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Creation-wide Praise!
“All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing!” These
words — just one paraphrase of a text by St.
Francis of Assisi — seem a fitting description of springtime, when leaves and flowers
pop out afresh, birdsong is heard again and
hibernating animals emerge from dens and
burrows, many with new babies in tow.
Psalm 148 may have served as inspiration for Francis, calling not only “young
men and women alike, old and young together” (v. 12, NRSV), but also animals and
birds, wind and water, mountains and trees,
to praise the Lord. James L. Mays writes:
“We human beings … should recognize that
we are in the list with all the creation and
creatures as creature and creation ourselves.
We are in our obligation to praise no different from and no more than all the rest.”
When you head outside on a bright
spring day, notice what praise looks like in
nonhuman form and how it sounds from
nonhuman voices. How can we best join “all
creatures of our God and King” in worship?

First Mennonite Church
427 West 4th
Halstead, KS 67056

—Heidi Hyland Mann

The Church
Corner
May 2021
Volume 45, Number 5

First Mennonite Church

427 West Fourth
Halstead, KS 67056
www.firstmennonitehalstead.org
Steve Wilcox, Pastor
Office Phone (316) 835-2282
Steve’s Cell (316) 322-5651
rskw13@gmail.com

Sunday School at 9:15 am
Worship at 10:30 am and
Live Streaming at 10:30 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
in the love of Christ.

Pentecost Passion

Camp Mennoscah

Pentecost is May 23, 2021
Nineteenth-century
evangelist
Dwight L. Moody was walking down a
New York City street, thinking about a sentence he’d heard: “The world has yet to see
what God can do with a man who is wholly
yielded to him.”
Suddenly Moody felt a great yearning and cried out, “O God, make me that
man!” He was so overwhelmed with God’s
love and with heartfelt passion to reach lost
people that he had to stop at a friend’s
house to rest.
In Birth of the Body, Ray Stedman
says this is what Luke is talking about
when he describes the events of Pentecost.
“When John the Baptist predicted that Jesus would come and baptize with the Holy
Spirit and with fire, he meant that there
would be an unexplainable passion about
the church.”
As we feel the Pentecost passion,
let’s yield ourselves wholly to God and see
what he does with us!



A Hymn for Pentecost
O Thou who camest from above,
the pure celestial fire to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
upon the mean altar of my heart.



There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer and fervent praise.


Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire
to work and speak and think for Thee;
still let me guard the holy fire,
and still stir up thy gift in me.
-Charles Wesley

Pentecost Petals… The Pantheon, dedicated in 126 A.D. as the home of ancient Roman
gods, is now a Catholic basilica. In a tradition dating back to the seventh century, on Pentecost
Sunday thousands of rose petals are dropped through the roof’s opening onto worshipers below. The red petals symbolize the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus’ disciples, as well as the
blood Jesus shed on the cross.
To accomplish this “rose rain,” five firefighters climb to the roof after mass. While the
choir sings the ancient hymn Veni Creator Spiritus (“Come Creator Spirit”), firefighters empty
seven bags of petals through the building’s 27-foot-wide oculus, or eye in the sky.
Only a fortunate few can witness this spectacular event in person each year, but videos
are available online.
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There are openings for youth at Camp
Mennoscah's
summer
youth
camps! Several of the camp weeks still
have space for more campers.
Let’s finish the Campfire Amphitheater!
Work days are scheduled for May 14-15.
Check in around 9 am. Call ahead please.
Help set up camp! Volunteers are needed to help set up the HUGE tents used
for this summer's youth camps at Camp
Mennoscah. Setup will happen May 28
and 29. Sign up by May 15 by contacting olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org.
Camp Mennoscah is seeking to fill a part
-time
custodian/housekeeper
position. Hours average 10 per week and are
flexible, dependent upon the camp
schedule.
Nurses needed for summer youth
camps! Camp Mennoscah needs nurses
for June 17-19 (First Camp), June 20-26
(Junior I) and July 25-30 (Senior
High). Nurses receive a stipend or a discount up to full camp fees for their
camper (camper does not have to attend
the same camp week).
Register or for more information contact:
office@campmennoscah.org
www.campmennoscah.org
620-297-3290
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Anabaptist World
The past year has been one of great
change for A nabaptist W orld magazine.
Among other things, in September, they
launched a new website, published the first
issue of A nabaptist W orld and started the
weekly digital newsletter, A W Headlines.
The magazine merged two former Anabaptist
publications; The Mennonite and Mennonite
World Review. It has been a whirlwind.
Print subscriptions and advertising
alone aren’t enough to maintain this work. It
takes all of us—print subscribers, online
readers, advertisers, members, donors and
staff—to make AW’s unique journalistic
ministry possible.
Anabaptist World reaches a print and
digital audience that spans the globe! Your
gifts helps them continue to serve and inspire
the Anabaptist movement around the world.
If you are excited about AW’s independent journalism, you may give online at:
anabaptistworld.org/GiveToAW or send to
Anabaptist World, P.O. Box 436, Congers,
NY 10920-0436.
A copy of A nabaptist W orld is available to read in the church library.

