of  R-10, 
Pearline by George Davidson Glass Com-
pany, Gateshead, England.  I already had a 
Vaseline (yellow) version and was pleased to 
have a pair in different colors.  However, 
with the help of a couple club members and 
few web searches, I was able to put together 
bits and pieces of information that you might 
be interested in.   

The following information was extracted 
from The Glass Museum On-Line 
(http://www.glass.co.nz/).  If you have never 
been to this site, it is well worth the visit. 

A short explanation of Pearline glass: 
In 1889 George Davidson introduced one of 
their most popular and successful lines, a 
coloring which they called "Pearline."  It was 
only made in two colors, blue and lemon 
yellow, each with a white (cream) edge. 
Pearline glass was so successful that David-
son's introduced a new suite of designs made 
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in Pearline almost every year until 1903 and 
continued production of Pearline until the 
outbreak of the first World War (1914). 

Davidson's Pearline glass is virtually always 
marked with a number or (on very early 
pieces) the word "Patent."  The number is the 
British registration number of that particular 
pattern and identifies the manufacturer and the 
date of registration. 

 
Cream and sugar in Davidson's blue Pearline in  

"Brideshead" pattern 

Pearline glass reacted to heat by turning white 
on the parts exposed to heat during the cooling 
process, a reaction caused by the chemicals 
mixed into the glass (notably arsenic).  It was 
extremely popular in the 1890's.  

 
R-10 in Davidson's yellow and blue Pearline in "Brideshead" 
pattern.  Rd number 130643 is molded into the design on the 
inside near the top opening. 

In 1889 Davidson registered a new design 
under the number 130643.  The design was 
simply called the "643 Suite" by Davidson's 
and named "Brideshead" by American collec-
tors.  The Pearline color combination of a 
white opalescent edge on turquoise blue glass 
was almost unique to Davidson's.  However, 
Greener's (from nearby Sunderland) produced 
a smaller number of patterns in a very similar 
color.  These can be identified both by the 
registration numbers and from pattern books 
and advertisements of the time. 

FAIRY LAMPS BY L.G. WRIGHT , 
PART I  by Lloyd and Nan 

The L.G. Wright Glass Co. was 
started in about 1936 by Lawrence 
Gale "Si" Wright who originally 

bought seconds of glassware and pottery 
from other companies and sold to wholesale 
customers.  Soon after, in 1937, he started 
having his own molds made and contracted 
these same companies to make products for 
him.  In 1938 Si married Verna Mae "Toots" 
Haught who became an equal operating 
partner and who ran the company after Si's 
death in 1969 until her passing in 1990.  The 
company was then bequeathed to her cousin, 
Dorothy Stephan, and Dorothy's daughter, 
Phyllis Buettner, who operated the company 
until it closed in May 1999 and the assets 
auctioned off. 

The company's first fairy lamps, the hand-
painted "Peach Blow" types, were made 
from company owned molds in the early 
1960s by either the Venetian Glass Corp. or 
Fenton Art Glass Co.  These early ones were 
probably decorated by the Zarilla Art Glass 
Co.3 and later ones by the Wright decorating 
department, which opened in 1968.  These 
were of four-piece design with intermediate 
fairy-size clear glass lamp cups and candle 
cups made from molds patterned after 1880s 
Clarke models.  Quite a few other styles 
were introduced in the late 1960s and 1970s, 
mostly of pressed glass having a variety of 
embossed patterns.  In 1977 an "Overlay" 
style similar to the earlier "Peach Blow" type 
was introduced with handpainted decoration 
and in a variety of colors.  The Wright logo 
of W inside a circle first appeared in 1974 
embossed inside the lamp cups and candle 
cups.  All the earlier ones were unmarked. 

