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Labors of Love
Thomas Merton, an American monk,
writer and social activist, said, “It is in the
ordinary duties and labors of life that the
Christian can and should develop his spiritual union with God.” As the United States
observes Labor Day, may we find meaning
not simply in marking summer’s end but in
celebrating the ways nearly all “duties and
labors of life” can empower ministry and
faith.
Whether as a dentist, parent, artist,
teacher, mechanic, gardener, city councilor,
farmer, day laborer, attorney or anything
else, a Christian can begin each workday or
shift by praying for opportunities to serve
whoever they’ll encounter. We also can pray
for and seek ways to grow in “spiritual union with God”: cultivating spiritual fruits;
actively loving God and neighbor; seeing
Jesus in the vulnerable; practicing humility,
gratitude and praise.
In Labor Day, may we find inspiration to make all our labors loving and faithful!
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“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”

Creator God,
Remind us that even as one
season fades, another begins;
you are always doing
something new and bringing
life out of death. Amen.

We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.
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Ordination

Our Servant-King

For some time now, I have been
moving and working towards being ordained. Seminary, papers, questionnaires,
meetings and more are all a part of the
journey. A variety of emotions have resided within me over the last few weeks leading up to this point. There was fear and
trepidation. It’s a big call, and I know I
have shortcomings; how will I measure up
to the task? I know I will not always get
things right or be able to do enough. I pray
God can, and will, use me as I am. Looking at Jeremiah’s call and God’s words to
him of “Fear not, for I am with you” were
very comforting.
There was also a great deal of joy
and thankfulness that I experienced leading up to and during the ordination service.
I am thankful that God would choose to
use me however He can. Thankful that He
has called me here to Halstead! And I was
filled to the brim with joy during the service. I am extremely thankful for all who
were able to come and worship together. I
can’t express enough how meaningful it is
for me to have been ordained here among
this congregation in Halstead. I also want
to express my thanks for all the work that
people put into making it such a wonderful
service and reception. Thank you to all the
people who worked on the music. All of
the songs were very meaningful to me!
This was a day that I will cherish during
all the years to come. I look forward to
continuing to minister to and take part in
this faith community in the name of Jesus.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve

Jesus began his ministry by being hungry,
yet he is the Bread of Life.

Camp Mennoscah


The Mental Health Spiritual Retreat at
Camp Mennoscah will be September 12. The theme for the retreat is Living
Peacefully! Come support each other
and enjoy fellowship, music, and worship. This retreat is for individuals affected by mental illness, including family and friends. Register online



Work & Play Day! September 14 is the
next Work & Play Day at Camp Mennoscah. Join us for service, a simple
lunch, and some free time in the afternoon (your choice). Tasks available for
all ages and skills. Please help us be prepared for a great day by registering
online or call us! We love our volunteers!

Jesus ended his earthly ministry
by being thirsty,
yet he is the Living Water.

Jesus was weary,
yet he is our rest.
Jesus paid tribute,
yet he is the King.
Jesus was accused of having a demon,
yet he cast out demons.

Jesus wept,
yet he wipes away our tears.
Jesus was sold for 30 pieces of silver,
yet he redeemed the world.
Jesus was brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
yet he is the Good Shepherd.
Jesus died,
yet by his death
he destroyed the power of death.
—Gregory of Nazianzus
(fourth-century church father)



Come Celebrate Another Great Year at
Camp Mennoscah! Mark your calendars
for Sunday, September 22, for Camp
Mennoscah’s Annual Meeting! All are
welcome to attend. Self-guided camp
activities available beginning at 2:00
p.m., with a BBQ chicken supper beginning at 5:30. After supper, staff will
share about the past year, and campers
will reflect on their camp experiences.
Also, enter your name to win one of several Camp Mennoscah prizes! Please
register online to let us know you’re
coming!

KIPCOR Events
The Kansas Institute for Peace and
Conflict Resolution (KIPCOR) at Bethel
College will be organizing a series of free
public events, Sept. 8-22, on campus and in
the Newton community, in connection with
the 2019 Campaign Nonviolence Week of
Action. Activities include film screenings,
“swords into plowshares” demonstrations
by Colorado Springs-based RawTools, and
a lecture by Palwasha Kakar. See kipcor.org or call 316-284-5217 for more information.
On Sunday, Sept. 8, KIPCOR Film
Series will show, Lost A ngels: Skid Row is
My Home, 3 p.m., in Krehbiel Auditorium
in Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel College. Talk-back follows with James Wilson, director of New Hope Shelter, Newton, and a member of the Wichita Police
Department’s Homeless Outreach Team.

