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Fairy Lamps  Elegance in Candle Lighting 

  

CLUB NEWS 
The response to the first newsletter has been 
very good.  The initial membership, approxi-
mately 20, has doubled since the first issue 
with members representing seventeen states 
and Australia.  Considering the information 
content and lack of photographs in the intro-
ductory issue, the response really has been 
amazing.  It is hoped that this issue will gen-
erate an even greater response. 

If you know of anyone who may be interested 
in joining our Club and receiving the quarterly 
newsletter, please let us know and we will 
send them an introductory issue.  For those of 
you that have already joined, thank you very 
much for your support.   

We have yet to receive membership dues from 
approximately half of our potential member-
ship.  Since this issue is more representative, 
we mailed it to our complete mailing list, re-
gardless of whether they have paid their dues 
or not.  In fairness to those who have paid 
their dues, we will not be able to extend this 
courtesy indefinitely.  If you would like to 
continue receiving the Fairy Lamp newsletter 
and participate in our Club, please fill out the 
membership form in the enclosed return enve-
lope. 

SANTA BRINGS NEW SCANNER 
In the first issue there was considerable dis-
cussion related to how to get “digital photo-
graphs” into the newsletter.  Well, that is no 
longer an issue as Santa has seen fit to bring a 
new scanner for Jim’s computer.  In addition 
to scanning in photographs, it converts typed 
text into computer files.  This is a consider-

able advantage since it is not necessary to re-
type your contributions to the newsletter.   

If you would like to include a photograph with 
your article, send us a reasonable quality pho-
tograph and we will scan it for you. Or, if you 
prefer, provide a reference to Ruf’s book and 
we will use that photograph for the article.  
Submitted text should be typed originals or 
good copies.  E-mail text converts easily, but 
FAX copies can be a problem to scan depend-
ing on quality. 

REFERENCE GUIDELINES 
This newsletter makes 
extensive use of Ruf’s 
book in identifying 
lamps.  While this is 
the most complete ref-
erence book, there are 
others that you may 

also use.  For consistency, we will adopt the 
following key to reference illustrations of 
fairy lamps.  The first letter will identify the 
reference book followed by a plate or figure 
number.  For example: 

R-167 Refers to Bob & Pat Ruf’s book 
Fairy Lamps, Elegance in Candle 
Lighting, figure 167. 

A-P3-4 Refers to T. Robert Anthony’s book 
19th Century Fairy Lamps, plate 3, 
number 4. 

T-PV-8 Refers to Dorothy Tibbetts’ book 
Clarke’s Fairy-Lamps, plate 5, num-
ber 8. 

C-227 Refers to a fairy lamp number in 
Clarke’s 1888 catalog, reprint by T. 
Robert Anthony. 
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The remaining reference book, Fairy Lamps, 
Evening’s Glow of Yesteryear, by Amelia E. 
MacSwiggan does not readily lend itself to 
easy reference. 

Photographic examples of fairy lamps that are 
not shown in any of the reference books will 
be assigned an “Undocumented” reference 
number, i.e., U-10. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
We only had a few questions from the first 
issue.  Thanks to our members for providing 
some of the following information. 

• Should this newsletter stick strictly to Vic-
torian or “old” Fairy Lamps or should 
“new” or contemporary lamps be in-
cluded? 

As expected, we received mixed responses to 
this question.  Many of our members collect 
contemporary as well as Victorian fairy lamps 
with extensive collections of both.  Members 
promoted their interest, of course, and felt that 
either category of fairy lamps would be more 
than enough for this newsletter.  However, 
many also felt that knowledge of both catego-
ries is important to fairy lamp collectors.  So, 
for the time being, we plan to include all arti-
cles related to either contemporary or Victo-
rian fairy lamps.  It will be the participation of 
the club membership that will eventually de-
termine the primary focus of this newsletter.   

• Do you have some good ideas for articles 
and are you willing to contribute to this 
newsletter? 

We received several notes related to bisque 
figural lamps.  There seems to be some confu-
sion on the related “old verses new”, exactly 
which molds are available in hobby shops 
and, most importantly, how do you tell the 
difference.  In addition, one question was: 
Why is it that many bisque figural lamps are 
found without eyes or even signs of plaster in 
the holes? Were they offered with and without 
eyes? The article Bisque Animal Figures or 

Nursery Lights, page 3, will provide addi-
tional information about these fascinating 
lamps. 

