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CLUB NEWS 

MEMBERSHIP  
Club membership continues to grow. We 
currently have approximately eighty members 
throughout the US with representatives from 
the UK, Canada, and Australia. Several new 
members have come to us by word of mouth 
and others have come from advertisements 
placed on the Internet. Regardless of how our 
new members found us, we would like to 
welcome them and hope they find the news-
letter interesting and informative. 

In an effort to advertise the Club, Pat Ruf has 
placed an ad in several antique publications 
including Antique & Collectibles in El Cajun, 
CA, the Antique Trader in Dubuque, IA, and 
the West Coast Peddler in Whittier, CA. 
These publications will run the ad under 
“Collector Clubs” or similar heading several 
times a year at no charge. If you have similar 
publications in your area and would like to 
help promote the Club, the following ad has 
been provided for your convenience.  

The FAIRY LAMP CLUB is for collectors of 
Victorian and contemporary fairy lamps. The 
club's quarterly newsletter is published in 
February, May, August and November and 
provides a forum for members to share in-
formation with others. The club is starting its 
second year with 80 members from 29 states, 
England, Canada and Australia. US member-
ship is $7.50, foreign $12.50. ... Jim & Pat 
Sapp, 6422 Haystack Road, Alexandria, VA 
22310-3308. 

Please let us know if you are successful in 
placing an ad. Thanks in advance for your 
help. 

Proposed Club Meeting 
In the last issue we discussed the need to 
meet. While nothing has been finalized, we 
would like to propose that we use the 1998 
Night Light Convention as an opportunity 
for as many of us as possible to meet one 
another.  

The details for the next Night Light Conven-
tion are not finalized. Preliminary plans are 
for a convention sometime in mid to late 
September in southern Pennsylvania , hope-
fully coinciding with a prominent antique 
show. Since many of our club members are 
also members of the Night Light Club , this 
may be a perfect opportunity for us to get to 
know one another.  

The next issue of the Night Light Newsletter 
will be coming out in March and it will likely 
contain additional information on the specif-
ics of the convention. So, stay tuned and keep 
your Fall calendar open.  

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Godillot & Company — US Agents for 
Clarke Pyramid & Fairy Light Company  
by Pat Ruf 

Part 1 of 3 

Thanks go out to new members of the Club, 
who found us through our publisher. They 
sent us photographs of some of their lamps 
plus two advertisements for GODILLOT &  

COMPANY, 18 Worth St., New York, E.M. 
Tucker, manager. This company lists them-
selves as sole American agents for several 
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candle companies including CLARKE'S 

PYRAMID &  FAIRY LIGHT COMPANY. These 
are the first American ads mentioning 
"Clarke" that we have seen. 

Due to the size of the ads, they would be 
unreadable if reduced to 8.5" x 11". So we 
will break out some items. 

No. 1890 FAIRY PYRAMID LAMPS 

 
Price of Lamps — $12.00 per gross, [8.3 cents ea.] net. 

Packed one in a box. 

Colors: Blue, Amber, Green, White 

Same pattern, No. 223 1/2, Ruby $24.00 gross, [16.6 cents ea.] net. 

The Pyramid Lamp or "BURGLAR'S HORROR" 
is the most convenient and cheapest holder 
for the Pyramid Night Light, having a handle 
by which it can be carried, taking the place of 
the common Candle Sticks or Oil Lamps. 

 
Price, $3.00 less 15% per dozen in 1/4 Gross lots. [21 cents ea.] 

With Ground Glass Shade—$3.75 less 15 per cent. [26.5 cents ea.] 

With Colored Glass-Shade—$5.00 less 15 per cent. [35 cents ea.] 

Comments - Note the mention that the Pyra-
mid Lamp could be carried. This lamp is the 
same as in the Food Warmer ad, thus the first 
Clarke Fairy Lamp. Also this lamp is called 
the "BURGLAR'S HORROR." This terminology 
for the lamp is also used in Tibbetts' book in 
Chapter 31. All prices in [ ] are added infor-

                                                 
1 Clarke’s Fairy Lamps, Dorothy Tibbetts, Mission 
Press, 1951 

mation and not part of the original ad. The 
prices in the ad are wholesale prices. 

The Pyramid Hand Lamp by Jim 

As a follow-on to Pat’s article, I thought I 
would highlight the Pyramid hand lamp 
commonly used in Clarke’s patented food 
warmers. One of the most unusual features of 
this simple design is the amount of advertis-
ing on each separate piece. Or, perhaps this 
was not advertising at all, but a warning to 
anyone who would dare infringe on Clarke’s 
patented design or trademark. Even though 
Clarke seemed to have a reputation for his 
marketing skills, I suspect the latter is equally 
correct. 

 

 

 
The dome reads: 

S. CLARKE ’S TRADE . M ARK . PYRAMID  

The candle paper wrapper reads: 
"P YRAMID "  "P YRAMID " 

BY ROYAL LETTERS PATENT  

"P YRAMID " 

N.B.—NO WATER REQUIRED  
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The candle itself reads: 
SAM L  CLARKE ’S PATENT PYRAMID  

The candle dish reads: 
FOR CLARKE ’S PATENT  

PYRAMID NIGHT L IGHTS  

SAM L  CLARKE ’S PATENT  

PYRAMID  

TRADE MARK  

PYRAMID  

REG IN U.S. PAT OFF 
The dome holder reads: 

S. CLARKE ’S PYRAMID TRADE M ARK  

FOR BURNING  

THE "P YRAMID "  NIGHT L IGHTS  

SAM L  CLARKE PATENTEE  

The word "PYRAMID " appears 10 times, 
"CLARKE" 6 times, "PATENT" 6 times, and 
"TRADE MARK" 3 times. 

Coincidentally, Gail & Tom sent me a photo 
of their porcelain candle dish used in this 
hand lamp. I thought it might be interesting to 
compare my example with theirs. 

