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Greet God
A Facebook acquaintance who’s in
the ministry shared an interesting bit of culture from his time in Germany. By way of
greeting, instead of “Guten Morgen” or
“Hallo,” locals often said “Grüße Gott” —
literally, “Greet God.” My friend took it to
be a vestige of old, much as the English
“goodbye” emerged from “God be with ye.”
Though most people probably say
“Grüße Gott” without much thought, my
friend pondered: How might our encounters
change if we heard in our greetings an invitation to “greet God” in the other person and
in our shared interactions? What if we truly
believed God was present in others and in
the space between us? Jesus said when we
welcome another, we welcome him. If Jesus
came physically to our door, how would we
welcome him? Can we treat the person before us that very way?
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Sunday School at 9:15 am
Worship at 10:30 am and
Live Streaming at 10:30 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Giving Thanks
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
His love endures forever.
1 Chronicles 16:34
The seasons just keep rolling
along, almost too fast it seems at times, as
I am sitting here looking at the snow falling in October! It seems like just a few
days ago it was summer and over 90 degrees out. Now it’s almost time for
Thanksgiving, which seems to then roll
right into Advent and Christmas.
Thanksgiving is a great opportunity for us to consider how we give thanks.
As I was thinking about that question,
“How do we give thanks?” I pictured a
typical, perhaps, Thanksgiving dinner
scene where everyone gathered is asked
to share something they are thankful for. I
don’t know about you, but this sometimes
makes me feel a bit rushed or panicked
and I have to come up with something
fast. How freely am I then giving my
thanks? Is it out of a sense of obligation,
or is it out of an overflow of thankfulness? Do I really recognize all that God
has given me? I mean...all of it?
The act of giving a gift is a special
process. In order for us to truly give
something, it can’t be done out of a sense
of obligation. When we choose to give
something, it’s more out of a sense of surrendering something. We give a gift when
we present something voluntarily without
expecting anything in return.
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So my goal for this month as I enter
November and leading up to Thanksgiving
is to not wait to be asked what I’m thankful
for. I want to not panic to come up with a
few things at the Thanksgiving table; rather,
take time along the way to truly give my
thanks. Our God has blessed us abundantly!
So let's give Him our thanks!
-Blessings, Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah

KIPCOR



A recording of Camp Mennoscah's annual meeting is available on YouTube
at https://youtu.be/gWLZ8tXyBcM and
on Camp Mennoscah's Facebook page.



Another Work and Play Day at Camp
Mennoscah has been completed! Thank
you to all the volunteers for the work
done and your great company. Your
support is valued more than you might
imagine. (And think BIG x 100.) You
are the greatest!



Camp Mennoscah is a year-round
campground! Ask about winterized facilities or conquer the prairie wilds in a
tent. It's a whole new world in the winter--and available for you!
Contact
Camp Mennoscah at 620-297-3290 to
make a reservation.

The KIPCOR
Peace Lecture series
presents journalist and
best-selling author Sarah Smarsh, in an
online
format
on
Thursday, November 5
at 7pm. Smarsh is the
author of two acclaimed books on poverty and class in America, Heartland: A
Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke
in the Richest Country on Earth and, just
released, She Come By It Natural: Dolly
Parton and the Women Who Lived Her
Songs. To register for the Zoom link, go to
kipcor.org, click on the event and scroll
down to the “Register Now” button.

The Simplest Prayer…..An eccentric blind man nick-

Thank You!
I want to thank the church for the wonderful
and generous pastor appreciation gift!
Thanks to all of the different commissions for the wonderful cards and kind
words. I have also appreciated the cards that
people have given to me during this month. I
have felt very blessed by all of this, and continue to feel honored and blessed to be your
pastor. Thank you all very much!
- Pastor Steve