• What is the significance of the backward 
“R” in the Clarke candle cup? 

We received several opinions re-
lated to the backward “R.”  Most 
members believe that it is a mold 
maker's mistake.  One of our 

members suggests that the mold was only in 
production one year beginning late 1892 then 
destroyed.  However, no one has any conclu-
sive evidence.  In addition, there is at least 
one example of an upside down “TRADE” in 
the word “TRADEMARK” of Clarke’s candle 
cups.   

In reviewing Jim & Pat’s collection, they 
found that they have not one, but four pyra-
mid candle cups with a backward “R.”  One 
of these is a contemporary cobalt blue crystal 
cup.  We think there is more to this story.  
What do you think? 

IDEAS FOR THE NEXT FAIRY LAMP 
NEWSLETTER by Jim & Pat Sapp 

• Are you interested in contributing to a 
database of incomplete fairy lamps?   

As fairy lamp collectors for many years, we 
have come across many incomplete lamps and 
parts.  Fortunately, many of the domes and 
cups are interchangeable and we were eventu-
ally able to complete a lamp.  Many parts, 
however, are unique to a particular lamp.  For 
example, we have a base to A-P-1&3, a base 
to A-P10-1 in blue, the base to R-768 in pink, 
a pyramid size base to R-60.  It is possible, if 
we live to be 100, that we could find the 
matching domes to these bases.  A quicker 
way might be to establish a database of in-
complete lamps.  In this way, after a match is 
made, owners of the parts would be notified 
and they could negotiate for a sale or trade.  
The result is a complete lamp for current and 
future collectors.  Of course, if this is to have 
any degree of success, it requires participation 
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from all our members.  If you think this is 
good idea and you are willing to contribute, 
let us know and we will begin designing a da-
tabase. 

• Would you be willing to contribute pho-
tographs of your fairy lamps that are not 
illustrated in any reference books? 

As you all know, there are several good refer-
ence books on fairy lamps, Ruf’s book being 
the most complete.  However, after reviewing 
Ruf’s 800 illustrations, we were surprised that 
we had some reasonably good examples that 
were not included.  We are sure the same is 
also true of many of our members.  So what 
we propose is to begin documenting these 
“undocumented” examples and make copies 
of the photographs available to all our mem-
bers.  The photographs would be assigned an 
identifying number and the description would 
contain detailed relevant information.  The 
photographs would be formatted on a page 
that would lend itself to building a reference 
book of undocumented fairy lamps.  (A pro-
posed layout is attached.)  Let us know what 
you think and if we get some good examples, 
we will include them in our next issue. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 
BURMESE CANDLE CUPS by Lloyd & Nan 

Our Clarke Burmese fairy size candle cup is 
identical in all but two details with one made 
by Fenton that we recently purchased from 
QVC television marketing program (Item 
#C331 00, Fenton #Vl 42 RB).  The first ob-
vious difference is that the Clarke was heat 
treated to get the rose colored highlights.  The 
other difference is that the lettering embossed 
on the inside bottom of the Clarke is "S.  
CLARKE FAIRY PATENT TRADEMARK" 
and on the Fenton is their logo with "Fenton" 
and "9" inside an oval.  Every Fenton fairy 
size candle cup we have seen is of this mold 
design.  This is the only Clarke candle cup we 
have seen with this design.  Does anyone have 

another one?  Was it made in other than Bur-
mese glass? 

BISQUE ANIMAL FIGURES OR NURSERY 

LIGHTS by Connie 
I was asked to write an 
article on bisque animal 
fairy lights after submit-
ting my review of the 
Triple Pier Show.  
Questions about these 
lamps were received by 

the editor following the first newsletter.  I can 
not comment on other figures in the same 
chapter in Ruf’s book. 

 
Figure 1 Burmese Clarke candle cup (left) compared 
to Fenton candle cup (right). 
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I have never found any written material on 
these animal figures.  I have quite a few unan-
swered questions and would appreciate any 
sources that the reader has to assist me in an-
swering my questions or those of other collec-
tors.  My comments will be based on my per-
sonal collection and those of my friends, and 
on the lamps illustrated in Ruf’s book. 

