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16th-Century Guidance
for Today
How can we
know whether we’re
following God’s will?
Sometimes we act, only to see in hindsight
that we caused harm.
Or self-righteousness
blinds us to the good
guidance of others.
St. Ignatius of Loyola pondered the
difficulty of aligning our actions to God’s
ways. He taught the need for “discernment
of spirits” — examining internal thoughts
and emotions to see if they originate with
and lead to God. Ignatius called it
“consolation” when he felt loved by God
and eager to care for people in need, and
“desolation” when something left him full
of darkness and fear that moved him away
from God and neighbor.
Think of a time you made a decision and then felt peaceful, full of light,
convinced it was “right.” And when have
you done something despite feeling tangled in knots about it, and perhaps later
felt worse? Life isn’t always so clear-cut,
but the more we practice discernment, the
better we will recognize and follow God’s
will.

The Church
Corner
October 2018
Volume 42, Number 9

First Mennonite Church

427 West Fourth
Halstead, KS 67056
www.firstmennonitehalstead.org
Steve Wilcox, Pastor
Office Phone (316) 835-2282
Steve’s Cell (316)-322-5651
rskw13@gmail.com
Sunday School—9:30 a.m.
Worship Service—10:45 a.m.

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”

World Communion Sunday:
October 7, 2018

We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Being Offended
No one likes being offended. The
reality is in life, at one point or another,
we will be offended by someone. How
will we handle that? What things in our
lives will have built a character within us
to handle that well?
The news recently reported about
a school where a few students complained about being offended by homecoming. They were offended that only
two people are chosen for homecoming
king and queen. In response to these kids
being offended, the school chose to no
longer have a homecoming king and
queen. This bothers me, not because I
think it’s important to have a homecoming king and queen. Rather, because of
what I fear this new trend in our country
is teaching our children, and adults as
well. That when anything offends us we
can complain and someone will change it.
Largely I fear what this is changing within the church, as the gospel by its very
nature is an offensive message. 1 Peter
2:7-8 says, “But for those who do not
believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,’” and
“a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they
disobey the word. Jesus was the rock of
offense, he was offensive to many
throughout his ministry especially the
religious leaders. When Jesus said; “I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through
me” (John 14:6), it was narrow, it excluded people, it was offensive to those who

choose not to believe. What happens when
we live out this offensive message in a society that seeks to immediately change anything
people find offensive?
I fear what this is doing to our theology and our scriptures. As an example, several
denominations have chosen to remove from
scripture, songs, creeds and so on, all reference to God as Father or any use of male pronouns for God because some find it offensive.
I understand the sentiment behind this, that
the scriptures were written in a hierarchical
society that elevated male status. In our modern society we strive for more equality, of
which I am all for. However, I don’t think
losing the intimate portrait of God as Father is
our answer to advancing gender equality, and
I also don’t think this teaches a healthy response to being offended.
I am in no way advocating for anyone
to be intentionally offensive to anyone. And
when people are offended I think it should be
cared for in deeply compassionate, loving,
and humble ways. Jesus exhibited this care,
but he also did not back down from His powerful and challenging message. 2 Corinthians
12:10 says; "For the sake of Christ, then I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am
weak, then I am strong." When we turn our
eyes to the Lord and look to please Him only,
we can stand strong in the face of adversity.
This is the message, and the character, I think
we should desire to see formed within our
children and in ourselves today.
Blessings!
Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah




We're at Fall Fest! Camp Mennoscah
will have a booth at Bethel College's Fall
Festival on Saturday, October 6. The
booth will feature monstrous monster
cookies, water, and camp souvenirs for
sale. Stop to say howdy, buy a cookie or
70th anniversary tee shirt and then head
off to your next Fall Fest adventure!
Fall Scrapbook and Crafts Retreats are
nearly half-full! These retreats at Camp
Mennoscah are Oct. 26—28 and Nov. 24 and are a hootin' good time to work on
your scrapbook or your favorite craft--or
just
spend
time
relaxing
with
friends! Register online.