 
Although very similar, there are some appar-
ent differences. The most obvious is the 
words: "TRADE MARK - PYRAMID - REG IN 

U.S. PAT OFF" is missing from Gail & Tom’s 
example. It would be interesting to know if 
this could further narrow the date of manu-
facture. I would venture to guess Gail & 
Tom’s is the earlier example. (The candle 
dish is approximately 2.5 inches in diameter.) 

The two sketches of the hand lamp are very 
similar. However, they are two separate 
renderings or tracings of an original design. 
Subtle differences can be seen in the dome, 
candle, brass lamp cup, and the "shadow." 

These subtle differences, while not signifi-
cant, are likely attributed to changes in the 
production process over time or perhaps 
different manufacturers.  

While it would be somewhat insignificant 
research, does anyone have detailed photos of 
their candle dish to contribute for compari-
son? 

New Limited Edition Fenton Fairy Lamp  
by Charles 

I just received the 
1998 Fenton catalog 
and wanted to let you 
know about the new 3 
piece. This 7 1/2" high 
Historic Collection 
Royal Purple Fairy 
Light is available as a 
Limited Edition of 
2950. Quote from 

Fenton 1998 catalog: "Royal Purple" was a 
color prized by the elite during the Phoeni-
cian and Roman Empire. When the Romans 
developed the ability to blow glass, they 
naturally strove to create vessels in this regal 
color. It has remained a precious color 
through the centuries because it requires pure 
gold to achieve its depth." 

This piece will retail for $175.00 and we will 
gladly take orders.2 Projected delivery date 
March 1998. 

Mount Washington’s Production Of Bur-
mese Fairy Lamps? by Jim 

The question as to whether or not Mount 
Washington Glass Company produced Bur-
mese fairy lamps began innocently enough 
when I mistakenly credited them with Bur-

                                                 
2 Charles Bragg, B & B Shop, P.O. Box 7, Lima, OH  
45802-0007, (419) 227-7634, (bbshop@facets.net) 

Visit the B & B Shop at Facets Antiques and Collecti-
bles Mall http://www.facets.net/facets/bbshop All 
Fenton Art Glass booth at Collectoronline 
http://www.collectoronline.com/booths/booth-69/ 
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mese fairy lamp production in Issue IV of this 
newsletter.3 After consulting with Burmese 
and Mount Washington Glass experts I pub-
lished a correction in Issue V. End of story. 
Well, sort of. 

While nearly everyone is in agreement with 
the statement, "No credible evidence exists 
that Mount Washington Glass produced any 
Burmese fairy lamps.," some circumstantial 
evidence has been noted.  

In 19th Century Fairy Lamps by T. Robert 
Anthony4, there are several references to 
Mount Washington fairy Lamps. They are: 

Plate 5, Item 12. The description reads:  

"A twelve inch, 
beveled and cut 
edge, mirrored 
plateau with a 
silverplated rim 
and ten ornate 
legs. The center 
Burmese stan-
dard is brass 
trimmed, with a 
Burmese rose 
bud top and 
holds four 
lamps and three 

Burmese flower vases. The three lower lamps 
are seven inches above the mirror and the 
upper center lamp is ten inches above the 
mirror. 

The four fairy lamps have Mount Washington 
Burmese shades (the flower vases and center 
standard are Mount Washington Burmese 
also), Clarke crystal bases and clear candle 
cups." 

While it was not mentioned in the descrip-
tion, I wonder if the mirrored plateau was 

                                                 
3 Article “Clarke Trademarks” by Jim Sapp, Fairy 
Lamp Newsletter, Issue IV, November 1997 
4 19th Century Fairy Lamps, T. Robert Anthony, 
Forward’s Color Productions, Inc., 1969 
 

manufactured by Pairpoint. Perhaps the 
owner of this piece, if they are reading this 
article, would check it for us. 

Plate 7, Item 11. The description reads:  

"Mount Washington Peach Blow, deep ruf-
fled saucer base and ruf-
fled shade Fairy Lamp on 
a three-legged brass stand. 
The base and shade ruffles 
are hand-tool formed and 
are quite uneven in several 
places." 

 

Plate 8, Item 10. The 
description reads:  

"Mount Washington Burmese Fairy Lamp. 
The Burmese saucer is 6" 
square and holds the 
Clarke Burmese base 
(which still holds the 
paper label "American 
Patent Nov. 9, 1886 
#352,296"). The Burmese 

shade is about two-thirds pale yellow  one-
third salmon pink." 

In Nineteenth-Century Art Glass by Ruth 
Webb Lee,5 plate 11, there is this Burmese 
fairy lamp. On page 46, paragraph 2 of the 
section titled "Types of Mount Washington 
Burmese" there is the following reference: 

"By those who specialize in 
night or fairy lamps, one in 
Mount Washington Bur-
mese, such as that in the 
lower row of (plate 11), is 
considered a rare find." 

 

                                                 
5 Nineteenth-Century Art Glass, Ruth Webb Lee, M. 
Barrows & Company Inc., 1952, Library Congress 52-
10057 
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Finally, there is U-70. Is 
it reasonable to assume 
that after Pairpoint 
Manufacturing Com-
pany and Mount Wash-
ington Glass merged in 
the summer of 18846 
that this lamp provides 
the combined product of 
the two companies? 
That is, Pairpoint pro-
ducing the silver plated 
holder and Mount 
Washington producing 

the Burmese fairy lamp. Perhaps, but it is just 
as likely that these two components found 
their way together just as so many have done, 
at the pleasure of the owner.  

The statement, "No credible evidence exists 
that Mount Washington Glass produced any 
Burmese fairy lamps.", stills seems to be 
valid. If anyone has additional references or 
the proverbial "smoking gun" to the contrary, 
please let us know. 

Follow-up to "A Very Unusual Mark" 7 
by Connie 

I have what looks to be the same base with 
the same mark, except that instead of 

"FAIRY" mine says 
"PYRAMID." It is 
very surprising that 
it says "PYRAMID" 
as it is a fairy size 
base! I have seen 
very few bases of 

this type and have only this one. 

