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Live Streaming at 10 am on the 
church Facebook page  

“We are a community of 
believers who follow Jesus 
Christ as we receive and 

share God’s love.” 
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We, of First Mennonite Church, 

 Valuing the convictions  
          of our faith, 

 Endeavor to: 
    Engage our members in ministry, 

    Expand community outreach, 

    Embrace new people, 
            In the love of Christ. 

Although Things are Not Perfect 
Author unknown 

Although things are not perfect 

Because of tr ial or  pain, 

Continue in thanksgiving 

Do not begin to blame.  

Even when the times are hard 

Fierce winds are bound to blow, 

God is forever  able 

Hold on to what you know.  

Imagine life without His love 

Joy would cease to be, 

Keep thanking Him for  all the things 

Love impar ts to thee.  

Move out of " Camp Complaining"  

No weapon that is known 

On ear th can yield the power  

Praise can do alone.  

Quit looking at the future 

Redeem the time at hand, 

Star t every day with worship 

To " thank"  is a command.  

Until we see Him coming 

Victor ious in the sky, 

We' ll run the race with gratitude 

Xalting God most high.  

Yes, there' ll be good times and yes 

  some will be bad, but... 

Zion waits in glory... 

  where none are ever sad!  

(submitted by Dorothy Dick) 

 

 

 

 

Ministry in Daily Life 
 

“To greet the day with reverence for the 

opportunities it contains … to hold ever 

before me, even in the doing of little 

things, the Ultimate Purpose toward 

which I am working; to meet men and 

women with laughter on my lips and 

love in my heart; to be gentle, kind and 

courteous through all the hours; to  

approach the night with … the joy that 

comes from work well done, this is how  

I desire to spend wisely my days.”  

 

-Thomas Dreier (1884-1976) 
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Camp Mennoscah 

 The following are Camp Mennoscah's 

2020 Summer Staff, ready to share com-

munity and God's love with you, whatev-

er the summer looks like!  The summer 

staffers are Beth Balzer, Sarah Booth, 

Karina Brandt, Ethan Entz, Kyle Flick-

inger, Anna Lubbers, Seth Rudeen.  We 

are not giving summer staffers position 

titles at this time. 

 Camp Mennoscah facilities and camp 

grounds will be closed at least until May 

22.  Keep in touch on the Camp Men-

noscah Facebook page and YouTube 

channel!  We will continue to update in-

formation on our website and social me-

dia sites, as well as through email.  Stay 

healthy! 

 
Contact us or reply at 620-297-3290 

or olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org  
 

When I was a child, I was playing 

in my yard when a friend coming down 

the road called out and got my attention.  

Now, I am prone, on occasion, to getting 

really excited about things, if you didn’t 

know that about me!  On this day, I was 

really excited so I started running to see 

this friend without further delay.  Believ-

ing that the shortest distance between two 

points is a straight line, I plunged into the 

brush to run through and arrive on the 

road. However, unbeknownst to me, there 

was an old fence line with a single re-

maining strand of barbed wire.  Several 

paces into the brush, I ran straight into the 

wire flipping me over and cutting my 

stomach.  As I stood up and observed my 

torn shirt with fresh blood streaming 

down my stomach, I realized I was not 

going to get to see my friend after all.  

 This childhood story came to mind 

as I imagined the day when we will all be 

able to be at church again.  I had visions 

of a great celebration, of the doors flung 

wide open, people streaming in shaking 

hands and embracing each other.  Oh the 

joyous celebration and worship of God 

we would have when liberated from our 

exile!  

Then I realized to come back in 

such a way would be like plunging into 

the brush and running headlong into a 

strand of barbed wire.  I realized I would 

need to temper my excitement in favor of 

the safety of all.  As much as I would like 

our return to be a big celebration similar 

to how it was before, I know that will not 

Running Ahead Pandemic Memories 
(compiled on Facebook) 

 

What Blessings has this time brought you 

and your family? 

 
Sara Smoker: I’m enjoying having my big 

kids home more, as well as this time of no 

busyness...nowhere to rush to!  

Sandy Allen: Rick is really loving the fact 

that I have time to make bread, the dogs love 

being outside with me, and I really appreciate 

being able to work with my students face-to-

face - because I miss that! 

Kaitlen Ortman: Kalyn and Megan are en-

joying more free time for whatever they 

want—Legos, being active, playing outside, 

etc.  Lakyn loves having her sisters around 

all the time. I’m enjoying less busyness, 

more time at home, sharing the school expe-

rience with the girls and seeing their teachers 

in action (and doing a terrific job with this 

new way of school), and being intentional 

with letting others know we are thinking of 

them. 