                                                 
3 James Measell and W.C. "Red" Roetteis, The L.G. 
Wright Glass Co., p. 26, The Glass Press, Inc., 
Marietta, OH 45750-0553 (1997). 
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In this first of two articles the two hand decorated types will be described in more detail.
PEACH BLOW , Figures 1- 7 
A cased fairy size glass dome with an exterior rose color shading to white over white or white over a rose interior 
sitting on a crystal lamp cup with a candle cup inside; the finish is either shiny or satin; the matching base is one of 
several configurations — footed with down-turning ruffles around the top, a reversible style with a ruffled petticoat 
rim and shallow or footed saucers with horizontal flaring ruffled rim; the dome and base are with or without a variety 
of handpainted enamel decoration and sometimes with coralene decoration on the dome and around the rim of the 
lamp cup.  The "Moss Rose" design was popular4 but other unnamed ones are more elaborate.  The white over rose 
with the Moss Rose design were shown in an undated catalog as Model #57-20 with a reversible base and Model #57-
21 with a footed base.5 

                                                 
4 James Measell and W.C. "Red" Roetteis, The L.G. Wright Glass Co., front cover, p. 26 and p. 95, The Glass Press, 
Inc., Marietta, OH 45750-0553 (1997). 
5 Xeroxed pages of undated L.G. Wright Catalogs from 1960s and 1970s. 

  
Figure 1.  Fairy size satin cased Peach Blow dome, 
shading from rose to white, decorated with enameled 
flowers, in a clear lamp cup resting on a matching re-
versible style ruffled base - 5.25" h x 7.125" d. 

Figure 2.  Fairy size satin cased Peach Blow dome, 
shading from rose to white, decorated with enameled 
flowers, in a clear lamp cup resting on a matching footed 
base with turned down ruffles - 6" h x 5" d. (An undeco-
rated version is pictured in Reference 3) 

  
Figure 3.  Fairy size shiny cased Peach Blow dome, 
shading from rose to white, decorated with enameled 
flowers, in a clear lamp cup resting on a matching re-
versible style ruffled base with blue dots on the ruffles -
5.5" h x7" d. 

Figure 4.  Fairy size shiny cased Peach Blow dome, shading 
from rose to white, decorated with enamel and gold flowers, 
in a clear lamp cup resting on a shoulder inside a horizontal 
ruffled, footed saucer - 4.5" h x 5.25" d. 
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OVERLAY , MODEL #1-3D,  Figure 8 
A cased fairy size satin glass dome in amber, amethyst, light blue, dark blue6 and pink7 over white, not shaded to the degree 
of the Peach Blow type, with a crystal lamp cup and candle cup; the matching base is footed with down-turning ruffles 
around the top; the dome and base can be with or without handpainted enamel decoration in the "Wildrose Satin" pattern.8 

  
Figure 5  Fairy size satin cased dome, white over rose, in 
a clear lamp cup with coralene decorated rim resting on a 
matching base with down-turning ruffles.  Both dome & 
base are decorated with enameled flowers and blue dots - 
6" h x 5.625" d. 

Figure 6  Fairy size satin cased dome, white over rose, 
decorated with enameled flowers and coralene top rim 
and scrollwork, in a clear lamp cup resting in a matching 
shallow horizontal ruffled saucer - 5.25" h x 7.5" d. 

  
Figure 7  Model #57-20 Fairy size satin cased dome, 
white over rose, in a clear lamp cup resting on a matching 
reversible style ruffled base.  The dome and inside the 
base are decorated with enameled flowers in the Moss 
Rose pattern - 5.625" h x 7" d. (Also seen on the front 
cover, Reference 1 and Reference 3, p. 68.) 

Figure 8  Model #1-3D Fairy size satin cased dome, light 
blue over white, in a clear lamp cup resting on a matching 
footed base with down-turned ruffles.  The dome is 
decorated with enameled flowers in the Wildrose Satin 
pattern - 6.375" h x 5.375" d. (Also seen in Reference 3, 
p.68 along with dark blue and pink examples.) 

References: 
1. James Measell and W.C. "Red" Roetteis, The L.G. Wright Glass Co., The Glass Press, Inc., Marietta, OH 45750-

0553 (1997). 
2. Xeroxed pages of undated L.G. Wright Catalogs from 1960s and 1970s. 
3. Audrey L. Humphrey, "The Seven-Year Itch", Glass Collector's Digest, 111-6, p.66-71, Apr/May 1990. 