The shade that came with my base is one that 
has the same leaf applications as those on the 
base with the bottom row going down as on 
the base and the rest going up. The colors of 

                                                 
6 Fairy Lamps - Evening’s Glow of Yesteryear, Amelia 
E. MacSwiggan, Bonanza Books, 1962, (p. 101) 
Library Congress 61-14823 
7 Article “A Very Unusual Mark” by Lloyd & Nan, 
Issue V, November 1997 

the shade not including the "rigaree" on my 
lamp are red and green vertical stripes about 
3/4" wide. I have never seen another shade 
with this type of coloring. It is wonderful to 
put out at the Holidays! Other shades I have 
seen for this type of base are solid colors as 
clear, red, blue. Other shades with "rigaree" 
are in Ruf figures 117, 131, 133, 164, and 
167. 

Follow-up to "Fairy Lamps & Mini-Oil 
Lamps" 8 

Gale & Tom provided an additional photo-
graph of R-168 in a clear, fairy-size dome, 
with raised diamonds and impressed chev-
rons. However, this lamp is equipped with an 
oil lamp with a raisable wick similar to Ruf 
Plate III. In addition to illustrating how nicely 
the oil lamp fits the lamp cup, it also illus-
trates the round wick design of the burner.  

 
Although different bases, it would seem that 
Gail and Tom’s’s example of R-168 and the 
example illustrated in the Solverson book, 
figure 185,9 are by the same manufacturer. 

UNDOCUMENTED FAIRY LAMPS 

U-17 As we know, U-17 is a clever marriage 
of several items put together to produce 
something resembling a fairy lamp. This has 
been discussed at length in previous issues of 
the newsletter.10 Recently, however, the  

                                                 
8 Article “Fairy Lamps & Mini-Oil Lamps” by Bob, 
Issue V, November 1997 
9 Those Fascinating Little Lamps, John F. Solverson, 
Antique Publications, 1988, ISBN 0-915 410-42-7 
10 Article “A Good Marriage” by Anonymous, Issue 
IV, August 1997; Article “Additional Comments on 
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author of the original article came across a 
catalog from the Merridan Britannia Com-
pany11that illustrates the original purpose of 
the metal "fairy lamp" base. I have repro-
duced the catalog drawing and the photo-
graph of U-17 for your reference. 

  

It is not important that all of us agree that this 
type of "marriage" is appropriate. What is 
important that we understand that marriages 
similar to this exist in the marketplace and in 
private collections. The more we educate 
ourselves the better prepared we will be to 
determine the value of future additions to our 
collections. 

Reviews of Undocumented FairyLamps. 

Following are reviews of fairy lamps pre-
sented in previous issues of the newsletter. It 
is important to remember that they are the 
opinions of experienced and knowledgeable 
fairy lamp collectors. However, unless docu-
mented, they remain as opinions only. Com-
ments have been edited for clarity and for-
mat. 

                                                                           
Undocumented Fairy Lamps by Others”, Issue V, 
November, 1997. 
11 The Meridan Britannia Silver Plate Treasury, The 
Complete Catalog of 1886-87, The Meridan Britannia 
Company. 

From Frank 

The most recent issue (Issue V, November, 
1997) of the newsletter prompts me to write 
about a few of the illustrated lamps. 

I think there has been enough examples of 
peg lamps on candle sticks, ala U-19 and U-
28. You could print another 1000 photos 
without significantly enhancing the knowl-
edge base of fairy lamps. 

In regards to U-44. If R-796 is a contempo-
rary lamp, wouldn’t that also be the case for 
this lamp? I would be interested in other 
member’s opinion on this lamp. 

Regarding U-51 and 
U-52, (actually, the 
same lamp) I do not 
believe that this 
lamp is authentic as 
illustrated. I believe 
it is a reworked 
version of the mini-
lamp shown as No. 
438 in the Hulsebus 
mini-lamp book. 
(figure 1)12 The 
original shade and 
chimney are gone. A 
US-made collar and 
P&A Victor burner 

have been substituted for the original foreign 
fittings. Finally, a fairy shade was mounted. 
From the photo in the newsletter, the match 
of the shade to base and font is not particu-
larly good. Photography plays "games" with 
color and/or finishes, but in this case I would 
expect top and bottom to be treated equally 
good or bad. 

                                                 
12 Miniature Victorian Lamps, Marjorie Hulsebus, 
Schiffer Publishing Company, 1996, p.157,ISBN 0-
88740-931-8 

 
Figure 1 
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In the article 
"Crossover lamps", 
Issue V, there is a 
photo of Solver-
son’s, figure 183.13 I 
do not believe the 
assembled lamp as 
shown, with an oil 
font, is authentic. 
The font is from a 
mini-oil lamp illus-
trated in Smith’s I, 
figure 578 (figure 
2).14 A series of four 
lamps (S1-576, 577, 
578, & 579) are 

identified as being covered by a patent issued 
to Chas. Kempton & Sons in 1886. The 
reference reads: 

"Revi's article 15also mentions the British 
firm Kempton and Son who made the Verre 
Moiré night lamp on a plush cloth base S1-
578, S1-579 in red satin glass on a plush base 
and S1-576 in Verre Moiré. With mammoth 
ruffled umbrella shades, the first two lamps 
S1-578 and 579 detach from their cloth bases 
that act as holders for the lamps."16 

The shade and base appear similar R-575. I 
doubt that Clarke would have purchased the 
Kempton fonts to go with his patented lamp. 

In the absence of period documentation to the 
contrary, I believe the above mentioned 
lamps are "Make-Dos."  