These lamps come as singles, doubles, triples 
and at least one with four faces, R-366.  My 
four face also has a gold colored metal fence 
with short spikes and tall spikes that come up 
almost to the top between each face, I guess 
this is to keep the animals from getting out!  
Mine is also impressed with 103 and 41 and 
marked KPM with crossed swords. 

Most of my animals have no mark.  This is 
also true of the animals in Ruf’s book.  A few 
have numbers or letters.  Most of these mean 
nothing to me.  The only recognizable mark 
on the bisque animals I have seen is KPM, 
which is on three of my animals.  Can anyone 
enlighten me on the numbers or letters? 

The bisque animals come painted or un-
painted.  Some come both ways. I have only 
seen R-332-334 unpainted.  Two figures from 
the same cat mold are R-337, which is un-
painted, and R-341 that is painted.  My same 
painted cat is in different colors.  I also have 
the owl in R-354 painted and unpainted.  I 
have been told that a dog also exists, but I 
have never found it.  Does anyone have it? 

The most common animals I have found have 
been cats and owls.  I have a few monkeys 
and a few dogs.  I also have the two lions in 
R-334 and R-381.  The ram's head and the 
bison, R-379 and R-380, are the only other 
animals I have seen.  Does anyone have other 
animals? 

Some of my animals came with no eyes and 
with no trace of any eyes ever being in the 
lamp.  Some lamps have eyes that have never 
been found in nature, as far as I can tell!  
Cats’ eyes have a pupil like R-335, but not 

like R-341.  Eyes that are 
mounted from the outside 
are usually glued on while 
eyes mounted from the 
inside may be glued, but 
most have plaster to keep 
them in place.  Some eyes 
are transparent glass as R-

338. I have also found some plain glass eyes 
that have a black circle painted on them, 
which washes off easily.  Many of these eyes 
appear to be old.  Does anyone have more in-
formation on them? 

Eyes that have a metal piece coming out the 
center in the back are taxidermist’s eyes.  
Some of these look old, but they can still be 
purchased.  A taxidermist recommended that I 
buy eyes from a catalogue as he did not carry 
smaller eyes.  The eyes in the catalogue do not 
have the metal piece.  Since then I have had 
adventures measuring and putting in eyes, but 
only from the outside.  I am ready to start put-
ting in eyes from the inside.  This should be 
an interesting experience! 

Does it make any difference if these animals 
have eyes or not?  I have not found that the 
purchase price is affected.  I like my animals 
to be able to see!  What has been your experi-
ence? 

These delightful figures are found in the three 
sizes as other fairy lamps—wee, pyramid and 
fairy.  The measurements of these lamps vary 
as you can see from Ruf’s book.  The wee 
bisque animals I have come as a single figure 
with eyes in the mold, and a three faced with 
eyes in the mold.  A hanging two faced wee is 
pictured in R-358.  These wee lamps are the 
ones found least often. 

The pyramid size lamps, as R-341, usually 
measure 3" to 3.5" high but some are a little 
taller as R-342.  These are most often found 
as cats and owls, but dogs and monkeys are 
also found. 

Figure 2 R-335 (top) 
R-341 (below) 
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Fairy size lamps are about 4" high, as R-332-
334, 329, 367, 370, and 380.  R-379 is 5" 
high.  Many of these are three faced, dog, cat 
and owl, but some are three of the same ani-
mal.  Some of the lamp’s measurements in 
Ruf’s book seem to be between pyramid and 
fairy.  I hesitate to say more.  Maybe you can 
help me. 

These lamps are often called nursery lamps.  I 
have been told that they were used in chil-
dren's rooms.  Most of them have blue or pink 
bows or whatever around the bottom.  I do not 
know if the colors are significant of anything 
or not. 

If anyone has any additional information re-
lated to bisque animals, I would love to hear 
from you. (connie7@aol.com) 

REFERENCE MATERIALS 
If Goss night light (fairy 
lamps) cottages have be-
come of interest to you, 
Collecting Miniature Col-
oured Cottages  by Sam 
and Maggie Seabrook cov-
ers night lights and much 

more in its 130 pages including 290 full color 
pictures.  They visited all the buildings or 
their sites used by model makers.  Through 
photographs or old postcards they portray the 
original buildings, give a short history and 
show the models of the various model makers.  
Published by New Cavendish Books, 3 Den-
bigh Rd, London Wll 25J, England. 