                                                 
6 James Measell and W.C. "Red" Roetteis, The L.G. Wright Glass Co., pp. 42, 44 & 45, The Glass Press, Inc., Mari-
etta, OH 45750-0553 (1997). 
7 Audrey L. Humphrey, "The Seven-Year Itch", Glass Collector's Digest, 111-6, p.66-71, Apr/May 1990. 
8 Xeroxed pages of undated L.G. Wright Catalogs from 1960s and 1970s. 
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VISIT TO L.G. WRIGHT FACTORY   
by Lloyd and Nan 

In 1997 we spent all of May touring glass 
museums, factories, specialized dealers and 
general antique shops in 10 eastern states 
from Maine to the Ohio River valley.  One of 
the stops was at the L. G. Wright Glass Co. in 
New Martinsville, WV.  The plant is in a 
rural area on Hwy. 2 on about 5 acres that 
includes the Wright family home sitting on a 
hill in back.  A long, graveled circular drive-
way leads you to the rear of the factory build-
ings where the showroom and Wright Glass 
Museum are located.  Being the only visitors 
at the time we were very hospitably shown 
around.  Our interest was mainly in fairy 
lamps but we could not help but be impressed 
with the range of products on display, par-
ticularly opalescent glass lamps which we are 
also fond of.  There were only a few pressed 
clear glass styles of fairy lamps for sale in the 
showroom.  We did purchase two electric 
light bases for displaying old domes without 
the danger of heat from candles. 

The Museum display celebrating 60 years of 
"Treasured Today, Cherished Tomorrow" 
was in a separate room with about 350 of the 
"best of the best", each with an identifying 
number and brief description.  The six fairy 
lamps in the exhibit were the following: Item 
2. "Embossed Rose" in canary; Item 20. 
"Thousand Eye" in canary; Item 27. "Eye-
winker" in ruby; Item 30. "Peach Blow" 
decorated with reversible ruffled base; Item 
37. "Embossed Rose Triangle" in green (not 
many made because the three folded-in sides 
of the base tended to sag during cooling and 
the lamp cup wouldn't fit); Item 52 "Peach 
Blow" decorated with turned down ruffled 
base.  These are all premium pieces for any-
one collecting contemporary fairy lamps. 

In early May 1999 L. G. Wright Glass Co. 
went out of business.  During the four days of 
May 27-30 all property was auctioned off 
from a list of 2541 lots.  Of 27 fairy lamp 
related items we could identify from the 

sketchy descriptions, we chose 18 to bid on 
including 4 boxes of old Wright catalogs and 
the 6 fairy lamps from the museum collec-
tion.  Arrangements were made to be called 
when their numbers came up so that we could 
bid by phone.  Unfortunately they were using 
cell phones on the auction floor and reception 
at our end was about every 10th word.  They 
were very apologetic but nothing they tried 
helped so we left limit bids for the items we 
were most interested in.  We were not suc-
cessful in getting any lot.  The prices realized 
for some of the items were as follows: 

• Lot 2373 Museum Item #30, Model 
#57-20, Peachblow white over rose 
w/moss rose decor on a reversible ruffled 
base, (like Figure 7), $370. 

• Lot 2395 Museum Item #52, Model 
#57-21, Peachblow white over rose 
w/moss rose decor on a footed base 
(shaped like Figure. 8), $550. 

• Lot 2406 Museum Item #2, Model #34-
CY, Embossed Rose in clear canary on a 
down-fluted base (see next issue for pic-
tures), $110. 

• Lot 2424 Museum Item #20, Model 
#46-CY, Thousand Eye in clear canary on 
a pedestal base, $160. 

• Lot 2317 Museum Item #27, Model 
#25-29-R, Eyewinker in clear ruby, $50. 

• Lot 2380 Museum Item #37, Model 
#77-16-G, Embossed Rose Triangle in 
clear green (found to be chipped at auc-
tion), N/A 

• Lot 1750 Model #-44-A, Moon and 
Stars in clear amber, $180. 

• Lot 1880 Model #1-3D, Overlay in blue 
satin glass w/decor (like Figure 8), $135. 

