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Sunday School—9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service—10:45 a.m. 

“We are a community of 
believers who follow Jesus 
Christ as we receive and 

share God’s love.” 
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We, of First Mennonite Church, 

  Valuing the convictions  
          of our faith, 

  Endeavor to: 
    Engage our members in ministry, 

    Expand community outreach, 

    Embrace new people, 
             In the love of Christ. 

Gratitude Muscle 

 Expressing gratitude isn’t just a 

good thing to do; it also appears to be good 

for us! Indiana University researchers 

found that participants who performed 

gratitude-focused writing exercises felt 

uplifted, and were more likely to express 

gratefulness through generosity, even 

weeks later. 

 Furthermore, brain scans revealed 

increased gratitude-related activity even 

months down the road (New Y ork Maga-

zine).  

 Though the study was small, we 

seem to have a “gratitude muscle” that can 

be strengthened through exercise. If so, 

there may be more than we thought to the 

popularity of gratitude journals and Mom’s 

insistence that we write thank-you notes. 

Not to mention the biblical call to “give 

thanks to the LORD, for he is good” (1 

Chronicles 16:34, for example). 

 Might God have hardwired us for 

gratitude — not only at Thanksgiving but 

year round — because it’s good for us as 

well as for those we thank? To that, we 

respond, “Thanks be to God!” 

 

Share & Thank 
 

Thanksgiving is a time to share.  

A roasted turkey stuffed with care,  

potatoes, yams and buttered rolls  

are passed around in festive bowls.  

But first we thank our God above  

and share with others His great love.  

The dish served last is always best —  

a slice of pie for every guest.  
 

—MaryAnn Sundby 
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Camp Mennoscah 

 Thank you to the many people who 

came to Camp Mennoscah to help take 

out the dam!  We had a great group of 

people who both helped and 

cheered.  We had a blast and the weath-

er was absolutely wonderful. 

 It's three days of amazing people, 

astounding make-n-takes, and astro-

nomically grand times!  Grab your pho-

tos and crafts--and a friend or two--and 

come to Camp Mennoscah's Scrapbook 

and Crafts Retreat, November 17-

19!  Register online: campmen-

noscah.org or give us a call at 620-297-

3290!  We're here to help you join in 

the fun! 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date!  
 

 The 2018 WDC Annual Assembly, 

scheduled for July 27-28, will be an oppor-

tunity to meet together and see the worship 

and fellowship spaces in several central 

Kansas locations!  On Friday, July 27, the 

Annual Assembly will be at Tabor Men-

nonite Church, rural Newton, KS; and on 

Saturday, July 28, it will be at Eden Men-

nonite Church, Moundridge, KS.  Then on 

Sunday, July 29, all are invited to worship 

at the Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church, 

Goessel, KS.  Save these dates for the next 

WDC Annual Assembly! 

Counting Blessings 
 

 Numbered lists grab our attention. 

In the checkout aisle or on the internet, we 

gravitate toward headings such as “10 

ways to lose weight by summer!” or “3 

simple steps to acing that test!” 

 Ancient Jewish sages urged people 

to count out and speak at least 100 bless-

ings, or statements of gratitude, each day. 

What would happen if we intentionally 

listed 100 blessings daily? Can you imag-

ine?!  

 What if the first blessing we count-

ed was simply the day itself? “Thank you, 

God, for this brand new day!” “Bless my 

use of this day, Lord, that I might glorify 

you.” Scripture encourages such aware-

ness and promises an additional blessing 

in return: “Teach us to number our days, 

that we may gain a heart of wis-

dom” (Psalm 90:12, NIV). 
  

—Heidi Mann 

    Clockwork 

 
  

 A clock is an im-

pressive and complicated 

piece of work, at least the 

older style with a pendu-

lum. Hidden away behind 

what meets the eye is the 

masterpiece of workman-

ship that makes it all work. 

At first glance, there is a simple beauty 

with two hands, numbers, and a swinging 

pendulum for everyone to see. But the 

real beauty is what goes on out of sight 

that produces the results for everyone to 

see. There are gears, springs, larger 

gears, sprockets, dials, and more gears. 

These all work together to create the fin-

ished result of a working clock.  

 This picture of a working clock 

has been my experience here at FMC. 

