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When God crosses our Path
Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be constantly crossing
our paths and canceling our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions.”
Last spring, the whole world had plans canceled, first by Covid-19 and then by God
“sending us people with claims and petitions.” Some needed prayers for healing or
for coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and others serving long hours
needed support: meals, check-in calls,
“thinking of you” cards. Parents working
remotely while helping kids with distancelearning needed encouragement. Crucial
nonprofit work still required donations.
Pre-pandemic, you may not have
realized that staying home or wearing a face
mask could be a ministry. Or that sending a
card expresses love in Jesus’ name. Or that
buying takeout from a local restaurant can
be a gift to the owners. When our calendars
empty, God “crosses our paths” in new
ways — both to be with us and to nudge us
toward others (even if virtually, or 6 feet
apart!).
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Sunday School at 9:15 am
Worship at 10:30 am
Live Streaming at 10:30 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Three Years!
August 1st marked the completion
of three years for me as pastor here at
First Mennonite! I thought I would take a
moment and reflect on that time so far.
There have been challenges, things
learned, and lots of excitement.
Coming straight out of seminary,
and never in this role before, I could not
have asked for a better church to be called
to. You all have been welcoming and gracious to me as I have worked at filling the
role of Pastor. I have been blessed with
cards, affirmations, food, help, friendship
and so much more while here. Thank you!
I have appreciated getting to know
the rhythms and practices of the church
here. There are so many wonderful activities and things to look forward to each
year. I have enjoyed being part of each
activity! So many of them involve food;
which I think is just great! A big thanks
for introducing me to new foods like
verenike! I have also really enjoyed new
opportunities like joining the choir and
playing bells a few times.
There have been challenges to
work though as well, difficult situations
that come and go. There are the painful
processes of life, illness and injuries, and
as a church we have navigated 14 funerals
in that time. Through all of this it has
been good for me to work with you. We
have also celebrated child adoptions, baby
dedications, weddings and more during
our services.
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This last year has of course seen
challenges like none of us could have imagined. No point in going into detail about it as
we are still working though it. I am thankful
again how so many have stepped up and
worked at solutions to keep us connected
and flourishing.
I want to say how thankful I am for
the family-like atmosphere at this church
and for welcoming me and my family into
the community. Thanks for a great three
years!
Romans 8:28: “And we know that
in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
-Blessings, Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah


Mental Health Spiritual Retreat at Camp
Mennoscah will be a one-day event on
Monday, September 7. This retreat is for
those affected by mental illness, including friends and family. Activities will be
outside. We will follow social distancing and mask guidelines. Please bring a
mask with you. Those interested in attending the retreat should contact Camp
Mennoscah at 620-297-3290.



Limited number of openings! Camp
Mennoscah's Scrapbook and Crafts Retreats will take place on Oct. 30-Nov. 1
and Nov. 6-8. Masks and physical distancing guidelines will be followed and
the
facility
used
has
been
changed. More spaces will be opened as
determined safe and feasible, so put your
name on the waitlist! Register online
at campmennoscah.org! Call 620-2973290 for further information.



Camp
Mennoscah
welcomes
guests! Camping areas and cabins are
open to guests/groups for overnight stays
and day visits. Spend time in the river,
have a campfire cookout, and enjoy the
open spaces of the tallgrass prairie and
the Ninnescah River! Contact Camp
Mennoscah at 620-297-3290 to make a
reservation and to inquire about use of
additional facilities. We can't wait to see
you!