A Taste of God's Love…

May Calendar

Respond. Rebuild. Restore.
That is the motto of Mennonite Disaster Service. For decades MDS has responded to
disaster’s both large and small around the
country. “It’s amazing to see what can happen when we all work together and nobody
is worried about who gets the credit for it.
We have to remember that none of us are as
good as all of us.” Those are quotes from a
volunteer leader who has been part of the
rebuilding process.
Your support is appreciated and
needed as MDS continues to respond, rebuild and restore when needed. You may
give online at www.mds.org/donate or send
to MDS Binational Office, 583 Airport
Road, Litiz, PA 17543.
A copy of the MDS newsletter, Behind the Hammer, is available in the church
library.

In Lost in Wonder, Love and Praise (Abingdon Press), John
Killinger describes a mother’s love — and how it offers a tiny foretaste of God’s love: “It is
stronger than steel, softer than down and more resilient
than a green sapling on the hillside. It closes wounds, melts
disappointments and enables the weakest child to stand tall
and straight in the fields of adversity. I believe that this
love, even at its best, is only a shadow of the love of God, a
dark reflection of all that we can expect of him, both in this
life and the next.”
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Church Announcements
1. The Neighbors Store is in need of Spam
and spaghetti sauce.
2. The deadline for the June newsletter is
May 24.
3. Offering schedule for May:
May 2: Camp Mennoscah
May 9: Chur ch Budget
May 16: WDC
May 23: Pine Village
May 30: Chur ch Budget
Your offerings may be sent directly to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake,
Burrton, KS 67020 or put in the offering box
on the usher’s table. Thank you for your faithful giving.

May 1-2
May 5
6:30 pm
May 9
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
May 10 9:30 am
May 12 6:30 pm
May 19 6:30 pm
May 23 6:00 pm
6:00 pm
May 24 5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
May 26 6:30 pm
May 27 9:00 am
7:00 pm

Prayers & Praises






Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/21 12,948.17
January-February receipts
15,194.55
January-February expenses (20,798.14)
Budget balance @ 02/28/21
7,344.58
March receipts
5,777.16
March expenses
(9,723.48)
Budget balance @ 03/31/21
3,398.26

Camp Mennoscah Weekend
Prayer Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth
WMS Work Day
Prayer Meeting
Prayer Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth
Nurture Meeting
Covid Task Force
Church Council
Prayer Meeting
Morning Women’s Bible
Study
VBS Volunteer Training



Praise God for the marriage of Emily Gundy
and Patrick Salay on April 24 at Rainbow
Mennonite Church in Kansas City. Pray for
them as they begin their new life together.
Pray for Jo Pjesky and family as John died on
April 4. His memorial service was held in
our church on April 9.
Pray for the final weeks of school for the students and staff as they finish this challenging
year.
Pray for the health of Duane Regier and for
strength and peace for both Duane & Pauline.

