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Sunday School—9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service—10:45 a.m. 

“We are a community of 
believers who follow Jesus 
Christ as we receive and 

share God’s love.” 
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We, of First Mennonite Church, 

  Valuing the convictions  
          of our faith, 

  Endeavor to: 
    Engage our members in ministry, 

    Expand community outreach, 

    Embrace new people, 
             In the love of Christ. 

A Taste of Heaven 

 When an admirer asked renowned 

pianist Vladmir Horowitz how he could 

play so beautifully, he’s said to have re-

plied that anyone could play the notes, but 

the true music lay in the pauses between 

them. The same can be said of life. 
 

 

 Rabbi Evan Moffic (Shalom for the 

Heart) writes, “ It is in the pauses — the 

rests, the spaces in between — that mean-

ing is made and that holiness is felt.” Now-

adays we keep so busy there’s hardly a 

pause or space in our day. 
 

 

 “But that’s not the way God creat-

ed us [or] the world,” Moffic continues. 

“God worked, then rested. God created, 

then paused. … Thus, our Sabbath is the 

day when we can marvel at the beauty of 

the world God created. It is the day we en-

joy what the ancient sages called ‘a taste of 

heaven.’ It is a day when we stop thinking 

about the what of life and remind our-

selves of the why of life.”   

 

 

 

Practice the Pause 
 

When in doubt, pause. 

When tired, pause. 

When angry, pause. 

When stressed, pause. 

And whenever you pause, Pray. 
 

-unknown 
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Camp Mennoscah 

 Mental Health Spiritual Retreat at Camp 

Mennoscah on Sept. 3-4--Join us, all people 

affected by mental issues, including friends 

and families!  We will have sessions on the 

theme of Branching Out.  Also part of our 

time together are crafts, a hayrack ride, 

worship, swimming, and time to visit with 

old and new friends!  Register 

online.  Scholarships are available.   

 The annual Women's/Girls Retreat at Camp 

Mennoscah will be held September 8-10. 

The theme this year is "Together: Rooted 

and Reaching" led by Barb Krehbiel 

Gehring. We will also be celebrating 100 

years of Mennonite Women.  Brochures are 

available on the literature table.   

 It's an adventure!  Camp Mennoscah's 

Work & Play Camp is gearing up for 5 

days of adventuresome projects and peo-

ple.  From Sept. 29-Oct. 3, we'll be con-

quering mountains (of tasks) and facing 

down hordes (during coffee breaks) and 

having a grand time.  The only thing that 

could make it better is if you were there, 

too!  This camp is for all ages, all people 

who love Camp Mennoscah, and for any-

one who likes the satisfaction of complet-

ing projects.  There is no cost for this re-

treat and attendees are welcome to come 

for a day or the whole adventure. 

 Scrapbook and Crafts Retreats at Camp 

Mennoscah! There are two retreats this 

fall, Nov. 3-5 and Nov. 17-19, for those 

who are yearning for time to crop and 

craft.  These retreats sometimes fill up and 

we'd be sad not to see you there.   
 

Contact camp at 620-297-3290 or  

campmennoscah.org or 

olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org  

 

Etc. 

 
 The Mennonite, Inc. welcomes 

your original submissions and contribu-

tions for our November 2017 print maga-

zine issue and corresponding online con-

tent focusing on Transition. Submissions 

are due to Editor@TheMennonite.org no 

later than September 8. More details can 

be found online: https://themennonite.org/

november-transitions/ 

 

 

 Those going to Camp Mennoscah 

for the women's/girls retreat on September 

8-10, please note the detour due to 

a bridge being worked on. Alternative 

driving directions and a map are on the 

Camp website at: http://

campmennoscah.org/map/. 

 

 

 Registration is now open: Nov. 18, 

4th biennial Worship and the Arts Sympo-

sium at Bethel College, North Newton. 

“Seasons of the Soul: Enacting the Mys-

tery of Faith,” with special guest presenter 

and resource person Ted Swartz. Symposi-

um registration includes Swartz’s perfor-

mance of “Slightly Left of Normal,” Nov. 

17, in Krehbiel Auditorium (admission 

charge for non-symposium registrants). 

Registration discount for groups of 3 or 

more from a single congregation – for a 

complete schedule and online registration, 

see bethelks.edu/worshiparts 

The Journey 
  
 

 To some degree we 

are always on a journey, or 

multiple journeys, at any 

time. Some are long jour-

ney’s that stretch over the 

span of many years, while 

others are short. The idea 

behind a journey can con-

jure up a variety of different mental im-

ages. For some it immediately elicits 

thoughts of adventure, travel, and excite-

ment. However, for others the same word 

may produce trepidation and visions of 

enduring pain and hardship leaving little 

to be excited about. Perhaps many jour-

neys end up being a mix of both of these 

thoughts!  

