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CLUB NEWS 

MEMBERSHIP  
Fairy Lamp Club membership continues to 
grow at a modest pace.  New members are 
continuing to join as other members elect not 
to renew their membership.  Currently, our 
membership is a little over a 100 with about 
65 percent represented in the membership 
listing.  If you are not included in the member-
ship list and wish to be, just drop me a note 
and I will add you to the next update. 

New members have come to us from a variety 
of sources this quarter.  Current members have 
referred some and others have found out about 
us from the Internet.   

The Internet members have discovered our 
listing in Maloney's Online Antiques and 
Collectibles Resource Directory under the 
heading Clubs and Associations.1  In addition, 
I have been using my eBay fairy lamp auctions 
to advertise the Fairy Lamp Newsletter.  At the 
bottom of each auction item description I 
provide a link to the "About Me" web site 
which provides detailed information on how to 
join.2  If you are a fairy lamp seller on eBay 
and want to help "find new members" just 
drop me a note and I will send you the HTML 
code and appropriate links for you to use. 

I also received a note from Ralph and Terry 
Kovel advising me of their new book, Kovel's 
Yellow Pages: A Collector's Directory.   

                                                 
1 Maloney's Online is located at:  
http://www.maloneysonline.com/ 
2 The "About Me" web site is located at: 
http://members.ebay.com/aboutme/sapp/ 

This new book provides the names, addresses, 
phone/fax numbers, e-mail addresses and web 
sites of perhaps thousands of collectors, deal-
ers, clubs, and associations throughout the 
country.  Needless to say, your Fairy Lamp 
Club is included. 

If you would like to know more about Kovel's 
new directory, you can reach them at (216) 
752-2252.   

COLOR NEWSLETTER  
I sent an e-mail to our on-line members this 
quarter soliciting their thoughts on a color 
newsletter.  Specifically—is the interest strong 
enough to warrant the added cost and com-
plexity for me and ultimately the increase in 
the dues to our members?  Needless to say, the 
response was very favorable.  Most felt the 
color added significantly to the value of the 
newsletter and would be willing to bear the 
additional cost to produce—within reason, of 
course. 

Now the question is "How?"  The most effi-
cient way for me is to print it myself.  How-
ever, lacking a quality color printer, that poses 
a problem.  Having it printed by a local printer 
is an option, but I'm not sure I want to deal 
with "unpredictable" results and the added 
complexity, not to mention the cost. 

So, in the interim, I have decided to move 
ahead with my plans to develop a Fairy Lamp 
Club website.  I have already "played around" 
with some ideas and it doesn't look too diffi-
cult.  So stay tuned and I'll keep you informed 
as to the progress.  Maybe the added bonus of 
a website will provide enough incentive to our 
off-line members to "get wired." ☺ 
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CONTRIBUTING EDITOR  
It is with great pleasure that I introduce the 
newsletter's newest contributing editor,  

Mr. Doug Gole. 
The newsletter, as you may know, is heavily 
dependent on our members for its content.  I 
simply select the articles submitted by our 
members, format them with appropriate photos 
and distribute them to our membership.  Bob 
and Pat Ruf review the newsletter for technical 
accuracy, relevancy, grammar, spelling, and 
any other mistakes I am likely to make. 

We have attempted to encourage member 
participation by accepting all contributions 
without unnecessary critique or editorial com-
ment—positive or negative. Keeping always in 
mind that the purpose of the newsletter is to 
allow a free exchange of information among 
our members. 

Feedback from members, however, has made 
us aware that the newsletter needs to have 
more direction and authoritative review.  One 
name has repeatedly been mentioned as the 
most experienced expert in identifying and 
collecting authentic Victorian fairy lamps—
Mr. Doug Gole.   

Beginning with this issue, Doug has agreed to 
become a "contributing editor" for the News-
letter.  He will provide his expert review of the 
newsletter, especially the Undocumented 
Section, and provide all of us the benefit of his 
decades of experience and research.  For those 
who have not had the opportunity to meet 
Doug, let me introduce him. 

