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Volume I - Issue I November 1996 

Fairy Lamps  Elegance in Candle Lighting 

  

A Fairy Lamp Newsletter—didn’t know 
there was one?  Congratulations—you have 
just received a copy of the first edition.  Two 
couples, who really don’t know each other, 
have put their heads and loves together to see 
if their and your common interests are suffi-
cient to bring about the formation of a Fairy 
Lamp Club. 

Several collectors suggested the formation of a 
Fairy Lamp Club to Bob and Pat Ruf while 
they were gathering information for their re-
cent book.  Recently, Jim and Pat Sapp offered 
to work with them and share ideas and respon-
sibilities.  That lit the candle. 

As this will be your newsletter, your input, 
ideas, and contributions are welcome and 
needed.  Some topics we thought were appro-
priate are:  Upcoming Events, Questions and 
Answers, Little Known and Interesting Facts, 
Research and Reference Materials, Photo-
graphing, Values, Internet News, Collectors 
and their Collections, Auctions and Show Re-
ports, Seen in Shops and Shows, and Classi-
fied, but not limited to these. 

We are planning to publish the newsletter 
quarterly, the first of November, February, 
May, and August.  We will include relevant 
photographs for identification purposes or to 
enhance a classified ad.  However,  Jim can 
only accept a “digital image” (a photograph 
that has been scanned or digitized to form a 
computer file).  Brian Ruf, (Bob and Pat’s son) 
can perform that service for any members who 
would like to include a photograph with their 
article or ad.  In addition, as many Fairy 
Lamps are colorful, we would like to include a 
color photo or color copy page with each issue.  

At the end of this edition, we have provided 
details on where to send your input to this 
newsletter. 

Well, enough introduction, let’s begin. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Many of you are experts in Fairy Lamps.  This 
is an opportunity to share your knowledge and 
experience with others or to broaden your own 
knowledge and understanding of the many as-
pects of Fairy Lamp collecting.  This issue will 
have no answers—we’re waiting to hear from 
you.  But, there are a couple questions we 
would like to ask of you so that we can pro-
duce a newsletter that best meets your inter-
ests. 

• Should this newsletter stick strictly to Vic-
torian or “old” Fairy Lamps or should 
“new” or contemporary lamps be included? 

• Who do you know that would like to re-
ceive this newsletter and be included in 
this organization? 

• Do you have some good ideas for articles 
and are you willing to contribute to this 
newsletter? 

We do, however, have one Fairy Lamp ques-
tion that some of you may have the answer to. 

• In the early seventies, Jim and Pat bought 
their first Fairy Lamp. It was a blue dia-
mond point Pyramid.  Everything was right 
to lead them to believe it was old, even  
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (Cont’d) 

considering the number of reproductions avail-
able, especially in diamond point.  The Clarke 
base was a typical clear crystal pattern with the 
well known “fairy” trademark.  However, the 
“R” in the word FAIRY was backward.  Any-
one have a clue what this means?  Reproduc-
tion?  Manufacturer “signature”?  Rare mis-
take? Any information would be appreciated. 

INTERESTING FACTS 

The original domes on pedestal bases similar 
to Ruf Fig. #766-770 appear to be ground off.  
Their height (2.25” for pyramid size and 
3.375” for fairy size) is shorter than most other 
domes and their bottom rim air vents are 
ground low and wide.  The pattern of glass on 
the dome was an embossed reverse swirl while 
the bases were often smooth.  Note that Ruf 
Fig. #768 has same pattern on dome and base.  
Matching lamp cups also have swirled pattern, 
but appear to be ribbed when inserted in base. 

AUCTION AND SHOW REPORTS 

This is an area where your participation will be 
essential as Bob and Pat are Westerners, al-
though they have been seen on the East Coast 
occasionally.  Jim and Pat Sapp attend some 
shows around Washington, DC area.  If you 
attend a show or auction in your area, please 
share information on what your saw, learned, 
or, if your were lucky, what you were able to 
buy.  

