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CLUB NEWS 

INCREASE IN DUES by Jim 

This issue of the Fairy Lamps Newsletter 
celebrates our second anniversary.  It has 
been a great two years and I have enjoyed 
working with our members to produce the 
newsletter.  However, partly due to our suc-
cess in increasing our membership, I find it 
necessary to, once again, raise our member-
ship dues. 

Some of you may have noticed that Issue VIII 
was professionally printed.  I had to resort to 
a copy center to reproduce the newsletter 
because it is simply too time consuming for 
me to continue printing the newsletter on my 
home printer in order to save reproduction 
cost, albeit a small savings.  This additional 
cost I have to pass along to our membership.   

Effective with this issue, the new and renewal 
membership dues will be $10 for US mem-
bers and $15 for foreign memberships.  The 
cost of back issues will increase to $3 per 
issue.  In addition, I will no longer offer 
separate copies of the Undocumented pages.  
They will be included with orders for back 
issues. 

NIGHT L IGHT CONVENTION  by Jim 
In September, Pat and I had the pleasure of 
attending the Night Light Convention in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  It was our first 
time and we could not have had a more en-
joyable weekend.  In addition to an excellent 
schedule of events, including an interesting 
talk on burning fluid lamps, room sales, 
miniature lamp auction, banquet dinner, and a 

huge nearby antique fair, we met some of the 
nicest people you could possibly imagine.   

Since this was our first convention, we were 
poorly prepared for the interest in fairy 
lamps.  However, we "educated" as many 
miniature lamp collectors as possible and 
managed to secure a few new members.  Next 
time we attend we will know what to expect 
and be better prepared. 

For those members who managed to attend, it 
was a pleasure to meet and talk with you.  
Hopefully, we will see you (and others) at 
next year’s Night Light Convention.   

BTW:  Yours truly won the $77 door prize.  Now is 
that hospitality or what?!  :-) 

MEET THE MEMBER 
The Four Month Evolution of a Fairy 
Lamp Collection by Frank Vyn 

Roger Winzeler in his article, Clarke's Fairy 
Lamps1concludes, "It makes you wish you 
had started your collection in the 1930's." 

Every collector who enjoys reading the Fairy 
Lamp Newsletter has a story about how they 
started their collection.  My story may ap-
proach a fairy tale. 

In my past life I searched 20 years for scarce 
original parts for a pair of 1962 Corvettes.  
For every good part you might walk two 
miles and sift through 500 insignificant parts.  
The pleasure was in the search as much as the 
find. 

                                                 
1  Glass Collectors Digest, October/November 1996, 
Volume X, Number 3, Pages 60-66 
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In my current life my mobility has been lost 
and to keep my mind active my replacement 
for automobile restoration has been the study 
and collection of Art Glass.  In June 1998 the 
name "Fairy Lamp" was not in my vocabu-
lary. 

A search for fairy lamp parts evolved during 
the opportunity to help evaluate a large estate 
collection including 80 boxes of Art Glass, 
Victorian Lamps and ceramics.  The task was 
to find a new home for all the antiques.  By 
level of value antiques have been sold di-
rectly to collectors, at two estate sales, by two 
auction companies, and via the Internet.  

My current inventory of fairy lamp parts 
includes about 12 domes (the majority are 
decorated Burmese) with 7 matching posey 
vases, 6 appropriate fixtures to support in 
different ways the Art Glass, a supply of clear 
glass lamp cups and other miscellaneous  
parts. The details of the evolution are numer-
ous, but without the events as they occurred 
all the components would have been dis-
persed in random directions. 

With the help of Bob Culver2 and the study of 
past Early auction catalogs I now have a very 
nice fairy lamp collection including undocu-
mented examples.  Four reference books and 
back issues of this newsletter are helping me 
assemble complete lamps from matching 
parts well beyond my expectations.  I look 
forward to reading all the existing documen-
tation and new opportunities for friendship 
within your group of collectors. 

Editor: Frank is very interested in getting to 
know fellow collectors and learning more 
about his collection.  He would really like to 
hear from you.  If you would like to speak 
with Frank about his collection, he can be 

                                                 
2  Bob Culver is a Fairy Lamp Club member and 
administrator of the Night Light Club, for collectors of 
Miniature Lamps 

reached by phone at (616) 949-5257 (Michi-
gan) or by e-mail at fjscavyn@aol.com. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

George Davidson & Company, Ltd. by Helen 

Editor:  As a lead-in to Helen's article, I have 
extracted a few exerts from Fairy Lamps by 
MacSwiggan and Fairy Lamps by Ruf in 
order to add relevance. 