Doug has been collecting for over 30 years and 
has also amassed a collection of original cata-
logs, reference books and advertisements on 
Fairy Lamps and Art Glass.  He has traveled 
extensively and is sought after to evaluate 
some very "old and original" collections. 

Doug's education in the Fine Arts, both formal 
and informal, has given him a keen insight in 
balance, form and color that gives a subtle 
knowledge to attribution and originality.  

Since so little original information exists 
regarding the sales techniques of the fairy 
lamp producers and their retail outlets, his 
ability to visualize coordination of parts is 
very helpful in determining most probable 
authenticity.  He has undoubtedly seen more 
fairy lamps than the rest of us will ever see in 
a lifetime.  The Ruf's took advantage of this 
expertise when writing their book.  The book 
is dedicated to him for this reason.  

He is the proud owner of a premiere fairy lamp 
collection.  His name has been passed through-
out the antique business as the "expert author-
ity" in this field of collecting.  He is a most 
approachable individual with great patience 
and ready encouragement to assist and educate 
beginning collectors in the "old world" charm 
and elegance of Fairy Lamps. 

Doug's hope is to assist, educate, clarify and 
impart his years of knowledge to the member-
ship in the upcoming issues. 

We are pleased and honored to have his assis-
tance in the preparation of our newsletter. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

ARTICLES IN PERIODICALS  from Connie 

Connie has provided two additional articles 
found in old periodicals.  They are: 

• 1953  Burmese Art Glass, Mrs. Herbert 
Landick, Hobbies-The Magazine for Col-
lectors, November 1953 (Shows a few ex-
amples of Burmese fairy lamps.) 

• 1953  Fairy Lamps, B.R. Leffing Well, 
Hobbies-The Magazine for Collectors, July 
1962 (Shows a few dozen examples of 
fairy lamps.) 

L IGHT YOUR LAMPS by Jim 

As many of you know—hopefully, not from 
direct experience—lighting your fairy lamps 
can be risky at best.  A lighted candle, even for 
a few minutes, can quickly turn your prized 
fairy lamp into a disaster. 

Heat cracks are very common and if you are 
like me the first place you look in determining 
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the quality of your fairy lamp purchase is 
around the top opening.  This is where most 
heat-related cracks occur.  Since they often do 
not extend all the way down, (some form what 
I call a "J" crack) they are very difficult to see, 
especially in intricate art glass designs.  So, the 
question is, how do you enjoy seeing your 
fairy lamps as they were intended to be seen 
without the risk of ruining them?  Let me offer 
the following. 

To me the best solution is to create light with 
no heat.  Of course, that leads you to a battery 
operated "candle."  The problem comes in 
designing one that will fit comfortably within 
the lamp cup.  The fairy-size poses no problem 
but the pyramid size is a different story.  That 
is where I need your help. 

Following is my first attempt to produce a 
battery operated "candle" for fairy-size lamps. 

As you can see, it a relatively straight forward 
and is easy to fabricate with readily available 
and cheap materials: 

The light bulb, socket, battery connector, and 
battery can be found at any Radio Shack.  The 
container, in this case, is the top of a can of 
Pam.  Almost anything will do as long as it is 
the right diameter to hold the battery and fit 
into the fairy-size lamp cup. 

Fabricating one to fit the pyramid-size has 
been problematic.  I have yet to find a battery 
small enough with enough amps to light a 
small bulb.  I have tried several combinations 
with no luck.  If any of you have any ideas, 
please let me know. 

So, with my "new invention" in hand, Pat and I 
spent an entire evening sitting around the 
kitchen table lighting our lamps—many for the 
very first time.  Needless to say, they were 

spectacular.  Especially, those few examples I 
have in Burmese.  It is easy to understand why 
they were so popular after you see them lit. 

In the course of lighting our fairy lamps, one 
in particular produced surprising results.  

This fairy lamp, referred to as "contemporary", 
Gunderson Peachblow, or less likely "Mount 
Washington Peachblow" in various publica-
tions, produced a bright red when lit. 

 
View of the bottom of the dome 

showing the three layers. 

The three layers of glass in the dome cause 
this surprising coloration. The two outer layers 
carry the shading pink/salmon to white and the 
inner layer is deep pink.  The base, on the 
other hand, did not produce the red color.  It 
apparently does not have the inner red layer. 

