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“We are a community of 
believers who follow Jesus 
Christ as we receive and 

share God’s love.” 
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We, of First Mennonite Church, 

  Valuing the convictions  
          of our faith, 

  Endeavor to: 
    Engage our members in ministry, 

    Expand community outreach, 

    Embrace new people, 
             In the love of Christ. 

In Good Hands 

 As Jesus prepared his disciples for 

his departure, they were full of questions 

— “Where are you going? How will we 

know the way there? Would you please 

just show us the Father?” — and not very 

satisfied with his answers. So Jesus prom-

ised to send them “another Helper” (John 

14:16, ESV). And we can almost hear 

them protesting, like kids bemoaning a fa-

vorite coach’s retirement or church mem-

bers grieving a beloved pastor’s call to 

serve elsewhere: “Oh, great. Someone new 

for us to get to know. It won’t be the same. 

It won’t be you.”  

 Except … the word another has 

two forms in Greek: “another just like this 

one” and “another, different version.” And 

when the author of John translated Jesus’ 

Aramaic into Greek, the first definition 

was the accurate one. Jesus was assuring 

his disciples they’d be in good hands, at 

peace and secure because the new Helper 

— the Holy Spirit — would be another just 

like him. 

  

—based on Fearless, by Max Lucado 
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Camp Mennoscah 

 Construction of the Whale playground 

at Camp Mennoscah began May 

18!  Volunteers are needed to make this 

possible.  Work days are May 25-26, 

June 1-2, and during the week of June 

3.  Let us know which days you can be 

there, and we'll get back to you with 

more details.   

 Camp's new kitchen needs some friends 

(i.e., kitchen staff) for the weeks of 

June 24-30 and July 15-21.  The new 

space is wonderfully shiny and ready 

for adventures.  Parents can receive a 

camper discount up to full camp fees.   

 Whoa, horses!  We're less than a month 

away from our summer youth camps 

and gobs of fun at Camp Men-

noscah.  Our summer theme is Beyond 

Belief: The Universe of God and we'll 

be seeking God in creation, community, 

and in our own hearts.  Friends are wel-

come!  Register online. Scholarships 

are available. 

 The Camp Mennoscah website 

(campmennoscah.org) is looking brand 

new.  It has the same address and infor-

mation, but a different format and im-

age.  The switch was made possible by 

a generous donation by Dan K. and the 

Foundation for Educational Services/

SOCS.  Amy W. did all the hard work 

of designing the website and entering 

all the information. Thank you, Amy 

and Dan!  
 

Contact us at: 

www.campmennoscah.org 

or 620-297-3014 

Pastor’s Note 

Where Do You Hear God? 
 

 Where do you hear God speak-

ing to you? This is a question that I like 

to ask myself, or others when meeting 

with them. Frequently it will be some-

thing that I hear God saying in prayer or 

in reading the scriptures, however, 

sometimes it comes from unexpected 

places. And these can often be some of 

the most meaningful ways of hearing 

God speak.  
 

 Recently I was in a store looking 

for groceries only half listening to the 

song playing in the background. Then 

an Adele song came on, her voice catch-

es my attention most times as she has a 

unique tone. I had heard this song be-

fore, only today I heard her lyrics in a 

new way. This song written for two peo-

ple in love took on new meaning. It was 

the chorus of “Make You Feel My 

Love” that hit me and it goes like this: 
 

 “I know you haven't made your 

 mind up yet 

 But I would never do you wrong. 

 I've known it from the moment that 

 we met. 

 No doubt in my mind where you  

 belong. 

 I'd go hungry, I'd go black and blue 

 I'd go crawling down the avenue. 

 No, there's nothing that I wouldn't 

 do 

 To make you feel my love.”   

 I heard it as God singing it to 

those who haven't yet made up their 

mind to trust Him and experience His love 

first hand. God starts by recognizing where 

they are at and assuring them that He would 

do them no wrong. Then revealing where 

they belong is with God and He would do 

anything for them. The imagery of crawling 

down the avenue hungry and black and blue 

brought to mind the lengths God did go to 

with Jesus on the cross. Then He follows 

that by saying No, there’s nothing I would-

n’t do, to make you feel My love! 
 