 This has been my experience hav-

ing recently completed the journey 

through seminary. There were times of 

great excitement and a deep sense of be-

ing on this God-inspired adventure. 

There were also times of stress and rela-

tive hardship experienced along the way. 

Days where I wondered what I was doing 

there. Upon completing this journey there 

was a sense of accomplishment and also 

anticipation to discover what journey 

God would unveil next?  

 So I find myself in Kansas fully 

embarked upon another journey. Coming 

half way across the country to an area 

where I have no close family has indeed 

been a journey both exciting and scary at 

times. Throughout this process we have 

been amazed at the ways we have felt God 

draw close and provide the way for us. 

When finding housing or a bank willing to 

give us a loan seemed impossible, suddenly 

there was a way. When the task of getting 

our belongings from Virginia to Kansas 

seemed too much, a way was presented. 

When we had almost given up hope of 

Raquel finding work, a call came and with-

in two days she was offered a job. And we 

have felt many other affirmations along the 

way. These have been great reminders of 

God’s faithfulness and we have felt blessed  

in the process.  

 While these have provided helpful 

affirmations for us, we are aware that had 

things worked out differently, or been more 

difficult than anticipated, God would have 

been no less faithful to us. I appreciate the 

reminder in Joshua 1:9 of God’s command 

to be strong and courageous, to not be 

afraid, for the Lord your God will be with 

you wherever you go. It is in this promise 

that we trust not in how things appear to 

being going for us at any one point in time. 

I feel as though this journey is but barely 

started with no end in sight, and I am in-

deed excited to be on this adventure. There 

will be times of relative ease and comfort of 

special moments and joys; however, there 

will also be times of difficulty, sadness, 

loss, and pain. Through it all, I know God 

will be faithful. To God be the glory! 

 A few words about my hope for 

ministry among you. I would describe my 

hopes for ministry here in four P’s: Preach-

ing, Prayer, People, and Patience in no par-

ticular order. I believe that preaching is an 

(continued on page 7) 

mailto:Editor@TheMennonite.org
http://campmennoscah.org/map/
http://bethelks.edu/worshiparts
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Treasurer’s Report 

Budget balance @ 01/01/17 9,606.95 

Jan-June receipts 53,130.85 

Jan-June expenses (60,590.06) 

Budget balance @ 06/30/17 2,147.74 

July receipts  14,243.03 

July expenses (9,973.69) 

Budget balance @ 07/31/17 6,417.08 

Church  

Announcements 

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is 

September 17.  Neighbors needs are 

spaghetti, spaghetti sauce and Hamburg-

er Helper.    

2. The deadline for the October newsletter 

will be September 25.  

3. Offering schedule for September: 

      Sept. 3:      MC USA 

      Sept. 10: Church Budget 

      Sept. 17:  Western District  

      Sept. 24:  Hesston College 

September Calendar 
 

Sept. 2 10:30 am Leah & Johnson’s 

    Wedding 

Sept. 5  7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

Sept. 6  5:00 pm Kids Club 

  6:00 pm Supper for Kids Club 

  TBA Prayer Meeting 

Sept. 10  5:00 pm Fellowship Supper & 

    Visitation Night 

Sept. 11  9:30 am WMS 

Sept. 13  5:00 pm Kids Club 

  6:00 pm Supper for Kids Club 

  TBA Prayer Meeting 

Sept. 14  9:30 am Mom’s Group 

Sept. 17  12:00 pm Carry-in Meal for 

    Christian Ed. Sunday 

Sept. 19  7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

Sept. 20  5:00 pm Kids Club 

  6:00 pm Kids Club Supper 

  TBA Prayer Meeting 

Sept. 25  6:00 pm Nurture & Mission 

    Meetings 

  7:00 pm Church Council 

Sept. 27  5:00 pm Kids Club 

  6:00 pm Kids Club Supper 

  TBA Prayer Meeting 

Sept. 28  9:30 am Mom’s Group 

 

Save the date: Oct. 29—Pumpkin Patch!  

 

**Fall music schedule to be developed soon 

with weekly practices listed in the bulletin.   
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 The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ort-

man) will be meeting Sept. 6.  On Sept. 

10 a supper and visitation fellowship is 

planned.   Meals are being planned for 

the Wednesday evening Bible study.   