...."The manufacturers from whom Samuel 
Clarke ordered supplies of glass and miscel-
laneous fittings with which to enhance the 
appearance of his night lights, and thus 
augment sales, were of high repute, including 
such reputable firms as ....George Davidson 
& Company, Ltd., which furnished many 
pieces of molded glass for both shades and 
candle cups.....".3 

...."Correspondence with several British 
firms which had furnished Messrs. Clarke 
with these various standards and accessories 
for their lights, revealed that, in the majority 
of cases, they had not kept early records of 
their particular transactions with Clarke.  
However, several employees of the George 
Davidson Company of the Teams Glass 
Works at Gateshead stated that they remem-
bered furnishing candle manufacturers with 
all sorts of fancy shades and candle cups 
made of art glass in both colored and clear 
glass with fancy cuttings or mouldings."4 

In addition, several bases illustrated in Fairy 
Lamps by Ruf are marked "George David-
son."  They are: R-3, R-66, R-562, and  
R-584. 

George Davidson was born in Gateshead, 
Tyne & Wear in 1822 and was the son of a 
local miller.  By trade he was a butcher but 
was a man of enormous energy and involved 
himself in many local businesses and socie-

                                                 
3  Fairy Lamps, Amelia MacSwiggan, Bonanza Books, 
1962, pg. 28 
4  Fairy Lamps, Amelia MacSwiggan, Bonanza Books, 
1962, pg. 29 
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ties.  He was a member of the liberal party 
and became mayor of Gateshead from 1886 
to 1888.  He was so inspired by Sowerby's of 
Gateshead that he decided to try out a new 
enterprise of glass making. 

Among his first products were glass chim-
neys for paraffin lamps. The chimneys in-
creased the light and confined the unpleasant 
fumes of the burning paraffin coated wicks. 
One of Davidson's most well known products 
was pearline, which he patented on 7th De-
cember 1889 and it remained in production 
for nearly 30 years. The first color used was 
blue, but yellow and the almost clear (known 
as moonshine) soon followed. Despite it 
being Davidson's invention, many other 
pressed glass manufacturers soon copied the 
pearline. 

George Davidson died on February 22, 1891. 
Thomas Davidson, his son, became general 
manager of the firm on the death of his fa-
ther.  Thomas was a keen sportsman and his 
two great passions in life were horses and the 
glassworks. He was a skilled glassmaker and 
designed nearly all of Davidson's domestic 
ware.  

Under his management the glassworks were 
updated and became successful. This how-
ever was short lived with the advent of the 
1926 coal strikes and competition from 
America, Czechoslovakia  and Belgium all 
becoming a serious threat. 

When Thomas Davidson died in 1937, his 
nephew Claude Fraser took over as manager. 
Although not a glassmaker himself, he did 
the company of Davidson's proud by steering 
the firm through the difficult war time period. 
Decorative glassware production was halted 
at this time as all energies were put into glass 
for radar screens, tanks, ships and aerodrome 
runways lights. 

After the war, restrictions still remained on 
the production of decorative glass and these 
were not lifted until the 50's.  However, 

Davidson's continued to produce the popular 
range of hobnail and diamond patterns lamps. 

On the death of Claude Fraser in 1959, the 
management underwent several changes and 
the firm was eventually taken over by Abra-
ham's  in 1966.  Abraham's & Co. as it had 
been renamed did well with exports even 
though rival firms could supply the world 
markets more cheaply.  The firm suffered 
from high and erratic fuel prices during the 
70's and never fully recovered its earlier 
success. 

The glass works were finally abandoned in 
1987 and were demolished soon after, mark-
ing the end of 120 years of the Davidson 
tradition, of supplying popular pressed glass 
of high quality from Gateshead to the world.5 

Doulton Burlsem Tapestry Ware by Pat 

Some of the most beautiful pottery 
bases made for holding colored 
fairy light domes are the Doulton 
Burslem Tapestry Ware bases.  The 
impressed colorful floral patterns 

are also identified by their golden cord de-
signs with alternating pairs and single tassels 
hanging from the cord around their outer 
rims.  Several of these bases are marked "US 
Patent 314002." 

US Patent 314,002.  

Ornamenting China And Earthen Ware 
And Other Pottery.   

Henry Doulton, Lambeth County of Surrey, 
and John Slater, Burslem, County of Stafford, 
England.  Filed Feb. 10, 1885, (No model.) 
Patented in England March 27, 1882, No. 
1476. 