There are so many things going on be-

hind the scenes that produce later fin-

ished results. Despite being at the church 

nearly every day I still miss how many of 

these get done. I will no doubt miss some 

but I wanted to name some of these be-

hind the scene things that surprise and 

bless me. Hall bulletin boards, things 

seemingly just appear there to inform us 

all about upcoming things! Front of the 

sanctuary gets rearranged and then put 

back, (I have yet to catch this gear in ac-

tion). Themed decorations beautifully 

arranged just appear. Things get fixed 

when broken, paper is replaced, Sunday 

school lessons are planned, rooms get 

cleaned, meals are arranged. It seems so 

simple, and yet it’s magical that there is al-

ways TP and I never have to replenish it. 

All of these “church” gears, sprockets, and 

dials move together to produce a beautifully 

functioning church community. I know it's 

pastor appreciation month, and I have been 

blessed by all your thoughts, cards, gifts, 

and prayers. Thank you all very much! In 

addition to that, I want to express my appre-

ciation to you all as a church for the beauti-

ful ways things just get done here.  

 The more I thought about this illus-

tration it also fits for us as Christians. What 

people see of us on the surface, as followers 

of Jesus, is partly the result of what goes on 

behind the scenes in our lives. It’s a combi-

nation of what Jesus, the Holy Spirit, disci-

pleship, and spiritual disciplines work out 

within us. These are all the cogs and gears 

that continue to work at producing the 

beauty of Christ reflected in our lives. 

Ephesians 2:10: “For we are God’s work-

manship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance as 

our way of life.” Let us continue to be like 

clockwork, for God, to reflect his light, 

love, and beauty wherever we go! Amen. 

                                               -Pastor Steve 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving!   

http://campmennoscah.org/
http://campmennoscah.org/
tel:(620)%20297-3290
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Treasurer’s Report 

Budget balance @ 01/01/17 9,606.95 

Jan-August receipts 75,036.45 

Jan-August expenses (83,162.03) 

Budget balance @ 08/31/17 1,481.37 

September receipts  10,316.41 

September expenses (7,965.56) 

Budget balance @ 09/30/17 3,832.22 

Church  

Announcements 

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is 

November 19.  Neighbors needs are 

flour, sugar, oil and items for the 

Thanksgiving boxes.  

2. The deadline for the December newslet-

ter will be November 27.  

3. Offering schedule for November: 

      Nov. 5:      MC USA 

      Nov. 12: Harvest Mission Festival 

      Nov. 19:  Church Budget  

      Nov. 26:  Western District Conference 

4. Please change Tom & Carol Rose’s  

email in your directory and contacts to 

tcrose58@att.net.  Also change Ron and 

Marilyn Auernheimer’s address to 464 

Gardiner Road, Lot 126, Richmond, RI  

02882.   

November Calendar 
  

Nov. 1  5:00 pm Kids Club 

  6:00 pm Supper 

  7:00 pm Bible Study 

  8:00 pm Choir 

Nov. 8  5:00 pm Kids Club 

  6:00 pm Supper  

  7:00 pm Bible Study 

  8:00 pm Bell Choir 

Nov. 9  9:30 am Mom’s Group 

Nov. 11  5-7 pm Mission Supper 

Nov. 13  9:30 am WMS 

Nov. 14  7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

Nov. 15  6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

  7:00 pm Praise Team 

  8:00 pm Choir 

Nov. 27  6:00 pm Nurture & Mission 

  7:00 pm Church Council 

Nov. 28  7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

Nov. 29  6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

  7:00 pm Bell Choir 

  8:00 pm Choir 

    

 

 

Wise Words 
 

“No one has ever become poor from giving.”  

—Anne Frank  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping  

together is progress; working together is  

success.”  

—Henry Ford  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

“An optimist is a person who starts a new 

diet on Thanksgiving Day.”  

—Irv Kupcinet 
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The winter quarter mission project will 

be for Neighbors. The children’s 

Christmas sharing is being planned.  

James Nightingale found a supplier for 

the one-way glass coating for the up-

stairs nursery.    It was forwarded on to 

Stewardship.   

 The church treasurer (Larry Regier) 

reported the budget balance at the end 

of September was $3,832.22.  

 The Stewardship Ministry (Alan 

Mueller) reported that the church clean 

up day was successful with about 25 

people participating and a lot of stuff 

donated to the ReStore in McPherson.   

