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Our Firm Foundation
During his childhood on the Atlantic Coast, Gregory Elder devoted much
time to creating elaborate sandcastles.
“Whole cities would appear beneath my
hands,” he writes. One year, when bullies
repeatedly crushed his handiwork, Elder
finally placed large rocks and concrete
chunks at the base of his kingdoms. The
returning bare-footed thugs soon learned a
lesson.
Many people consider today’s
church under attack from secularism, heresies and sin, Elder writes. “They forget
that the church is built upon a Rock
(Matthew 16:18), over which the gates of
hell itself shall not prevail.”

The Church
Corner
September 2018
Volume 42, Number 8

First Mennonite Church

Morning Prayer
At the start of a day, who can tell
what a day may bring forth? Cause me
therefore, gracious God, to live every day
as if it were to be my last, for I know not
but that it may be such. Cause me to live
now as I shall wish I had done when I
come to die. O grant that I may not die
with any guilt on my conscience, or any
known sin not repented of, but that I may
be found in Christ, who is my only Savior
and Redeemer.

First Mennonite Church
427 West 4th
Halstead, KS 67056

—Thomas à Kempis

427 West Fourth
Halstead, KS 67056
www.firstmennonitehalstead.org
Steve Wilcox, Pastor
Office Phone (316) 835-2282
Steve’s Cell (316)-322-5651
rskw13@gmail.com
Sunday School—9:30 a.m.
Worship Service—10:45 a.m.

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Discipleship
About a month ago I gave a sermon on discipleship and invited others
to consider joining a discipleship group.
I want to again invite people to consider
this opportunity. The hope is to have a
short meeting sometime in September
to make groups of people and talk again
about what the groups look like. Groups
will begin meeting together in October.
Many people over the years
have noted the importance of Christian
discipleship, for example Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without
Christ.” By saying this he was trying to
highlight the importance of being in a
discipling relationship. Unless we are
discussing and learning with each other
what it means to follow Christ we are
missing an important piece of the puzzle. Now these groups are certainly not
the only possibility for how people can
be in discipling relationships but simply
one option if you are not engaged elsewhere.
What
is
discipleship?
“Discipleship isn’t a program or an
event; it’s a way of life. It’s not for a
limited time, but for our whole life. Discipleship isn’t for beginners alone; it’s
for all believers for every day of their
life. Discipleship isn’t just one of the
things the church does; it is what the
church does.” (Bill Hull) In short, it is
making time to read God’s word with

each other and ask what it means for your
life today. To pray with each other and
share life’s journey. Modeled after how the
disciples lived, walked with, and learned
from Jesus.
How is this connected to mission
and sharing God’s word? Kevin DeYoung
said it well, “The one indispensable requirement for producing godly, mature Christians is godly, mature Christians.” If we
want to reach out and share the good news
of Jesus we must first be engaged in that
discipling process ourselves.
So I would again like to invite people to consider being part of one of these
groups. You meet for an hour once a week
if possible with one to two other people.
The time is determined by your group. You
all pick 3-7 chapters of scripture (based on
what your group feels it can really dig into)
to be read ahead of time so you can discuss
it. Then you meet, share and pray with each
other, and discuss the text with each other.
If you have more questions, please
let me know. If you are interested, you can
sign up on the bulletin board or talk to me
directly.
Blessings!
Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah
The slides and cable climber for the
Whale playground at Camp Mennoscah
are here! We will be looking for volunteers to help add the play components
as soon as work dates are set. The
Whale will be dedicated on September
23 at 5pm as part of our annual meeting
and Work & Play Camp. You are invited! Woo-hoo!
 Come one and all to Work & Play
Camp! From Sept. 21-25, we will be
working and playing and having a
grand time working on projects. This is
our service-oriented retreat with tasks
for all skill levels and ability. All ages
are invited to come for a full or partial
retreat. No fees but donations are welcome.
 What a celebration we had! The annual
Camp Sing for Camp Mennoscah was
August 12th. Approximately 220 people celebrated a successful youth camp
season with us in song, laughter, and
popcorn. It was so much fun! $2313.90
was raised to help cover the $63 per
camper gap between camp fees and the
actual cost of camp. Want to help
out? Call us to donate!