Thank You
Many thanks for your cards, memorials,
calls and prayers at this sad and difficult time.
A special thanks to Pastor Steve, Kent and Cindy. Your comforting words are appreciated.
-Jo Pjesky & Family
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Vacation Bible School
The Halstead Community VBS will be
held June 1-4, 2021
from 9-11:30 am.
Children ages 3 years
to entering 5th grade
are invited to join the
fun as we discover
how Jesus' Power Pulls Us Through! The
VBS Planning Committee is discussing
best ways to utilize outside areas and larger
areas inside the church, along with other
health and safety precautions.
Please register your kids as early as
possible to help us in the planning process.
http://firstmennonitehalstead.org/vbs

Volunteers are needed! The VBS Team is
looking for individuals to serve as Crew
Leaders and Junior Crew Leaders. These
volunteers are in charge of a small group
of children and help their crew get from
station to station. VBS will be held June 14, 2021 from 9-11:30 am for ages 3 years
to entering 5th grade. If you are interested
in helping, please talk with one of our
church representatives: Kaitlen, Melanie,
Lauren, Raquel, Steve, Sara, or Brocia.
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Nurture Ministry News
The spring quarter Sunday school
mission offering project (through May) is
designated for Camp Mennoscah. Please
give your donations to our treasurer, Kent
Dick.
Worship Hour Nursery is back! Parents are welcome to send children ages 4
years and under down to nursery immediately following the Children's Story. If you
are interested in joining the volunteer rotation, please talk with Kaitlen.
The Walnut Grove area on the east
side of Harvey County West Park has been
reserved for the Sunday school picnic on
June 13. It will be a bring-your-own-picnic
instead of a potluck for safety reasons.
Mark your calendars!

Women’s Bible Study
A new women’s Bible study will
begin on Thursday, May 27 from 9-10:30
am in Stauffer Hall. We will be using the
“Elijah” DVD series by Priscilla Schirer
that the evening study has been using since
February. It will last for seven sessions.
We may decide to meet every two weeks or
every week depending on the desires of the
group. Please contact Debbie Nightingale
(316-641-4633 or debnight78@gmail.com)
if you are interested in joining this group or
for more information. The workbooks are
available for purchase through Faith & Life
Bookstore in Newton (10% discount if you
mention the church) or you can order
online.

Hesston College
Bel Canto Singers
After over a year of virtual and oncampus concerts, Hesston College’s Bel Canto Singers are hitting the road to perform a
program called “Lift Every Voice” at locations across several states including Kansas.
The concerts will be held outdoors
and concert attendees are asked to bring their
own lawn chairs for socially distanced seating. The concerts will be broadcasted over
FM radio for those choosing drive-in parking.
Local performances include:
 April 30, 7pm—Hesston College Mullet
Drive, Hesston
 May 3, 7 pm—Dyck Arboretum, Hesston
 May 4, 7 pm—First Mennonite,
Hutchinson, KS
 May 6, 7 pm—Pleasant Valley Mennonite
Church, Harper, KS
Up-to-date concert information—
including locations—can be found at
www.hessston.edu/everyvoice.

Walking in Faith
In What Are You Afraid Of? Facing
Down Your Fears With Faith (Tyndale
House), David Jeremiah describes Englishman John Pounds (1755-1839) as an example of facing debilitation with faith. While
working at the docks as a teen, Pounds fell
from a ship’s mast. Recovery took two
years. Out of boredom while bedridden, he
began reading the Bible and soon accepted
Christ.
Once well enough, Pounds worked
for a cobbler and later bought his own shop,
making orthopedic shoes for disabled children. His own body had healed crookedly,
resulting in constant pain, so he could identify with the people he served. Pounds also
fed homeless children, taught them to read
and told them about Jesus.
“What might John Pounds have become had he not been severely injured?” Jeremiah asks. Our struggles often enable us to
empathize with and help people we wouldn’t
have met otherwise. Through our weakness,
God can minister to others (2 Cor. 12:9).