To all whom it may concern: 

Be it known that we, HENRY DOULTON, of 
Lambeth, in the county of Surrey, England, 
                                                 
5 The source of this article was a pamplet titled 
"Davidson's Glass from Gateshead to the World", 
1993. 
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and JOHN SLATER, of Burslem, in the 
county of Stafford, England, subjects of the 
Queen of Great Britain, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Ornament-
ing China and Earthen Ware and other Pot-
tery, (for which we have received Letters 
Patent in Great Britain, No. 1476 dated 
March 27, 1882;) and we hereby do declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description of the invention, which will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same. 

This invention has for its object improve-
ments in ornamenting all kinds of pottery, 
including china and earthen ware.  For this 
purpose we employ textile fabrics - such as 
lace - with which we impress or indent the 
surface of the clay. 

One method is to lay the lace or other suitable 
material upon the surface of the clay, pressing 
it in a sufficient depth, and covering the 
surface, either wholly or in part, with color or 
colored clays, which may be either dry or 
damp, according to the effect wished for.  
The lace or other material is then removed, 
and the clay placed in the mold and pressed 
in the ordinary way. 

Another method is to apply the lace or other 
suitable material to the surface of a roller, and 
to bring the roller so clothed against the clay 
or article in process of manufacture, and 
when of a suitable consistency to take the 
impression; or a shallow recess may be made 
in the surface of the article and the lace or 
other suitable material laid therein.  Then, by 
pressing with a suitable tool - such as a bur-
nishing-tool - the lace is embedded in the 
surface of the clay.  It may then, if deemed 
requisite, be stripped off, leaving the impres-
sion.6 

                                                 
6  Specifications Of Patents - March 17, 1885 

In an article by Albert Christian Revi,7 he 
states that: "Twelve different versions of this 
Fairy Lamp base, all having the floral and 
tassel decoration shown on this example, 
were registered May 9, 1886. (*)." 

This example is un-
known to us.  It is also 
marked with an asterisk 
which indicated it had 
not been seen by Mr. 
Revi either. 

Of these twelve different versions of Tapestry 
Ware tasseled bases, nine are shown in Ruf's 
book.  R-472 is spade shape single tier, R-474 
has the serpent, R-475 is a two tiered with 
handle, R-476 is heart shaped with handle and 
offset lamp cup, R-477 is two tiered (top tier 
has pouring spout) with handle, R-478 is two 
tiered with ball feet, R-480 is single tier with 
bottom completely decorated, R-481 is single 
tier with off-set lamp cup, and R-482 is heart 
shape with no handle and centered lamp cup.  

 

R-472  Fairy size lithophane dome depicting: 
young boy with sword and his dog with leash 
in his mouth, girl looking out window with 
plants in window box below, and two boys 
going over a wall.  Dome sits on shoulder  
of integral lamp cup of Tapestry Ware spade 
shaped base decorated with gold cording and 
tassels, marked Doulton Burslem and num-
bered 9993 and inscribed with 4 and a square. 
5.25"h x 7.75"w.

                                                 
7  Samuel Clarke's Designs for Fairy Lamps, Albert 
Christian Revi, Spinning Wheel, March 1973, pgs. 29-
30 
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R-474  Acid Burmese fairy size dome resting 
on ribbed shoulder in Doulton Burslem 
Tapestry Ware handled base signed and 
marked US Patent 314002.  Tapestry Ware 
base is decorated with impressed floral pattern, 
gold cord and tassels, and gold fire breathing 
serpent encircling the integral lamp cup.  Cup 
marked S. Clarke's Patent Trade Mark Fairy. 
5.875"h x 6"w x 8.25"l.  

 

R-475  Acid Burmese fairy size dome, 
decorated in Prunus pattern, on ribbed 
shoulder of Tapestry Ware lamp cup marked S. 
Clarke's Patent Trade Mark Fairy in black, 
containing Clarke candle holder and Clarke 
candle.  Cup is intrical to small flower bowl 
elevated on taper above larger flower bowl. 
Handled base decorated with gold rope and 
single and double tassels and marked Doulton 
Burslem, US Patent 314002, Rd No. 99929, 
and 6 in front of box. 8"h x 8"dia. 