Did anyone go the Atlantic City Show?  We 
know lamps have shown up there on a fairly 
regular basis although they are never listed on 
their computer print out.  Jim and Pat Sapp 
attended the show and saw several contempo-
rary Fairy Lamps and two very good Victorian 
lamps.   One was Ruf #696 priced at $3800, 
assumed to be in good condition.  The other, 
Ruf #224 priced at $425 with a small crack 
near one of the jewels.  Jim and Pat forgot, 
however, to get the dealer’s card.  Maybe 

someone else can provide this information.   
Also, would be great to get reports on Brim-
field, Harrisburg, etc.  A paragraph or two will 
suffice. 

REFERENCE MATERIALS 

BRITISH GLASS 1800–1914 by Charles R. Ha-
jdamach.  Published by The Antique Collec-
tors’ Club in Suffolk, England, 1991.  This 
outstanding book, written by a leading expert 
in Victorian glass, is a must have for the seri-
ous collector of fairly lamps wanting to know 
the glass making techniques of this period. 

FAIRY LAMPS-ELEGANCE IN CANDLE LIGHTING   by 
Bob and Pat Ruf.  Published by Schiffer Pub-
lishing in Atglen, PA, 1996.  Over 800 color 
photographs of fairy lamps found in current 
collections.  Layout of lamps are categorized 
by type, simplifying the search for a particular 
lamp.  The first book on this subject in 27 
years.  This book will help make identification 
of lamps easier.  (Publisher’s note:  Bob and 
Pat are much too modest to promote their own 
book, so I’ll have to do it for them.  This book 
is, without a doubt, the finest collection of 
Fairy Lamp photographs available and a must 
have for all Fairy Lamp collectors.)  

SEEN AT SHOPS & SHOWS 

In a California co-op recently, we found two 
porcelain fairy lamp shapes that confirm that 
molds are available for porcelain painting hob-
byists.  An undecorated, unfired shape almost 
identical to Ruf Fig. #348 (internal lip is modi-
fied) was sitting next to a three face: owl, cat 
and dog.  This lamp was amateurishly painted.  
A possible identification of this mold would be 
that the rope around the base looped half way 
up the lamp between each figure.  We are hop-
ing to acquire these lamps for photographing at 
a price considerable less than what they were 
marked. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Where to find or learn about Fairy Lamps. 

November 1-2 Scottsdale Acorn Antique 
Guild Show Embassy Suites Acorn Antique 
Guild 315 N. Florence St., Casa Grande AZ 
85222 (602) 258-5700  

November 21 - 24  Hillsborough Show, Expo 
Center, San Mateo, CA  (415) 441-4290 

November 23 - 24 Palmer/Wirf, Convention 
Center, Portland, OR  (503) 282-0877 

November 30 - December 1, Virginia State 
Fairgrounds, Richmond VA 

December 6-7 Great Eastern US Winter An-
tique Show & Sale, Allentown, PA 

December 6-8 Winter Antiques Fair, District 
of Columbia 

December 7-8 Antiques Expo Pennsylvania 
Convention Center, Philadelphia, PA 

January 3-5 Antique & Collectors Fair South 
Florida Fairgrounds, West Palm Beach, FL 

January 4-5 Antique & Collectors Fair Cash-
man Field Center, Las Vegas, NV 

January 17-19 31st Annual Winter Antiques 
Show & Sale Exhibition Hall, Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 

This listing of shows is not all inclusive.  It is 
only a sampling of a few shows we pulled 
from the Internet.  If you need additional in-
formation, and don’t have access to the Inter-
net, just drop us a note.   

INTERNET NEWS 

Somehow, the Internet and Fairy Lamps don’t 
seem to go together. Perhaps that is true, but 
while exploring the net we have come across 
several classified ads for Fairy Lamps, both 
old and contemporary.  Admittedly, we have 
not come across any bargains as yet, but the 
“excitement of the hunt” is nearly the same as 
rummaging through shops and shows. How-

ever, nothing quite replaces finding an unbe-
lievable bargain or that “part” you have been 
looking for in a dusty “Junque Shop”. 