Contact us at:
www.campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3014

Women’s Conference
Register now for Women Doing Theology Nov 8-10 to join MC USA's Women in
Leadership in building upon a history of Anabaptist theologians, ministers, teachers, activists, creatives and many others gathering to
do theological work born out of women's experiences. Find out more and register at
http://mennoniteusa.org/wdt18.

“The more we pray, the more we
come to the heartbeat of God.”
—Richard J. Foster
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Giving Opportunity
The worst monsoon flooding in a
century has damaged roads, homes and
sources of income for hundreds of thousands
of people in the Kerala state of India. As displaced people are returning to their homes,
Mennonite Central Committee is working
with Gilgal Mission Trust in India to provide
tarps, food baskets, cooking utensils, and
cleaning and hygiene items. Donations to
support the response can be given online
at mcc.org/india-flooding; by phone at 888563-4676; or by mail to MCC U.S., 21 S.
12th St., PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501.

Conference Opportunity
Cultivating Generous Congregations is a 2-day event for pastors and church
members who believe that giving is part of
pastoral care and discipleship. Normally,
this conference is $250, but through the generous support of a grant from Lake Institute
on Faith & Giving, this November 9-10 event
is only $50 per ministry team at the Cross
Winds Conference Center, Hesston, KS. For
more information and to register, by October
30, contact Mitch Stutzman at 316-283-3800
or mitch.stutzman@everence.com.

Pine Village Benefit Day
Be sure to mark your calendar for the
final Benefit Day Event for Pine Village –
Dinner & Auction on Thursday, October 25.
All proceeds from all the Benefit Day events
go towards total kitchen renovation. Your
continued support is always greatly appreciated!
11

Swiss Mennonite Banquet
“Anabaptist History: Trachselwald
Castle and Other Events in the Emmental” is
the topic and the title of their message is
“Schloss Trachselwald: The Conversion of
a Prison Tower of Anabaptist Persecution
into and Anabaptist Museum” at the Swiss
Mennonite Cultural and Historical Association fall banquet on Thursday, October 18,
2018 at 6:00 p.m. by speakers Don and Joanne Hess Siegrist, PA. Dinner is $20 per
plate and will be held at Memorial Hall on
the Bethel College campus.
RSVP by
phone or text to Barbara Stucky at 620-3860186 before Friday, October 12. All wanting to learn more about the early Anabaptist
story are welcome.
The Siegrists will speak the next
day, Friday, October 19, at Bethel College
Convocation at 11:00 at Krehbiel Auditorium on “Building a Bridge Back to Switzerland.” Free and open to all students and the
public.

October Calendar
Oct. 2
Oct. 3

Church
Announcements
Little Women
Bethel College Music and Theater
present Little W omen on Friday, Oct. 5,
7:30 p.m., Sat., Oct. 6, 3:30 p.m., Sun.,
Oct. 7, 3 p.m. (NOTE TIME CHANGE),
Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts
Center at Bethel College. Tickets at
Thresher Shop in Schultz Student Center,
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m., or a minimum of
one hour before showtime in the LFAC
ticket office, subject to availability.

The Misanthrope
Bethel College Fall Festival
Fall Festival activities at Bethel College will be October 4-7 with most events
on Saturday, Oct. 6. The presidential inauguration for Jonathan C. Gering will be Sunday, Oct. 7 at 10 am in Memorial Hall. For
more information see www.bethelks.edu/
fallfest/
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Hesston College Theatre presents
it's fall comedy, The Misanthrope, for four
performances Oct. 4 to 7. The play, by Moliere, is a 17th century comedy with a playful 21st century twist. Showtime on Oct. 4
to 6 is 7 p.m. and 2 p.m. on Oct. 7. All performances are in the Keim Center Black
Box Theatre on the Hesston College campus. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for
students, and can be purchased in advance
through the Hesston College Bookstore at
620-327-8105