Camp Mennoscah is 70 years old--and
thriving! Come out to camp on Sunday, September 23, as we dedicate The
Whale playground and celebrate Camp
Mennoscah’s 70th Anniversary at the
Annual Meeting! All are welcome to
attend. Events are part of the Work &
Play Camp starting on Sept. 21. Annual Meeting events begin with worship
at 10am on Sunday with the Whale
playground dedication at 5pm and annual meeting following.
Register
online to let us know you're coming to
celebrate with us!
 Camp Mennoscah Scrapbook and
Crafts Retreats coming up soon! The
Fall Scrapbook and Crafts Retreats
are October 26-28 and November 24. Register online.


Contact us at:
www.campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3014

“It is not joy that makes us
grateful; it is gratitude that
makes us joyful.”
-David Steindel-Rast, Benedictine monk
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AMBS
Seminary and Theology Graduate
School Virtual Fair: Thursday, Sept 13, 11
am - 6 pm EDT. Want to learn more about
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary
but can't make it to our Elkhart, IN campus? At this free online event, you can get
answers to your questions about AMBS
from faculty, students and Admissions
staff. Register today! ambs.edu/visit
Develop skills for holistic leadership! AMBS's Master of Arts in Christian
Formation program equips students for congregational leadership in faith formation,
spiritual direction, long-term visitation and
spiritual companionship and congregational
teaching and training. Need-based financial
aid is available! ambs.edu/academics/machristian-formation
Calling practitioners of creation care,
scholars, food justice activists, urban gardeners, environmental justice practitioners,
farmers and church members!
You're
warmly invited to the fourth Rooted and
Grounded: A Conference on Land and
Christian Discipleship: September 27-29 at
AMBS in Elkhart, IN. The event will
weave together worship, theology, biblical
study and praxis.
ambs.edu/rootedandgrounded

The Challenge of Scripture

Sept. 4
Sept. 5
Sept. 9
Sept. 12
GQ magazine recently included the
Bible on a list of 21 books not worth reading, calling the text “repetitive” and
“foolish” (among other things). Pushback
came from both secular and religious folks.
Writing in USA Today, Tim Swarens argued that even if you don’t believe in God,
the Bible helps you understand Western
culture, history, current events and your
neighbors.
For Christians, the Bible — God’s
inspired Word — reveals God’s love and
will. It isn’t always easy to read or process,
but no other book contains such good news.
As Danielle Shroyer writes in Original Blessing, “ Scripture is a sacred book
meant to provoke us in ways that will move
us toward God. And often, that is the very
last thing we are looking for. We would
rather have an answer, a simple plan, even
a nicely tidy moral story. But Scripture
gives us none of these things, because the
holy is anything but domestic. We go looking to find a plan and instead are sent on a
treasure hunt.”

Interruptions can be viewed as sources of irritation or opportunities for service, as moments lost or experience gained, as time wasted or horizons widened. They can annoy us or enrich us, get under our skin or give us a shot in
the arm, monopolize our minutes or spice our schedules — depending on our
attitude toward them.
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September Calendar

—William Arthur Ward

Church
Announcements
1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
September 16. Neighbor s needs ar e
shampoo and canned meat (tuna, Spam,
Vienna sausages, etc.).
2. The deadline for the October newsletter
is September 24.
3. Offering schedule for September:
Sept. 2: MC USA
Sept. 9: Chur ch Budget
Sept. 16: Wester n Distr ict Conf.
Sept. 23: Hesston College
Sept. 30: Chur ch Budget