 

R-476  Acid Burmese fairy size dome, 
decorated in Woodbine pattern, on ribbed 
shoulder of Tapestry Ware lamp cup, marked 
S. Clarke's Patent Trade Mark Fairy in black, 
containing ribbed Clarke candle holder and 
Burglar's Horror candle.  Cup is intrical to 
heart shape handled base decorated with gold 
rope and single and double tassels.  Base 
marked Doulton Burslem, US Patent 314002, 
Rd No.99934, impressed Doulton Slater 
Patent. 5.625"h x 7.5"l. 

 

R-477  White acid Burmese fairy size dome, 
decorated in Hops pattern, on ribbed shoulder 
of integral lamp cup, marked S. Clarke's 
Patent Trade Mark Fairy in black, containing 
Clarke ribbed candle holder and Clarke's 
Burglar's Horror candle.  Cup is on Tapestry 
Ware handled bowl with three pulled spouts, 
on standard attached to flower bowl below. 
Both bowls are decorated with gold cord and 
single and double tassels.  Base marked 
Doulton Burslem, US Patent 314002, 8 in 
front of Rd No 99930. 9"h x 8"dia.  
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R-478  Acid Burmese fairy size dome, 
decorated in Woodbine pattern, on ribbed 
shoulder of Tapestry Ware lamp cup marked S. 
Clarke's Patent Trade Mark Fairy in black, 
containing ribbed Clarke candle holder and 
Burglar's Horror candle.  Cup is intrical to 
small flower bowl elevated on taper above 
larger flower bowl on three gilt feet.  Base is 
decorated with gold rope and single and 
double tassels and is not marked but is a 
Doulton Slater Patent. 10.25"h x 9.25"dia. 

 

R-480  Acid Burmese fairy size dome, white 
on top and bottom with pink swirl on upper 
portion, decorated in Hops pattern, on ribbed 
shoulder in Tapestry Ware bowl with intrical 
lamp cup, marked S. Clarke Patent Trade 
Mark Fairy in black, containing Clarke Trade 
Mark ribbed candle holder and Clarke's Trade 
Mark "Pyramid" candle.  Bowl is attached to 
larger matching flower bowl also decorated 
with gilt rope and single and double tassels.  
Bottom of base decorated so no markings but 
is Doulton Slater Patent. 5.875"h x 7"dia. 

 

R-481  Acid Burmese fairy size dome deco-
rated in Prunus pattern on shoulder of offset 
integral lamp cup, marked S. Clarke's Patent 
Trade Mark Fairy in black in candle recess, on 
Tapestry Ware base, decorated with gold 
cording and single and double tassels, marked 
Doulton Burslem, US Patent 314002, and in 
red block Rd No 99932. 5.5"h x 6.5"w.  

 

R-482  Cobalt blue Arabesque fairy size dome 
resting in integral lamp cup, marked S. 
Clarke's Patent Trade Mark Fairy, holding 
Price's Sentinel Night Light candle in ribbed 
clear candle holder.  Lamp cup above Tapestry 
Ware heart shaped base, decorated with gold 
single and double tassels and cord.  Base 
marked Doulton Burslem, US Patent 314002, 
#6, Rd No 99929, and impressed with 159. 
5.5"h x 7.5"l. 

 

Does anyone have any examples of the miss-
ing versions?  Or, perhaps catalogs that illus-
trate other examples? 

 



 Fairy Lamps - Elegance in Candle Lighting 

- 7 - 

Book Report: G. Agry-Rousseau, Glassware 
as Art, Janine Blouch-Dermant, 1991 by 

Frank. 

Argy-Rousseau created some of the most 
striking and characteristic glassware of the 
inter-war years. He invented forms which 
epitomize the Art Deco style. This book 
traces his career in detail; education, inven-
tiveness, artistic development, commercial 
success and later difficulties during the De-
pression years. 

The chapter on lighting (pages 100-143) are 
filled with different types of lamps made in 
the 1920's.  Page 100 shows 13 art glass 
lamps that fall generally in the category of 
night-lights but may also be considered in the 
family of fairy lamps or night-lights depend-
ing on their size.  The domed shades on a 
small stand certainly look like our fairy lamps 
but with Rousseau, Galle, Daum quality art 
glass.  By this time electric bulbs had re-
placed candles and many of these fairy lamp-
like lamps are electrified. 