• Lot 1120 Box of 12 #1-3D, Overlay 
shades (only) in amethyst without decora-
tion, $8 
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WEBB DECORATION : A RESEARCH 

PROJECT by Frank 

The vocabulary of Webb Burmese decorated 
pattern names is the subject of a research 
project that has been in process for several 
months by a very experienced collector and 
myself.  We do not know the source of the 
names used today, like prunus, that often are 
used to describe the Webb decorations.  The 
“factory original” names of thirty-three Webb 
patterns are in Hadjamach's book, British 
Glass, on pages 431-432.  

The simple reason for this research project is 
for accurate communication and identifica-
tion.  We currently have photos of Webb 
Burmese glass in our collections, a growing 
botanical library, and a variety of other expert 
resources that serve as consultants.  What we 
will need is a larger number of photographs 
with different decorations for comparison 
and, perhaps most importantly, fairy lamp 
club members who are interested in assisting 
with this project.  

This project has value for more than just fairy 
lamp collectors.  If it is successful in identify-
ing the proper names for Webb decorated art 
glass, it will go a long way toward "standard-
izing" the communication among collectors 
and in future reference materials. 

If you would like to help or have information 
to share, especially photographs, please 
contact me at: 

Franklin J. Vyn , 217 Kingswood SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI. 49506 
Email: fjscavyn@aol.com 
Phone: (616) 949-5257 

DOUG'S CORNER 

In the last issue of the newsletter Doug cor-
rectly identified U-125 as being shown with 
an upside down dome.  John, an owner of this 
lamp, provided the following photo that 
shows the dome in the correct position. 

 

I have updated my original copy of page 32 
of the Undocumented Section.  I will provide 
updated copies by request only. 

P.S.  John is the proud owner of a new digital 
camera.  Perhaps with some arm-twisting, we 
can encourage him to provide photos and 
descriptions of his extensive jeweled brass 
candle lamp collection.  Hmmm?  ☺ 

UNDOCUMENTED FAIRY LAMP REVIEW  
by Doug 

• U-145 Interesting variation from the usual 
Goss miniature cottages night lights.  

• U-146 Correct Noritake lamp.  They made 
a couple styles of this type of lamp.  R-383 
is another style and should have a similar 
but different log base.  

• U-147 Interesting shape and color.  Not a 
Clarke lamp.  

• U-148 Attractive lamp with floral style dome.  

• U-149 R-40 dome with matching base.  
Also known to have been made in yellow 
and white with matching base.  

• U-150 Attractive lamp on original base. 

• U-151 Very attractive acid Burmese ep-
ergne with large central bowl.  

• U-152 Looking at A-P5-12, U-152 has a 
different mirrored plateau both in size and 
design (a plateau of this description was 
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sold as a single item at the Anthony auc-
tion) and the rose bowl that should be be-
neath the lamps has been replaced with an 
inverted bowl from another epergne.  

• U-153 Art Deco lamp with colors of R-
418 and R-419.  

• U-154 Another attractive floral form fairy 
lamp.  

• U-155 interesting old fairy lamp.  Sorry 
that we do not have a picture of the base 
without the dome.  The center is identical 
to one of the ceramic candle holders often 
found in the food warmers - same im-
print.9  It also has very interesting bars to 
provide ventilation to the dome.  It is very 
similar to the metal handled bases used in 
the food warmers but this one will not 
work as the handle hangs up on the frame 
and puts everything at a tilt.  It's possibly 
one of the earliest bases based on the 
probable chronology of development. 

• U-156 Another design of jeweled hanging 
candle lamps. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

UNKNOWN STIVER , ITALY CANDLE LAMP 

In the May 1999 
issue I asked 
about an unusual 
fairy lamp with a 
Stiver, Italy label.  
I received a 
couple notes that 
indicated that this 
lamp also came in 

other colors including frosted clear, pink and 
blue.  One owner of this lamp indicated that 
theirs was purchased about 10 years ago from 
the now defunct May Company department 
store in southern California for about $20. 