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
October 21. Neighbor s needs ar e
shampoo and crackers.
2. The deadline for the November newsletter is October 29.
3. Offering schedule for October:
Oct. 7: MC USA
Oct. 14: Chur ch Budget
Oct. 21: Hog Roast
Oct. 28: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence

Treasurer’s Report

7:45am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Oct. 4-7
Oct. 7
10:45 am
3-7 pm
Oct. 8
Oct. 10

Oct. 11
Oct. 14
Oct. 16
Oct. 17

Oct. 21
Oct. 22

9:30 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
6:45 pm
7:45 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
5-7 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
7:45 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Supper
Adult Bible Study
Music Practice
BC Fall Festival
Communion
P & M Pumpkin Patch
Outing
WMS
Kids Club
Supper
Adult Bible Study
Music Practice
Mom’s Group
Celebration Song Sing
Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Supper
Bible Study
Music Practice
Hog Roast
Mission & Nurture
Church Council
Kids Club
Supper
Bible Study
Music Practice
Mom’s Group
Early Birds Breakfast
Prayer Meeting
Music Practice
Music Practice

Budget balance @ 01/01/18 10,929.63
January-July receipts
66,579.01
January-July expenses
(63,964.59)
Budget balance @ 07/31/18 13,544.05
August receipts
8,076.36
August expenses
(9,423.85)
Budget balance @ 08/31/18 12,196.56

Oct. 24

“Looking back over a lifetime, you
see that love was the answer to
everything.”

Looking Ahead:
Nov. 10
Mission Supper

Oct. 25
Oct. 30
Oct. 31

—Ray Bradbury
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Prayer & Praises
Prayer needs during September:










Continue praying for Melissa Clarkson
and her family. Pray that God will
move in a powerful way as Melissa’s
health is in decline. Pray that God will
bring relief and recovery, wisdom to the
doctors, peace and resilience to the family. May God hold Garris and Liara
close during this time. Pray that God
will guide the family and all who surround them in the decisions they face.
Keep Boyd Koehn in your prayers as
the doctors discern how best to treat the
tumor on his spine. May God bring
healing and relief from the pain associated with this.
Pray for healing from knee replacement
surgery for Pauline Regier and Lois
Loflin.
Continue praying for Marilyn Auernheimer’s healing from a muscle tear in her
hip. Pray that the physical therapy will
be successful.
Please pray for Marilyn Auernheimer’s
friend Helen. She will have open heart
surgery and two other members of her
family are having surgery the same
week. May they all experience healing
and peace during this time.

Harvey County
Rural School Reunion
The annual Harvey County Rural
School Reunion will be held on Sunday,
October 28, 2018, in the Grand Central
Newton Area Senior Center, 122 E. 6th,
Newton, starting at 12:30 pm. Please bring
table service and a dish to share. Drinks
will be furnished. All that are interested in
rural schools are invited. For more information call Carol Rose, 316-835-2821

Year of Evangelism

Comforter Mini Blitz

As part of WDC's Year of Evangelism, join brothers and sisters in Christ
for: Telling the Jesus Story, a seminar focused
on testimony, to be held October 26-27 at
Iglesia Luz del Evangelio in Dallas
TX. Keynote speaker: John Garland, pastor
of San Antonio Mennonite Church. A van
from the Newton, KS area is an option for
traveling together with others. More information and registration at: mennowdc.org/year

A Comforter Mini Blitz will be held
Friday, October 12 from 9 am to 5 pm and
Saturday, October 13 from 8 am to 4 pm. At
the MCC Material Resources Center, 121 E.
30th Street, North Newton, KS. If you can tie
a knot, you can tie a comforter! Come and
join in the fun at this relaxed, come-and-go
event. Bring your friends and family – all
ages are welcome! Please bring a snack to
share and a sack lunch/supper. Drinks will
be provided.

-of-evangelism/

Prayers for Peace
Prayers for Peace, a service planned
by the Newton, KS Mennonite churches,
will take place on Sunday, October 7, 7 pm
at New Creation Mennonite Fellowship.
You are all invited to this time of scripture,
prayer, music, and reflection.