You may be able to find this book in your 
library system, the chapter on lighting is well 
worth reading.8 

Fairy Lamp Ads by Jim 

The following ad, provided by Rick Baldwin, 
is a contemporary reproduction of an earlier 
ad.  It illustrates winged Fairies dancing 
around a small candle on a moonlit night.  
The candle reads:   

FIELD 'S 
OZOKERIT  

NIGHT L IGHT  
The only reference I could find related to 
"Ozokerit" was on a couple Danish Internet 

                                                 
8  BIBLIOFIND.COM has at least a dozen copies for 
sale with prices ranging from $40 to $125. 

web sites.  It is somehow related to paraffin.  
Does anyone know anything about the Fields 
Company or the products they produced? 

 

CONTEMPORARY CORNER 

As some of our original members know, there 
was some discussion in the first couple issues 
about the content of this newsletter.  Should 
it focus primarily on Victorian fairy lamps 
only or should contemporary lamps be in-
cluded as well? Without much to go on, We 
decided the members would ultimately decide 
the content of the newsletter.   

So far, we have a relatively good mix, but it 
appears the emphasis has been slanted toward 
Victorian era fairy lamps, which, of course, 
satisfies many of our vintage collectors.  
However, there is much more to learn about 
contemporary fairy lamps and many of our 
members are desperate for information. 

Admittedly, I am very uninformed about 
contemporary fairy lamps.  When inquiries 
come my way I usually defer to our member-
ship for help.  They have provided some 
articles for the newsletter and have answered 
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several questions from our members.  There 
seems to be a good knowledge base, we just 
need to energize it.   

So, with that in mind, I need your help in 
providing articles to support this category.  
Articles could include information on styles, 
types, colors, production years, and, most 
importantly, manufacturers.  The articles 
should be as complete as possible and ready 
for publication.  If you have photos to in-
clude, you can send prints by mail or files by 
e-mail if you happen to be on-line.  I'll take 
care of the rest.   

QUESTION &  ANSWERS 

In Issue VIII, Jeanette and Roger 
provided photos of three contem-
porary fairy lamps they wanted 
information on.  I received a note 
from one of our members, Pam,  
who identified the green frosted 
lamp with white flowers as being 

marketed by Lenox.  She bought the lamp at a 
Lenox outlet in the 1980's. 

Bernardaud Lithophanes from Dorothy 

In response to a few inquires related to 
"Lithophane-like" fairy lamps seen on eBay 
auction, Dorothy has provided the following 
information. 

The company, 
Bernardaud, Ltd., 
has been in busi-
ness since 1863.  
They describe 
these translucent 
bisque porcelains 
as descendants of 
the process first 

achieved by French artist Paul Bourguignon 
in 1828. 

They produce several patterns including 
twelve horoscope lamps, sixteen subject 
lamps like "The Wedding", "Bouquet of 

Roses", etc.  Mine, which is called "Grena-
diers", shows several scenes including a 
window framing a toy soldier with a drum, a 
fireplace with a Christmas tree on the mantle, 
and toys around the bottom skirt.  I bought 
this lamp in Stuttgart, Germany for around 92 
deutchmarks or approximately $60. 

Unusual Holes9 

In the last issue, I showed two examples of 
fairy lamp cups—one pyramid size and one 
non-standard size.  Helen and Graham from 
the UK reported seeing the larger, non-
standard size on candle sticks serving as drip 
trays or a bobache.  They also report that the 
size, while uncommon, may be just right for a 
couple fairy lamps they own that are neither 
fairy or pyramid size. 

UNDOCUMENTED FAIRY LAMPS  

U-108 from John 

The opening in the top of U-108 is much too 
small (.6") to be a fairy lamp.  I believe I have 
personally handled this "fairy lamp dome" 
and I am convinced it is the bowl of a goblet 
with the stem cut off.   

Editor: I own this dome and I think John may 
be correct.  However, a couple things to 
consider.  Cased glass goblets are not very 
common and the stem for this goblet would 
have had to be hollow.  But, in either case, 
for $5 it was too good a buy to pass up. 
Especially, since the diameter was perfect for 
a Clarke fairy lamp cup.  Jim. 

U-102 from Jim 

I came across some 
information about 
Sowerby's Glass 
Works and "slag" 
glass that I thought 

you might find interesting. 
                                                 
9  Fairy Lamp Newsletter, Issue VIII, August 1998, 
pg. 6 
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SOWERBY 'S ELLISON GLASS WORKS L IM-

ITED  

In the late 19th Century, Sow-
erby was reputed to be the 
largest pressed glass manufac-
turer in the world, with an 
immense range of designs, 
colors and shapes of both deco-
rative and utilitarian purpose.  