It felt like a wonderful message and 

reminder that there is nothing that God has 

not already done or would do to make the 

world know His love. God is longingly call-

ing out to those who have yet to make up 

their mind and follow Him. “But God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.” (Romans 5:8) 
 

I invite you to keep your eyes and 

ears open as you never know when or 

where God will speak to you. Take some 

time during this month to ask yourself or 

others, where have you heard God’s voice 

speaking to you? 

             -Pastor Steve 

MCC Announcements 
 
MCC has recently reviewed feedback 

from our partners around the world and 

some changes have been made to the 

guidelines for new comforters that we’re 

sharing with you.  

 https://mcc.org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/

common/documents/2017-10-

04_comforter_making_guideline_us.pdf 

 If you have questions or concerns please 

contact Kate Mast in the MCC Central 

States Material Resources Center in North 

Newton, KS: katemast@mcc.org 

316.283.2720. 

 

Join the upcoming Mennonite Central 

Committee Haiti Learning Tour 

from September 22 to 27. Learn from Hai-

tian farmers, artisans, community organiz-

ers and human rights advocates about how 

they – with your support –  are building a 

brighter future for their communities. 

Contact Jordan Penner 

at jordanpenner@mcc.org or 316-727-

6837 for more information.  

 

Calling all MCC volunteers!! Please save 

the date for our Volunteer Appreciation 

event on Wednesday, June 13 5-7 pm at 

MCC Central States in North Newton! 

The International Guest House in Wash-

ington DC is seeking short term volunteers 

to do service of hospitality with strangers 

near and far.  For information, 

see:   https://tinyurl.com/igh-flyer2018 
 

 

Happy Summer!   

http://campmennoscah.org/
http://www.campmennoscah.org/
https://mcc.org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/common/documents/2017-10-04_comforter_making_guideline_us.pdf
https://mcc.org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/common/documents/2017-10-04_comforter_making_guideline_us.pdf
https://mcc.org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/common/documents/2017-10-04_comforter_making_guideline_us.pdf
mailto:katemast@mcc.org
mailto:jordanpenner@mcc.org
https://tinyurl.com/igh-flyer2018
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Treasurer’s Report 

Budget balance @ 01/01/18 10,929.63 

January-March receipts 23,654.42 

January-March expenses (27,642.23) 

Budget balance @ 03/31/18 6,941.82 

April receipts 9,548.54 

April expenses (9,231.52) 

Budget balance @ 04/30/18 7,258.84 

Church  

Announcements 

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is 

June 17.  Neighbors needs are cereal 

and a variety of crackers.   

2. The deadline for the July newsletter is 

June 25.  
3. Offering schedule for June: 

      May 27:    Pine Village  

      June 3:     Church Budget 

      June 10:   Western Distr ict Conference 

      June 17:   Peace Connections/Circles 

      June 24: Church Budget 

May/June Calendar 
  

May 29 9:00 am VBS 

May 30 9:00 am VBS 

 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

May 31 9:00 am VBS 

June 1 9:00 am VBS 

 7:00 pm VBS Program   

June 3 5:00 pm Sunday School Picnic 

June 6 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

June 11 9:30 am WMS 

June 12 7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

June 13 6:30 pm Prayer meeting 

June 18 6:00 pm Nurture & Mission 

 7:00 pm Church Council   

June 20 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

June 26 7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

 

TBA  Golf Outing 

  

Save-the-dates: 

July 27-28       WDC Annual Assembly 

 

 Join us for 

Summer Story Hour at 

the Western District 

Conference Resource 

Library!  This sum-

mer, ages 3-8 will 

have fun with the 

theme of Creepy Crawlies: Bugs and 

More!  Led by Marjie Warkentine, we will 

meet at the library in North Newton on Mon-

days June 4-July 9 at 10:00am.  Register 

by May 31 at https://goo.gl/forms/

wlzeX9FZbFoNYBW32 or by calling the li-

brary at (316) 283-6300.  A poster is on the 

bulletin board with more information. 