Now that you know how to light your vintage 
fairy lamps safely, can you imaging a table set 
with a lighted decorated Burmese epergne with 
perhaps six or seven fairy lamps?  It would be 
spectacular! 

NEW SHADES FOR OLD CRICKLITES by 
Helen and Graham 

About a year ago, after 
purchasing a single cut 
glass "Cricklite" with an 
original silk and beaded 
shade, Helen has been 
trying to find a 
manufacturer who would 
take on the task on making 
reproduction shades to go 
on our "Lady." 

After unsuccessful inquiries especially from 
frame makers we eventually found an article in 
"Homes & Antiques" magazine about hand-
made lampshades. After several emails, faxes, 
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phone calls and photographs, they said they 
felt they could manufacture our shade.  

In August we went to North Wales with the 
original lampshade so that they could see first 
hand what we expected. They were extremely 
enthusiastic and felt they could produce a 
replica we would be happy with. 

 
Last week three shades finally arrived and we 
are thrilled and extremely pleased with the 
results. While not original, they do enhance 
the beauty of the lamps. We will be ordering 
an additional seven shades for our seven arm 
candelabra  "Lady." 

Reproduced Shade                       Original Shade
 

If any club members are interested in purchas-
ing a shade, the cost will be around $120 each 
plus shipping. 

Helen & Graham Pullen's address, phone number, and 
email address can be found in the membership listing. 

20TH
 CENTURY JEWELED CANDLE 

LAMPS – PART II  by John 

As a follow-up to my article on my signed 
"Swift & Fisher, North Attleboro, Mass." 
jeweled candle lamp3, I sent photographs to 
Swift & Fisher of a selection of related lamps 
that share common brass elements and con-
struction. 

I received a nice reply from Mark Fisher, who 
has been with the company for thirty-four 
years.  He provided the following history of 
the company: 

Mr. Harry Fisher and Mr. Joseph Swift 
founded the company in 1905. 

The main product line for the first thirty years 
of the company was jewelry.  During the mid-
1930’s, the product line expanded to religious 
items. 

Because of material allocation for the war 
effort, during WW II, the company manufac-
tured military insignia.  After the war, they 
returned to the religious product line, which 
today represents 95% of its business. 

                  
Figure A      Figure G (Enlarged) 

My signed lamp, (Figure A) includes an open-
work fleur-de-lis gallery (Figure G) inside to 
hold a candle glass in place.   

                                                 
3 20th Century Jeweled Candle Lamps, Fairy Lamp 
Newsletter, February 1999, pg. 3 
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Figure B                          Figure C 

The gallery is also used in Figure B (a signed 
example), and the hanging lamp Figure C.  
The hanging lamp shares both the pierced 
gallery and the filigree panels of lamp B, but is 
unsigned. 

           
Figure D                     Figure E                   Figure F 

The votive holder on tall stem, Figure D and 
the short version, Figure E are also comprised 
of panels matching lamps B and C. 

Another common component is the base on 
lamp E, which has a tiny beaded rim embossed 
near the edge.  This base is also used on lamp 
F.   

The beaded detail is also utilized on the plates 
that form the underside of the lamp cup in 
lamps C, D, E, and F. 

The filigree panels of lamp F are part of the 
same die that is in use in the tall "Sanctuary 
Lamp"; (shown with the February 1999 article) 
that is currently in production.  Mr. Fisher told 
me that some of the components are still being 
used today on items other than candle lamps. 

Another point of identification is the brass 
bezel that holds the jewels in place.  All of the 
examples shown use a bezel with a tiny saw-

tooth cut rim facing toward the outside of the 
lamps.  I have seen examples where the bezel 
was open in the back for light to shine through 
the jewels, and also ones where the jewel was 
covered in the back, and the back of the jewel 
itself was silvered to make it reflect light. 

They appear to have had a gold plated finish, 
which is largely worn off most of the exam-
ples. It is possible that there are other varia-
tions of Swift & Fisher jeweled lamps, using 
these same components. 