Sowerby's opaque and translu-
cent colors were produced in opal, jet, tur-
quoise, gold and the patented Queen's Ivory 
Ware.  They also invented several varieties of 
marbled glass, notably the green and blue 
"malachite" and a purple marble which is 
often incorrectly described as "slag" glass.  
These marbled effects were copied by both 
George Davidson and Henry Greener but not 
to any extent by manufacturers from outside 
the northeast England.10 

MALACHITE  "SLAGWARE " 

Press-molded, domestic and decorative glass 
of marbled or plain appearance, usually in 
shades of turquoise, blue, brown, mauve or 
dark purple, streaked with opaque white.  
Slagware was produced c.1840-1900 in 
England, especially in the Midlands and 
industrial north (e.g. at the Gateshead facto-
ries of J. G. Sowerby and George Davidson, 
and the Sunderland firm of Henry Greener).  
As the name implies, waste slag (skimmed 
from molten steel) was mixed with the glass 
for the characteristic streaky effect.11 

AUCTION REPORTS 

Early's Fall Art Glass Auction  

Early’s Fall Art Glass Auction was held on 
October 30-31 in Cincinnati, Ohio.  As usual 
they offered up for auction many fine pieces 

                                                 
10  Pressed 19th Century Glass, Internet Web Site: 
http://www.bennett-bell.demon.co.uk/nineteen.htm 
11  Phaidon Guide to Glass, Felice Mehlman, Prentice-
Hall, Inc., 1983, pg. 220. 

of Victorian art glass including several choice 
fairy lamps.  I was unable to attend but I have 
received some preliminary results from our 
members. 

$275 R-666 Base Only.  Undecorated acid 
Burmese cup with ruffled rim. (Early-57) 

$650 Fairy size acid Burmese dome decorated 
in ivy pattern on clear Clarke lamp cup in 
undecorated acid Burmese footed base 
with petticoat rim. (Early-60) 

$550 Pyramid size acid Burmese dome deco-
rated in forget-me-not pattern in ceramic 
Taylor &  Tunncliffe base on cut crystal 
standard.  (Early-88) 

$850 Acid fairy size Burmese dome decorated 
in woodbine pattern on clear Clarke lamp 
cup (Early-89) 

$275 Acid Pyramid size Burmese dome deco-
rated in fuchsia pattern on clear Clarke 
lamp cup (Early-91) 

$250 Fairy lamp base only. Pink DQMOP with 
crimped rim and applied camphor feet. 
Accepts fairy size lamp cup.  (Early-99) 

No Sale R- 686  Sociable comprised of two acid 
Burmese fairy size domes on ormolu 
frame.  Frame also holds two bud vases 
with flared ruffled rims and berry prunts 
plus Burmese sleeve on central brass rod 
holding larger central bud vase with ruf-
fled petticoat rim.  Slightly chipped and 
damaged.  (Early-158) 

$650 R- 530 Undecorated acid Burmese fairy 
size dome in Clarke Trade Mark Fairy 
lamp cup .  Cup rests on undecorated acid 
Burmese base with ruffled rim. (Early-159) 

No Sale Undecorated acid Burmese epergne with 
four fairy size domes and three acid Bur-
mese posey holders supported by acid 
Burmese center column with ruffled 
"bowl" on 13" diameter beveled mirror in 
open scroll and floral silver plated frame.  
(Early-429) 

Winning bid amounts do not include a 10% 
buyer's premium. 

 
Sowerby,  

Gateshead,  
1875 - 1930 
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INTERNET NEWS by Jim 

NIGHT L IGHT HOME PAGE! 

 
What is Night Light? 

Night Light is a collectors club for miniature 
oil lamp enthusiasts. The club was founded in 
1990 and over 400 collectors world wide 
have joined Night Light. The club focuses on 
lamps made during the Victorian era, roughly 
1860 to 1920. This web site is designed to 
provide information about collecting minia-
ture oil lamps to collectors and non-collectors 
alike. 

At this site, you can find:   

• The definition of a "miniature oil lamp"   
• A gallery of miniature oil lamps  
• Information about miniature oil lamp 

reference material  
• A past article from the Night Light news-

letter 
• Current feature: "Miniature Lamp - Log 

Cabin Reproduction"  
• "Want Ads" from club members  
• Preview of Night Light Auctions 
• How to join the Night Light Club.  