Optimism Grounded
in Hope
“I am fundamentally an optimist,”
said anti-apartheid leader Nelson Mandela.
“Part of being optimistic is keeping one’s
head pointed toward the sun, one’s feet
moving forward. There were many dark
moments when my faith in humanity was
sorely tested, but I would not and could not
give myself up to despair.”
Some say optimism is naïve, “a generic good idea about the future” (Walter
Brueggemann, Reverberations of Faith),
and distinguish it from hope. But Mandela’s 27 years in prison and other sufferings would indicate that, in his case, optimism is anchored in deep hope.
Our hope is grounded in God’s
power to bring life from death, primarily in
Jesus’ resurrection, and in other acts of deliverance. God brings joy from sorrow,
healing from brokenness, love from hate.
We can’t fathom what goodness awaits us
down the road (Could Mandela, in prison,
imagine becoming South Africa’s first
black president?!), so we keep looking up
and moving forward. Such optimism is
rooted in profound hope — and is a gift of
God.
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Church Council Notes
from August 17, 2020
 The Discernment Team (David Mueller) re-
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ported that the blood drive went well with
Sara Dick being our church coordinator now.
Pastor Steve raised the idea of having a tech
support person to coordinate questions on
Sunday mornings. Discussion followed.
The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) met with
Marv Zehr to talk about the email list and
timeline for the pastoral review. Surveys
were due Aug. 24. Marv will coordinate a
summary to present to the Vision Team. The
council and congregation will receive a synopsis of the summary from the Vision Team.
The Care Ministry (Ron Dick) have a couple
of people interested in joining the ministry.
A matching grant for a church member
through Everence was discussed.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) is
planning a bring your own picnic lunch following worship on August 30. P&M Pumpkin Ranch is reserved for Oct. 4 from 3-7 pm.
A few Careportal requests have been met.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller) said
the two events (Hog Roast & Mission Super)
normally planned for the fall were discussed.
Mission is trying to navigate Covid-19 relating to these events and how to conduct them
safely, if at all.
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale)
reported that the fall mission offering will be
for Angel Tree/Neighbors. The third graders
will receive their Bibles in September. Children’s Sunday school will continue in the
park (weather permitting) during September.
A combined adult class will be offered in
Stauffer Hall beginning Sept. 6. It will be a











DVD study and people are asked to wear
masks and social distance. The theme for
this year will be “God’s Promises” and in
lieu of Christian Ed Sunday, Nurture will restart daily scripture/prayer emails on this
theme. Kids Club will begin outside in September. Ruby Buller donated two chairs and
a couch to the new youth area.
The Church Treasurer (Larry Regier) shared
the budget balance at the end of July was
$15,428.82.
Stewardship Ministry (James Nightingale)
reported that Mark & Shirley Rodenberg
cleaned out the courtyard. Installing a dehumidifier that is connected to the plumbing in
the old basement is still on the to-do list.
Becker Construction replaced some sidewalk
recently. Some matching funds from the city
for this were received. Looking into getting
estimates for painting the church siding.
The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen) continues to plan weekly and is excited to have
people back in the church.
Pastor Steve shared throughout the meeting
and did not have anything else specific to
report.
Other: Council approved supporting Dragon
Backers with the same amount as last year.
We will receive an ad in the school sports
publications.
Next meeting: September21 at 7:30 pm.

September Calendar

Church Announcements
1. The Neighbors Store is in need of green
beans, pork & beans and Spam.
2. The deadline for the October newsletter is
September 28.
3. Offering schedule for September:
Sept. 6: Chur ch Budget
Sept. 13: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
Sept. 20: Hesston College
Sept. 27: Chur ch Budget

Aug. 30 11:15 am
Sept. 9 5:00 pm
6:30 pm
Sept. 16 5:00 pm
6:30 pm
Sept. 21 6:00 pm
7:30 pm
Sept. 23 5:00 pm
6:30 pm
Sept. 30 5:00 pm
6:30 pm

Prayers & Praises




Treasurer’s News
The offering schedule for September
is listed above. Your offerings may be sent
directly to James Nightingale at 2819 N.
Spring Lake, Burrton, KS 67020, placed in
James’ church mailbox or in the offering box
on the usher’s table. Thank you for your
faithful giving.

Church picnic in the park
Kids Club
Prayer Group
Kids Club
Prayer Group
Nurture Meeting
Church Council
Kids Club
Prayer Group
Kids Club
Prayer Group



Praise God for the marriage of Garrison
Gundy and Erin Bush on August 2.
Praise God for the marriage of Diana
Buller and George Torres on August 23.
Keep the children and teachers in prayer
as the beginning of the school year approaches. May our teachers find strength
to tackle new challenges and creativity to
meet the needs of the children. May the
children be able to learn and grow
throughout the school year.
Keep Duane and Pauline Regier in prayer
as Duane continues his recovery from a
stroke. Praise God that there seems to be
no loss of movement or speech.