named Joybubbles reportedly loved Mr. Rogers so much he listened to 10 hours of the TV show daily until he’d heard them
all. One night, when Joybubbles was in a kind of awake dream
state, he said Mr. Rogers visited him and offered to teach him
how to pray. Joybubbles protested that he couldn’t pray because he always forgot the words. To which Mr. Rogers said
not to worry; the prayer he’d teach had only three words. “What
kind of prayer has only three words?” Joybubbles asked.
“Thank you, God,” Mr. Rogers replied.
—adapted from The W ired W ord
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The Discernment Team (Gregg Dick reporting for David) was asked to find a
replacement for Joyce Franz as librarian.
They are still looking for someone to fill
the Tech position.
The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) met
again with Marv Zehr to go over the pastoral evaluation.
The Care Ministry (Ron Dick) shared that
communion went well. They have helped
a community member with electric bills.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) reported that P&M Pumpkin Ranch
outing was well attended. Candy was
purchased for the USD 440 teachers. The
foster night event was cancelled. Hopefully it will be rescheduled.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller)
reported that the Hog Roast was cancelled but funds were designated to Camp
Mennoscah. All are encouraged to give
generously to Camp. The committee will
meet soon to discuss the Mission Supper.
(Update: the Mission Supper was also
cancelled for this year).
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale) reported that the children’s classes
will now meet back in their classrooms.
The Anchor class has asked to remain in
Stauffer Hall with a DVD series. Options
will be given to them to decide a series.
The children’s Christmas program will
likely be a video production. New TV’s
and DVD players were purchased/











donated for two classrooms. New white
boards were installed in two classrooms.
The Promises of God emails are about
halfway completed.
The Church Treasurer (Larry Regier)
shared the budget balance at the end of
September was $17,873.49.
Stewardship Ministry (James Nightingale) reported they are still waiting on a
third painting quote. There has been
more disinfecting of the church facility.
The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen)
reported they will begin planning for
Thanksgiving and Advent.
Pastor Steve reported that the Covid
emergency task force met for discussion.
(Update: A church wide email was sent
to share news about Pastor Steve’s negative Covid test result and why church
was cancelled at the last minute on Oct.
18). It was suggested to have door signs
made to use if we need to cancel unexpectedly again.
New Business: The pastoral review was
discussed in depth and a plan was made
to have Marv Zehr report to the congregation during the Sunday school hour on
November 8.
Next meeting: November 23 at 7:30 pm.

November Calendar
Nov. 4
Nov. 8

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:45 am

Church Announcements
1. The Neighbors Store is in need of green
beans, pork & beans and Spam.
2. The deadline for the December newsletter
is November 20 (earlier than usual).
3. Offering schedule for November:
Nov. 1: MCUSA
Nov. 8: Har vest Mission
Nov. 15: Chur ch Budget
Nov. 22: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
Nov. 29: Chur ch Budget

Nov. 10
Nov. 10-12
Nov. 11 6:30 pm
Nov. 18 6:30 pm
Nov. 22 6:00 pm
6:00 pm
Nov. 23 6:00 pm
7:30 pm
Nov. 24 7:45 am
Nov. 25 6:30 pm

Prayers & Praises

Treasurer’s News
The offering schedule for November
is above. Your offerings may be sent directly
to James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake,
Burrton, KS 67020, placed in James’ church
mailbox or in the offering box on the usher’s
table. Thank you for your faithful giving.

Budget balance @ 01/01/20
9,960.80
January–August receipts
83,180.42
January–August expenses
(77,814.02)
Budget balance @ 08/31/20 15,327.20
September receipts
14,142.53
September expenses
(11,596.24)
Budget balance @ 09/30/20 17,873.49

Prayer Meeting
Pastoral Evaluation
Report from Marv Zehr
Mom’s Group
Jr. High Youth Group
Early Birds Breakfast
MCC Meat Canning
Prayer Meeting
Prayer Meeting
Mom’s Group
Jr. High Youth Group
Nurture Meeting
Church Council
Early Birds Breakfast
Prayer Meeting

Note: There will be NO Mission Supper this
year due to the pandemic.



Treasurer’s Report
Don’t forget
to set your
clocks back
one hour on
October 31!