The Internet provides access to a wealth of in-
formation and special interest groups.  An-
tiques and Collectibles are major area of inter-
est with many dealers advertising their inven-
tories.  In addition, there are numerous peri-
odicals and forums available on-line.  For ex-
ample: 

• Antique Shows and Auctions  
• Collector's SuperMall  
• Antique Trader Weekly  
• Americana Resources - Primitives & Country 

Collectibles  
• The Internet Antique Shop Museum  
• American Victorian Glass Gallery  
• The Antique & Collectibles Exchange ®  
• Antique Locator Network  
• The Antique Collectors' Internet Directory  
• The Internet Antique Shop's Antiques & Col-

lectibles Resource Guide  
• The Internet Antique Shop Home Page 

There are countless others, and the sites are 
growing daily.  If you have access to the Inter-
net and come across interesting ads or sites, 
drop us a note at sapp@erols.com and we will 
include it in the newsletter.   

CLASSIFIED 

WANTED TO BUY: 

Ruf Fig. #36, pyramid size dome in vaseline 
needed to finish epergne.  Bob Ruf, 4201 
Palomino Circle, Reno NV 89509. 

Ruf Fig. #770, pyramid size dome and lamp 
cup (reverse swirl if possible) in cranberry 
with clear overlay to complete pedestal lamp.  
See “Interesting Facts.”  Lloyd Graham, 3411 
Henry Drive, Newbury Park, CA 91320. 

Ruf Fig. #768, pyramid size dome and lamp 
cup in mottled pink to complete pedestal lamp.  
Jim Sapp, 6422 Haystack Road, Alexandria, 
VA  22310 
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CLASSIFIED (Cont’d) 

Ruf Fig. #50, pyramid size dome, straight or 
swirl rib, to go on matching base.  Jim Sapp, 
6422 Haystack Road, Alexandria, VA  22310 

FOR SALE 

Ruf Fig. #13, Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee 
cobalt overshot crown in Clarke Fairy lamp 
cup.  $375 or trade for red crown. Bob Ruf, 
4201 Palomino Circle, Reno, NV 89509. 

Ruf Fig. #543, undecorated acid Burmese 
dome in clear Clarke lamp cup resting on top 
of petticoat rim of undecorated acid Burmese 
base.  $950, Bob Ruf, 4201 Palomino circle, 
Reno, NV 89509. 

HELPFUL HINT 

Did you every leave your name and number 
with a dealer or acquaintance so that he can 
contact you if and when he has a Fairy Lamp 
available?  I have, and after scribbling it down 
on back of an envelope, I have often wondered 
what happens after I leave.  Two things come 
to mind, it gets lost or is thrown away.  To 
help remedy that, I keep with us a “business 
card” that is easy to leave behind and is un-
usual enough not to be quickly discarded.  
These cards are easily designed and printed on 
most home computers.  Or, if you wish, you 
can have them printed at any office supply 
store or print shop.  Below is the one I use.  If  
you would like to try a few cards, send me a 
SASE and I’ll send you a few, with your own 
name and phone number, of course. 

Wanted:

James L. Sapp (703) 971-3229
Alexandria, VA FAX (703) 971-8432

E-Mail sapp@erols.com

Victorian Fairy Lamps

 

CLUB NEWS 

It is our intention to provide a forum for each 
of us to share information and experiences re-
lated to our common interests, Fairy Lamps.  
We believe there are many Fairy Lamp collec-
tors who are more than willing to join with us 
in this endeavor by helping to make it a suc-
cess for all.  If you know of others who might 
be interested, please let us know and we will 
send them a newsletter and an invitation to 
join us. 

If you are interested in joining our Club and 
receiving the quarterly newsletter, it will be 
necessary to charge a small fee to help cover 
our expenses.  We believe $5 for the first year 
will be sufficient.  Please send your comments 
and suggestions, pro and con, your written 
contributions to the newsletter, your state-
ments of interest in being included on the 
mailing list, and names of others to be added 
to either: 

Jim and Pat Sapp 
6422 Haystack Road 
Alexandria, VA  22310 
(703) 971-3229 
FAX (703) 971-8432 
E-Mail:  sapp@erols.com 

or 
Bob and Pat Ruf 
4201 Palomino Circle 
Reno, NV  89509 
Phone or FAX (702) 747-2675 

SPECIAL THANKS 

Special thanks to Bob Culver, Miniature Lamp 
Collectors Club, and publisher of the Night 
Light newsletter for providing a forum that 
brought together two families who share a 
common interest.   

 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 