From Ely 
I read Connie’s article in the last Fairy Lamp 
Newsletter (Issue V, November, 1997) with 

                                                 
13 Those Fascinating Little Lamps, John F. Solverson, 
Antique Publications, 1988, ISBN 0-915 410-42-7 
14 Miniature Lamps, Frank R. & Ruth E. Smith, 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1968, Library Congress 68-
57930 
15 Spinning Wheel, March 1974 
16 Evolution of the Night Lamp, Ann Gilbert McDon-
ald, Wallace Holmstead Book Co., 1979, (p.83), ISBN 
0-87069-270-4. 

considerable interest. I agree with Connie 
with regard to the undocumented lamps 
labeled U-8, U-9 and U-13. They are not fairy 
lamps. In fact, U-13 is actually a Burmese hat 
which was made as a tooth pick holder. On 
the other hand, the shade of U-31 is that of a 
miniature oil lamp. I have had this shade and 
lamp body complete in the past. U-24 is a 
modern reproduction and I have purchased 
this type of lamp in Taiwan for $1.50. Fi-
nally, in answer to Connie's question con-
cerning U-15, this lamp has a one inch circu-
lar clear glass in its base and is signed S. 
Clarke-Patent-Fairy. 

AUCTION REPORTS 

This interesting fairy 
lamp sold at 
Christie’s (London) 
auction last fall for 
approximately $700. 
The base is similar 
in basic design to U-
18. The description 
in Christie’s auction 
catalog read:  

"A Webb night 
light  - The clear 
glass circular foot 
rising to hollow 
oviform stem sup-
porting three reeded 
branches and barley 
twist gallery sur-

mounted by turquoise satin finished shade 
decorated with white festoons, diamond 
registration mark, circa 1880. 9.8" high." 

There are just a couple interesting terms used 
in the description that may be worth pursu-
ing. First, the reference to Webb? Turquoise 
satin? Diamond registration mark? Can any-
one offer an explanation or rational why these 
terms were used to describe this fairy lamp? 

 

 
Figure 2 
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QUESTIONS &  ANSWERS 

Q from Jim 

All of us have a favorite antique show that we 
look forward to each year. Mine is the To-
bacco Barn Show in Upper Marboro, Mary-
land. It is held each year in the early Fall. 

This show is not as large as some others in 
the area, but I like it because it seems to offer 
the variety of collectibles I am interested in. 
In addition, I have been somewhat successful 
at finding reasonably priced fairy lamps at 
this show. 

So, the questions is, are there other shows in 
your area that are worth planning for. If so, 
drop me a note and I will provide the details 
in future issues of the newsletter. 

A for Tom 

In Issue V, Tom asked about the reference to 
Waterford Crystal fairy lamp standards in the 
book 19th Century Fairy Lamps by T. Robert 
Anthony, plate 15.  

No information was obtained that confirms 
that Waterford made these fairy lamp stan-
dards or any similar products designed for 
fairy lamps. However, several members 
provided the following information about the 
Waterford Glass House. 

"This first phase of the business closed in 
1851 due to punitive taxes imposed on the 
raw materials by the British government. It 
was not revived until 1947 and it took almost 
five years before production was up and 
running."17 

"The Waterford Glass House ceased produc-
tion in 1851 largely owing to heavy British 
excise taxes on glass that drained profits. A 
new glassworks was opened in the town in 
1951 by the Irish Glass Bottle Company with 

                                                 
17 Ireland: A Lonely Planet Survival Kit, 1996 (p.252). 

the express intention of reviving the patterns 
associated with Waterford glass."18 

So, if the Cricklite standards illustrated in 
Anthony’s book were indeed made by Water-
ford, it would appear that they would have 
been produced after 1951. If indeed they are 
Waterford Cricklite standards. 

It was also suggested that the Irish Embassy 
at (202) 232-5993 might be able to provide 
additional information. 

For our on-line members, there is a Water-
ford Crystal web site at: 
http://www.smithjewelers.com/wcrystal.htm. 

In addition to a little history on the Waterford 
Glass House, this site offers for sale the latest 
in contemporary Waterford crystal candle 
lamps. 

A for Jim 

In Issue V, I asked for any additional infor-
mation on the R-359 and R-801 owls. Spe-
cifically, how to tell old owls from new owls 
and an explanation of the differences between 
the Clarke glass bases and metal bases. The 
following is a summary of replies from sev-
eral members: 

One of our members has 
the old owls in red, 
green, and frosted. The 
top opening is smooth 
and the eyes are painted 
over the acid finish and 
are usually in a different 
color. The beak is the 
same acid finish as the 

rest of the owl. The old owls also fit in a 
standard Clarke pyramid-size lamp cup. 

On the other hand, the new Westmoreland 
owl, R-801, appears to have shiny eyes and 
beak, has a diameter of 2.5" at the base, and 

                                                 
18 The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, V.12, 1994 
(p.522). 

 



 Fairy Lamps - Elegance in Candle Lighting 

- 9 - 

fits only into an over-sized Clarke lamp cup, 
(larger than the pyramid lamp cup). 

Another member pro-
vided a page from Ko-
var's Westmoreland 
Glass, Volume II19 which 
shows the metal base on 
the owls. According to 
the ad, this lamp was 
likely produced in the late 

1970's and came in amber, crystal, ruby, 
yellow mist, transparent amber, and green. 
They were referred to as "Owl Candlelite" 
and retailed for approximately $17.50. 

In addition, to add a little 
more confusion, another 
member indicated that 
they have a frosted owl 
on a painted black metal 
base with twelve air 
holes. This base meas-

ures 3.0" in diameter and 1.75" high. How-
ever, this base looks similar to the bases 
manufactured by the Diamond Candle Com-
pany for their candle lamps. But, that is 
another story for another time.  

A for Jim 

In Issue V, I asked for opinions on a new 
name for the Newsletter. I received the fol-
lowing perspective. Edited for clarity and 
format only. 