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/20
9,960.80
January–June receipts
65,604.06
January–June expenses
(57,413.81)
Budget balance @ 06/30/20 18,151.05
July receipts
7,258.94
July expenses
(9,981.17
Budget balance @ 07/31/20 15,428.82

“When we long for life without
difficulties, remind us that oaks grow
strong in contrary winds and
diamonds are made under pressure.”
—Peter Marshall
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What’s up at First Mennonite
Sunday Worship
The Worship Team continues to
meet weekly to plan and practice for worship during the pandemic. While we will
continue to meet in person with masks and
social distancing, we are going to be
changing the start time to accommodate
Sunday school beginning on September 6.
Sunday school will begin at 9:15 am in
the park and on the church lawn for the
children, and one class meeting in Stauffer
Hall for the adults. Worship will follow at
10:30 am. Live streaming on the church
Facebook page will continue for those
more comfortable worshipping at home.
These new times begin September 6.
Masks, social distancing and hand
sanitizer use continue to be expected. The
Worship Team appreciates your prayers
and your adaptations!

Care Ministry
Dick VanWye is stepping down
from being our church Everence advocate.
We would like to thank Dick for his years
of service and hard work on behalf of the
congregation. Assuming the duties as advocate is Jesse Mueller. Jesse and Maeanna Regier will also join us on the Care
Ministry team.
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Nurture Ministry
The Nurture Ministry has chosen
Angel Tree/Neighbors Store as our fall
quarter Sunday school mission offering project. You may continue to mail your donations to our treasurer, Kent Dick, at 8715
NW 36th Street, Halstead, KS 67056, or
place your offerings in Kent’s church mailbox.
Children’s Sunday school classes
are being held outside in the park and on the
church lawn through September (weather
permitting). A combined adult class will
meet in Stauffer Hall beginning September
6 to view a DVD study facilitated by Chuck
Haspels. Masks and social distancing are
expected.
Christian Education Sunday will be
replaced with daily scripture and prayer
emails this year due to the pandemic. The
theme will be “God’s Promises”.
Don’t forget to assemble your MCC
school kit bags and bring to church. A collection box is under the coat racks. The list
of supplies can be found at mcc.org. We
will deliver the kits to the MCC office later
in the month of September.
Kids Club will begin on September
9 outside on the church lawn and the park.
A grab and go meal will be available for
Kids Club families. At this time there will
not be a Wednesday night study option for
adults.

September Celebrations
1 (A)
2
3 (A)
4 (A)
5
5
5
6
7
8
9
9
9 (A)
10
10
10
11
12
12
13
14
15 (A)
16
16
16 (A)
17
17
17
18 (A)
18
18
18
18
19 (A)
20
20
21

Mark & Cheryl Berger
Katherine Ewy
Marv & Rita Flickinger (59 years)
Scott & Angela Chandler
Marlo Klassen
Carol Linn
Karen Linn
Scott Mueller
Matthew Balzer
Carrol Flickinger
Bill Ewert
Emmit Jacob
Donald & Laureen Martens
Valerie Keller
Jena Black
Nicholas Schmidling
Kim Brandt
Shaun Ortman
Marilyn Schrag
Keith Dalke
Kevin Finley
Robert & Luann Yutzy
Ewan Jacob
Rhonda Regier
Lee & Vivian Snell
Michelle Dalke
MeKial Bliss
Draco Miller
Alan & Marilyn Mueller
Elvin Conard
Pam Stucky
Mallory Loflin
Kyndal Lee
Larry & Carrol Flickinger (66 years)
Johnathan Haspels
Larry Flickinger
Hannah Sutcliffe

22
23
23
23 (A)
23 (A)
24 (A)
25
26
26
26
27
28
28
28
28

Glenn Mueller
Marvin Flickinger
Jacob Whitesell
Gregg & Julie Dalke
Mike & Jane Fitch
Mark & Shirley Rodenberg
Dale Dick
Ron Dick
Melisa Kaldenbach
Monty Westerman
Ron Gundy
David Mueller
Jesse Mueller
Christian Kloepfer
Mike Fitch

God of all the Ages
It’s tempting to
breeze through biblical
genealogies, but those
name lists serve important purposes. They
reveal the fulfillment of
prophecy, tie together
time periods and Bible
books, and reveal how God works in every
age — and through people of all ages.
Consider the Old Testament’s many
references to “the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob.” That lineage-linked name reminds us that God is the Lord of every succeeding generation and the friend of all.
Although people’s needs differ as they
journey from youth to middle age to their
later years, God remains constant and ageless, fulfilling his promises to all who seek
him.
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