The quality and construction of these lamps is 
very similar to the Victorian examples, how-
ever, Mr. Fisher informed me that Lamps A 
and F would have been manufactured between 
1948 to 1970. And the other lamps in a time 
frame from 1948 to 1966.  So, looks can be 
deceiving! Just as with the glass fairy lamps, 
not all examples of the jeweled brass lamps 
can be considered antique!  

DOUG'S CORNER 
As I mentioned earlier, Doug Gole has agreed 
to provide his learned opinions of member 
contributions to the newsletter including his 
review of the undocumented section.  As you 
might imagine, he is a little apprehensive 
about expressing his opinions in a public 
forum that may contradict opinions of others 
or may make unfavorable mention of someone 
else's property.  However, it is very important 
for all of us to remember the purpose of this 
newsletter. 

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an 
open forum for our members to learn about 
fairy lamps and related candle-burning devices 
by sharing information and experiences.  The 
more diverse the membership and, perhaps 
more importantly, the more diverse the opin-
ions, the more likely that each member will 
benefit from the views of others.  I don't think 
I have to remind anyone that none of us pos-
sess all the information about everything, 
especially in the field of fairy lamps.  Each of 
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us stands to gain as long as we keep the dialog 
open. 

So, with that in mind, here's….Doug. 

HARTMAN &  DIETERICHS '  BIRDS by Doug 

In 1975 we were in England and heard there 
was an auction near where we were staying.  
Included in the auction were over thirty fairy 
lamps, most of which were in their original 
wooden sectioned boxes marked Clarke. We 
purchased six of them with the English robin 
decoration. In 1995, at another auction on the 
US East Coast there was a cased fairy-size 
dome with English robin decoration on a 
matching quadrafold base. The glass was 
Webb Peachblow with a cream lining and sold 
for $3000.00.  

In regards to the article "Birds of a Feather"4, I 
have noted several discrepancies. 

 

• The 1887-88 Clarke catalog5 illustrates 
two domes decorated with the English 
robin (7a and 8a) on pottery bases marked 
Clarke.  Hartman & Dieterichs were only 
newly in business at that date.  

• In the introduction to the article Frank 
quotes Bob Truitt as saying to him person-
ally, "…made by Hartman and Dieterichs 
near Novy Bor, Czechoslovakia in 1912". 
Twenty-five years later than pictured in the 
Clarke catalog.  

• In the above-mentioned article they have 
pictured two lamps on two bases which are 

                                                 
4 "Birds of a Feather", by Frank, Fairy Lamp Newslet-
ter, February 1999, pg. 2. 
5 Samuel Clarke Patent "Fairy" Lamps, 1887-88, reprint 
by T. Robert Anthony. 

not Clarke lamp cups. The domes that fit 
on these two bases pictured should have 
ground air vents in the bottom rim. The 
clear base that is pictured was made by J. 
Stembridge & Co., agents for Belgium & 
Bohemian glass works and was imported 
to England usually with a matching dome 
with beaded bottom rim to circumvent the 
Clarke patent. There is no mention of the 
English robin decoration.  

• In the footnote, R-148 is a North American 
robin and R-182 is a bluebird, thus not in 
the English robin category.  

• Stevens & Williams as published in 
Grover's book6 made Alexandrite in 1900. 
There was never any mention of decorated 
Alexandrite.  

UNDOCUMENTED FAIRY LAMP REVIEW  by 
Doug 

• U-121 Typical style of fairy lampshade, 
usually found in a brass base.  

• U-122 A rare Royal Worcester figural fairy 
lamp base with accompanying Cricklite 
shade.  

• U-123, 124 Two attractive chimney style 
lamps.  

• U-125 Brass jeweled lamp but shade ap-
pears to be sitting upside down.  

• U-126 Nice example of the jeweled brass 
series.  

• U-127 I cannot see anything about this 
epergne that it has in common with other 
beautiful Burmese epergnes. In my opinion 
it is completely unoriginal—both frame 
and decorations.  The decorations do not 
appear to be factory original and if com-
pared to an original fuchsia painting, it is 
not botanically accurate. The stand is not a 
typical fairy lamp stand. A waisted pyra-

                                                 
6 Art Glass Nouveau, Grover, Ray and Lee: Tuttle, 
1967.  
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mid lamp cup would be used and not the 
common style. 

