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George Davidson & Company, Ltd. by 
Helen 

Editor:  As a lead-in to Helen's article, I have 
extracted a few exerts from Fairy Lamps by 
MacSwiggan and Fairy Lamps by Ruf in 
order to add relevance. 

...."The manufacturers from whom Samuel 
Clarke ordered supplies of glass and 
miscellaneous fittings with which to enhance 
the appearance of his night lights, and thus 
augment sales, were of high repute, including 
such reputable firms as ....George Davidson 
& Company, Ltd., which furnished many 
pieces of molded glass for both shades and 
candle cups.....".  1

...."Correspondence with several British firms 
which had furnished Messrs. Clarke with 
these various standards and accessories for 
their lights, revealed that, in the majority of 
cases, they had not kept early records of their 
particular transactions with Clarke.  
However, several employees of the George 
Davidson Company of the Teams Glass Works 
at Gateshead stated that they remembered 
furnishing candle manufacturers with all 
sorts of fancy shades and candle cups made 
of art glass in both colored and clear glass 
with fancy cuttings or mouldings."  2

In addition, several bases illustrated in Fairy 
Lamps by Ruf are marked "George 
Davidson."  They are: R-3, R-66, R-562, and  
R-584. 

George Davidson was born in Gateshead, 
Tyne & Wear in 1822 and was the son of a 
local miller.  By trade he was a butcher but 

was a man of enormous energy and involved 
himself in many local businesses and 
societies.  He was a member of the liberal 
party and became mayor of Gateshead from 
1886 to 1888.  He was so inspired by 
Sowerby's of Gateshead that he decided to try 
out a new enterprise of glass making. 

Among his first products were glass chimneys 
for paraffin lamps. The chimneys increased 
the light and confined the unpleasant fumes of 
the burning paraffin coated wicks. One of 
Davidson's most well known products was 
pearline, which he patented on 7th December 
1889 and it remained in production for nearly 
30 years. The first color used was blue, but 
yellow and the almost clear (known as 
moonshine) soon followed. Despite it being 
Davidson's invention, many other pressed 
glass manufacturers soon copied the pearline. 

George Davidson died on February 22, 1891. 
Thomas Davidson, his son, became general 
manager of the firm on the death of his father.  
Thomas was a keen sportsman and his two 
great passions in life were horses and the 
glassworks. He was a skilled glassmaker and 
designed nearly all of Davidson's domestic 
ware.  

Under his management the glassworks were 
updated and became successful. This however 
was short lived with the advent of the 1926 
coal strikes and competition from America, 
Czechoslovakia  and Belgium all becoming a 
serious threat. 

When Thomas Davidson died in 1937, his 
nephew Claude Fraser took over as manager. 
Although not a glassmaker himself, he did the 
company of Davidson's proud by steering the 
firm through the difficult war time period. 
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Decorative glassware production was halted 
at this time as all energies were put into glass 
for radar screens, tanks, ships and aerodrome 
runways lights. 

After the war, restrictions still remained on 
the production of decorative glass and these 
were not lifted until the 50's.  However, 
Davidson's continued to produce the popular 
range of hobnail and diamond patterns lamps. 

On the death of Claude Fraser in 1959, the 
management underwent several changes and 
the firm was eventually taken over by 
Abraham's  in 1966.  Abraham's & Co. as it 
had been renamed did well with exports even 
though rival firms could supply the world 
markets more cheaply.  The firm suffered 
from high and erratic fuel prices during the 
70's and never fully recovered its earlier 
success. 

The glass works were finally abandoned in 
1987 and were demolished soon after, 
marking the end of 120 years of the Davidson 
tradition, of supplying popular pressed glass 
of high quality from Gateshead to the world.  3

!

 The source of this article was a pamplet titled "Davidson's Glass from Gateshead to the World", 1993.3
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DAVIDSON AMBER BRIDESHEAD by Jim 

Nearly two years ago Lloyd and Nan inquired 
about the George Davidson amber fairy lamp 
illustrated in Clarke's Fairy Lamps, Dorothy 
Tibbetts, Plate I, Item 15.    4

!  

"Item 15  Pressed glass, deep amber, ribbed 
shade, referred to in a catalog as "Amber 
Pearline." 

The caption makes reference to a "catalog" 
that is yet to be identified and an "amber" 
color that, until now, we had no photograph 
of it in color.   

Would you believe that within a few weeks of 
one another I received two color photos of the 
illusive amber color.   

!  

The first example came from Connie and it is 
shown with a Clarke pottery base.  As you 

can see, the color is a rich amber color just as 
Dorothy described in her book. 

The second example I stumble upon in a BBR 
Auction catalog (July 8, 2001) that was sent 
to me by Ken in Australia. 

!  

This example is shown in a brass/silver base 
similar to the one illustrated in R-267.  You 
may find it interesting to note that this fairy 
lamp sold for $145 at the BBR auction. 

So, with the help of Connie and Ken, we have 
finally collected an example of all the colors 
of George Davidson's Pearline in the 
Brideshead pattern.  Or, have we?  ☺ 

!  

Shown above are the four colors we know of -  
light blue, vaseline, medium blue, and finally, 
amber.  