Sept. 13
Sept. 15
Sept. 18
Sept. 19

Sept. 22
Sept. 24
Sept. 26

Sept. 27

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/18 10,929.63
January-June receipts
51,559.70
January-June expenses
(54,740.53)
Budget balance @ 06/30/18
7,748.80
July receipts
15,019.31
July expenses
(9,224.06)
Budget balance @ 07/31/18 13,544.05

7:45am
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
12:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
TBD
7:45 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am

Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Carry-in Lunch
Kids Club
Supper
Rosie Epp Speaker
Music Practice
Mom’s Group
Flatlanders SAG
Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Supper
Bible Study
Music Practice
Poverty Simulation
Mission & Nurture
Church Council
Kids Club
Supper
Bible Study
Music Practice
Mom’s Group

Looking Ahead:
Oct. 7
Communion
P & M Pumpkin Patch Outing
Oct. 21
Hog Roast
Nov. 10
Mission Supper
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Nurture Ministry News
Christian Education Sunday

Sunday School

We will celebrate our Sunday school
teachers and introduce our new teachers and
theme for the school year on Sunday, September 9 during the worship hour. You
don’t want to miss it! A carry-in meal will
be shared following worship. Please bring
a dish or two to share, and to save dish
washing, bring your own tableware if you
can!
Games, fun activities, PRIZES and
fellowship will be enjoyed before and during the meal. Warm-up your brain to learn
new scriptures this year!
Please remember to thank the adult
Sunday school teachers in your own way
during this month. Everyone is a volunteer
and they do a great job.

There is a Sunday school class for
you! If you have not been a regular attender for awhile, now is the time to join!
Adult classes available and what they are
studying are:
 Anchor: “God’s World and God’s People” Bible study.
 Friendship: “God’s World and God’s
People” Bible study They are meeting
in the library.
 New Covenant: A book study on the
parables.
 Pathfinders: “Names of God” book
study

Fall Mission Project
The Nurture Ministry has chosen the
local Angel Tree project and Neighbors to
support this fall with your Sunday school
donations. 60% of the offering stays for our
church’s needs and 40% is used for the chosen mission project.
In December the children will hold
the annual cookie bake to raise funds for the
Angel Tree as well as using the fall Sunday
school funds.
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MCC School Kits
It’s not too late to pack a school kit!
Bags are available at the church and the
contents are:
 4 spiral or perforated notebooks
 8 unsharpened pencils
 1 ruler, flat & flexible with cm and in.
 12 colored pencils (in packaging)
 1 large pencil eraser
 1 pencil sharpener (metal, 1 or 2 holes)
 2 new black or blue ballpoint pens
Bring these on or before September 9 in
celebration of education around the world!

Pine Village

Et Cetera Shop Employment

Please join Pine Village for its annual
Benefit Day Variety Show on Sunday, September 9 at the Wellness Center. The evening will begin at 6 p.m. and will include a
duet performance by Cindy Bartell and her
granddaughter Carley, plus Debi Lichti will
share her vocal talents, and Donna Stucky,
Kate Eichelberger, Crystal Schwartz and
Ginger Seeber will perform on the piano.
Other talent includes the Moundridge
High School Forensic Students, Rashell
Kaufman sharing her art and photography,
and Janet Johnson sharing a dramatical performance. Plus, Larry Temple, Cameron
Clark and Dawn Abrahams will be emceeing!
A free will donation will be collected
for 2018 Benefit Day Project – a new kitchen
remodel! Bring the family and enjoy an
evening full of talent and fun!

Newton Et Cetera Shop is hiring an
evening clerk & housewares manager for 3040 hours/week. In cooperation with the larger management team, this person receives
and processes donations; trains and supervises volunteers; prepares volunteer projects
and work spaces; helps manage the sales
floor; and participates in regular system evaluation and store planning.
We're also hiring a clothing sorter &
receiver for 12-16 hours/week. Both full job
descriptions and applications are available at
the store (619 N. Main in Newton),
at generalmanager@newtonetceterashop.com
or newtonetceteashop.com.
Applications are due Monday, September 10, and can be submitted in person to
the general manager or by e-mail. Newton Et
Cetera Shop is an equal opportunity employer, committed to employment equity. Newton Et Cetera Shop values diversity and encourages all qualified candidates to apply.