• U-128 Another example of a chimney style 
jeweled lamp.  

• U-129, 130 These two lamps as stamped 
and with matching shades are English 
lamps. 

• U-131 This pyramid overshot came with a 
matching overshot lamp cup. Note the two 
ground air vents on the bottom rim.  Thus, 
making this dome not made for a Clarke 
base.  The metal brass base used in this ex-
ample is fine. 

• U-132 A better description of this pyramid 
dome is…"impressed diamond shaped 
with pewter ring and metal base." 

• U-133, 136 Both of these are fine exam-
ples of chimney style fairy lamps. This 
style was not made for Clarke.  

• U-134 Domes with air vents on the bottom 
rim were not designed for Clarke lamp cups. 

• U-135 Dome styles similar to this are 
usually found on a metal base.  

• U-137 This is from the bisque nursery 
animal series lamps and is often found 
with the KPM mark on the bottom.  

I also received the following information from 
another member related to KPM. 

From Joan: 
In Kovels' New Dictionary of Marks, page 183, there are 3 KPMs. 
1. K.P.M Royal Porcelain Manufactory, Meissen, Saxony, 

Germany (E.Germany) Porcelain, Blue underglaze, often copied 
by later factories. 1756+ (1710-present). (State's Porcelain 
Manufactory Meissen VEB) 

2. K.P.M. with a vertical line above the P, Krister Porcelain 
Manufactory, Waldenburg, Silesia, Germany (Walbrzych, Po-
land) Porcelain, Green, blue underglaze 1885+ (1831-present) 
(Rosenthal Glass & Porcelain AG) 

3. KPM with a W below, Krister Porcelain Manufactory, Walden-
burg, Silesia, Germany (Walbrzych, Poland) Porcelain, Green, 
blue underglaze ca.1896-ca.1906 (1831-present) (Rosenthal 
Glass & Porcelain AG) 

• U-138, 139 These two fairy lamps are 
good examples of Florentine decorated 
lamps with two different styles of bases. 

• U-140 This is a typical set up of domes 
made for Clarke. 

• U-141, 142 These two lamps are lamps 
from different religious series. Note the 
two different styles of bases. R-156 and U-
142 are from the same series. 

• U-143 This fairy lamp was in a recent 
auction but appeared to be a "make do" to 
me. The long bars holding the pyramid cup 
rings appear to be simply other rings from 
another epergne straightened to form these 
structural arms. The feet are certainly not 
the shape from any epergne I have had the 
privilege of seeing. The wire holding the 
bud vase is not the usual half round stock 
used for this purpose. I do, however, have 
the same set up on an epergne but it holds 
a different type flower holder.  I have not 
personally seen U-143 or held it in my 
hands. I know, however, that others share 
my opinion. 

• U-144 This unusual lamp has had lots of 
comments among the Internet members.  
Although the glass patterns in the dome 
and base are different, they are probably 
original to each other. In all the years of 
collecting and researching fairy lamps, I 
have only seen one other like this and that 
one had a matching dome and base. The 
"candlestick" attachment in the base is a 
known method for holding a pegged lamp 
cup. (Check the Auction Reports on the 
sale of this item.) 

QUESTIONS FOR OUR MEMBERS 

CONTEMPORARY COMPANIES  

Several of our members have asked for infor-
mation about contemporary companies that 
produce or have produced fairy lamps.  Not 
well known companies like Fenton but others 
like L.G. Wright, Mosser, Viking, Indiana 
Glass, Westmoreland, etc.  If anyone has any 
information about these companies, or any 
other producers of contemporary fairy lamps, 
please send me a brief description and I will 
include it in future newsletters. 
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Unusual Candle Lamp from Molly 

Molly would like to 
know more about this 
unusual candle lamp. 
The inside is cased 
with milk glass and 
the outside is a tur-
quoise blue. It has a 

nice fiery glow to it when it's lit, like a fire 
opal.  The height is 6.75", the top being 5.5"  
and the base is 5.0". The widest part of the top 
is 4.5" in diameter.  