 FL-XVII-9, November 20004
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DAVIDSON AMBER BRIDESHEAD  5
—A FOLLOW-UP by Lloyd, Connie, & Jim 

As luck would have it, Lloyd acquired 
another Davidson amber fairy lamp in the 
Brideshead pattern.  However, he has reported 
several inconsistencies with other Davidson 
products.  Lloyd reports: 

"Certain characteristics of two amber 
Brideshead pattern domes have been 
compared and found to be different from the 
vaseline and blue examples illustrated in FL-
XXIV-3.  They are: 

1. There is no embossed Rd 130643 on the 
inside of the dome. 

2. The bottom edges of the thick flutes are 
sharp with chipped edges, not rounded 
and smooth as the other Davidson domes.  

3. There is no hint of opalescence, which is a 
hallmark of Davidson's Brideshead 
pattern no matter the form of the item. 

!  

These differences put interpretation of 
Tibbetts' comment about a catalog citation in 
a different light and suggest that the amber 
ones were not made by the Davidson 
Company." 

By way of confirmation, I asked Connie to 
check her amber Pearline dome for similar 
characteristics.  Connie reports: 

"My amber dome has no Rd numbers.  The 
bottom edges of some of the amber flutes are 
rough and look like they were damaged a 
little.  The flutes on my blue Pearline are 
almost perfect.  There is no opalescence in the 
amber dome." 

As you can see, the examples owned by 
Lloyd and Connie have similar 
characteristics.  Could it be that, as Lloyd 
suggested, these are not Davidson products?  
We may never know for sure but these 
inconsistencies along with the unusual color 
makes you wonder.  Or, as Connie says, 
"Another thing to ponder."   

It sure would be nice to find the catalog 
Dorothy Tibbetts cited in the book for it has 
the definitive answer to this mystery. 

!

 Davidson Amber Brideshead by Jim, FL-XXIV-3, August 2002.5
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GEORGE DAVIDSON'S BLUE "PEARLINE"  
by Jim 

In Issue XII, I indicated that George 
Davidson's "Pearline" came in two colors, 
blue and yellow.   Recently, however, I 6

acquired a blue Pearline in the Brideshead 
pattern that is dramatically different than the 
one I illustrated. 

!  
As you can see the one on the left is a light 
blue with each rib a nearly opaque opalescent. 
The one on the right is a deep blue with only 
the bottom edge showing the opalescence.  
Both are marked with Davidson's Rd 130643. 
Does this variation have any meaningful 
significance beyond different manufacturers? 
Different time period? Or, is it an intentional 
change in coloration by George Davidson?  

 Article: George Davidson's "Pearline", Fairy Lamp Newsletter, Issue XII, August 1999, pgs. 2-3.6
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GEORGE DAVIDSON'S PEARLINE, 
VARIATION 

In the last issue of 
the newsletter I 
wrote a brief 
article on George 
Davidson's 
Pearline in the 
Brideshead 
pattern.  One of 

our members, Molly, provided this example 
with a matching base.  It is not clear that the 
fairy lamp and base originally came together 
but, if not, they make a fine marriage.  
However, at least one other member has 
reported seeing these two pieces together 
before.  Has anyone else seen them together?  
How about a blue version?  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GEORGE DAVIDSON'S "PEARLINE"  
by Jim 
I recently acquired a blue version of  R-10, 
Pearline by George Davidson Glass 
Company, Gateshead, England.  I already had 
a Vaseline (yellow) version and was pleased 
to have a pair in different colors.  However, 
with the help of a couple club members and 
few web searches, I was able to put together 
bits and pieces of information that you might 
be interested in.   
The following information was extracted 
from The Glass Museum On-Line (http://
www.glass.co.nz/).  If you have never been to 
this site, it is well worth the visit. 
A short explanation of Pearline glass: 
In 1889 George Davidson introduced one of 
their most popular and successful lines, a 
coloring which they called "Pearline."  It was 
only made in two colors, blue and lemon 
yellow, each with a white (cream) edge. 
Pearline glass was so successful that 
Davidson's introduced a new suite of designs 
made in Pearline almost every year until 1903 
and continued production of Pearline until the 
outbreak of the first World War (1914). 
Davidson's Pearline glass is virtually always 
marked with a number or (on very early 
pieces) the word "Patent."  The number is the 
British registration number of that particular 
pattern and identifies the manufacturer and 
the date of registration. 

!  
Cream and sugar in Davidson's blue Pearline in  

"Brideshead" pattern 

Pearline glass reacted to heat by turning white 
on the parts exposed to heat during the 
cooling process, a reaction caused by the 
chemicals mixed into the glass (notably 
arsenic).  It was extremely popular in the 
1890's.  

!  
R-10 in Davidson's yellow and blue Pearline in "Brideshead" 
pattern.  Rd number 130643 is molded into the design on the 
inside near the top opening. 

In 1889 Davidson registered a new design 
under the number 130643.  The design was 
simply called the "643 Suite" by Davidson's 
and named "Brideshead" by American 
collectors.  The Pearline color combination of 
a white opalescent edge on turquoise blue 
glass was almost unique to Davidson's.  
However, Greener's (from nearby 
Sunderland) produced a smaller number of 
patterns in a very similar color.  These can be 
identified both by the registration numbers 
and from pattern books and advertisements of 
the time. 