 

Anniversary Celebration 
 

 You are invited to the 10th anniversary 

celebration of Iglesia Menonita Casa Betania, 

Newton, KS on June 10 at 4 pm at First Men-

nonite Church, 429 E First in Newton.  A re-

ception meal will be included - please RSVP 

by June 3 to Pastor Jaime Cazares:  jscaza-

res@cox.net; 316-212-1824. 

WDC Story Hour Words for Today,  

from 1968 
 

 For America, this marks the 50th 

anniversary of a turbulent year, which in-

cluded high-profile assassinations, the Vi-

etnam War and civil rights protests. Five 

decades on, turmoil still abounds. 

 May we take hope and inspiration 

from Robert Kennedy, who, on the night of 

Martin Luther King’s death, replaced a 

presidential-campaign speech with these 

words:  

 “What we need in the United States 

is not division; … not hatred; … not vio-

lence and lawlessness, but … love, and wis-

dom, and compassion toward one another; 

and a feeling of justice toward those who 

still suffer within our country, whether they 

be white or … black.” 

 Kennedy added: “We will have dif-

ficult times in the future. … But the vast 

majority of white people and … black peo-

ple in this country want to live together … 

and want justice for all human beings. … 

Let's dedicate ourselves … to tame the sav-

ageness of man and make gentle the life of 

this world … and say a prayer for our coun-

try and for our people.”  

Sunday School Picnic 
 

 The annual Sunday School Picnic 

will be held Sunday, June 3 beginning at 5 

pm at the home of James & Debbie Nightin-

gale, 2819 N. Spring Lake Road, Burrton.  

Please bring a potluck dish for sharing and 

lawn chairs. The Nurture Ministry will pro-

vide the drinks and activities.  Also, it is sug-

gested that you bring a donation for the 

Neighbors Store as a celebration of our Ar-

mor of God journey!  Please feel free to in-

vite your friends!    

 An online search for “advertising fails” reveals some hilarious and 

cringe-worthy signs. Often the “fail” is due to an ad’s placement. For example, 

a billboard about childhood obesity appears next to one for a fast-food restau-

rant, and a promotion for The Walking Dead is posted near a mortuary.  

 As Christ’s ambassadors on earth (see 2 Corinthians 5:20), we serve as 

walking, talking billboards for Jesus and our faith. Despite our sinfulness — and 

often “cringe-worthiness” — Jesus lives in us, whom he created to do good 

works (see Ephesians 2:10).  

 Even though we will never be perfect billboards for Jesus, let’s not cov-

er up our message. Instead, let’s embrace the privilege of being salt and light 

(see Matthew 5:13-16), proclaiming the gospel in a dark world. 

https://goo.gl/forms/wlzeX9FZbFoNYBW32
https://goo.gl/forms/wlzeX9FZbFoNYBW32
mailto:jscazares@cox.net
mailto:jscazares@cox.net
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What’s up at First Mennonite?    

Camp Scholarships 
 

 Camp Mennoscah Scholarships are 

available for the 2017 camping season from 

our church through the Edna Ruth Mueller 

Camp Scholarship Fund.  Scholarships will 

provide ½ of the registration fee.  Camps are 

offered for those entering 3rd – 12th grades 

in the fall of 2018.  For more information 

about Camp Mennoscah, check out their 

website http://campmennoscah.org/.  For 

scholarship information, check with Sandy 

Allen or Dwight Mueller. 

 

College Graduation 
 

We had one student in our midst who gradu-

ated from college this spring: 
 

 Garrison Gundy—May 11 

 Kansas State University 

 Masters in Agronomy 

 

Congratulations and God’s blessings on your 

new adventures! 

 

 

Women’s Mission Society 
 

 The Women’s Mission Society will 

meet Monday, June 11 beginning at 9:30 am 

for a visitation day. All ladies of the church 

and their friends are welcome!   

 

 

The Armor of God 
 

 We concluded our Armor of God 

journey on May 20.  The Nurture Ministry 

would like to challenge you to continue stud-

ying God’s Word and memorizing scripture 

as a way to keep your armor firmly in place.  

And don’t forget to hold it all together with 

prayer!  Thank you for your participation in 

our journey.    