Thoughts on a New Name for the Newslet-
ter from Ely. 
I would like to say a little regarding the news-
letter and its contents. I am sure we all have 
libraries stocked with books discussing oil 
lamps or electric lamps or candle burning 
lamps. In very few of these are the issues 
clouded by mixing up different sorts of lamps 

                                                 
19 Westmoreland Glass, 1950-1984, Volume II, 
Lorraine Kovar, Antique Publications, Marieta, Ohio, 
1991, (p. 42). 

as a single unified subject. Certainly, earlier 
books devoted to Fairy Lamps (MacSwiggan, 
etc.) have had no confusion in defining their 
topic—oil lamps and other non-candle burn-
ing lamps were simply not included. You 
have asked for ideas for a new name for the 
newsletter. To me the Fairy Lamp Newsletter 
seems fine. However, if we are going to be 
discussing all types of decorative lighting, 
then maybe simply "Lamps" would be more 
accurate and appropriate. This would, of 
course, mean that we would be blurring an 
otherwise unique and greatly appreciated 
specialists focus. 

In response: I fully understand Ely’s point of 
view on the content of the newsletter and 
respect his opinion. He is an experienced and 
knowledgeable collector of vintage fairy 
lamps. However, I also realize that our mem-
bership is diverse and it is in our best interest 
to recognize and value that diversity. With 
that in mind, I plan to keep the content of the 
newsletter as broad as possible, but within 
the scope of existing reference materials 
dedicated to fairy lamps and associated 
"fairy-lamp-like" devices. By doing so, our 
objective to provide a forum for the sharing 
information related to fairy lamps will be 
realized to its fullest. Jim. 

INTERNET NEWS 

Club Member Builds Fairy Lamp Website 

by Jim 

If you collect contemporary fairy lamps or 
just want to learn more about the seemingly 
infinite variety of styles, you must visit 

Light by Candle Light 
A Gallery of Fairy Lights 

at 

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Meadows/6099
/fairy.htm 

This site offers several web pages of contem-
porary fairy lamps including those from 
Mosser, Fenton, L.G. Wright, Viking, West-
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moreland, and many that are unidentified. 
The pages are arranged in an album format 
with a small thumbnail20 image of each lamp 
with a brief description. Of course, each 
thumbnail image is expandable to full size. 
Below is a sample of one of Bill’s web pages. 

 

Currently, there are nine pages of fairy lamps 
containing several dozen examples with 
descriptions. If known, the descriptions 
include the manufacturer, production dates, 
and original cost. However, many of the 
descriptions are incomplete. That is where 
you come in. 

One of the fundamental tenets of the Fairy 
Lamp Club is the sharing of information. In 
addition to this newsletter, this web site is an 
opportunity to share what you know about 
these contemporary fairy lamps. In addition, 
it is a great place to learn more about your 
own collection.  

On behalf of all our on-line members who 
collect contemporary fairy lamps, I would 
like to thank Bill Leaming for providing all 
of us a great web site to learn from and to 
contribute to. Bill’s e-mail address is:  

bill@pacman.hawthorne.nv.us. 

Drop him a note. I am sure he would be glad 
to hear from you. 

                                                 
20 Techno-speak for a small reduced resolution image. 

OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS by Jim 

There are several book dealers available on 
the Internet with perhaps AMAZON.COM

21 
being the largest on-line retailer. However, if 
you are looking for an out-of-print book 

bibliofind.com 
http://www.bibliofind.com 

is the place for you. 

The BIBLIOFIND .COM  web site is simply a 
central server that hosts ads from book deal-
ers around the world. They do not sell books. 
All transactions are between the buyer and 
seller with orders for books going directly to 
the seller. Some dealers will ship with a 
payment due invoice. Others require credit 
card or check prior to delivery. 

Books are located through an efficient search 
tool that allows you to search by subject, 
author, title, or key words. Following is a 
recent condensed listing of the "hits" on the 
search term "fairy lamp". 

FAIRY LAMPS by Amelia MacSwiggan 
Ellen Roth Books, $12.00 
Eileen Serxner, $15.00 
Book Baron, Anaheim, $15.00 
G.R. Goodman, Bookseller, $17.50 
For the Love of Books, $20.00 
Wolf's Head Books, $25.00 
Ray Boas, Bookseller, $30.00 
Antic Hay Books, $35.00 
Books Plus, $35.00 
Antiquarian Book Arcade, $35.00 
Henry F. Hain III,  $37.50 
My Bookhouse, $47.00 
Boston Book Company, $75.00 

19TH CENTURY FAIRY LAMPS by T. Robert 
Anthony 

Henry F. Hain III, $48.00 

As you can see, there is a significant range in 
prices for MacSwiggan’s book. However, the 
condition of each book varies widely. But, 
                                                 
21 Amazon.com is described in detail in Issue IV of the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter. 
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that said, the condition and price don’t al-
ways track. 

Like many of you, Pat (Pat Sapp, that is) & I 
have interests in a variety of Victorian era 
items including miniature lamps, inkwells, 
barber bottles, tumblers, and a variety of 
other similar glass items. By using the appro-
priate search terms, I have been able to locate 
several glass and lamp books that were pub-
lished nearly 40 or 50 years ago. Many I have 
never heard of before or had any hopes of 
stumbling across in a antique book store.  

Thanks goes to Connie for this profitable tip.  

Search Terms by Jim 
If you are an Internet user you should be very 
familiar with search tools. But, as you know 
each search tool works differently and 
searches different areas of the web. In addi-
tion, each tool handles the search term differ-
ently. Some will find an embedded term, 
others will not. For example, the search term 
"fairy lamp" will not necessarily find "fairy 
lamps." In addition, some search tools will 
handle the wildcard asterisk differently. Some 
require only one lead character i.e. L* and 
others require more i.e. LAM*. So with all 
this confusion in mind, I thought I would pass 
along some tips that have worked for me. 

Using eBay’s22 new search tool: 

Fairy & L*  - will find fairy lamp(s), fairy 
light(s), and fairy lite(s) plus several un-
wanted items. You may eliminate the "&" to 
eliminate the undesirable hits. 

Candle & L*  - will find candle lamp(s), 
candle light(s), and candle lite(s). 