Contact us at:
campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3290
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MDS Needs Volunteers
MDS has an urgent need for volunteers
this fall, due to a rise in
natural disasters and inclement weather delays
this spring. We are
thankful for the many
leadership
volunteers
who have stepped up this season and are
ready to rebuild and restore homes. Even so,
we need the help of our weekly volunteers
who are the physical hands and feet of Jesus
in Texas, South Dakota, California and more.
We are grateful for the opportunity to serve a
greater number of disaster survivors this season and we hope you will join us in our ambitious endeavor to bring more people home.
“As I think of the thousands of pairs of hands
that respond, rebuild and restore homes after
a disaster, I am grateful,” says Kevin King,
Executive Director for MDS. For more information
or
to
serve
please
visit
mds.mennonite.net or call 1-800-241-8111.

Stop the
Hopping
A church is an imperfect mix of imperfect believers, so it’s easy for members to
find faults or feel disappointed. That, in turn,
may tempt us to shop around.
C.S. Lewis addresses that in The
Screwtape Letters. “ If a man can’t be cured
of churchgoing,” Screwtape advises his demon protégé, “the next best thing is to send
him all over the neighborhood looking for
the church that ‘suits’ him until he becomes
a taster or connoisseur of churches.” How
Satan must hate when Christians maintain
long-term commitment to one church!
The urge to church-hop harms congregations as well as believers. “Spiritual
depth isn’t fostered by satiating your sense
of felt needs,” writes James Emery White.
“It’s receiving a balanced diet of teaching
and challenge, investing in service and mission, living in community and diversity that
you probably would not select for yourself.”

The Heart of Worship — The worship to which we are called in our renewed state is far too
important to be left to personal preferences, to whims or to marketing strategies. It is the pleasing of
God that is at the heart of worship. Therefore, our worship must be informed at every point by the
Word of God as we seek God’s own instructions for worship that is pleasing to him. —R.C. Sproul
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September Calendar
Sept. 1
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 8

Church
Announcements

Sept. 9
Sept. 11

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
September 15. Neighbor s needs ar e
pork & beans and catsup. Donations can
be left under the church mailboxes.
2. The deadline for the October newsletter is
September 30.
3. Offering schedule for September:
Sept. 1: MC USA
Sept. 8: Chur ch Budget
Sept. 15: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
Sept. 22: Hesston College
Sept. 29: Chur ch Budget

Sept. 12
Sept. 14
Sept. 15
Sept. 17

Treasurer’s Report

Sept. 26

Budget balance @ 01/01/19 12,413.10
January–June receipts
54,075.11
January—June expenses
(59,550.37)
Budget balance @ 06/30/19
6,937.84
July receipts
13,783.63
July expenses
(10,528.97)
Budget balance @ 07/31/19 10,192.50

Sept. 18

Sept. 25

5:00 pm
7:45 am
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:45 am
12:00 pm
9:30 am
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:45 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am

Jr. High Youth Group
Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Christian Ed Sunday
Carry-in Meal
WMS
Kids Club
Praise Team
Mom’s Group
Game Night
Jr. High Youth Group
Early Birds Breakfast
Nurture & Mission
Church Council
Kids Club
Supper
Adult Study
Choir
Kids Club
Supper
Adult Study
Bell Choir
Mom’s Group

Looking Ahead:
Oct. 6
P & M Pumpkin Ranch

Women interested in a Thursday morning Bible study are asked to contact Ruth Mueller at
620-951-4113. Please be thinking of studies
you would enjoy. More information will be
coming soon!
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What’s up at First Mennonite!

MCC Announcements

Christian Education Sunday
It’s time again for the new school
year to begin at church! On Sunday, September 8, we will celebr ate Chr istian
education during worship. The Nurture
Team has developed a new theme and
new ideas for learning and will be sharing
those during worship. We will also celebrate and dedicate our Sunday school
teachers and have a surprise for our third
grade students! Following the worship
service we will continue the celebration
with a carry-in meal and games.
Please bring a dish or two to share
and your own table service if you can for
the meal. There will be games (and prizes) to participate in and as always, great
fellowship! You don’t want to miss it!
Don’t forget to be assembling
your school kits for MCC and bring those
before or on September 8. An area under
the coatracks is the designated drop off
location.

Game Night
The Hospitality Ministry has
planned a Game Night for Saturday, September 14 beginning at 5 pm. Please
bring games and snacks to share. Drinks
will be provided. As always, invite your
friends to attend!

