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GREENER & COMPANY – RD 176239 
by Jim 

The Registered Design (Rd) number 176239 
was recorded by Greener & Co. August 10, 
1891.  The Rd number is found embossed on 
specific fairy lamp bases, both fairy and 
pyramid-size.  The design, however, had 
nothing to do with fairy lamps.  Instead, the 
registered design was for a specific type of 
glass ornamentation. 
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While you may not recognize this vase, some 
will certainly recognize the arrangement of 
stylized leaves on the top rim of the vase.  
According to Jenny Thompson, The 
Identification of English Pressed Glass – 
1842-1908, pg. 12:  

"The design of August 10, 1891 (Rd 176239) 
…. is for a vase with the top formed by a 
double row of stylized leaves with the top row 
upright and the bottom row curving 
downwards.  The registration is for the top 
alone as this piece may be found as a night 
light holder in both plain and colored glass 
but, still with the same leaf trim." 

HISTORY 

The Greener & Company has a long history 
of glass making. 

Henry Greener was born into the glass 
making industry and became the owner of the 
Wear Flint Glass Works, Sunderland, 
England, after being an apprentice with 
Sowerby.  In 1858, he formed a partnership 
with James Angus trading under the name of 
Angus and Greener.  When Angus died in 
1869, Henry Greener continued under his 
own name until 1884.  In 1885, the company 
was known as Greener & Co.  Henry Greener 
died in 1882 leaving his company in financial 
difficulties.  His son Edward Greener was 
among the executors and honored his request 
to keep the factory within the family.  

From 1869 to 1884 the company produced a 
broad range of domestic table ware and 
commemorative pieces.  Their production, 
however, was of lesser quality than that of 
their competition, Davidson and Sowerby.  
With falling sales and increasing debts the 
company was taken over by James Augustus 
Jobling in 1885.  Jobling was a wealthy 

Henry Greener registered 
his trade mark on 29th 
November 1876 of a lion 
facing left with a five 
pointed star on his right 
paw.  This was used until 
1885, when there was a 
change of ownership. 

When the firm was taken 
over by Jobling in 1885, 
the registration mark 
changed to that of a lion 
holding a halberd.  This 
was not registered and 
disappeared in 1890.
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industrialist who owned the Tyne Oil and 
Grease Works; he also supplied the glass 
making materials to Greener and held most of 
the debt owed by Greener.   

In 1887, Greener and Co. advertised new 
designs including commemorative pieces for 
the Queen's Jubilee. Soon the company was 
producing over 600 domestic items in all 
colors, as well as commercial products, such 
as pavement lights  and lenses for ships, 1

railways, lighthouses, and tramcars. 

In 1888, the company began a "naturalistic 
period" incorporating rustic handles, fruits, 
flowers, etc. into their designs.   

In 1890 Greener registered design number 
160244 for a Pearline color that was very 
similar to Davidson's Pearline colors found in 
much of the domestic ware, including fairy 
lamps.  Apparently, they were attempting to 
cash in on Davidson's success with this 
coloring.  The Pearline colors were not in 
production for very long and it is not clear if 
Davidson had anything to do with stopping 
the production of the Greener line.   

Jobling did not spend the time toagrow the 
company and again it started to suffer 
financial problems.  In 1902, Ernest Jobling 
Purser, nephew of James Jobling, started to 
invest in the company and introduce 
technological improvements from Germany 
and the US.  The most beneficial 
improvement was the license from Corning 
and Co. to manufacture and sell heat resistant 
Pyrex glass.  This allowed them to grow this 
suite of glass throughout the depression years 
when the other companies were suffering. 

In 1932 Jobling started to imitate the 
decorative glass ware that was made famous 
by Lalique and the Paris Exhibition of 1925.  

During this time the glass was typically an 
opalescent color called Opalique.  They also 
reproduced colors that Greener used in the 
1880's.   

Combined with the inability to make a profit 
from this range and the outbreak of World 
War II, they stopped production in order to 
concentrate on Pyrex and other glass for the 
war effort.  Pyrex ware continued to grow in 
popularity during the 1960s and 1970s, 
becoming a regular on wedding lists across 
the country. However, in 1973 Jobling's 
license expired and Corning took over control 
of the company, ending the era of Jobling 
Pyrex glass. 

September 28, 2007, was the last day that 
glass was made at the Pyrex plant in 
Sunderland, ending the production of Pyrex in 
England. The decision to close the plant ends 
more than 120 years of glass-making tradition 
on the Wear Glass Works site.  

Sources for Greener History:  

1. The Identification of English Pressed 
Glass – 1842-1908 by Jenny Thompson 

2. www.pressedintime.com/greener.htm 

GREENER & CO. FAIRY LAMPS 

There are two known examples of complete 
Greener fairy lamps.  The floral base of each 
lamp is embossed Rd 176239.  They have 
been found in clear, amber, and opalescent 
yellow.  Other colors and designs may very 
well exist but have yet to be documented. 

 Pavement lights were designed to provide a source of natural daylight within basements and cellars.1
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Shown above is pyramid-size R-130 in amber 
and yellow (Vaseline) opalescent very similar 
to Davidson's Pearline color registered in1889 
as Rd 130643.  The shades are embossed with 
a cross shape within a diamond pattern.  The 
rim of the shade has three "dimples" to allow 
air to enter along the smooth rim of the base.  
The base has the distinctive design recorded 
in 1891 as Rd 176239 and is embossed with 
the Rd number.  The base is further decorated 
with an embossed swirl design of alternating 
smooth and beaded patterns. 
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Shown above is a fairy-size U-25 in clear and 
amber.  The shades are embossed with a 
diamond pattern separated by smaller 
diamonds.  Unlike R-30 the rim of these 
shades are scalloped to allow air to enter 
along the smooth rim of the base.  The base of 
each lamp is also embossed with Rd 176239.  
The base is further decorated with smooth 
panels on the sides. 

While it would appear to be obvious that 
Greener made both the base and the shades 
for these fairy lamps, I have no 

documentation on the shades.  Hopefully, that 
documentation will become available in the 
future. 

Correction Note: I had previously attributed 
the Greener fairy lamp bases to Davidson in 
the Undocumented Fairy Lamps. I have 
corrected the on-line undocumented 
database  and my original documents.  You 2

will need to make similar changes to the 
descriptions of U-25 and U-78. 

 www.fairy-lamp.com/Fairylamp/  2

FairyLampUndocMain.html