  

 1 (A) Dale & Janet Ortman 

 1 Dana Keiser 

 2 Shelly Robinson 

 3 Mike Stahl 

 6 Jo Pjesky 

 6 Cleta Jean Friesen 

 6 Chuck Mueller 

 9 (A) Rick & Cathy Frost 

10  Joyce Koehn 

10 Jill Backhus 

11  Rick Frost 

12  Rita Flickinger 

13  Jason Smoker 

13  Larry Gaston 

14 Tyler Regier 

14 Charlotte Milne 

15 Kris Mueller 

15 (A) Bart & Maeanna Regier 

16  Edith Unruh 

17  Kalyn Ortman 

17  Jenna Bliss 

17  Norma Wendling 

18  Beatriz Rose 

19 (A) Mike & Lise Bollinger 

21 (A) Steve and Marian Rice 

22 Johnson Kawanguzi  

22  Mary Duerksen 

24  Heather Finley 

25 Joe Regier 

26 (A) Brett & Becca Rose 

27 (A) Paul & Crescent Haury 

28 (A) Michael & Kathleen Groom 

29  Sue Brock 

29 Ryan Martens 

29 (A) Brad & Joyce Rodenberg 

30  Terry Hills 

30 (A) James & Debbie Nightingale 

31 Tanner Regier 

May/June 

Celebrations  

June 
 
 

 2 (A) Ron & Marilyn Auernheimer 

 3 Maureen Fast 

 5 Anna Vishria 

 5 (A) Chuck & Ruth Mueller 

 6 Luke Haspels  

 6 Judy Koehn 

 6 Karli Koehn 

10 Phil Aylward 

10 (A) Rick & Julie Lee 

12 (A) Ryan & Pam Stucky 

12  Brad Rodenberg 

14 (A) Ken & Maureen Fast 

14 Marge Gundy 

15 (A) Dale & Dorothy Dick 

15  Angie Chandler 

15 Griffin Vishria 

15  Phoenix Vishria  

17 Paul Haury 

19 (A) Tim & Sandy Lewis 

20 Rachel Lohrenz 

20 Peg Koehn 

20  Rachael Regier 

20 Jason Mueller 

21  John Will 

23 Garris Clarkson 

25  Janet Ortman 

25 (A) Ron & Teresa Gundy 

26 Lise Bollinger 

26 (A) Marcio & Liz Navarro 

28 (A) Phil & Linda Aylward 

28  Garrison Gundy 

28 (A) Ron & Karen Colbert 

29  Randy Balzer 

29 Amelie Kaufman 

30 (A) Dave & Lu Siemens 
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 Summer Sunday School 

 Adult summer Sunday school begins 

on June 3.  David Mueller will lead the com-

bined class in Stauffer Hall with seven ses-

sions on Discovering your Spiritual Gifts.  

We will also have special speakers from 

New Hope Homeless Shelter, Everence, Care 

Portal and CASA.   Other sessions will be a 

game/fellowship Sunday and one open Sun-

day for your adult class planning purposes.  

A separate adult class will meet in the library 

and continue studying the quarterly curricu-

lum from MennoMedia with the topic of Jus-

tice in the New Testament.  

 Children will continue meeting in 

their classrooms.  The elementary class will 

be taught by Jason Smoker, Sara Smoker and 

Kaitlen Ortman; the Pre K & Kindergarten 

class by Lauren Mueller and Raquel Wilcox 

and the Little Blessings by Ruth Mueller.   

 The summer quarter mission offering 

will be for the student assistance fund at 

USD 440.  Please talk with a member of the 

Nurture Ministry if you have questions or 

suggestions for the summer.  Members are 

Kent Dick, Melanie Haspels, Kaitlen Ortman 

and Debbie Nightingale.      

Learn, Pray, Join  
 

 Mennonite Church USA invites con-

gregations to be part of the "Learn, Pray, 

Join" initiative for the Korean Peninsu-

la.  Commit to learning more about the his-

tory of the Korean Peninsula and the dy-

namics of tension and conflict there.  Pray 

for peace and clear minds for all leaders 

engaged in historic talks regarding the fu-

ture of North and South Korea, and nuclear 

disarmament using MCC's "A prayer for 

peace in North Korea".  Consider ways you 

can actively promote peace in this re-

gion.  Learn more:  http://mennoniteusa.org/

korea/.  