                                                 
9   See article Pyramid Hand Lamp, Issue VI, February 
1998  

BATTERY -OPERATED CANDLE  

The little battery operated 
"candle" generated lots of 
interest and a few 
suggestions.  Perhaps Dave 
suggested the best 
alternative light source.  He 
suggests: "On the battery 

operated candle lamp try using one or more 
clear light emitting diodes (LED) which 
draw milliamps of current.  This will allow 
the use of a much smaller battery and last 
much longer too."   

This sounds like a great idea.  Anyone inter-
ested in building a prototype for us.  I'm sure 
there will be a "big market" for them.  ☺  

WHATSIT ? from Graham & Helen 

 

 

Now here is an unusual item to say the least.  
Although quite badly damaged (the foot has 
been broken and repaired and both flower 
forms are either cracked or missing petals) 
this item was sold as a fairy lamp. 
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It has no markings and a squatty candle will 
not go into the flowers.  The coloring goes 
from orange to amberina inside the flower 
form. 

Both flowers are hollow and I think they 
possibly could have held oil with a floating 
wick.  What do you think ??  I know they 
look a bit on the skew but that appears how 
the pegs on the bottom of each has been 
attached. 

The overall length is approximately 8" and it 
is only 3" high.  The larger "flower" is ap-
proximately 4.5" in diameter with a 1.5" 
diameter opening at the top. 

AUCTION RESULTS 

EARLY 'S SUMMER ART GLASS AUCTION , 
CINCINNATI , OHIO  

As usual, Early had an outstanding collection 
of art glass available for auction this summer, 
including several fairy lamps.  The results of 
the fairy lamp auction are: 

• Lot 302, R-67, Pair Nailsea type fairy-size 
domes in one blue, one pink with white 
loopings in crystal Clarke lamp cups (one 
cup chipped), $350. 

• Lot 301, R-76, Pink cased DQMOP fairy-
size dome, cream lining, on clear Clarke 
lamp cup, $450. 

• Lot 303, (Marriage) Blue MOP swirl fairy-
size dome with flared piecrust top rim 
(similar to R-205) on clear Clarke lamp 
cup with blue satin reversible base with 
petticoat rim (similar to R-577), $300. 

• Lot 359,  (Marriage) Red two-faced owl 
(similar to R-359) in pyramid-size porce-
lain base (similar to R-483 marked  
"Clarke."  $425. 

• Lot 632, R-543, Undecorated Acid Bur-
mese fairy-size dome in Burmese lamp cup 
with matching petticoat rim base.  $1100. 

• Lot 686, U-152, Webb acid Burmese fairy 
lamp epergne, 13"d. beveled mirror with 
floral frame.  Brass holder accepts four 
acid Burmese domes resting upon clear 
pressed Clarke lamp cups and three ruffle 
top bud vases with berry prunts.  Acid 
Burmese stem and collar with upturned 
crimped rim, $2750. 

BURCHARD GALLERIES &  AUCTIONEERS, 
FLORIDA  

• Cranberry and yellow swirl shade (similar 
to R-529) resting on pink and chartreuse 
satin swirl ruffle edge bowl and "Clarke's 
Trademark Cricklite" pressed lamp cup.  
The bowl portion of this lamp is etched 
"Clarke's Patent Fairy", $330.  

(If you hurry, you can see this lamp at: 
http://www.burchardgalleries.com/gifs/jun27
99/l016a.jpg) 

INTERNET NEWS 

E-COMPARE  

http://www.ecompare.com/ 

If you are only going to bookmark one site 
from this newsletter, this is it.  To quote their 
home page: 

"E-Compare strives to become the vertical 
portal for online shopping.  By aggregating 
e-tailers, we aim to provide one-stop shop-
ping convenience for all e-commerce cate-
gories.  We also provide tools for quickly 
and easily comparing merchandise across 
multiple online merchants.  By using E-
Compare, e-consumers eliminate the need 
to visit multiple shopping sites.  Saving 
time and money for e-consumers is the ul-
timate goal of E-Compare." 

Man!  Isn't it something what the Internet has 
done to the English language?  Let me see if I 
can explain what this really means to you as a 
fairy lamp collector. 