 The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightin-

gale) reported that new Sunday school 

furniture has been ordered.  Angel Tree 

and Operation Christmas Child will be 

the fall mission offering.  Adult 

Wednesday Bible study is being 

planned for Oct. 4-Nov. 8.  Circles of 

Grace will be taught 1-2 Sundays to the 

elementary children this year.  Chris-

tian Ed Sunday is Sept. 17 with several 

activities planned for that day, a new 

theme to be presented and a carry-in 

dinner to celebrate.  A Safe Sanctuary 

training will be organized this year.  

Nursery needs are being discussed.     

 The church treasurer (Larry Regier) 

reported the budget balance at the end 

of July was $6,417.08.   

 The Stewardship Ministry (Alan 

Mueller) reported that new quotes for 

pew cushions are being received.  A 

clean-up date is scheduled for Sept. 30.  

Snow removal plans are being dis-

cussed.  A new commercial grade 

sweeper will be purchased.  Conversa-

tion is still happening regarding use of 

the courtyard.  Wish list items shared 

included lights for the sanctuary and 

curtains for the library and the east 

Sunday school rooms.   

 The Worship Ministry (Gregg Dick) 

reported they met with Pastor Steve for 

discussion.   

 Pastor Steve shared that he is being to 

feel settled and getting into a routine.  

Minutes from the August 28 meeting: 
 

 The Discernment Team (Joyce Franz) 

reported that Phil Aylward will move 

to the head usher position.  Reenie 

Fast will help Joyce with library 

tasks.  Kent Dick joined the Nurture 

Ministry and Marilyn Mueller re-

signed.  Remember, anyone is wel-

come to join the ministries at any 

time. Please contact Joyce!   

 The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) 

suggested that a gifts discernment sur-

vey might be good to complete.  They 

will turn in the exit interview with 

Robert to Heidi soon. 

 The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) has a 

working list of those who receive vis-

its.  World Communion will be shared 

Oct. 1.  They finished writing their 

policy and procedures.   

 The Mission Ministry (Dwight 

Mueller) reported the Mission supper 

recipients will be the two MMN fami-

lies we are supporting and the Neigh-

bors store.  A $2000 donation from 

the Mission Fund will be donated to 

the White River Cheyenne Mennonite 

Church and the Everything Beautiful 

Thrift store in Montana where the ser-

vice trip took place in July.  The En-

dowment Fund document is being up-

dated and will be presented to the 

council next month.  The Hog Roast  

committee would like the funds from 

that to go to Peace Connections or 

Circles of Hope this year.   

Church Council Notes 
He expressed how welcoming the 

church has been.  Discussed some of 

his plans moving forward.  Leah will 

give Steve a resource guide for Harvey 

County.   

 In new business Jason shared that he is 

working on getting a screen mounted 

on the balcony.  The IT committee will 

be looking into a remote control for 

that.  Operating the sound system needs 

to be addressed in regards to who will 

do that as well as the location of the 

equipment.  The Christmas tree offer-

ing this year will be for MCC Relief 

Kits. (Editor’s Note: An additional arti-

cle regarding this is on page 9).    

 

The next meeting will be held  

Monday, September 25 at 7 pm.    

 

 

God’s Left Hand 
 

 A 6-year-old and his 

grandma went for a walk one 

autumn day. “Look at the gor-

geous leaves!” Grandma ex-

claimed. “Just think, God painted each one 

of them just for us!” 

  “Yep,” said her grandson, “and he 

did it left-handed.” 

 Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why 

do you think God used his left hand to cre-

ate all this beauty?” 

 “Because,” said the boy matter-of-

factly, “we learned in Sunday school that 

Jesus sits on God’s right one.”  

  

Christmas Tree Offering 
 

 Wow!  Is it time to think of Christ-

mas and our annual tree service already?  

Yes!  MCC is planning to send 83,000 Re-

lief Kits to the Ukraine and Jordan by 

March 2018.  YOU can help!  Please as-

semble one or more kits this fall and bring 

it on December 3 as your offering for the 

Christmas Tree.  This is a great opportunity 

to celebrate the gifts we’ve been given in 

abundance by giving to others.   

 

Relief Kit items include: 

 4 large bars bath soap 

 1 plastic bottle shampoo (13-24 oz. in 

resealable plastic bag) 

 4 large bars laundry soap (Fels Naptha, 

Sunlight, Zote brands or others) 

 4 adult-size toothbrushes 

 4 new bath towels (medium weight, 

dark or bright colors) 

 2 wide-tooth combs (6-8 in) 

 1 fingernail clipper (good quality) 

 1 box adhesive bandages (min. 40 

count, assorted) 

 1 package sanitary pads (18-24 count 

thin maxi) 

 

 The items can be brought in sacks or 

boxes.  MCC will re-pack these items in 5 

gallon buckets.   