The quote for the pew cushions has 

been received.  A congregational vote 

will be held on Nov. 5.  Approximate 

cost is $11,800.    

 The Worship Ministry (Denice Klas-

sen) reported about the choir cantata 

that is planned for Christmas Eve.  

They would still like for more people to 

be involved in choosing Sunday morn-

ing music.   

 Pastor Steve shared that his mentor is 

Wilmer Harder and that the pastor peer 

group he is in will be with Brad Roth.   
 

The next meeting will be held  

Monday, November 27 at 7 pm.    

Minutes from the October 23 meeting: 
 

 The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) 

shared that they have been looking at 

the policy and procedure manual.  

They plan to be more intentional in 

attending other ministry meetings.  

Please let Jason know when your min-

istry meetings are scheduled.   

 The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) 

shared about the roses that  are or-

dered for the 90+  age members.  

They will be more intentional about 

getting those delivered.  Will be com-

municating with the college students 

and will send birthday cards to our 

members in care facilities and who 

are homebound.    

 The Mission Ministry (Dwight 

Mueller) shared that they are planning 

local service projects including a leaf 

raking day when the leaves are all off 

the trees.  Plans for the mission sup-

per are going well.   

 The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ort-

man) reported that they will be meet-

ing soon.  No activities planned cur-

rently except for the continuation of 

Wednesday evening meals.   

 The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Night-

ingale) reported that the new furniture 

for the children’s room has arrived 

and is in place.  A Safe Sanctuary 

training is scheduled for February 11 

with Kathy Neufeld Dunn as the pre-

senter.  The pondering questions for 

the Armor of God will not be collect-

ed any longer due to lack of interest.  

Church Council Notes MCC Relief Kits 
 

 Don’t forget— it is time to think of 

Christmas and our annual tree service! 

MCC is planning to send 83,000 Relief Kits 

to the Ukraine and Jordan by March 2018 

(See related article to the left). YOU can 

help!  Please assemble one or more kits this 

fall and bring it on December 3 as your of-

fering for the Christmas Tree.  This is a 

great opportunity to celebrate the greatest 

gift ever given, by giving to others.  

 

Relief Kit items include: 
 

 4 large bars bath soap 

 1 plastic bottle shampoo (13-24 oz. in 

resealable plastic bag) 

 4 large bars laundry soap (Fels Naptha, 

Sunlight, Zote brands or others) 

 4 adult-size toothbrushes 

 4 new bath towels (medium weight, 

dark or bright colors) 

 2 wide-tooth combs (6-8 in) 

 1 fingernail clipper (good quality) 

 1 box adhesive bandages (min. 40 

count, assorted) 

 1 package sanitary pads (18-24 count   

thin maxi) 
 

 The items can be brought in sacks or 

boxes.  MCC will re-pack these items in 5 

gallon buckets.   
 

Thank you for your generosity!    

MCC Responds 

 MCC is responding to disasters tak-

ing place around the world. Even before 

the most recent natural disasters from hur-

ricanes, earthquakes and floods, MCC was 

running extremely low on comforters and 

relief kits.  Our goal is to ship 83,000 relief 

kits by March 2018 and we need 7,000 

comforters by November.  Visit mcc.org/

mrc/kits for full kit information and from 

there click through to our Amazon Wish 

List for easier shopping and shipping. Just 

bring or ship kit items to MCC Central 

States 121 E. 30th St. North Newton, KS 

67117. It's not too early to start thinking 

about holiday giving projects like a relief 

kit collection drive! Call MCC with ques-

tions at 316-283-2720. 

https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/volunteer/material-resources-center
https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/volunteer/material-resources-center
https://maps.google.com/?q=121+E.+30th+St.+North+Newton,+KS+67117&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=121+E.+30th+St.+North+Newton,+KS+67117&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(316)%20283-2720
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What’s up at First Mennonite     

The Armor of God 
 

 Sir MennoKnight encourages you to 

continue your Armor of God study challenge 

by memorizing Ephesians 6:10-20.   The de-

votion cards have the current verse highlight-

ed and have a pondering question and a de-

votion to use.  Check out the display in the 

foyer of the sanctuary and join in this chal-

lenge.  You don’t want to go around in this 

world naked.  Suit up!   