The URL is:  http:// 
my.voyager.net/rculver/nightlight/nlhome.htm 

If you have any questions, comments or 
suggestions, please email Bob Culver at 
rculver107@aol.com 

ANTIQUE NETWORKING  

http://antiqnet.com/ 

This web site unites buyers and sellers of 
antiques and collectibles through a searchable 
database. The site consists of thousands of 
items from around the world and changes 
daily. You can also find valuable information 

that includes how to contact antique dealers, 
interior designers, insurance agents for an-
tiques, auctioneers, appraisers, repair and 
restoration shops, show promoters, tour 
guides and more! 

A recent search of their database found sev-
eral contemporary fairy lamps and a copy of 
Ruf's fairy lamp book.  It is a good site to 
bookmark and check periodically. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

The opportunity to post classified ads in the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter is available to all 
members of the Fairy Lamp Club at no addi-
tional cost on a space available basis.  How-
ever, the ultimate responsibility for all trans-
actions resulting from these ads is with the 
buyer and seller. We accept no responsibility 
for the accuracy or completeness of the ads. 

 

PARTS NEEDED 

The following part is needed by Jim Sapp, 
6422 Haystack Road, Alexandria, VA 22310-
3308   (703) 971-3229  E-mail at:  
sapp@erols.com. 
• R-265  Brass base.  Base does not have to be 

identical to one shown but must accommodate a 
2"d. shade. 

The following parts are needed by Graham & 
Helen Pullen, Telephone/Fax: 001 44 1428 
712296 or E-mail at gdp@dircon.co.uk. 

• R-417 Dome in shape of house, any color. 

• R-487 Any color large dome for existing base. 

• R-609 Base only (pink/white). 
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• R-661  Fairy Burmese dome decorated in Wood-
bine pattern. 

• R-663  Fairy Burmese dome decorated in Prunus 
pattern. 

WANTED TO BUY 

The following fairy lamps are wanted by Jim 
Sapp, 6422 Haystack Road, Alexandria, VA 
22310-3308   (703) 971-3229,  E-mail:  
sapp@erols.com. 
• R-106  Pyramid size End of Day swirl with 

matching base in pink/white, yellow/white, or or-
ange/yellow color patterns. 

• R-107  Pyramid size ribbed peppermint swirl in 
matching lamp cup. 

• R-9  Nailsea Pyramid dome in Citron (yel-
low/green) w/wo pyramid lamp cup. 

The following fairy lamps are wanted by John 
Hykes,  (717) 532-6670,  E-mail:  
jhykes@cvn.net. 
• U-105  Jeweled brass fairy lamp. 

• T-PII-6 Jeweled brass fairy lamp. 

• R-136  Jeweled bisque Christmas tree fairy lamp 

• Any undocumented jeweled brass fairy lamps. 

The following parts are needed by Graham & 
Helen Pullen, Telephone/Fax: 001 44 1428 
712296 or E-mail at gdp@dircon.co.uk. 
• R-178  Fairy size dome in cranberry. 

• R-179  Fairy size dome in pink DQMOP 

• R-417  Dome in shape of house, any color. 

• R-609  Fairy size dome only in pink shading to 
white. 

• R-641  Fairy size dome in lime green DQMOP. 

• R-661  Fairy Burmese dome decorated in Wood-
bine pattern. 

• R-663  Fairy Burmese dome decorated in Prunus 
pattern. 

WANTED TO TRADE 

The following fairy lamps are offered for 
trade by Frank Vyn, Telephone: (616) 949-
5257, E-mail: fjsca@aol.com. 
• R-67 Have two matching fairy size red Nailsea 

domes to trade for matching blue Nailsea fairy 
size domes.  Trade for one or two is acceptable. 

• R-740  Have pyramid size dome decorated with 
English Robin and multicolored foliage to trade 
for R-91, blueberry blue shading to white with 
English Robin and multicolored foliage in either 
fairy or pyramid size.  Other parts are available to 
enhance trade if necessary. 

FOR SALE  

The following are being offered for sale by 
Kathy & Paul Gresko. Telephone: (610) 469-
6990. E-mail:  teddy3@erols.com. 
• R-15 Green diamond point (not four in one) 

pyramid with clear Clarke lamp cup, $125. 

• R-110  Fairy size blue hobnail in unmarked clear 
lamp cup. $100 

• R-466  Porcelain two panel lithophane dome 
known as "Little Miss Muffet."  $ 525. 

• R-736 Clear pressed pattern pedestal (8.75"h.) 
with R-15 (not four in one) amber diamond point 
pyramid dome. $115. 

• R-736 Clear pressed pattern pedestal (8.75"h.) 
with R-15 (not four in one) clear diamond point 
pyramid dome. $115. 