 

Thank you in advance 

for your generosity!    
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What’s up at First Mennonite !    
 

 

  

Clean-up Day 
 

 Mark your calen-

dars for Sept. 30.  We 

will have an all church 

clean-up day, both inside 

and out, sponsored by the 

Stewardship Ministry. 

More information to 

come!   

Sunday School  

Fall Mission Project 
 

 The Nurture Ministry has chosen the 

local Angel Tree project and Operation 

Christmas Child to support this fall with 

your Sunday school donations.  65% of the 

offering stays for our church’s needs and 

35% is used for the chosen mission project.  

 In December the children will hold 

the annual cookie bake to raise funds for the 

Angel Tree as well as using the fall Sunday 

school funds.   

 The Operation Christmas Child 

(OCC) project is part of Samaritans Purse 

and involves preparing shoe boxes for chil-

dren in other countries.  There is infor-

mation on the Sunday school bulletin board 

outside the Pastor’s Study with suggestions.  

The deadline for filling boxes is Nov. 12.  

Christian Education Sunday 
 

 We will celebrate our Sunday school 

teachers and introduce our new teachers and 

theme for the school year on Sunday, Sep-

tember 17 during the worship hour.  You 

don’t want to miss it!  A carry-in meal will 

be shared following worship.  Please bring 

a dish or two to share, and to save dish 

washing, bring your own tableware if you 

can! 

 Games, fun activities, PRIZES and 

fellowship will be enjoyed before and dur-

ing the meal. Warm-up your brain to learn 

new scriptures this year!    

 Please remember to thank your own 

Sunday school teachers in your own way 

during this month.  Everyone is a volunteer 

and they do a great job.  

Kids Club 
 

 Kids Club will run for 10 Wednes-

day’s, Sept. 6 to Nov. 8, from 5-6 pm.  All 

children, pre-school through 5th grade are 

welcome.  Please invite your friends and 

neighbors. Currently we have 19 children 

registered! Registration is available on Face-

book or contact Kaitlen or Melanie.  A free 

supper will be provided at 6 pm for the chil-

dren and families participating in Kids Club. 

If you would like to help with the meal, 

please contact Debbie Nightingale. 

Visitation Night 
 

 On September 10 everyone is invited 

for supper at the church at 5 pm.  After sup-

per, we will divide into groups to visit our 

members and friends in the various care fa-

cilities.  Everyone is invited!   

Music at Church  
 

 The music calendar will be distribut-

ed soon. If you would like to join the choir, 

this is a great time to do so! Please contact 

Gregg Dick for more information.  Those 

involved in the bell choir, be on the look-out 

for the first practice!     

Community Mom’s Group 
 

 Did you know that a community 

mother’s group meets in our church?  This is 

a wonderful ministry for mothers and their 

children that happens twice a month!  The 

mothers meet for fellowship and study and 

the children are cared for by volunteers and 

have play-time, a snack and usually a Bible 

lesson and singing.  The first session will be 

Sept. 14 at 9:30 am.  Please contact Melanie 

or Kaitlen if you need more information or 

would like to attend or know of someone to 

invite!   MCC School Kits 
 

 It’s not too late to pack a school kit!  

Bags are available at the church and the 

contents are: 

 4 spiral or perforated notebooks 

 8 unsharpened pencils 

 1 ruler, flat & flexible with cm and in. 

 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 

 1 large pencil eraser 

 

Bring these on September 17 in celebration 

of education around the world!   

Women’s Mission Society 
  

 Women’s Mission Society will meet 

on September 11 at 9:30am for a work day at 

the MCC Center in North Newton.  They 

will enjoy fellowship together following 

with lunch at the Bread Basket in Newton.  

All women of the church are welcome!  If 

you want to car-pool, please meet at the 

church at 9am.     

Nurture Ministry News  

Sunday School 
 

 There is a Sunday school class for 

you! If you have not been a regular attender 

for awhile, now is the time to join!  Adult 

classes available and what they are studying 

are: 

 Anchor: “Covenant with God” Bible 

study. 

 Friendship & Potluck (combining): 

“Covenant with God” Bible study  They 

are meeting in the library. 

 New Covenant: “The Gospel Next 

Door” book study. 