Prairie View Wish List
Is your Sunday School or another
group in your church looking for a giving
project for fall? Does your family have a
tradition of giving to an organization instead
of giving gifts to each other each Christmas? Prairie View, one of WDC's Institutional Partners, has a wish list of recreation
equipment They would appreciate it if you
would donate cash, so they may purchase the
items to "appropriate need and specifications."
Please
go
to www.prairieview.org. Thank you!

Conference Library
New Librarian Hours
Jennie Wintermote, Conference Resource Library Director, will have new hours
starting August 27:
 Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 2:00-3:15pm
 Tuesday and Thursday 8:00-9:15am.
And as always, the library is
open Monday through Friday 8am-5pm; other WDC staff can assist you when Jennie is
not in the library.
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Prayer & Praises
Prayer needs during August:
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Pray for the family of Amanda Nightingale who passed away on August 16.
Her memorial service was held at our
church on Aug. 20. Praise God for a
life well lived for 99 years!
Pray for the recovery of Ken Fast who
had surgery on Aug. 13.
Give God thanks for the great turnout at
the foster family picnic. Pray that God
would use the connections that were
made. Thank God for those who are
willing to be foster families!
Pray for Boyd Koehn as he deals with a
cancer diagnosis. Pray for wisdom and
discernment for the doctors and peace
for Boyd.
Pray for the new school year for all
teachers, staff and students. Pray for
understanding and patience as the
school year progresses.
Pray for our new year of Christian Education. May God be glorified in all that
we do and learn.

What’s up at First Mennonite!
Kid’s Club
Our Wednesday evening Kids Club
will begin September 5 and run through October 24. Kids will learn all about the ultimate playbook God has for each of
them. Gear Up! Get Ready! Game On!
Our Kids Club starts at 5 pm, ending
at 6 pm. Children ages 3 years to 6th grade
are invited to join in the fun! A free supper
for families is provided immediately following at 6 pm.
Registration is available on our
church website or talk with Kaitlen Ortman
or Melanie Haspels if you need more information.

MCC Flatlander Bike Ride
The annual MCC Flatlander Bike
Ride will be Saturday, September 15, originating at the MCC offices, 121 East 30th,
North Newton. Our church will host a SAG
(water and snacks) stop. Cookies, fruit and
water will be handed out to the riders.
Please see the sign-up sheets on the bulletin
board to volunteer time and provide food.
Brochures are on the literature table
with more information or register online at
mcc.org. To contribute, send checks to
MCC and designate Flatlander Bike Ride;
MCC, PO Box 235, North Newton, KS
67117. The Flatlander will raise funds for
water projects in Guatemala this year.
Please be generous!

Poverty Simulation
Our church will be hosting a Cost of
Poverty Experience (COPE) on September
22, from 9:30-11:30 am. Jocelyn Busick
from Care Portal will be facilitating the experience. This is a great opportunity for you
to experience many of the struggles people
living in poverty face on a day-to-day basis.
If you would like to participate,
please see the sign-up sheet in the hallway. If
you have already participated in a poverty
simulation and can volunteer your time for
others to have this experience, sign up on the
sheet as well. Volunteers should arrive at
8:30. Lunch will be provided afterwards. Invite community members! We have room for
80 participants.