Lois Loflin:  It has been fun visiting with old-

er members on the phone. I’ve also cleaned 

some cupboards and found things I had for-

gotten we owned! 

Melanie Haspels:  Having more time to teach 

life skills — it’s not as easy to accomplish 

during the school year. 

Raquel Wilcox: Our boys have loved time 

building with Legos and I am reading a third 

book! 

Leah Kawanguzi: The ability to be a stay-at-

home mama and spend more time with our 

sweet boys.  

be possible.  Many things will be different, 

at least for a time.  We will need to take ex-

tra precautions to help keep people healthy; 

social distancing, extra cleaning, staying 

home if even feeling slightly sick, changing 

how we collect offerings, sitting in pews, 

moving through the church and so on.  

Perhaps though, that reality is more 

consistent with coming out of exile anyway.  

The Israelites, after being liberated from 

slavery in Egypt, did not immediately reach 

their destination and have a big celebration.  

Instead they had 40 years of wandering in 

the desert as the Lord prepared them for the 

place He was bringing them.  It was not easy 

and the people complained about the situa-

tion.  Yet through that time, God showed He 

would not leave them.  Exodus 33:14: “The 

LORD replied, ‘My Presence will go with 

you, and I will give you rest.’” 

There will be challenges ahead that 

to some of us may feel more like wandering 

in a desert for 40 years instead of a joyous 

reunion.  We may find ourselves wanting to 

grumble and complain about it.  However, I 

hope we can look for the ways God may be 

preparing us for something new to come.  

Remember, we can trust in His Presence be-

ing with us and find our rest in Him during 

this time and in all times.  
         -Blessings, Pastor Steve 

 

mailto:olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org
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Treasurer’s News 

 The offering schedule for May is 

listed above.  Your offerings may be sent di-

rectly to James Nightingale at 2819 N. Spring 

Lake Rd., Burrton, KS  67020.  You may also 

place them in James’ church mailbox or mail 

them to the church.  Don’t forget about pur-

chasing the new hymnals ($25 each) in honor 

or memory of your loved ones.  We are antic-

ipating their arrival later this year.    

 Thank you for your faithful giving, 

especially during this very challenging time.  

Your faithfulness and generosity is appreciat-

ed!     

Church Announcements 
 

1. The Neighbors Store is currently closed. 

Commodities are given outside on Mon-

day’s. They are in need of cereal and 

crackers.   

2. The deadline for the June newsletter is 

May 26. 
3.   Offering schedule for May: 

      May 3:    Camp Mennoscah 

      May 10:  Church Budget 

      May 17:  WDC 

      May 24:  Pine Village 

      May 31:  Church Budget 

 Please pray for the family of Pauline Re-

gier whose sister, Christine Budde, 

passed away on April 14.   

 Please pray for the family of Jo Pjesky 

whose brother, John Klassen, passed 

away April 4. 

 Please pray for the family of Bob & Lu-

Ann Laswell.  Bob’s father, James Las-

well, passed away on March 14.   

 Pray for all who are sheltering-in-place 

during the global pandemic.  May each 

one feel God’s presence and peace as we 

each do our part to lesson the spread. 

 Continue to pray for the health and safety 

of our health care workers and first re-

sponders as they work to care for those 

affected by the virus.     

Adopted by God 
 

 Anecdotes abound of couples who 

become pregnant soon after finalizing a long

-awaited adoption. A Reader’s Digest con-

tributor recounts how one such mother later 

handled well-meaning inquiries about which 

child was “hers” (biologically). She replied: 

“I’ve forgotten.”  

 That mindset, perhaps, is why John 

Piper calls adoption “a picture of the Gos-

pel.” God, through his Son Jesus, makes us 

his very own eternally beloved children.  

 Max Lucado writes: “If anybody un-

derstands God’s ardor for his children, it’s 

someone who has rescued an orphan from 

despair, for that is what God has done for us. 

God has adopted you. God sought you, 

found you, signed the papers and took you 

home.”  

Prayers & Praises  

Memorial 

Day 

May 25, 2020 
 

 

 We remember those who have went 

home to be with Jesus from our congregation 

from May 1, 2019 to April 30, 2020: 
 

Annetta Howard—May 1, 2019 

Peggy Koehn—September 16, 2019 

Lillian Vigneron—November 13, 2019 

Rosetta Auernheimer—December 5, 2019 

Florence Unruh—December 16, 2019 

Rachel Lohrenz—December 17, 2019 

Ralph Janzen—December 23, 2019 

 We also remember those who have 

sacrificed for our freedom and for our health 

in the past year.   Please remember them in 

prayer.   