If you have any information on this lamp or its 
manufacturer, please contact Molly Gignac, 
8400 Mount Cross Road, Danville, VA  
24540.  E-mail: gignac@d-k.com 

Unknown Contemporary Fairy Lamp  
from Jim 

I have probably seen 
over a thousand 
fairy lamps come 
and go on eBay. I 
have never seen 
another one like this.  

The dome is a three-
piece mold design 
with what appears to 

be open Poppies and leaves in high relief. The 
matching base is similar in design with a 
recessed area in the middle to receive the 
dome. Both pieces are very smooth with a 
"camphor-like" satin finish. The saucer has a 
silver colored label with "Stiver Italy." I don't 
know if Stiver is the manufacturer or retailer. 

The dome is approximately 5" high and 3 
11/16" in diameter. The saucer base is 6 5/8" 
in diameter and 5/8" high. The combined total 
height is 5 3/8." 

If anyone knows anything about this lamp 
please let me know.  Jim Sapp, 6422 Haystack 
E-Mail: sapp@erols.com. 

 

INTERNET NEWS 

FAIRY LAMP CLUB WEBSITE 

As I mentioned earlier, I plan to begin devel-
oping a website for the Fairy Lamp Club and 
Newsletter.  I have already done some pre-
liminary testing with Microsoft FrontPage 98 
website creator and have signed up for some 
"almost free" ($5 per month for 25mb) web 
space at Geocities.7 

I have already prepared a simple website 
containing a few Undocumented Fairy Lamp 
pages so that Doug could review them as they 
are prepared.8  The website seemed to work 
pretty well and will not be too difficult to 
maintain.  However, this simple page is only a 
test and is not representative of what needs to 
be done.   

The first step will be to design the content and 
flow of the pages.  Once that is done to a 
modest level I will begin the page layout.  I 
really don't have any experience in website 
design, but I do know "simple is better." 

So stay tuned and I will let our online mem-
bers know as soon as there is something for 
them to test. 

THE BURMESE CRUET – ONLINE CATALOG  

 

http://burmesecruet.com/ 
Clarence and Betty Maier are well known as 
dealers in superior quality art glass from the 
late Victorian era.  They advertise routinely in 
the Glass Collector's Digest and send complete 

                                                 
7 Geocities home page is located at: 
http://www.geocities.com/ 
8 The Undocumented review page is located at: 
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Oaks/3333/Fairyla
mp/UndocReview.html 
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listings of their inventory to interested clients. 
Now, they have taken yet another step to 
promote their offerings—they have created a 
web site complete with color photos. 

The web site is well designed and is easy to 
follow.  The catalog is arranged in categories 
so you can review your specific interests or 
you can use their search tool to look in all 
categories.  A recent search on "fairy lamp" 
produced nine hits including a very nice col-
ored lithophane and several nice acid Burmese 
and Nailsea fairy lamps. 

EATON 'S GLASS BOOKS ON THE WEB 
http://glassbooks.com/ 

This is an International Internet 
Bookstore operated by Robert 
E. Eaton, Jr., author of three 
price guides on Fenton Art 
Glass and a dealer in American 

glass of all types and vintages. They have 
approximately ninety titles of new books and 
approximately sixty titles of used or out-of-
print titles. 

A recent search of fairy lamp books produced 
"Fairy Lamps-Elegance in Candle Lighting by 
Ruf & Ruf for the discounted price of $53.95.  
This price is an especially good price because 
it includes free delivery to anywhere in the US. 

IRIDESCENT HOUSE INC. 
http://iridescenthouse.com/ 

The Iridescent House Inc. is a full-time mail 
order operation and retail store in Rochester 
Minnesota.  They have a variety of merchan-
dise including two pyramid-size Burmese fairy 
lamps.  One is a typical acid finish but the 
other one has a shiny/glossy finish. If you are 
interested you better hurry as that little guy 
may not last long once the word gets out. Now 
aren't you glad you read this little article? ☺ 

AUCTION REPORTS 
eBay On-Line Auctions 
Several spectacular Victorian-era fairy lamps 
were auctioned off at eBay On-line Auction 

this quarter.  Some rare and unusual designs 
that had many of us in sitting on the sidelines 
waiting to see just how high they would go.  
Needless to say, eBay is a competitive market-
place for the rare and unusual rivaling some of 
the better know and highly regarded auction 
houses. 