 Pathfinders: “Why in the World” and 

“Brand: New” DVD studies by Andy 

Stanley.  This class has moved to the 

SW Sunday school room. 
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 1 (A) Mark & Cheryl Berger 

 2 Katherine Ewy 

 3 (A) Marv & Rita Flickinger 

 4 (A) Scott & Angela Chandler 

 5 Marlo Klassen 

 5 Carol Linn 

 5 Karen Linn 

 6 Scott Mueller 

 7 Matthew Balzer 

 8 Doris Ewy (98 years) 

 8 Carol Flickinger 

 9 Bill Ewert 

 9 (A) Donald & Laureen Martens 

10 Valerie Keller 

10 Jena Black 

10 Nicholas Schmidling 

11 Kim Brandt 

12 Donald Martens 

12 Shaun Ortman 

12 Marilyn Schrag 

13 Keith Dalke 

14 Kevin Finley 

15  Florence Unruh (91 years)  

15 (A) Robert & Luann Yutzy 

16 Rhonda Regier 

16 (A) Lee & Vivian Snell 

17 Michelle Dalke 

17 MeKial Bliss 

18 (A) Alan & Marilyn Mueller 

18 Elvin Conard 

18 Pam Stucky 

18 Mallory Loflin 

18 Kyndal Lee 

September 

Celebrations  
important aspect of ministry and one that I 

desire to improve on as I grow. 2 Timothy 

4:2 “Preach the message; be persistent 

whether the time is favorable or unfavora-

ble; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with 

the utmost patience in teaching.” This 

verse also leads us to patience. We serve a 

patient God.  The Bible reveals how God 

works things out in His own time and is 

slow to anger, abounding in love. I believe 

that patience is an important aspect of min-

istry and I will seek to be a patient pastor. I 

desire to be in prayer both with you and for 

you as a pastor. I believe that prayer is also 

a vital aspect of a healthy ministry.  In ad-

dition, people are very important to me and 

I deeply desire to get to know all of you 

much better over time, and to walk with 

you in life’s journeys as I can. I also want 

to find ways to connect with others in our 

community and surrounding area.  

 As of now my office hours will be 

Tuesday 9-2 and Thursday 8-11 and 12-3. I 

encourage anyone who would like to meet 

to stop by during these times. If these times 

do not work for you, please call and I am 

happy to find a time that will work.  

 In the peace of Christ, 

                                              -Pastor Steve 

Prayer & Praises 
Prayer needs during August:  

 

 Give thanks for Pastor Steve, Raquel, 

Ethan and Eli Wilcox who have joined 

us in ministry together!   

 Pray for Leah Mueller and Johnson Ka-

wanguzi who were married on Septem-

ber 2  in our church.  Pray for God’s 

leading in their new life together.   

 Praise God for the marriage of Cody 

Dyck to Michelle on August 23!   

 Pray for John Will who is recovering 

from colon cancer surgery.  Pray for 

strength and a rapid recovery.  Praise 

God that all the scans were clear!  

 Pray for Melissa Clarkson who has been 

diagnosed with a very fast growing brain 

tumor and is currently receiving chemo 

and radiation.  Pray for healing, strength 

and peace for Melissa and for the entire 

family. 

 Pray for Ruby Buller who is losing her 

eyesight due to macular degeneration 

and has given up driving.  Also, Ruby 

lost a sister-in-law, Ada Koehn, last 

month which makes 3 losses for their 

family since the spring.   

 Doris Ewy has been diagnosed with the 

early stages of leukemia.  Pray for com-

fort and strength for Doris. 

 Pray for Kelsie (Denice’s friend) who 

lost an aunt in a car accident and in a 

separate accident a niece was involved 

and remains in a coma and is pregnant.  

They all live in London. 

 Pray for Marilyn Auernheimer who lost 

an aunt in Rhode Island last month.   

 

(continued from page 2) 
19 (A) Larry & Carol Flickinger 

20 Johnathan Haspels 

20 Larry Flickinger 

21 Hannah Sutcliffe 

22 Glenn Mueller 

23 Marvin Flickinger 

23 Jacob Whitesell 

23 (A) Michael & Christine Stahl 

23 (A) Gregg & Julie Dalke 

23 (A) Mike & Jane Fitch 

24 (A) Mark & Shirley Rodenberg 

25 Dale Dick 

26 Ron Dick 

26 Monty Westerman 

27 Ron Gundy 

28 David Mueller 

28 Jesse Mueller 

28 Christian Kloepfer 

28 Mike Fitch 

Slow but Steady 
 

 There is progress in a Christian’s life 

when he may not seem to be going ahead — 

like a canal boat in a lock, when it stands still 

but is rising all the time. 
 

—D.L. Moody 