6:30 pm
9:15 am









Please keep the family of Joyce Franz in
prayer as they grieve the loss of Joyce in a
car accident on Oct.17. The family plans a
private graveside service in a few weeks
and will have a celebration of her life at the
church in 2021.
Continue to pray for Duane Regier as his
treatment for cancer continues. Pray for
Duane’s strength and peace and wisdom for
his doctors.
Praise God for the announcement of a baby
due in April to David & Brocia Mueller.
Praise God for the successful surgery for
Marylin Balzer. Continue to pray for her
recovery.
Pray for John Will who will have hip replacement surgery on October 29.
Pray for Ruth Jacob, cousin to Kris Mueller,
as she recovers from back surgery last
month.
3

MC USA News

MCC Meat Canning

Articles to read and ponder on the MC
USA website include:
Pastor Sandy Drescher-Lehman and
her husband, John, realized that when
they stepped out of the way, God began
a good work – right in their own backyard.https://www.mennoniteusa.org/
hipcampers.
 A new video series from Mennonite
Church USA showcases the stories of
Mennonites who are advocating for
immigration justice and demonstrating
radical hospitality. Visit the Learn,
Pray, Join web page for these and other
resources:
https://
www.mennoniteusa.org/immigration/.
 Safwat Marzouk, associate professor at
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, urges us to consider how the demographic changes in North America
are providing an opportunity to recover
a biblical vision of the church. Read his
blog, “A church that embodies immigration justice and radical hospitality” at https://www.mennoniteusa.org/
menno-snapshots/church-embodiesimmigration-justice-radicalhospitality/


Giving Tuesday 2020 is Dec. 1. Live out
your call to participate in and support the
work of God. Visit MennoniteMission.net/
GivingTuesday.

The Mennonite Central Committee
Meat Canning will be held at the MCC Center in North Newton from November 10-12.
Work will begin at 7 am and a time commitment can vary from a few hours to most
of the day. The canner will be completing 4
batches per day, rather than 6-7 batches as
was done in previous years. Meat canning
workers will be more spread out during the
work shifts to promote social distancing.
There is still a domestic and international need for MCC canned meat, so let’s
do all that we CAN (pun intended)!
Please contribute your labor and
your monetary resources. Please write
checks to First Mennonite Church, with
meat canning in the memo. Place these in
the offering box by November 15 or as soon
as possible. For more information speak
with Chuck Mueller at 620-951-4142.

Miss no single opportunity of making some
small sacrifice, here by a smiling look, there
by a kindly word; always doing the smallest
right and doing it all for love.
—St. Therese of Lisieux
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November
Celebrations
1
1
2
2
4
5
6
6
6
6
6
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
12
12
12 (A)
13
14
15
15
18 (A)
18
20
20
20
21
22

Megan Ortman
Bennett Mueller
Duane Knoll
Kenneth Black
Cole Finley
Stacey Hackler
Ron Colbert
Gregg Dick
Allie Linscheid
Joshua Stucky
Shaun Whitesell
Chuck Haspels
Cody Dyck
John Auernheimer
Rachel Ellis
Jane Fitch
Alex Stucky
Beth Nemeth
Melanie Haspels
Steven Ewy
Richard Regier
Leah Koehn
Amber Lintz
John & Jo Pjesky (67 years)
Matthew Finley
Paul Kaufman
Waldon Regier
Marion Rice
Ron & Sara Dick
Reuben Kawanguzi
Ken Fast
Rita Mueller
Charles Robinson
David Wiens
Maliki Kawanguzi

23 (A)
23
25
27
27
29
29
30 (A)
30
30
30

Tom & Tina Koehn
Bart Regier
Ruth Stucky
Robert Koehn
John Back
Ruth Mueller
Ian Navarro
Delton & Denice Klassen
Marilyn Auernheimer
Arletta McGinn
Wilma Mueller

Pastoral Review
The Vision Team has completed
the Pastor/Congregation review for 2020
and Western District Conference consultant, Marv Zehr, has compiled a summary
based on your responses.
During the Sunday school hour on
November 8 (9:15 am) Marv will present
the summary. We hope to have a Zoom
option for those who wish to participate
remotely. The Zoom meeting information
will be sent out prior to Nov. 8. Please direct any questions or comments to Jason
Smoker.
We will have a vote to affirm Pastor Steve’s next three years at Halstead
First Mennonite Church sometime in the
weeks following the review presentation.
Thank you for your participation in the review process.
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