Some representative examples include: 

Crown of Thorns (U-144) $2,110. 

 
The most unusual fairy lamp design offered 
this quarter was the "Crown of Thorns." It is a 
red Nailsea-type fairy-size dome in pegged 
Clarke lamp cup resting in frosted "candle 
stick" holder in the center of the base. The 
"Crown of Thorns" base is red ground with 
white and pink Northwood pull-up type pattern.  
Applied handles, decorated with thorns, are 
clear frosted. 

Prior to the eBay auction I was contacted by an 
auctioneer who was looking for information 
about this lamp for a client.  I forwarded the 
inquiry to our online members and received the 
following: 

From Bob & Pat Ruf: 
The "Crown of Thorns" base is great and 
appears to be in good shape. If you look on 
page 237 in our book, the technique in the 
advertisement for rustic flower stands is simi-
lar, although the shapes are different. Whether 
or not the Nailsea-type shade is original to the 
base, harks back to the question of how these 
multiple piece lamps were sold, e.g. mix and 
match or matched only. We have seen a lamp 
in a very old collection that has the same 
"candle stick" holder in the base of a Nailsea-
type lamp.  
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Reproduced Ad from page 237 of Fairy Lamps – 

Elegance in Candle Lighting by Ruf & Ruf 

Just an interesting sidenote:  The seller of this 
rare fairy lamp combination inadvertently 
entered $150 as the reserve instead of $1500.  
They decided to let it go because they "knew" 
this lamp would bring more than that.  Whew!  
Good thing all the top bidders were not out of 
town when the auction closed.  On the other 
hand, had they been, this fairy lamp might be 
decorating my table instead.  ☺  

Cameo with Quilted Satin base, $1675. 

 
This cameo is pink on a white ground.  The 
base is a quilted pink satin on a clear foot. 

Original 1891 Clarke Advertisement, $76.75 

 

This ad was a great find from a July 11th, 1891 
copy of the Illustrated London News. 

Seven Fairy Lamp Burmese Epergne. $4500 
reserve not met. 

 
This spectacular seven-lamp acid Burmese 
epergne came up for auction twice this quarter.  
However, bidding failed to meet the $4500 
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reserve price each time.  Not all that surprising 
considering the investment cost and the risks 
associated with buying (even on approval) 
something like this from a seller's description 
and photograph alone. 

Pink Satin Swirl with matching base, $511.  

 
This is a beautiful pink MOP satin swirl on a 
matching base fluted base. (R-205) 

Other eBay Auctions: 

• Acid Burmese fairy-size dome with small 
flake on inside of bottom rim. $76. 

• Acid Burmese fairy-size on Clarke lamp cup, 
$177. (Reserve not met) 

• Acid Burmese pyramid on Clarke lamp cup, 
$158.10. 

• Green fairy-size diamond point on Clarke 
lamp cup with Clarke candle cup.  All three 
pieces marked "Clarke."  $50. 

• Blue four-in-one diamond point pyramid with 
matching blue lamp cup (chipped).  $93.75. 

Great Plains Auction: Lone Oak, MO (just 
outside Kansas City) 

• R-543 Undecorated three piece acid Burmese, 
signed Webb. $575 +5% 

• R-19 Acid Burmese pyramid on clear Clarke 
cup. $200 +5% 

Early Auction:   
• U-143 Two pyramid-size decorated acid 

Burmese with matching single posey holder 
on brass stand. $1750. +10% 

• Red fairy-size nailsea with clear Clarke lamp 
cup. $200. + 10 % 

RELATED CLUBS &  SOCIETIES  
Mount Washington Art Glass Society: 
Dr. David Fuchshuber, President 
6200 Warrington Place  
Ft. Worth, TX  76112 
(817) 457-3246 

Ms. Cheryl Kelley, Treasurer 
PO Box 107  
Hyde Park, NY  12538 
(914)-229-7144 

Membership: $30 Single, $40 Couple 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

PARTS NEEDED 
Norman & Loretta Zimmerman, (410) 653-
4034, are interested in the following parts. 