Jr. High Youth Group
The Jr. High Youth group will begin
again in September! The sponsors are Jason Mueller, Jesse Mueller and Lauren
Mueller. Meeting dates are the 1st and 3rd
Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm. Other social
events may also be added to the schedule
occasionally. All 6-8th grade students are
welcome to join. Please talk with one of
the sponsors if you know of a student who
is interested. Praise God that youth groups
are once again meeting in our church!

Kids Club
Kids Club resumes on September 4
for children 3 years to 6th grade. Our focus
for the fall session will be serving others.
We will learn all about how we can serve
God by serving others locally and globally.
Invite you family and friends!

Women’s Mission Society
WMS will meet on Monday, September 9 at 9:30 am for a work day at the
church. All women are welcome to attend.

New Storage Building Dedication, September 4 at 10 a.m. – It’s not everyday that
MCC gets a new building! Please plan to
join us as we give thanks for the generous
gifts that made the building possible and to
bless the ongoing work that takes place at
MCC by dedicated volunteers. A warehouse
can seem boring at first glance, but it is actually an essential part of making MCC's work
happen around the world. Donuts and coffee
will be served the dedication service. Questions? Please call 316.283.2720.
Comforter Mini Blitz, September 27 & 28
at MCC in North Newton! If you can tie a
knot, you can tie a comforter! Come and join
in the fun at this relaxed, come-and-go
event. Bring your friends and family! Before
you know it, you'll have helped to spread
warmth and love around the world to people
in situations far out of their control. Hours
for the event are Friday, Sept. 27 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 28 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Find out more at mcc.org/comforter-blitz.
Questions,
contact
katemast@mcc.org,
316.283.2720.
Attention all MCC Alumni! Ar e you interested in connecting with other MCC
alumni? Have you wondered about attending
an MCC alumni gathering or even hosting
one yourself? If so, please contact us at centralstates@mcc.org to start the conversation.
Save the Date: Mennonite Centr al Committee is celebrating 100 years of working
for relief, development and peace in the
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name of Christ in 2020. Mark your calendars to join us for the evening of February
29 at Tabor College in Hillsboro, Kansas.
More details to come!
Support MCC via AmazonSmile: This is
not a plug to begin or continue to shop at
Amazon.com, but if you find yourself making an Amazon purchase, please use the
AmazonSmile site. The ordering process is
the same, but the difference is that 0.5% of
your purchases will be donated to MCC
(assuming you will choose MCC U.S. as
your charitable organization!) FYI…total
donations to MCC from AmazonSmile in
2018 were $2,955; $2,625 in 2017. If you
have any questions, please contact
maynardknepp@mcc.org or jordanpenner@mcc.org.
Get involved with something BIG – record breaking BIG! MCC is celebrating
our 100th anniversary and attempting to
collect 6500 comforters to deliver to people
in need all around the world. Get involved
by tying a comforter on January 18, 2020
(mark your calendars now!). We are looking for people to host a comforter tying
event in their community. Contact Kate
Mast
at
316.283.2720
or
katemast@mcc.org for details, supplies and
resources. It’s more than a warm blanket –
it’s a message of love and compassion.
“God is not out there or back
there or yet to be, but hidden in
the most ordinary things of our
ordinary lives.” —Sallie McFague
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Church Council
Minutes from August 19, 2019 meeting:
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The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) shared
about their conversations about the covenant renewal, membership and baptism.
A guide to help with giving funds from
the church to those in need was discussed.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) planned the Ordination evening on
August 25. They are planning for the
Wednesday night suppers this fall. A
game night is scheduled for Sept. 14 and
a visit to the P & M Pumpkin Ranch on
Oct. 6. Hospitality is also creating the
basket for the Pine Village Benefit auction.
The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) shared
that Ron Dick has volunteered to be the
chair of this ministry.
The Mission Ministry (Sandy Allen)
shared that they will be deciding who the
mission supper recipients will be soon as
well as beginning to plan for the supper.
A grant was given to Camp Mennoscah
for the Mental Health Retreat
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale) planned a Teacher Night on August
28 for the new Sunday school teachers.
The children’s Sunday school is changing from quarters to trimesters to allow
for better continuity for the Christmas
program and to facilitate fewer changes
of teachers. The adults will remain on
the quarterly system. Several children
will receive Bibles on Christian Education Sunday which will be Sept. 8. The
Wednesday adult Bible study will be