Confusing Collectibles -- A 
Guide to the Identification of 
Reproductions by Dorothy 
Hammond, 1969.  Published 
by  Mid-America Book 
Company, Leon, Iowa, 
50144.   

This is an excellent refer-
ence book on reproduced antiques.  It covers a 
broad range of antique reproductions and has 
several examples of reproduced fairy lamps.  

Some of which may confuse even the most 
experienced collector.  

In the October/November 96 
issue of Glass Collector’s Di-
gest Robert Winzeler wrote an 
excellent article on Clarke’s 
Fairy Lamps.  He discusses 
Clarke’s marketing strategies, 
patent and registration infor-

mation, the manufacture of his candles, and 
several other topics of interest.  The article 
also contains several excellent color photo-
graphs of Burmese fairy lamps and color re-
prints of Clarke’s advertisements in the 1888 
issues of the Pottery Gazette. 

Also in this issue of GCD a fairy lamp similar 
to A-P4-5 (Coralene on a metal base) was of-
fered for sale for $375.  If you are interested, 
Clarence & Betty Maier, The Burmese Cruet 
Antiques, can be reached at (215) 855-5388. 

If you would like to subscribe to CGD or get a 
copy of the October/November issue, call 1-
800-533-3433. 

SHOW & AUCTION REPORTS 

Triple Pier Show by Connie 
New York City 
November 16, 1996 

(This show ran two consecutive weekends 
with different merchandise.) 

About six hundred dealers are divided among 
the three piers.  Pier 88 has mostly 20th cen-
tury displays from art deco to clothing.  Pier 
90 has Americana furniture and displays rang-
ing from books, prints and paintings to art 
glass.  Pier 92 has art glass, older porcelains 
and the things I like the most. 

Comfortable shoes are a must for survival!  
Parking is available at the piers or a shuttle 
bus gets you to strategic places.  Food and 
resting places keep you going to the bitter 
end.  We were there over five hours!  I drove 
back and forth from Connecticut for four 
more hours on the road. 

 
Figure 3  R-393 
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This year I found five colored bisque animal 
lamps and was told about a sixth which sold 
before I got to the booth.  Sticker prices varied 
from $180 to $450.  Two diamond point 
pyramid lamps were also seen.  Last year I 
saw one lamp in Pier 88 on the second week-
end of the show!  You never know what you 
may find!  The next show is in March 1, 1997. 
(Connie at: connie7@aol.com) 

AUCTION RESULTS by Bob & Pat Ruf 

R-62 Pink Cleveland stripe fairy-size dome, 
clear cup - $250. + 5% (Woody Auc-
tion) 

R-67 Red Nailsea type fairy-size dome, 
clear cup, $250. +10%. (Early Auc-
tion) 

R-498 Satin Peach Blow pyramid decorated 
in ivy, $1250.+10%. (Early Auction) 

R-532 Decorated Burmese pyramid-size 
dome and lamp cup, no base, $850. 
+10%. (Early Auction) 

R-678 Burmese base only, no decoration, 
$500. +10%. (Early Auction) 

Contemporary Peach Blow, $225. +10%. 
(Early Auction) 

REPORTED SALES AT SHOWS by Bob & Pat Ruf 
R-19 Burmese pyramid-size dome, no cup, 

$100. 

R-165 End of Day swirl fairy-size, $200. 

R-370 Bisque Three Face, blue bow, $400. 

R-634 Vaseline Acorn, $260. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The list of upcoming events has been included 
as an attachment to the Fairy Lamp newslet-
ter.  For future reference, the attachment 
number will always be the same as the issue 
number of the newsletter.  Most of the infor-
mation in the list of upcoming events was ob-
tained from the Collectors Super Mall 
(CSM) on the Internet.  For our Internet 
members, the address is http://www. 

csmonline.com/calendars.  The listing in-
cludes all seventeen states represented by our 
members.  In addition, several of our mem-
bers also provided information of upcoming 
events in their local areas.   