Lamp* & Min*  - will find miniature lamp(s) 
including most misspellings in "miniature". 

                                                 
22 eBay Auction Web site is described in detail in Issue 
III of the Fairy Lamp Newsletter. 

Lamp* & Oil* or Lamp* & Ker*  - will 
find oil and kerosene lamp(s) and most mis-
spellings of "kerosene." 

Each of these terms narrows the number of 
hits considerably. If you want to make sure 
you don’t miss anything, you can simply try 
the term Lamp*  or Fairy*  and stand back.  

Other Interesting Web Sites from Bob 

Bob is a new member to our Club. So new, in 
fact, that this issue will be his first newsletter. 
However, that has not prevented him from 
passing along some interesting new sites to 
visit. 

Article on Fairy Lamp History  

An informative article on the history of fairy 
lamps can be found at: 

http://www.vbmpublishing.com/dj97-40.htm 

This is the feature article in the latest issue of 
OLD STUFF, a bi-monthly magazine specializ-
ing in antiques, collectibles, history and 
nostalgia for the Northwest. The author, Ms. 
Deborah Coe, is an antiques dealer from 
Hillsboro, Oregon. She and her husband, 
Randy, sell at many of the shows in the 
Northwest. 

Ms. Coe has given her permission to reprint 
her article in a future issue of this newsletter 
for everyone’s benefit. 

Antiques on the Web 

http://www.geb.com/antiques/index.htm 

This site, from Al-
berta, Canada, offers 
for sale a variety of 
antiques including 
two floral fairy lamps 
on crystal-like glass 

standards and a broad range of miniature 
lamps. I have included the photo of the two 
fairy lamps for our "off-line" members. 
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New Zealand Glass Museum On-Line 

http://www.glass.co.nz/index.htm 

Glass Museum On-Line features photographs 
and text explaining all kinds of glass. It has 
links to numerous useful and interesting sites 
on glass, collectors clubs, and it is up-dated 
regularly with new material creating a mu-
seum of glass on the web. Items featured are 
from their readers or from the Glasstime 
Museum of Glass in Paihia, New Zealand. 
The content covers every aspect of glass, 
including contemporary artists, American, 
Venetian, Scandinavian, Bohemian, and 
English glass. They also provide opportunity 
for classified and on-line auctions. A great 
place to visit with potential for even greater 
discoveries. Check it out and let us know 
what you find. 

Art Glass Discussion Group by Jim 

http://www.tias.com/stores/ARSH/art-glass 

I have joined the Art Glass Discussion 
Group. In case you have never been part of an 
on-line discussion group, let me explain how 
it works. As part of this discussion group, 
you will be placed on the e-mail distribution 
list. When you, or anyone else, sends an E-
mail to the group, everyone on the distribu-
tion list sees your note and is able to respond 
to your questions or learn from answers that 
you supply. This site also provides an oppor-
tunity for members to showcase their collec-
tions. 

In the short time I have been a member of this 
group, I have already learned many new 
things about different varieties of art glass. 
But, more importantly, I have had the oppor-
tunity to promote our club and provide in-
formation on fairy lamp inquiries. Check it 
out. It is fun and profitable. 

Sprechen Sie Deutsch? by Jim 
In a previous newsletterI referenced a Ger-
man article on KPM.23 I have had that article 
all this time but, up until now, no one to 
translate it. The search tool Alta Vista cur-
rently includes a translation tool. It is located 
at: 

http://babelfish.altavista.digital.com/cgi-
bin/translate 
I have translated the original German docu-
ment. If you would like to have it, just drop 
me a note. It is not perfect, but it is readable. 

This translation tool could be useful for 
searching for foreign terms. Of course, Ger-
man for Fairy Lamp is simply Fairy Lampe. 
The eBay Underground FAQ 
http://www.frii.com/~afs/ebay/ 

This site offers an interesting and informative 
article written by an experienced eBay 
buyer/seller on how to make your participa-
tion in eBay auctions a profitable and enjoy-
able experience. Check it out.  

CLASSIFIED ADS 

The opportunity to post classified ads in the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter is available to all 
members of the Fairy Lamp Club at no addi-
tional cost on a space available basis. How-
ever, the ultimate responsibility for all trans-
actions resulting from these ads is with the 
buyer and seller. We accept no responsibility 
for the accuracy or completeness of the ads. 

WANTED TO BUY 

Beverly Knight is interested in jeweled fairy 
lamps of any type. If you have any to offer 
she can be reached at: 

1502 North County Road 825 West, Hazle-
ton, IN 47640-9507, phone (812) 386-1126, 
or E-Mail at BKLites@aol.com. 

                                                 
23 Article “Web Research” by Jim, Issue II, February 
1997 
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PARTS NEEDED 

The following parts are needed by Gail & 
Tom Drucker, (410) 363-6706 

• R-187 Red peppermint swirl threading lamp cup 

• R-107 Pink ground, peppermint swirl, ribbed 
lamp cup. 

• R-50 Matching End-of-Day lamp cup. 

• Clarke fairy-size lamp cups where the D-4 dimen-
sion is 2.25, 2.27 inches or less.24 

The following parts are needed by Gwen 
Helfrey, at (972) 296-5640 or E-mail at 
ghelfrey@worldnet.att.net. 

• Bottom to three-piece Fenton Persian Medallion 
(light pink clear glass). 

• Bottom to amethyst Mosser Holly. 

• Blue bottom to unidentified Fenton three-piece.  

The following parts are needed by Graham & 
Helen Pullen, Telephone/Fax: 001 44 1428 
712296 or E-mail at gdp@dircon.co.uk. 

• R-196 White Ruffled base. 

• R-417 Dome in shape of house, any color. 

• R-487 Any color large dome for existing base. 

• R-557 Cranberry dome and/or base to fit exist-
ing lamp cup. 

• R-595 Pyramid-size dome in blue Nailsea. 

• R-609 Base only. 