The Power of Pentecost
Before Pentecost the disciples
found it hard to do easy things;
after Pentecost they found it easy
to do hard things.
—A.J. Gordon
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May
Celebrations
1 (A)
1
2
3
3
6
6
6
6
6 (A)
9 (A)
10
10
11
12
13
13
14
14
15
15 (A)
16
17
17
18
19 (A)
22
24
24
25
26 (A)
27 (A)
28 (A)
29 (A)
30
30 (A)
31
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Dale & Janet Ortman
Dana Keiser
Shelly Robinson
Mike Stahl
Duane Cummings
Jo Pjesky
Cleta Jean Friesen
Chuck Mueller
Keira Harmon
Johnson & Leah Kawanguzi
Rick & Cathy Frost
Joyce Koehn
Jill Backhus
Rick Frost
Rita Flickinger
Jason Smoker
Larry Gaston
Tyler Regier
Charlotte Milne
Kris Mueller
Bart & Maeanna Regier
Edith Unruh
Kalyn Ortman
Jenna Wellman
Beatriz Rose
Mike & Lise Bollinger
Johnson Kawanguzi
Jamison Smoker
Heather Finley
Joe Regier
Brett & Becca Rose
Paul & Crescent Haury
Michael & Kathleen Groom
Brad & Joyce Rodenberg
Terry Hills
James & Debbie Nightingale
Tanner Regier

Newton Et Cetera Shop

Church Council Notes

Newton Et Cetera Shop is grateful
for your donated items, your volunteer
time, and your shopping enthusiasm! We
have these requests for you this spring:

 The Discernment Team (Ruth) reported

We are in need of high-quality furniture, toys and home goods at this time.
Our current donation schedule is every
Wednesday from 9:30-6:00. We hope
to add more days in May.
 We welcome new volunteers! Amazingly, we welcomed the same number
of new volunteers (40!) in 2020 in the
midst of a pandemic, as we did in
2019! If you're interested in learning
more, please visit our website or Facebook page, send us an email expressing
interest
to manager@newtonetceterashop.com,
or call us at 316-283-9461.


Thank you for supporting your local MCC Thrift Shop!

from April 26, 2021











compiled a list of people to help with children’s story during worship.
The Vision Team (Chuck M.) shared a revised Policy and Procedures document.
Discussion was held regarding the Covenant of Understanding and who is responsible for getting that prepared. The PCRC
group will meet quarterly.
The Care Ministry (Ron D.) reported about
communion on April 4 and the difficulties
with the ready-to-go communion package.
John Pjesky passed away and prayers were
given for Jo. Boyd Koehn had a birthday
celebration. Duane Regier will be traveling
to Houston for medical reasons. Discussion
on the high utility bills and the possibility of
providing help to the community.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen) has not
met. Kaitlen is planning food for the Camp
Mennoscah weekend. A Care Portal request came through for backpacks and duffel bags for St. Francis Ministry.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight) reported
they have not met. A few Camp Mennoscah scholarships have been provided.
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie N.) reported
that summer Sunday school mission offering will be for the Kebede Family (Chuck
Haspels sister & family) who are returning
to Africa later this summer to their missionary assignment. Our Sunday school children
plan to maintain contact with them. Began
discussions about Jr. & Sr. High Youth
group next year as well as youth mentoring
and prayer partner ideas. A new women’s
Bible study will begin May 27 in the morn-