• White Nailsea pyramid size dome. 

• Gold DQMOP fairy-size dome marked patent 
fairy w/wo lamp cup. 

• Silk Cricklight shades, any quantity. 
Jim Sapp, 6422 Haystack Road, Alexandria, 
VA 22310-3308, Phone: (703) 971-3229, E-
mail: sapp@erols.com is interested in the 
following part.  

• R-265  Brass base.  Base doesn’t have to be 
identical to one shown but must accommodate 
a 2"d. shade. 

WANTED 
Frank Vyn, 217 Kingswood S.E., Grand Rap-
ids, MI  49506, (616) 949-5257, E-mail:  
fjscavyn@aol.com, is interested in the follow-
ing items:  

• Fairy-size acid Burmese lamp cup. 

• A Webb Burmese fairy-size base, decorated 
with the woodbine or forget-me-not pattern.  

• A Webb Peach Blow, or blueberry blue to 
white decorated fairy lamp dome. 

• Discussion with the owner of R-567 and R-691 
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FOR SALE  
Oldenlite II, PO Box 400, Concord, MA  
01742. Email: metourison@aol.com, is offer-
ing the following out-of-print fairy lamp 
books. Make check payable to M.E. Tourison.  
• Clarke’s New Fairy Lights.  Reprint of 

Clarke’s 1887/88 and 1898 catalogs by T. 
Robert Anthony. $38.50, postage included.  

• 19th Century Fairy Lamps by T. Robert 
Anthony. $28.00, postage included. 

REFERENCE GUIDELINES  

This newsletter makes extensive use of FAIRY 

LAMPS—Elegance in Candle Lighting, by Bob 
& Pat Ruf, Schiffer Publishing, Ltd., 1996, in 
identifying fairy lamps. While this is the most 
complete reference book, there are others that 
you may also use. For consistency, we will use 
the following key to reference illustrations of 
fairy lamps. The first letter will identify the 
reference book followed by a plate or figure 
number. For example: 

R-167 Refers to Bob & Pat Ruf's book FAIRY 

LAMPS-Elegance in Candle Lighting, fig-
ure 167. 

A-P3-4 Refers to T. Robert Anthony's book 19th 

Century Fairy Lamps, plate 3, number 4. 

T-PV-8  Refers to Dorothy Tibbetts' book Clarke's 
Fairy-Lamps, plate V, number 8. 

C-227 Refers to a fairy lamp number in Clarke's 
1888 catalog, reprint by T. Robert An-
thony catalog number 227. 

U-10 Refers to photographic examples of fairy 
lamps that are not shown in any of refer-
ence books. They have been assigned an 
undocumented reference number in the 
Undocumented Fairy Lamps section of 
the newsletter. In this example Undocu-
mented fairy lamp number 10. 

Let me know if other reference materials need 
to be added to the code list. 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

The Fairy Lamp Club is a non-profit club for 
collectors of Victorian and contemporary fairy 
lamps. The club's quarterly newsletter is pub-
lished in the months of February, May, Au-
gust, and November. The purpose of the news-
letter is to provide a forum for members to 
share information about fairy lamps with 
others and is greatly dependent upon the con-
tributions of our members for its content. 

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $10.00 to: 

JIM &  PAT SAPP 
6422 HAYSTACK ROAD 
ALEXANDRIA , VA  22310 
Phone: (703) 971-3229 
FAX: (508) 448-8917 
E-mail: sapp@erols.com 

 Or, if you prefer: 

BOB &  PAT RUF 
4201 PALOMINO CIRCLE  
RENO, NEVADA 89509 
(775) 747-2675 phone and FAX 
E-mail: bpr@powernet.net 

Back issues of the Fairy Lamp Newsletter are 
available for $3.00 per issue.  Foreign mem-
bership dues are $15.00. 
Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  Everyone really appre-
ciates your contributions.    

If you have not made a contribution to the 
newsletter, please do.  I am sure everyone has 
some information to share with others.   

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

 
 