The following are being offered for sale by 
Graham & Helen Pullen, UK. Telephone or 
Fax: 011 44 1428 712296. E-mail at 
gdp@dircon.co.uk 
• Fairy, blue DQMP in Clarke cup (cracked), $50. 

• Fairy, red Nailsea top ground down with candle 
cup on Clarke base, $100. 

• Five clear candle cups, $75. 

• Pyramid, blue, pressed glass with matching base, 
$110. 

• Pyramid, clear, ribbed on tall candlestick base  
(2 available), $125. each. 

• Pyramid, opaque, six sided dome overshot, 
embossed pattern, $175. 

• Pyramid, pale green, six-sided dome overshot, 
embossed pattern (3 available), $200. 

• Pyramid, pale pink, six-sided dome overshot, 
embossed pattern, $250. 

• R-8 Fairy, blue, DQMP, $325. 

• R-8 Pyramid, blue, DQMP, (3 available), $250. 

• R-8 Pyramid, red, DQMP, (3 available), $275. 

• R-8 Pyramid, pink, DQMP on Clarke cup, 
$190. 
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• R-13 Pyramid, cobalt blue, Victoria crown 
overshot, cracked, $60. 

• R-13 Pyramid, cobalt blue, Victoria crown 
overshot, $300. 

• R-13 Pyramid, opaque, Victoria crown overshot 
(two available), $300 each. 

• R-13 Pyramid, opaque, Victoria crown overshot 
cracked, $60. 

• R-19 Pyramid Burmese in Clarke clear lamp cup, 
$275. 

• R-684  Pyramid, Burmese epergne, single dome 
with four posies, undecorated, $850. 

• R-773  Pyramid, brass wall mounts with original 
fittings for hanging lamps, (six available) $80 each. 

• R-796  Gunderson Burmese tapered dome in clear 
lamp cup, $245. 

REFERENCE GUIDELINES  

This newsletter makes extensive use of FAIRY 

LAMPS─Elegance in Candle Lighting, by Bob 
& Pat Ruf, Schiffer Publishing, Ltd., 1996, in 
identifying fairy lamps. While this is the most 
complete reference book, there are others that 
you may also use. For consistency, we will use 
the following key to reference illustrations of 
fairy lamps. The first letter will identify the 
reference book followed by a plate or figure 
number. For example: 
R-167 Refers to Bob & Pat Ruf's book FAIRY 

LAMPS-Elegance in Candle Lighting, fig-
ure 167. 

A-P3-4 Refers to T. Robert Anthony's book 19th 

Century Fairy Lamps, plate 3, number 4. 
T-PV-8  Refers to Dorothy Tibbetts' book 

Clarke's Fairy-Lamps, plate V, number 
8. 

C-227 Refers to a fairy lamp number in Clarke's 
1888 catalog, reprint by T. Robert An-
thony catalog number 227. 

U-10 Refers to photographic examples of fairy 
lamps that are not shown in any of refer-
ence books. They have been assigned an 
undocumented reference number in the 
Undocumented Fairy Lamps section of 
the newsletter. In this example Undocu-
mented fairy lamp number 10. 

Let me know if other reference materials 
need to be added to the code list. 

MEMBERSHIP  

The Fairy Lamp Club is a non-profit club for 
collectors of Victorian and contemporary 
fairy lamps. The club's quarterly newsletter is 
published in the months of February, May, 
August, and November. The purpose of the 
newsletter is to provide a forum for members 
to share information about fairy lamps with 
others and is greatly dependent upon the 
contributions of our members for its content. 

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $10.00 ($15.00 foreign) to: 

JIM &  PAT SAPP 
6422 HAYSTACK ROAD 
ALEXANDRIA , VA  22310-3308 
(703) 971-3229 
E-mail: sapp@erols.com 

 -or, if you prefer: 

BOB &  PAT RUF 
4201 PALOMINO CIRCLE  
RENO, NEVADA 89509 
(702) 747-2675 phone and FAX 

Back issues of the Fairy Lamp Newsletter are 
available for $3.00 per issue.  
Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
issue of the newsletter.  Everyone really 
appreciates your contributions.   However, if 
you provided an article for this issue and it 
was not published, don't be too disappointed.  
I have a couple articles that I just could not 
squeeze in and will include them in the Feb-
ruary issue. 

If you have not made a contribution to the 
newsletter, please do.  I am sure everyone has 
some information to share with others.   

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

 