ing. The Sunday school picnic will be June
13 at Harvey County West Park. Casey updated the Nurture Ministry on work being
completed in the libraries.
Treasurer’s Report (Larry R.) reported that
the budget balance is $3,398.26 which is
down for the month of March. April offerings have been good. The gas bill was
$11,700 for the month of March. The previous bill for that month was $567. James
signed an agreement with the City to pay
about $900 a month for one year to pay off
this bill.
The Stewardship Ministry (James N.) has
met via email and phone. The church painting is scheduled for this summer, no specific
date yet. Some siding needs to be replaced
before the painting. James and some helpers
worked on cleaning out the courtyard to prepare it for installation of the artificial turf.
Strong helpers will be needed for this task,
hopefully sometime in May.
The Worship Ministry (Gregg) reported they
are planning a few things for Camp Mennoscah but mostly it will be a weekend to
relax. Brocia will take some time off from
Praise Team to welcome her new baby. The
Worship Ministry welcomes feedback on
audio and video on both the Livestream and
in person. David Mueller purchased some
new software so praise songs and announcements can be displayed on the Livestream.
New Business: A donation policy was created by the library committee but will cover
all donations for the church. Motion passed
to accept it. The Covid Task Force met prior
to Council. Beginning May 9, masks will be
encouraged, but optional. We will continue
to social distance and encourage people to
visit outside after the service.
Next meeting: May 24 at 7:30 pm
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Memorial Day

2021 Kansas
Relief Sale
The 2021 Kansas
Mennonite Relief Sale is
planned for July 2-3 at the
State
Fairgrounds
in
Hutchinson. Below are some
pre-sale announcements:





We remember those who have went
home to be with Jesus from our congregation from May 1, 2020 to April 30, 2021:



Norma Wendling—May 8, 2020

Joyce Franz—October 17, 2020
Raleigh Unruh—October 26, 2020
Larry Berger—December 27, 2020
John Pjesky—April 4, 2021
We also remember those who have
sacrificed for our freedom and for our
health in the past year. Please remember
all these in prayer.



Donations are needed for the Quilter’s
Corner. Please take your items to the
MCC Center in North Newton anytime.
The quilt registration form is available on
the sale website.
Please pray for the sale and it’s organizers
as they navigate the sale during these uncertain times.
Choose a date anytime before July 1 for a
Fellowship Meal and plan your own meal.
You may suggest that guests donate $20
for adults and $6 for children. However,
any donation amount is fine as no gift is
too small. If you choose to participate,
give your name to Lois Loflin as well as
the money and the date you collected it.
Order your MCC Relief Sale gear on the
website.

For more information about this
year’s sale see www.kansas.mccsale.org.

“If at first you don't succeed, try doing it the way mom told you to in the beginning.”
—Unknown

Stewardship Note
The extreme cold weather and escalating utility prices hit the church as well as
your house. Our gas bill at the church was
$11,600 for February. We are working with
the city to make a no-interest payment plan
over the next 12 months to pay the February
bill, plus our current monthly usage. We
know this probably hit you at home as well.
Your continued faithful giving to the
Church Budget is appreciated.

I Believe
I believe in sunshine;
but I cannot clasp its ray.
I cannot capture ocean tides;
just watch them day by day.
I believe in thinking;
yet no brick can think a thought.
I believe in loving;
though love can’t be boxed or bought.
I believe in gifts from God …
diverse, yet clear … and thus:
I believe God’s Love enfolds,
sustains, and blesses us!

Loving an EGR
During a conversation over coffee, a
friend mentioned an “EGR.” I had to interrupt and ask for a definition: Extra Grace
Required — in other words, people who can
seem tough to love.
Often, they’re the most in need of
love because they’re hurting. Perhaps Jesus
was referring to EGRs when he said, “If you
love only those who love you, what reward
is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors
do that much” (Matthew 5:46, NLT). Truly
loving others — even EGRs — might not be
as tough as we think. Simple gestures such
as smiling, truly listening, sending a note or
extending an invitation go a long way toward expressing care and softening hearts.
At times, we all require extra grace.
Thankfully, God has an unlimited amount to
extend to us and then through us. Out of joy,
we can find ways — even simple ones — to
share God’s grace and love with people who
need it.
—Janna Firestone

—Peggy Ferrell, Poems and Prayers

“If you find it in your heart to care for somebody else, you will have succeeded.”
—Maya Angelou
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“The point is not to pay back kindness but to pass it on.”
—Julia Alvarez
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