Ted & Co. TheaterWorks 
 

 On November 19, Faith Mennonite 

Church, Newton, KS, in partnership with 

Western District Conference, MCC Central 

States, and Bethel College, is sponsoring 

the Kansas premier production of 

“DISCOVERY:  A COMIC LAMENT” 

produced by Ted & Co. Theater-

Works.  This is a play about the Doctrine of 

Discovery, the legal framework that justi-

fies theft of land and oppression of Indige-

nous Peoples.  It finds unexpected humor at 

the crossroads of justice, land use, and In-

digenous experience and nudges us to ques-

tion our stories with honesty and integri-

ty.  Several scenes in the show have their 

roots in Kansas locations.   

 The production will take place in 

Krehbiel Auditorium on Bethel College 

Campus.  Tickets are $10, available from 

the Bethel College Bookstore, 316-283-

2500. 

 Meat canned by Mennonite Central 

Committee is distributed to Ukraine, Ethio-

pia, and North Korea (among other coun-

tries) and in food pantries in the USA.  You 

can participate at the MCC Center in North 

Newton Oct. 31, Nov. 1 and 2 (Tuesday 

from noon until 9 pm; Wednesday and 

Thursday beginning at 6 am).  Our church is 

also responsible to supply coffee cakes on 

Tuesday and supper for the 4 guys operat-

ing the canner on Wednesday.  Sign-up on 

the sheet on the bulletin board.   Funds des-

ignated for meat canning can be placed in 

the church offering plate or given to Larry 

Regier.  Think about the "tasty love" in the 

name of Christ you are sharing with those 

who do not have. 

 

 

Worship & Arts Symposium 
 

 The Worship and the Arts Festival 

Choir is calling on all interested singers to 

join the evening worship celebra-

tion Saturday, Nov. 18, in Bethel College's 

Memorial Hall, North Newton, KS. Re-

hearsal is that evening from 5-6:30 pm, 

with supper provided. The service begins 

at 7:30.  

 Please contact Dr. William 

Eash at weash@bethelks.edu or 316-284-

5316 to reserve your place in the choir! For 

more information about the Worship and 

the Arts Symposium that takes place during 

the day Nov. 18, featuring Ted Swartz of 

Ted & Co., see bethelks.edu/worshiparts 

Adult Bible Study & Kids Club 
 

 Kids Club and The Upside Down 

King Bible study  continue on Wednesday 

nights for two Wednesdays in November (1 

& 8).  Kids club starts at 5, supper will be 

shared at 6 pm and the study at 6:45.  Child-

care is provided during the study.  Please 

join your church family for this fellowship 

and study time.  It’s not too late to join!   

Women’s Mission Society 
  

 Women’s Mission Society will meet 

on November 13 at 9:30am for a work day at 

the church.  Elections will be held and devo-

tions given by Janet Schmidt.  All women 

are welcome!    

MCC Meat Canning 

Furniture Available 
 

 Several members of the church fami-

ly have furniture available to give away or 

use for those needing specialty equipment.  

A lift chair is available by contacting Leon 

Schmidt.  A twin size lift bed (no mattress) 

and a queen size lift bed (with mattress) are 

available by contacting James Nightingale.   

 

Thank You 
 

 We would like to thank everyone for 

your prayers, support, cards, and gifts of 

food throughout his extended illness and 

now at this time of loss.  

  -The Family of Bennie Unruh 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

 A women’s daytime Bible study by 

Pricilla Shirer, The Armor of God, will begin 

in January.  If interested, please contact Ruth 

Mueller for information.    

  

Annual Mission Supper 
 

 The Mission Supper will be held this 

year on Saturday, November 11 from 5-7 

pm.  The menu of German sausage, sauer-

kraut, chicken borscht, fried potatoes, green 

beans, zwieback, homemade bread, pie, and 

cake will be served to raise funds for mis-

sions.  The recipients this year are Halstead 

Neighbors Store and missionaries Dan & 

Kathryn Smith-Derksen and Juanita & Fran-

cisco Machado.  Please invite your friends 

and sign-up to help where you can.  Let’s 

make this one of the best suppers yet!    

mailto:weash@bethelks.edu
tel:(316)%20284-5316
tel:(316)%20284-5316
http://bethelks.edu/worshiparts
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 1 Megan Ortman  