FOR SALE  

The following are being offered for sale by 
Lloyd & Nan Graham, 3411 Henry Dr., 
Newbury Park, CA 91320, phone (805) 498-
3038. 

• Approximately thirty contemporary (since 1969) 
fairy lamps from various United States glass com-
panies. Contact Lloyd & Nan for complete listing.  

• R-712 with 8 blue petals, 10.5" tall, two available, 
and with 8 yellow petals, 14.5" tall, three avail-

                                                 
24 See Article “Clarke Fairy-Size Lamp Cups” by 
Lloyd & Nan, Issue IV, August 1997 for sketch 
showing location of D-4 

able, all with two carved jade leaves rising from 
the base, $110 each. 

• A cobalt blue diamond point pyramid size dome 
on a matching Clarke lamp cup with a nice Fairy 
Dancer, $90. 

• Amber diamond point pyramid size dome on a 
clear colorless Clarke lamp cup embossed "S. 
CLARKE FAIRY PYRAMID" with no Fairy 
Dancer, three available, $75 each. 

• Ruffled saucer-like base, 6" D x 1 1/4" H with a 
1" D ground pontil, in a blue and white North-
wood pull-up pattern, two available, $325 each. 

____________________________________ 

The following are being offered for sale by 
Graham & Helen Pullen, UK. Telephone or 
Fax: 011 44 1428 712296. E-mail at 
gdp@dircon.co.uk 

• Fairy, blue DQMP in Clarke cup (cracked), $90. 

• Fairy, red Nailsea top ground down with candle 
cup on Clarke base, $120. 

• Five clear candle cups, $105. 

• Original Matchwood Clarke Box, (2 available) $30. 
each. 

• Pyramid, blue, pressed glass with matching base, 
$110. 

• Pyramid, clear, ribbed dome in hand held brass 
holder with porcelain cup, $200. 

• Pyramid, clear, ribbed on tall candlestick base (2 
available), $145. each. 

• Pyramid, opaque, six sided dome overshot, 
embossed pattern, $175. 

• Pyramid, pale Green, six sided dome overshot, 
embossed pattern (3 available), $275. 

• Pyramid, pale Pink, six sided dome overshot, 
embossed pattern, $280. 

• Pyramid, pink, with tooled amber petals on tall 
candlestick base, $180. 

• R-8 Fairy, blue, DQMP, $325. 

• R-8 Pyramid, blue, DQMP, $250. 

• R-8 Pyramid, pink, DQMP on Clarke cup, 
$210. 

• R-10 Pyramid, blue vaseline dome, $200. 



Fairy Lamps - Elegance in Candle Lighting 

 

-14- 

• R-13 Pyramid, cobalt blue, Victoria crown 
overshot, cracked, $60. 

• R-13 Pyramid, cobalt blue, Victoria crown 
overshot, $400. 

• R-13 Pyramid, opaque, Victoria crown overshot 
(2 available), $400. each. 

• R-13 Pyramid, opaque, Victoria crown overshot 
cracked, $60. 

• R-100  Fairy, clear, pressed ribbed dome in large 
flower bowl base, $300. 

• R-684  Pyramid, Burmese epergne, single dome 
with 4 posies, undecorated, $1100. 

• R-773  Fairy, original fittings for hanging lamps, (2 
available) $110. each. 

• R-773  Pyramid, brass wall mounts with original 
fittings for hanging lamps, (8 available) $90. each. 

____________________________________ 

The following are offered by Clarence & 
Betty Maier, The Burmese Cruet, PO Box 
432, Montgomeryville, PA 18936, 

(215) 855-5388. 

• R-19 Burmese pyramid fairy lamp on Clarke’s 
crystal lamp cup, $335. (Item No. 3414) 

• R-530 Burmese fairy lamp with matching Ruffled 
base and clear glass lamp cup, $950. (Item No. 
2965) 

• Blue Nailsea fairy lamp with matching Ruffled 
base. Similar in shape to R-655, color similar to 
R-656. $945. (Item No. 3362) 

• Yellow shading to white Coralene fairy lamp on 
metal stand, $375. (Item 3396) 

____________________________________ 

The following are being offered by Kathy 
Gresko. If you are interested or have any 
questions, please call in the evenings (EST) 
at (610) 469-6990 or drop her a note at 
teddy3@erols.com. 

• R-214 Baccarat Pinwheel in Rose Teinte, $275. 

• R-769 (similar) Matching three-piece blue dia-
mond quilted. Frosted applied leaf feet on the 
standard alternating 1 leaf up, 1 leaf down, total of 
eight applied leaves. Small shade flaw. $300. 

• Pink skirted fairy lamp with enameled flowers & 
leaves on base & dome. Skirted base is reversible 
to white. Clear Clarke lamp cup. Dome is pink 
with blue shading on top, gold trim, enameled 
flowers around the center, cased in white. $500. 

____________________________________ 

The following are offered by the Cedars 
Antiques, PO Box 215, Aurelia, IA 51005, 
(712) 434-2244 (evenings and weekends 
only):  

(The Cedars Internet web site continues to be an 
excellent site for fine Victorian art glass. They have 
recently added a search tool that greatly enhances 
finding what you are looking for, i.e. the following 
listing.) (http://www.cmsonline.com/cedars) 

• R-176 Swirl MOP satin glass in pink shading to 
rose base and shade. Shade has molded swirl ribs 
in the reverse direction. Crystal candle holder. 4 
1/2" tall. $435. 

• R-236 White spatter on chartreuse encased 
crystal. Swirled rib mold. Base has heavy applied 
crystal feet and trim. Crystal candle cup inside. 5 
1/2" tall. $580. 

• R-406 Figural bisque brick cottage, open win-
dows, nice painting detail. Cute! 6 3/4" tall. $600. 

• R-422 Light house shape in shiny blue translu-
cent glass. 8 1/4" to top of ring. $320. 

• R-543 Undecorated Webb Burmese glass match-
ing shade and base. Base has extreme color shad-
ing through pink to lavender at the very edge. of 
the Ruffled turned-down rim. 6" tall. $835. 