Servant Leadership
From Christ’s perspective, a true
leader is a servant, committed to the success of each individual in the group. Jesus
did not criticize his disciples’ desire to
lead; he just showed them how to do it by
washing their feet. ... The essence of spiritual leadership, therefore, is following Jesus and serving people. People rebel
against controlling leaders, but it is impossible to rebel against a servant.

Travel Opportunity
See the world-famous Oberammergau Passion play in Bavaria, Germany in
2020. Join tour host Pastor Weldon Martens
of Grace Hill Mennonite Church on a tenday tour to Germany, France, and Switzerland for the Oberammergau Passion Play,
August 15-25, 2020. The Passion Play first
held in 1634 is held every ten years. We will
see the Swiss Alps, the Black Forest, German Castles, and enjoy a Rhine River Cruise.
Daily devotions led by Pastor Weldon. The
tour is limited to 25 travelers. See the tour
brochure
and
register
at www.travelwithweldon.com or contact
Pastor Weldon for a brochure or information
at weldon.martens@gmail.com or 402-2029276.

Kansas People’s Hearing
The Kansas Poor People's Campaign
will host a Kansas People's Hearing on
Monday, October 8, 6:30 pm at the WSU
Metroplex (5015 E 29th St N., Wichita). This event will be another opportunity to
further lift up voices in our State that typically do not get heard. National Co-Chairs
Revs. William Barber & Liz Theoharis will
be present and supporting the continued
work of combating Poverty, Racism, War
Spending, & Destruction of Mother Earth!
For more information, visit the Kansas People's
Hearing
Facebook
Event:
www.facebook.com/
events/2105106039706562

—Geoff Gorsuch, Brothers! Calling Men
Into Vital Relationships
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Stick with It!
“If I’ve learned
anything about friendship, it’s to hang in, stay
connected,” says journalist Jon Katz. “Don’t walk
away, don’t be distracted,
don’t be too busy or
tired, don’t take them for
granted. Friends are part
of the glue that holds life
and faith together.”
This applies to church life too.
When we’re annoyed by some aspect of
congregational life or caught in conflict
with other members, it’s tempting to drift
away to another church — or no church.
Even when all is fine, we sometimes let
church take a back seat. But our bonds with
the family of God are “part of the glue that
holds life and faith together.” For the sake
of the benefits we gain and give, may we
“hang in [and] stay connected” with our
church family. May we not “walk away [or]
be distracted, ... be too busy or tired.” May
we not take one another for granted but
thank God for this “glue” — even when
things get a bit sticky!
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What’s up at First Mennonite!
Wednesday Activities
Kids Club continues through October
24 at 5 pm each Wednesday. Kids are learning about the ultimate playbook God has for
each of them.
Adult Bible Study also continues
through October 24 at 7 pm. The adults are
looking at “All the Places to Go, How Will
You Know?” by John Ortberg.
Supper will continue until October 24
and then be extended for two Wednesday’s
during November, Nov. 7 & 14. There will
be no supper on Oct. 31. Supper begins at 6
pm.
Bell practice, choir practice and
praise team meet as scheduled at 8 pm.

P & M Pumpkin Ranch
Outing

Ladies Bible Study
Are you interested in a daytime
women's Bible study later this fall, possibly
late October until Christmas? Talk to Ruth
Mueller for details. Call her at 620-9514113 or chuckandruthmueller@gmail.com.

Celebration:
An Evening of Singing
Mark your calendars for October 14.
We will have our second evening of singing
at the church beginning at 6:45 pm with a
fellowship time following. You don’t want
to miss it! Invite your friends.