 2 Duane Knoll 

 2 Kenneth Black 

 4 Cole Finley 

 5 Stacy Hackler 

 6 Ron Colvert 

 6 Joshua Stucky 

 6 Gregg Dick 

 6 Ron Colbert 

 6 Shaun Whitesell 

 7 (A) Allen & Karolyn Unruh 

 8 Chuck Haspels 

 8 Beth Nemeth 

 8 Alex Stucky 

 8 Jane Fitch 

 8 John Auernheimer 

 8 Rachel Ellis 

 8  Cody Dyck 

 8 Nick Uhlrich 

 9 Melanie Haspels 

 9 Steven Ewy 

 9 Richard Regier 

12 Amber Lintz 

12 Leah Koehn 

12 (A) John & Joan Pjesky 

13 Matthew Finley 

14 Paul Kaufman 

15 Waldon Regier 

15 Marion Rice 

17 Sandy Cody 

18 (A)  Ron & Sara Dick 

20 Ken Fast 

20 Rita Mueller 

20 Charles Robinson 

21 David Wiens 

November 

Celebrations  
Prayer & Praises 
Prayer needs for October:  

 

 Sympathy and prayers are extended to 

the family of Bennie Unruh who died on 

October 16.  His celebration of life ser-

vice was held in our church on Oct. 20. 

 Praise God for the wedding of Rachel 

Klassen and Trevor Gadue on October 

15 in Colorado.  Pray for them as they 

begin their married life together.  

 Praise God that Joyce Rodenberg’s sight 

has been restored. Continue praying that 

she is able to manage her blood sugar.   

 Continue to pray for Rachel Lohrenz as 

she suffers from vertigo.  Pray for dis-

cernment and healing. 

 Pray for Melissa Clarkson.  Pray in 

praise that it appears that the tumor is 

dying off, thank you, God!  Also, pray 

for the doctor appointments that still lie 

ahead and the ways this has affected life.  

God, grant peace, strength, endurance, 

and peace to Melissa and family.   

 Pray for those who have experienced vi-

olence, especially those affected in Las 

Vegas last month.  

 Continue praying for all those affected 

by natural disasters recently; the fires in 

California and the hurricanes, especially 

in Puerto Rico.   

23 (A) Tom & Tina Koehn 

23 Bart Regier 

25 Ruth Stucky 

27 Robert Koehn 

27 John Back 

29 Ruth Mueller 

29 Ian Navarro 

30 (A) Delton & Denice Klassen 

30 Wilma Mueller 

30 Marilyn Auernheimer 

30 Arletta McGinn 

30 Annetta Howard 

A Wake-up Call 
 

 The good God 

permits such small 

evils to befall us 

merely in order to 

arouse us snorers from 

our deep sleep and to 

make us recognize, on 

the other hand, the 

incomparable and in-

numerable benefits we 

still have.   

 With [our misfortunes], God gives us 

a light by which we may see and understand 

his goodness and kindness in countless other 

ways. Then we conclude that such small mis-

fortunes are barely a drop of water on a big 

fire or a little spark in the ocean. Then we 

understand and love the words: “O give 

thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his stead-

fast love endures forever!” 
 

—Martin Luther 

 Don’t forget to be shopping for and 

packing your shoeboxes for Operation 

Christmas Child as part of the Nurture Min-

istries fall quarter mission offering.  The 

monetary donations received each Sunday 

will be used toward Angel tree gifts.  Please 

find information on the OCC shoeboxes on 

the downstairs bulletin board.   

 The deadline for filling boxes is 

Nov. 12.  Don’t wait, fill a box and fill a 

child’s heart with love at the same time!  

Sunday School  

Fall Mission Project 

Christmas Cantata 
 

 Our church choir will be presenting 

the 2017 Christmas Cantata "God With Us" 

at the Christmas Eve program at 7:00pm on 

December 24th.  Anyone from the commu-

nity or from churches in the community are 

invited to join in making this a celebratory 

community program.  Practices are sched-

uled for the following Wednesday 

nights:  November 1st, 15th, and 29th, and 

December 6th, 13th, and 20th.   

 Our churches may be too small for 

individual choirs, but we could create some 

beautiful music if we all join together.  If 

you are interested, please join the practices 

on the evenings listed!   
Daylight saving time 

ends on November 5.  

Don’t forget to set 

your clocks back one 

hour!  

Save the Date! 
Sunday, February 11—12:30 pm   

Safe Sanctuary Training  

For all involved with children! 