Ladies Bible Study
Are you interested in a daytime
women's Bible study later this fall, possibly
late October until Christmas? Talk to Ruth
Mueller for details. Call her at 620-9514113 or chuckandruthmueller@gmail.com.
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Church Council



Minutes from August 27, 2018 meeting:
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The Discernment Team (David Mueller)
reported they are looking for more
members for the social committee.
The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) reported that communion will be Oct. 7 in
conjunction with World Communion
Sunday.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) shared that the foster picnic was a
success. Neighbors store will be cleaning out their summer clothes soon and
will donate those to the Care Closet.
The COPE (Poverty Simulation) will be
on Sept. 22 followed by lunch. They
are beginning to plan Wednesday meals.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller)
shared that the Mission Supper will be
Nov. 9. The funds will be split between
our two MMN partners and the Care
Closet/CarePortal. The Hog Roast is
scheduled for Oct. 21. The Stutzmans
reported on a Wednesday night about
their work in Germany. Possibly will
move our support from the SmithDerksen’s (when their term is completed) to support the Stutzmans.
Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale)
reported that Rosie Epp will share about
her time at the border as well as immigration on Sept. 12. Nurture has been
working on teachers night (Aug. 28),
Christian Education Sunday (Sept. 9)
and Wednesday night Bible study. The
children will be introduced to a new
curriculum, The Gospel Project, beginning Sept. 2. Kids Club begins Sept. 5
with the theme, “Game On.”





The Stewardship Ministry (Alan
Mueller) reported that the MC USA
symbol was installed near the Stauffer
Hall entrance. Repaired two sprinkler
heads and trimmed the trees in the alley. Gregg will organize a crew to
place the new turf in the courtyard
when the weather cools down.
The Worship Ministry (Gregg Dick)
reported that the new monitor is installed in the back of the sanctuary.
Beginning discussion about having special music in worship on occasion.
Debbie asked if the worship ministry
could discuss having children be taper
lighters during worship.
In new business: Lois reported that
Kansas Learning Center for Health will
be showing “Screenagers” a documentary for children ages 10 and up and
their parents. It is about the screen
time children have and the consequences. A wedding will be held in our
church on Nov. 3. Courtney Reep and
Mitch Buchman will use the sanctuary
on Friday, Nov. 2 and Saturday, Nov.
3. We will need to provide a sound
person and a church representative. If
you are interested, please talk with
Debbie.
The next council meeting will be held
September 24 at 7:00 pm

September
Celebrations
1 (A)
2
2 (A)
3 (A)
4 (A)
5
5
5
6
7
8
9
9
9 (A)
10
10
10
11
12
12
12
13
14
15
15 (A)
16
16
16 (A)
17
17
18 (A)
18
18
18
18
19 (A)

Mark & Cheryl Berger
Katherine Ewy
Johnson & Leah Kawanguzi
Marv & Rita Flickinger
Scott & Angela Chandler
Marlo Klassen
Carol Linn
Karen Linn
Scott Mueller
Matthew Balzer
Carrol Flickinger
Bill Ewert
Emmit Jacob
Donald & Laureen Martens
Valerie Keller
Jena Black
Nicholas Schmidling
Kim Brandt
Donald Martens
Shaun Ortman
Marilyn Schrag
Keith Dalke
Kevin Finley
Florence Unruh (92 years)
Robert & Luann Yutzy
Ewan Jacob
Rhonda Regier
Lee & Vivian Snell
Michelle Dalke
MeKial Bliss
Alan & Marilyn Mueller
Elvin Conard
Pam Stucky
Mallory Loflin
Kyndal Lee
Larry & Carrol Flickinger

20
20
21
22
23
23
23 (A)
23 (A)
23 (A)
24 (A)
25
26
26
27
28
28
28
28

Johnathan Haspels
Larry Flickinger
Hannah Sutcliffe
Glenn Mueller
Marvin Flickinger
Jacob Whitesell
Michael & Christine Stahl
Gregg & Julie Dalke
Mike & Jane Fitch
Mark & Shirley Rodenberg
Dale Dick
Ron Dick
Monty Westerman
Ron Gundy
David Mueller
Jesse Mueller
Christian Kloepfer
Mike Fitch
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