E-Compare provides a means to search mul-
tiple database and websites to find the best 
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price for what you are looking for.  Big deal, 
you say.  Well, how would you like to search 
all the major booksellers for Ruf's fairy lamp 
book?  Or, better yet, search all the on-line 
auctions for fairy lamps?  E-Compare does 
both of these and many more items including: 

Books 
Music 
Auctions 
Vitamins 
Drugstores 
Software 
Movies/Video 
Fragrance 

Toys 
Pets 
Office Supplies 
Sporting Goods 
Golf Equipment 
Cookware 
Electronics 
Computers 

All that is nice, but we are interested in fairy 
lamps.  So, let's see what I found. 

• A quick search for Ruf's Fairy Lamp 
book came up with four booksellers with 
Borders being the lowest price at $41.97.  
That is about $18.00 below retail! 

• A quick search on "fairy lamp" found 
over ninety on-line auctions including 
those from Yahoo, Amazon and, of 
course, eBay. 

• A quick search of "beany baby" came up 
with…..oops, wrong newsletter.  

Now for the bad news.  Apparently, this 
search tool only searches the title.  So, if you 
are searching on-line auctions for fairy lamps, 
you will miss a lot by not searching the de-
scription.  Hmmm?  Now just why am I 
pointing this out to you? 

Check this site out.  I think you will find it 
useful for a variety of reasons. 

ANTIQUE SEARCHER 
http://www.antiquesearcher.com/ 

This is a relative new web site that provides a 
convenient search tool to help locate specific 
information related to antiques.  It includes 
categories such as Dealers, Shows, Auctions, 
Publications, Reproductions, Collectibles, 
etc.  A quick search for "fairy lamps" only 
uncovered one web site that included a col-
lection of fairy lamps.  However, it was the 

"Collector Clubs" under the "Collectable" 
heading that caught my eye.  You guessed it.  
After a brief registration, I have listed our 
club with links to our "descriptive web page" 
under this heading.  In case you have forgot-
ten, we are at: 

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Oaks/33
33/FairyLamp.html 

POSTAPRINT .COM  
http://www.postaprint.co.uk/ 

In the last issue of the newsletter I listed 
some important eBay auctions of significant 
fairy lamps and related advertisements.  One 
was an original 1891 Clarke advertisement 
from The Illustrated London News.  As many 
of you know, this publication was used fre-
quently by Clarke to promote and advertise 
his products. 

Although I was the losing bidder on that 
auction (it went for $76), I was able to win 
the bid on another eBay auction for the same 
advertisement.  

The fact that the same ad came up twice in 
such a short period of time got my curiosity 
up.  After a little research, I discover that the 
ads were being auctioned by a commercial 
outlet in England, Postaprint, that specializes 
in antique prints and maps.  The source of 
many of the prints, especially detailed en-
gravings, is The Illustrated London News. 

After searching their online database for 
items containing "fairy", I discovered the 
same great full page ad that I won at auction 
for $35.  However, much to my disappoint-
ment, the ad is routinely offered for sale for 
about $15.  � 

So, if you are interested in a great original 
Clarke fairy lamp ad at a reasonable price, 
check out their web site.  The Clarke ad can 
be found by searching the ILN database for 
the term "fairy." 

L.E. SMITH GLASS COMPANY  

http://www.lesmithglass.com/ 
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This is a modest web site related to the L.E. 
Smith Glass Company in Mount Pleasant, 
Pennsylvania.  As many of you know, L.E. 
Smith produces a line of contemporary candle 
lamps and has been in business since 1907. 

 

They include many items from their inven-
tory including nine web pages of candle 
lights.  The above photo is representative of 
the photos on their website except I have 
deleted their design names and catalog num-
bers.   

To go directly to the web pages that contain 
the candle lights go to: 

http://www.lesmithglass.com/candle1.html 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

WANTED TO BUY 

Frank Vyn, 217 Kingswood S.E., Grand 
Rapids, MI  49506, (616) 949-5257, E-mail:  
fjscavyn@aol.com, is interested in the fol-
lowing items: 

• Fairy-size acid Burmese lamp cup. 