It is not clear that this listing of upcoming 
events is of any value to our members.  It is 
not difficult to prepare, only a little time con-
suming.  The concern is the additional cost 
associated with reproduction and mailing.  
This is not a major concern as long as our 
membership stays relatively low.  We would 
appreciate your comments as to the utility, 
accuracy, and usefulness of this listing.  Of 
course, we will continue producing this list if 
we receive an appreciable positive response. 

INTERNET NEWS by Jim Sapp 

Surprisingly, several of our members are 
Internet users.  This makes communication 
with one another extremely easy, especially 
when submitting articles or sharing news.  If 
you have an Internet account and have not 
contacted me yet, drop me a note at 
sapp@erols.com.  I will add you to our E-
mail list and keep you informed. 

I came across several interesting web sites this 
quarter.  A site dedicated to Lamps & Light-
ing, The Cedars Antiques, and a site offering 
out-of-print books for sale on antiques and 
collectibles, to name a few. 

Lamps & Lighting is located at web site: 
http:/www.ncinter.net/~wrtiques/lamp 
.html.  This site offers for sale a variety of 
Victorian lamps most of which are full size 
kerosene lamps.  However, a recent offering 
includes a “fairy lamp.”   It is not clear to me 
exactly what this lamp is.  The following is 
the photograph and accompanying ad.  What 
do you think?  Is this really a fairy lamp or 
some kind of religious implement?  Com-
ments please. 
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Hanging Fairy Lamp on Stand 
Now  for something completely 
different...A pierced and jew-
eled brass hanging fairy lamp 
on a stand.  Clarkes candle-
holder within.  Gorgeous when 
lit at night.  An unusual turn of 
the century item. $375.   

If you would like to contact the dealer, they 
can be reached at (814) 838-8016. 

The Cedars Antiques is located at web site: 
http://www.csmonline.com/cedars.  This is a 
must visit site! This site offers for sale an ex-
tensive collection of Victorian art glass, in-
cluding eleven very nice Victorian fairy 
lamps.  I have included some of the fairy 
lamps offered for sale in the Classified section 
with a reference to Ruf’s book for your con-
venience. 

I became aware of this site after posting an ad 
for the Fairy Lamp newsletter in one of 
CSM’s antique forums.  The dealer, Ms. Mary 
Brinkman, contacted me to advise me of the 
site and we plan to send her a complementary 
issue of the newsletter.  In addition, I also 
came across a potential member that special-
izes in jeweled brass fairy lamps. 

Out-of-Print Books on antiques and collecti-
bles are offered at Ms Information’s web site 
http://:www.coastside.net/msinfobooks.  
They offer dozens of out-of-print books for 
sale and provide a free search service.  

WEB RESEARCH   
A quick search for the KPM referenced in the 
article on Bisque Animal Figures or Night 
Lights yielded a description of the Königliche 
Porzellan-Manufaktur, Berlin, Germany.  Un-
fortunately, the article is in German.  If any of 
our members can translate it, I am sure Con-
nie, and many others, would be very apprecia-
tive.  If you are willing, drop me a note and I 
will send you a copy of the text.  If you are an 
Internet user, the web site is located at: 

http://www.berlin.de/graphics/ueberblick/berli
n-handbuch/handbuch-k-0698.html. 

Now, here is  a question, does anyone have 
OCR (Optical Character Reader) software that 
translates German to English?     

CLASSIFIED 
In addition to providing an opportunity to sell 
complete fairy lamps, this section provides an 
excellent opportunity to find that missing part.   
If you have an incomplete lamp, please use 
this forum to let our members know what you 
have for sale or trade. 

The classified ads are provided free for the 
benefit of our members.  The Club is not re-
sponsible for transactions between members 
or the accuracy of the ad. 

WANTED TO BUY: 
• Lamp cup for R-634.  Fairy size with no markings, 

has three small feet and center hole.  Bob Ruf, 
4201 Palomino Circle, Reno, NV  89509,  (702) 
747-2675 

• FOR SALE: 
• R-566 - Blue Nailsea type, great color, mint condi-

tion, clear Clark candle cup with candle holder and 
candle, $750. Contact Bill at (520) 299-6332. 

The following are offered by the Cedars An-
tiques, PO Box 215, Aurelia, Iowa  51005,  
(712) 434-2244 (evenings and weekends 
only). 
• Swirl MOP pink satin glass shading to rose with 

matching base, (similar to R-176), $435. 