 

Learning Tour 
 

 Join the upcoming Mennonite Cen-

tral Committee Haiti Learning Tour 

from September 22 to 27. Learn from Hai-

tian farmers, artisans, community organiz-

ers and human rights advocates about how 

they – with your support –  are building a 

brighter future for their communities.  

 Contact Jordan Penner 

at jordanpenner@mcc.org or 316-727-6837 

for more information.  

Language Interpretation 
 

 Language Interpretation Ministry 

Team:  WDC seeks to establish a ministry 

team of persons located in different areas of 

the conference, who can provide language 

interpretation for WDC meetings and 

events in order to enhance participation by 

individuals who speak different languages. 

Assessment, orientation and training will be 

provided for Team members, as well as 

some financial compensation through grant 

funds WDC has received.  Please contact 

WDC at wdc@mennowdc.org or 316-283-

6300 if you have skills in a second lan-

guage and are interested in applying or 

learning more about this ministry oppor-

tunity! 

 

Canner Operators 
 

 MCC is looking for new canner op-

erators! This two year service term is 

unique and offers the opportunity to travel 

around the U.S. and Canada, working as a 

team while meeting new people! Check 

out mcc.org/canning for details, or con-

tact heidihuber@mcc.org.   
 

Short Term Volunteers 
 

 The International Guest House in 

Washington DC is seeking short term vol-

unteers to do service of hospitality with 

strangers near and far.  For information, 

see:   https://tinyurl.com/igh-flyer2018 

Prayer & Praises 
Prayer needs during April/May:  

 

 

 Praise God for the baby dedication of 

Lakyn Michelle Ortman on May 20!    

 Praise God for the prayer of adoption 

blessing on May 13 for Garrett & Maran-

da Wharton following the adoption of 

Max and Josie!   

 Pray for Ron & Sara Dick’s grandson 

Owen.  The family travels to Denver May 

27 for a heart cath on May 29 and his 

third open heart surgery on June 1.   

 Continue to pray for the community VBS 

that will be held May 29-June 1.  Pray for 

the staff working and for those who will 

come and hear the Good News! 

 Pray for Phil Aylward as he continues his 

recovery from knee surgery 

 Pray for Amanda Nightingale as she con-

tinues her recovery from a heart attack 

and other health issues. 

 Pray for the family of Joe Penner who 

died on April 9. His celebration of life 

was held in our church on April 16. 

 Continue to pray for Colton and Nikko 

who transitioned back to their biological 

families recently and for the foster fami-

lies (Lynda & Dan, Sara & Jason) who 

cared for them.   

“Is prayer your 

steering wheel or 

your spare tire?” 

-Corrie Ten Boom 

Ministry Opportunities 

http://mennoniteusa.org/korea/
http://mennoniteusa.org/korea/
mailto:jordanpenner@mcc.org
mailto:wdc@mennowdc.org
http://mcc.org/canning
mailto:heidihuber@mcc.org
https://tinyurl.com/igh-flyer2018
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hand out to new foster families as a means of 

showing support. They have asked each 

church to fill a minimum of 10 bags with 

items such as paper plates, Clorox wipes, 

toothbrushes, laundry or dish soap and a note 

of encouragement. If you would like to do-

nate some of these items, please bring them 

to church by June 10th. The Hospitality Min-

istry is also looking into hosting a foster fam-

ily back-to-school night in the park. Be 

watching for more information on this. 
 

What are our resources? 
 We all have stuff. If you have extra 

beds, dressers, or furniture that you no longer 

need and would like to donate it to a Care 

Portal request, please talk with Pastor Steve, 

Kaitlen or Brocia and they can make a note of 

it and contact you as it is needed. If you have 

extra children's clothes that could be donated 

to a request or foster family, the Care Closet 

will be set up soon.  