• Decorated Webb art glass in cased, satin 
or Burmese 

• Fairy-size Nailsea dome in light blue. 
 

Frank Wollenhaupt is interested in a Fostoria 
shade (A-P9-4) in rose or dusty pink.  The 
Fostoria pattern is called "Victoria." If you 
have one available Frank can be contacted at 
P.O. Box 303, Dayton, OH  45401; Phone: 
(937) 254-2937; Email: fewvic303@aol.com 

Tom and Molly Gignac are interested in 
obtaining R-10 in blue opalescent (Pearline).  
If you have one available in blue, they can be 
reached by phone: (804)-685-4351, email: 

gignac@d-k.com, or by mail: 8400 Mt. Cross 
Road, Danville, VA 24540. 

FOR SALE  

What!?  No fairy lamps for sale? �   

REFERENCE GUIDELINES  
This newsletter makes extensive use of Fairy 
Lamps-Elegance in Candle Lighting, by Bob 
& Pat Ruf, Schiffer Publishing, Ltd., 1996, in 
identifying fairy lamps.  While this is the 
most complete reference book, there are 
others that you may also use.  For consis-
tency, we will use the following key to refer-
ence illustrations of fairy lamps.  The first 
letter will identify the reference book fol-
lowed by a plate or figure number.  For ex-
ample: 

R-167 Refers to Bob & Pat Ruf's book 
FAIRY LAMPS-Elegance in Candle 
Lighting, figure 167. 

A-P3-4 Refers to T. Robert Anthony's book 
19th Century Fairy Lamps, plate 3, 
number 4. 

T-PV-8  Refers to Dorothy Tibbetts' book 
Clarke's Fairy-Lamps, plate V, num-
ber 8. 

C-227 Refers to a fairy lamp number in 
Clarke's 1888 catalog, reprint by T. 
Robert Anthony catalog number 227. 

U-10 Refers to photographic examples of 
fairy lamps that are not shown in any 
of reference books.  They have been 
assigned an undocumented reference 
number in the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamps section of the newsletter.  In 
this example Undocumented fairy 
lamp number 10. 

Let me know if other reference materials 
need to be added to the code list. 
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MEMBERSHIP  

The Fairy Lamp Club is a non-profit club for 
collectors of Victorian and contemporary 
fairy lamps.  The club's quarterly newsletter 
is published in the months of February, May, 
August, and November.  The purpose of the 
newsletter is to provide a forum for members 
to share information about fairy lamps with 
others and is greatly dependent upon the 
contributions of our members for its content. 

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $15.00 to: 

JIM &  PAT SAPP 
6422 HAYSTACK ROAD 
ALEXANDRIA , VA  22310 
E-mail: sapp@erols.com 
Phone: (703) 971-3229 
Fax: (508) 448-8917 

 -or, if you prefer: 

BOB &  PAT RUF 
4201 PALOMINO CIRCLE  
RENO, NEVADA 89509 
E-mail: bpr@powernet.net 
Phone and Fax:  (775) 747-2675  

Back issues of the Fairy Lamp Newsletter are 
available for $3.00 per issue.  Foreign mem-
bership dues are $20.00. 
Thanks and a Call for Help 
The newsletter continues to have good sup-
port from our members.  So much so that 
some articles have been put on hold until 
there is appropriate space available.  If you 
have provided articles in the past and have 
yet to see it published in the newsletter, 
please don't be discouraged.  I still have your 
articles and will include them as soon as 
possible. 

One thing that will help me tremendously is a 
little preparation on your part.  Very often I 
receive articles that are well written, properly 
formatted, and with suitable photographs that 
enhance the article.  I also receive some very 
useful and important information that is 

contained in hand written notes with refer-
ences to books and other periodicals and poor 
quality photographs.  This is great informa-
tion for me personally but it takes time and 
considerable "editorial skill" to pull it to-
gether to make a meaningful and useful 
article for our members. 

That said.  Keep those cards and letters com-
ing.  If you can help by "preparing it for 
publication" that would be great.   

Thanks for all your support and contributions. 

 

 

Portion of Clarke's ad in The Illustrated 
London News, July 11th, 1891 