“Your Kingdom Come” and will be led
by Pastor Steve. The Jr. High youth
group will begin meeting on Sept. 1.
The Stewardship Ministry (James
Nightingale) is getting estimates for
replacing the southeast kitchen door.
James brought up that if this committee
spends over $2000 it has to be brought
up for a vote. Several maintenance
items will cost well over $2000 and
discussion was held as to whether this
needed to be changed to a higher
amount due to the cost of things now.
Insurance inspections will be taking
place in the near future. Larry Regier
shared that the current budget balance
is $10,192.50.
The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen) said they will be meeting soon and
will be working on the flow of the service.
Pastor Steve continued the discussion
on membership and is working on offering some type of classes soon.
In IT concerns, Denice asked if someone could check the feedback monitor
for the Praise Team.
In New Business: A vote for the council members will take place on Sept. 1.
Jennifer Swift from Zone 33 asked if
we would be willing to collaborate with
them and allow our church to be used
for a Night of the Nations, a simulation
of worship in many cultures around the
world. She will get more information
to Steve soon.
The next council meeting is Tuesday,
September 17 at 7 pm.
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September
Celebrations
1 (A)
2
3 (A)
4 (A)
5
5
5
6
7
8
9
9
9 (A)
10
10
10
11
12
12
13
14
15
15 (A)
16
16
16 (A)
17
17
17
18 (A)
18
18
18
18
6

Mark & Cheryl Berger
Katherine Ewy
Marv & Rita Flickinger (58 years)
Scott & Angela Chandler
Marlo Klassen
Carol Linn
Karen Linn
Scott Mueller
Matthew Balzer
Carrol Flickinger
Bill Ewert
Emmit Jacob
Donald & Laureen Martens
Valerie Keller
Jena Black
Nicholas Schmidling
Kim Brandt
Shaun Ortman
Marilyn Schrag
Keith Dalke
Kevin Finley
Florence Unruh (93 years)
Robert & Luann Yutzy
Ewan Jacob
Rhonda Regier
Lee & Vivian Snell
Michelle Dalke
MeKial Bliss
Draco Miller
Alan & Marilyn Mueller
Elvin Conard
Pam Stucky
Mallory Loflin
Kyndal Lee

19 (A)
20
20
21
22
23
23
23 (A)
23 (A)
23 (A)
24 (A)
25
26
26
26
27
28
28
28
28

Larry & Carrol Flickinger (65 years)
Johnathan Haspels
Larry Flickinger
Hannah Sutcliffe
Glenn Mueller
Marvin Flickinger
Jacob Whitesell
Michael & Christine Stahl
Gregg & Julie Dalke
Mike & Jane Fitch
Mark & Shirley Rodenberg
Dale Dick
Ron Dick
Melisa Kaldenbach
Monty Westerman
Ron Gundy
David Mueller
Jesse Mueller
Christian Kloepfer
Mike Fitch

Birthday Party
The family of Marilyn Schrag invites
family and friends to celebrate her 80th
birthday on Sunday, September 15 at the
Halstead Senior Center from 1:30-3:30 pm.
No gifts please! The Senior Center is located at 523 N. Poplar in Halstead.

Prayer & Praises








Keep Rosetta Auernheimer in your prayers as she suffered another heart attack
and hospice has been asked to help.
Please pray for Linda Aylward’s great
great nephew, Lewis Ramsey. He was
born at 24 weeks old on August 7. He
was severely underweight and has been
struggling. Praise God that he has gained
7 oz., but he has a long way to go.
Please keep Johnson & Leah Kawanguzi
in prayer as they mourn the passing of
Johnson’s brother. Also, please pray for
them and Maliki as they await a decision
from social services concerning Maliki’s
future.
Praise God for the marriage of Abram &
Emily Rodenberg on August 3! Pray for
them as they begin their life together as a
newly married couple.

MCC Flatlander
The annual MCC Flatlander Bike
Ride will be held on Saturday, September 21,
originating at the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) offices, 121 East 30th Street,
North Newton, KS. This year’s ride will
raise funds for an MCC water development
project in Nigeria. Rides of approximately
35, 45 and 65 miles, as well as a shorter family ride, are planned. Informational brochures are available on the literature table
near the church library. The brochure is also
available on the MCC website: mcc.org/getinvolved/events/mcc-flatlander-bicycle-ride.
Or, you can register online at that website.
Both bikers and contributors are
needed! If you are not a biker but wish to
contribute to his MCC project, make your
check payable to MCC; write “Flatlander
Bike Ride” on the memo line; and send it to:
MCC, P.O. Box 235, North Newton, KS
67117.

Wednesday Evening Supper Adult Bible Study
Our Wednesday adult activities will resume on September
18 at 6:00 pm. Meet in Stauffer Hall for supper followed by a Bible
study led by Pastor Steve. The study this year will focus on the
teachings from Matthew 5-7. The study and suppers will be held
September 18 & 25 and October 9, 16, 23, 30. There will be no
meeting on October 2. Please be watching for a sign-up sheet on
the hallway bulletin board for help with the suppers!
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