 Maybe you don't have these items 

sitting around, but would like to donate to-

wards this ministry. We are working on get-

ting a fund set up for Care Portal requests 

where new items can be purchased. Diapers 

and wipes can also be purchased to hand out, 

as this is a huge need. There are few re-

sources available to families in need of dia-

pers.  

 Are you interested in delivering items 

from time to time?  

 If you haven't already and feel led to 

be a part of this ministry, let Pastor Steve 

know and he will include you on the email 

list. Even if we can't fulfill a request, we can 

pray for those that come through.  
 

 

How can God use First Mennonite 

and YOU through this ministry?  

What are we doing? 
 First Mennonite has had the oppor-

tunity to fulfill three Care Portal requests. The 

first one was a crib and linens, plastic dresser 

unit, and diapers to a young mother in 

Hesston. The second was a queen-sized mat-

tress, box spring, and frame for a mom and 

clothing for her baby in Newton. The third 

was a toddler bed for a two-year old in New-

ton. These deliveries have been fairly quick, 

but have definitely given us a lot to think 

about. There are so many needs that are sent 

out each week in our area, including needs 

such as those we have fulfilled and others that 

include establishing or strengthening house-

holds. 
 

Where are we going?  
 As we continue along in this new 

ministry, we have a few opportunities in front 

of us. The first one is establishing a Care 

Closet of items that could be used to fulfill 

requests and others that could be shared 

amongst foster families in the area as they 

receive placements, such as children's cloth-

ing, cribs, beds, etc.  

 Another opportunity that we are pur-

suing in the near future is hosting a Cost of 

Poverty Simulation. This event would be one 

that we can participate in, as well as invite 

other congregations and foster families to par-

ticipate. We have wanted to learn more about 

poverty and this will be a great opportunity. 

 Additional opportunities include sup-

porting local foster families. Saint Francis 

(the local foster organization) requested Sup-

port Bags from the churches to be able to 

Care Portal Update Church Council Notes 
 

Minutes from May 21, 2018 meeting: 
 

 The Discernment Team (David Mueller) 

reported that Ken Fast has agreed to be a 

new usher  once a month.  Phil Aylward 

will resume his ushering duties in about 

a month.  

 The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) dis-

cussed a few days that Pastor Steve will 

be gone at the end of June and first of 

July.  Discussion was also held about 

Care Portal and possibly having a mis-

sion moment once a quarter in church. 

 The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) inter-

viewed Melanie Haspels for member-

ship.  Had discussion regarding home-

bound members needing visitation.  Dick 

VanWye continues to provide leadership 

for Everence and is working hard to 

make sure all projects are submitted. 

 The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ort-

man) is working on assembling foster 

support bags for new foster families.   

 The Mission Ministry (Sandy Allen) ap-

proved scholarships for Camp Men-

noscah.   

 The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightin-

gale) shared that the Sunday school mis-

sion offering for the summer will be for 

the student assistance fund for USD 440.  

The amount given from the offerings for 

mission has increased to 40%.  Sunday 

school teachers are in place for the sum-

mer.  Adult Sunday school will be a se-

ries on gifts discernment led by David 

Mueller, as well as several speakers from 

organizations.  The Nurture Ministry will 

give $100 to each organization as a love 

offering.  VBS is ready to go!  The Sun-

day school picnic will be June 3 at the 

Nightingale farm and an offering of 

items for Neighbors will be taken.  The 

committee is still considering curriculum 

for the children for next school year. 

 Church Treasurer (Larry Regier) shared 

that the budget balance is about $7,258.   

 The Stewardship Ministry (Alan 

Mueller) said that they are talking with 

the IT team about the sound system. 

 The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen) 

is working on planning services while 

Pastor Steve will be absent this summer 

and are also planning a Sunday evening 

Song Sing for sometime this summer. 

 Pastor Steve reported that the Pine Vil-

lage service has been moved to Tues-

day’s at 11 am.   

 IT Update: Jason Smoker shared that a 

monitor will be set up at the back of the 

church (on the railing) for use during 

VBS and will be left there to try out for 

awhile.  The IT team has also been meet-

ing to discuss the sound system.   

 

The next Council meeting will be held June 

18 at 7 pm.  A copy of the full minutes is 

available on the bulletin board.   
 