• R-546 Stevens and Williams stripe glass in blue, 
white and crystal with a satin finish. Base has 
turned down Ruffled edge and applied glass bot-
tom. Complete with Clarke's candle cup. 6" tall, 
base is 5 1/4" dia. $815. 

• R-554 Blue and white swirl satin glass shade with 
ruffled edge and crystal lamp cup. 6 1/2" tall. 
$635. 

REFERENCE GUIDELINES  

This newsletter makes extensive use of FAIRY 

LAMPS─Elegance in Candle Lighting, by Bob 
& Pat Ruf, Schiffer Publishing, Ltd., 1996, in 
identifying fairy lamps. While this is the most 
complete reference book, there are others that 
you may also use. For consistency, we will 
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use the following key to reference illustra-
tions of fairy lamps. The first letter will 
identify the reference book followed by a 
plate or figure number. For example: 

R-167 Refers to Bob & Pat Ruf’s book 
Fairy Lamps, Elegance in Candle 
Lighting, figure 167. 

A-P3-4 Refers to T. Robert Anthony’s book 
19th Century Fairy Lamps, plate 3, 
number 4. 

T-PV-8  Refers to Dorothy Tibbetts’ book 
Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps, plate V, num-
ber 8. 

C-227 Refers to a fairy lamp number in 
Clarke’s 1888 catalog, reprint by T. 
Robert Anthony catalog number 227. 

U-10 Refers to photographic examples of 
fairy lamps that are not shown in any 
of reference books. They have been 
assigned an undocumented reference 
number in the Undocumented Fairy 
Lamps section of the newsletter. In 
this example Undocumented fairy 
lamp number 10. 

Let me know if other reference materials 
need to be added to the code list. 

MEMBERSHIP  

The Fairy Lamp Club is a non-profit club for 
collectors of Victorian and contemporary 
fairy lamps. The club’s quarterly newsletter is 
published in the months of February, May, 
August, and November. The purpose of the 
newsletter is to provide a forum for members 
to share information about fairy lamps with 
others and is greatly dependent upon the 
contributions of our members for its content. 

To join the Fairy Lamp Club and receive the 
Fairy Lamp Newsletter for one year, please 
send $7.50 to: 

 

JIM &  PAT SAPP 

6422 HAYSTACK ROAD 

ALEXANDRIA , VA  22310 

(703) 971-3229 

E-mail: sapp@erols.com 

 -or, if you prefer: 

BOB &  PAT RUF 

4201 PALOMINO CIRCLE  

RENO, NEVADA 89509 

(702) 747-2675 phone and FAX 

Back issues of the Fairy Lamp Newsletter are 
available for $2.00 per issue and copies of 
pages from the Undocumented Fairy Lamps 
section may be obtained for 25 cents per 
page. Foreign membership dues are $12.50. 

THANKS TO ALL  

We cannot tell you how much we appreciate 
all those that contributed to this issue of the 
newsletter. It is your participation that makes 
this an enjoyable experience for us and a 
valuable source of information to our mem-
bers. Keep up the good work. 

 

  

 

PS  You aren’t getting off that easy.  Don’t 
forget to check the back page for some really 
useful stuff. 
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And now...A FEW POINTS TO PONDER 
from Laura & Alex 

What is the speed of dark? 

When you're sending someone Styrofoam, 
what do you pack it in? 

Why are there Braille signs on drive-up 
ATM's? 

How come you never hear about gruntled 
employees? 

What is a "free" gift? Aren't all gifts free? 

After eating, do amphibians have to wait one 
hour before getting out of the water? 

If white wine goes with fish, do white grapes 
go with sushi? 

What's another word for synonym? 

If someone with multiple personalities threat-
ens to kill himself, is it considered a hostage 
situation? 

When sign makers go on strike, what is 
written on their picket signs? 

Where do forest rangers go to "get away from 
it all"? 

Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food? 

Why are builders afraid to have a 13th floor 
and planes don't have a row 13, but book 
publishers aren't afraid to have a Chapter 11? 

How can there be self-help groups? 

Why do you need a driver's license to buy 
liquor when you can't drink and drive? 

Why are cigarettes sold in gas stations when 
smoking is prohibited there? 

If a cow laughed, would milk come out her 
nose? 

Why are there interstate highways in Hawaii? 

Why is it that when you transport something 
by car, its called a shipment, but when you 
transport something by ship, its called cargo? 

Why do we play in recitals and recite in 
plays? 

Why isn't phonetic spelled the way it sounds? 

Where are Preparations A through G? 

Are there seeing eye humans for blind dogs? 

If knees were backwards, what would chairs 
look like? 

When you open a new bag of cotton balls, are 
you supposed to throw the top one away? 

When your pet bird sees you reading the 
newspaper, does he wonder why you're just 
sitting there, staring at carpeting? 

What happened to the first 6 "ups"? 

If an orange is orange, why isn't a lime called 
a green or a lemon called a yellow? 

Why does your nose run, and your feet smell? 

If olive oil comes from olives, where does 
baby oil come from? 

Hermits have no peer pressure. 

Whenever I think of the past, it brings back 
so many memories... 

There's a fine line between fishing and just 
standing on the shore like an idiot.. 

How much deeper would the ocean be if 
sponges didn't live there? 

Did Washington just flash a quarter for his 
ID? 

I just got skylights put in my place. The 
people who live above me are furious. 

I live on a one-way dead-end street. 

It doesn't matter what temperature a room is, 
it's always room temperature. 

Yesterday, my eyeglass prescription ran out. 

I was hitchhiking the other day and a hearse 
stopped. I said, "No thanks-I'm not going that 
far." 

I played a blank tape on full volume. The 
mime who lives next door complained. 

Why in a country of free speech, are there 
phone bills? 

When a man talks dirty to a woman, it's 
sexual harassment. When a woman talks dirty 
to a man, it's $3.95 per minute. 