 

Trust the Artist…  We must offer ourselves to God like a clean, 

smooth canvas and not worry ourselves about what God may choose to 

paint on it, but at each moment, feel only the stroke of his brush. … It is the 

same with a piece of stone. Each blow from the sculptor’s chisel makes it 

feel … as if it were being destroyed. … All I know is that I must stay im-

mobile in the hands of the sculptor. … I have no idea what he is doing … 

but I know his work is the best possible.   -Jean Pierre de Caussade 

Prayer Meeting 
 

 The prayer group that meets on 

Wednesday nights will continue to meet 

through May for those interested. The group 

will meet on May 6, 13, 20, 27.   
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May Celebrations  

 1 (A) Dale & Janet Ortman 

 1 Dana Keiser 

 2 Shelly Robinson 

 3 Mike Stahl 

 6 Jo Pjesky 

 6 Cleta Jean Friesen 

 6 Chuck Mueller 

 6 Keira Harmon 

 6 (A) Johnson & Leah Kawanguzi 

 9 (A) Rick & Cathy Frost 

10  Joyce Koehn 

10 Jill Backhus 

11  Rick Frost 

12  Rita Flickinger 

13  Jason Smoker 

13  Larry Gaston 

14 Tyler Regier 

14 Charlotte Milne 

15 Kris Mueller 

15 (A) Bart & Maeanna Regier 

16  Edith Unruh 

17  Kalyn Ortman 

17  Jenna Bliss 

17  Norma Wendling 

18  Beatriz Rose 

19 (A) Mike & Lise Bollinger 

22 Johnson Kawanguzi  

24  Heather Finley 

25 Joe Regier 

26 (A) Brett & Becca Rose 

27 (A) Paul & Crescent Haury 

28 (A) Michael & Kathleen Groom 

29 Ryan Martens 

29 (A) Brad & Joyce Rodenberg 

30  Terry Hills 

30 (A) James & Debbie Nightingale 

31 Tanner Regier 

VBS Postponed 

 

 The VBS Team has decided to 

postpone VBS until a later date, which will 

be decided later this summer as we are able 

to see how community gatherings will be 

allowed and what type of restrictions might 

still be in place. It is our greatest desire to 

reach the community with the gospel, but 

we want to be able to do so in a safe and 

healthy way.  

 

 

 

Sweetest sounds  
 

The sweetest sounds  

to mortals given  

are heard in Mother,  

Home and Heaven.  
 

—William Goldsmith Brown   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    What’s up at First Mennonite  

 Live Streaming 
 

 During this time of physical separa-

tion due to Covid-19, our church service is 

being streamed live on Facebook.  Join us 

each week at 10 am on the church page 

(FirstMennoniteChurchofHalstead).  Most 

aspects of our regular service are included 

and a bulletin packet, which includes music, 

is available on the church website.  We’d 

love to “see” you at church!     

 

 

Sunday School  

Spring Quarter Offering 
 

 The Nurture Ministry has chosen 

Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) as our 

spring quarter Sunday school mission offer-

ing project.  During this time of separation 

the Nurture Ministry invites you to mail 

your donations to our treasurer, Kent Dick, 

at 8715 NW 36th Street, Halstead, KS  

67056, or you may place your offerings in 

Kent’s church mailbox.  Our children are 

still receiving their Sunday school lessons 

through efforts of the Nurture Ministry with 

email, Facebook and other avenues.  

 Thank you for your continued sup-

port of our Sunday school programs!    

 

 

Church Council Notes 
Zoom Meeting on April 21, 2020 

 

 The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) is work-

ing on the pastoral review that is required 

every three years.  The council gave affir-

mation to discuss with conference pastor, 

Heidi Regier Kreider, the options.   

 The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) 

has signed up our CarePortal group to help 

with emergency relief requests as they are 

generated. 

 The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale) 

met on Zoom.  Daily scripture/prayer 

emails continue to be sent following Lent 

for an additional 30 days on the theme of 

“Overcome”.  The names of God cards will 

be emailed through May.  VBS is under 

discussion.  

 Stewardship Ministry (James Nightingale) 

shared that James is working on the youth 

area, painting, sealing the floor & carpet-

ing.  Council approved the DEA for using 

the church facility again this summer.  A 

cleaning schedule will be generated and 

professional carpet cleaning/sanitizing will 

be completed in May.  Larry Regier report-

ed a budget balance of  $5,600. 

 The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen) is 

working through technology issues with 

the live streaming.   

 Pastor Steve was thanked for all he is do-

ing to keep us together during the pandem-

ic.   

 IT update: A new computer was purchased 

for the balcony to run the visuals.   

 Council had discussion on our re-opening 

plan in response to Covid-19.  

 

Next meeting: May 19 at 7pm on Zoom  