• Blue and white swirl satin glass with matching 
ruffled base (similar to R-571), $635. 

• Blue light house (similar to R-482), $320. 

• Diamond quilted MOP satin shade on Tunncliffe 
Pottery base.  Decoration on base is aqua and rose 
with gold trim (similar base on R-89), $725.  

• White spatter on chartreuse encased crystal, swirl 
ribbed.  Matching base has applied crystal feet and 
trim (similar to R-236), $580. 

• R-406 - Figural bisque cottage with open windows 
and painted detail, $600. 

• Stevens & Williams blue striped satin finish with 
matching ruffled base (similar to R-546), $815. 
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• Undecorated Webb burmese with matching ruffled 
base (similar to decorated version R-543), $835. 

• Embossed shade with matching ruffled base in 
shaded blue satin finish (similar to T-PV-6), $480.  

The following are offered by Webb's Antique 
Mall, 200 W Union Street, Centerville, IN 
47330, (317) 855-2489: 
• Approximately ten contemporary Fenton fairy 

lamps of various types and prices. 

• R-199 - White satin cased with pink, $295. 

• R-418 - Glazed and painted English cottage, $90.  

• Two piece novelty rabbit marked Wade. Similar 
colors as R-418 with green form fitting base,  $96. 

The following are offered by Ken Ely, PO 
Box 2177, North Brighton 3186, Australia, 
Fax: 011 61 039 5966183 (photos available): 
• Four lamp, three flower holder, Burmese epergne 

with 10 inch saucer base on four Burmese legs, 
42cm high. (Similar to R-694), $3250. 

• Burmese fairy lamp with Burmese envelope base. 
(Similar to R-606), $1250. 

• Burmese fairy lamp with Burmese round base.  
Shade signed “Queen’s Burmese” (Similar to R-
667), $1000. 

• Red Nailsea fairy size lamp with wavey Nailsea 
base on frosted legs (similar to R-650), $1000. 

• Red Nailsea pyramid size with matching Nailsea 
base (similar to R-656), $850. 

• Green diamond point pyramid size lamp with 
matching base, $200. 

• Pyramid size Burmese lamp on Clarke crystal can-
dle cup (similar to R-19), $150. 

• Pyramid size pink satin fairy lamp on Clarke crys-
tal candle cup (similar to R-08), $200. 

• Pair of Clarke Food Warmer lamps with signed 
brass holder, $400 pair. 

• Blue diamond point fairy lamp on signed Clarke 
crystal candle cup, $350. 

• Clear double ring ribbed fairy lamp base with dia-
mond point fairy lamp, $250. 

MEMBERSHIP CONFIDENTIALITY 

We will maintain the privacy of our member-
ship.  In that regard, our membership list will 
not be made available to anyone, including 
our members.  The membership list is main-
tained only by Jim & Pat Sapp and by Bob & 

Pat Ruf and is used for the sole purpose of 
distributing this newsletter.  In addition, we 
will not use the names of contributors to the 
newsletter without their expressed permission.  
In the future, if articles are provided for publi-
cation in the newsletter, please include per-
mission to use your name or any other per-
sonal information such as address and phone 
number. 
To receive the Fairy Lamp newsletter for one 
year and to join with us in sharing information 
about fairy lamps, please send $5 to: 

Jim & Pat Sapp 
6422 Haystack Road 
Alexandria, VA  22310 

 or, if you prefer: 

Bob & Pat Ruf 
4201 Palomino Circle 

 Reno, Nevada  89509 

I have included an information form and an 
addressed envelope for your convenience.  If 
you have already joined, you may use the en-
velope to submit future fairy lamp articles for 
the newsletter. 

If you have any questions, we can be reached 
at: 

East Coast — the Sapps 

(703) 971-3229 
FAX (703) 971-8432 
E-mail: sapp@erols.com 

West Coast — the Rufs 
(702) 747-2675 phone and FAX 

Special thanks to all those that contributed to 
this issue of the newsletter.  It is your partici-
pation that makes this an enjoyable experi-
ence for us and a valuable source of informa-
tion to our members. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

Jim & Pat - Bob & Pat 