Join your church family at P & M
Pumpkin Ranch (311 16th Avenue,
Moundridge) on Sunday, October 7 from 3-7
pm. We have a campfire spot reserved and
will be roasting hot dogs and marshmallows,
along with other food items for supper.
Mention First Mennonite at the ticket counter and you’ll receive a discount on admission. There are activities for all ages! Please
sign-up on the sheet in the hallway for food
planning.
5

Church Council



Minutes from September 24, 2018 meeting:
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The Discernment Team (David Mueller)
reported they are still looking for more
members for the social committee.
They are also seeking a new representative to the Pine Village Board beginning
in March.
The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) will
be looking at the pastor annual review
form. There was also discussion about
finalizing ministry policy’s.
The Care Ministry (Pastor Steve) shared
they are planning communion for Oct. 7
and working on visiting schedules and
card writing.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) said the COPE simulation went
well. The P & M Pumpkin Ranch outing is Oct. 7. The Wednesday night
suppers will continue for two weeks in
November, Nov. 7 & 14.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller)
did not have anything new to report.
Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale)
is planning Circles of Grace training in
the spring. Christmas program planning
has begun. The proposed date for the
program is Dec. 16. There is conversation regarding having the children and
the choir sing together.
The church treasurer (Larry Regier)
shared the budget balance is $12,196.
The Stewardship Ministry (Dwight
Mueller) has not met recently so there
was nothing new to share.





The Worship Ministry (Gregg Dick) is
planning for the rest of this year. They
archived music and are planning a
“Celebration” song sing the evening of
Oct. 14. Every fifth Sunday continues
to be a music worship service.
Pastor Steve reported about Care Portal
requests recently. He will begin the
missional discipleship group (MSG’s)
orientation this week. Ron Colbert has
asked for more Bibles to hand out to
truckers he meets.
In new business: There was conversation about a church email address.
There was discussion about how to involve and include new attenders.
The next council meeting will be held
Tuesday, October 23 at 7:00 pm.

October
Celebrations
1
1
1
2
3
4
4
4 (A)
5
7
7 (A)
7
8
8 (A)
8
9 (A)
10
10
11 (A)
11
12
12
12 (A)
13
13
13
14
15
16
18 (A)
18
19
20
22
22

Jake Nightingale
Deanna Sutcliffe
Kristen Linn
Linda Aylward
Kenneth Holzrichter
Lynda Schroeder
Brian Keller
Derek & Meredith Keller
John Vogt
Orville Voth
Charlie & Melody Robinson
Dennis Holzrichter
Jim Ellis
Joel & Barb Ewert
Julia Kaufman
Bill & Anna Lee Ewert (64 years)
Sue Conard
Autumn Schowalter
Don & Arnita Haury (52 years)
Julianne Ramsey
Dale Ortman
Ralph Janzen
Mark & Kim Brandt
Allen Unruh
Audra Black
Dustin Jones
Dan Mueller
Ryan Stucky
Traci Dumond
Jim & Rachel Ellis
Kody Keiser
Duane Regier
Michael Regier
Lorraine Siemens (91 years)
Katie Holub

23
23
25
27
27 (A)
31

Kristen Finley
Emma Rose Allen
Richard Stucky
Mike Westerman
Quinn & Katie Holub
Audrey Snell

Benefit Dinner
The
annual
Instituto
Bíblico
Anabautista
(IBA)
benefit dinner will
take place Friday, October 19 at 6:30 pm at
First
Mennonite
Church in Newton,
KS. A smothered
pork burrito dinner will be prepared and
served by Chef Carlos Lujano. (Meatless
burritos available by request.) A program
will follow, featuring a dance performance
by the children of Iglesia Menonita Casa
Betania, IBA graduation of Casa Betania
Students, Students testimonies, and some
words and greetings from director, Marco
Güete. Dinner is by donation. This is a great
opportunity for a Sunday School class, small
group or individuals to come, to support and
hear how IBA is equipping Hispanic leaders
in Mennonite Church USA for ministry. IBA is a program of Mennonite Education Agency’s Hispanic Ministries for Leadership Development and Pastoral Education.
For inquires contact Violeta Ajquejay
Suastegui at: 316-281-4342 or VioletaA@MennoniteEducation.org.
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