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Healing Hospitality
Repeated headlines about violence
can make us “feel like locking our doors and
never entering society again,” writes pastor
and author Max Lucado. After another mass
shooting, he penned an online opinion piece
that urged people to do the exact opposite
by opening their doors, their hearts and their
circles.
“It’s no accident that hospitality and
hospital come from the same Latin word,”
Lucado writes, “for they both lead to the
same result: healing. When you open your
door to someone, you are sending this message: ‘You matter.’”

First Mennonite Church
427 West 4th
Halstead, KS 67056

Because daily life is filled with rejections, extending an invitation — even to
a simple meal — can be life-altering, Lucado contends. What you think is a messy
house might be a sanctuary to someone else,
“and to those who eat alone every night,
pork and beans on paper plates tastes like
filet mignon.” Our kitchen tables are “God’s
secret weapons in the war on fear,” Lucado
says. “We never know what one meal will
do.”
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“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Today I Will Make a Difference
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Today I will make a difference. I will
begin by controlling my thoughts. A person is
the product of his thoughts. I want to be happy and hopeful. Therefore, I will have
thoughts that are happy and hopeful. I refuse
to be victimized by my circumstances. I will
not let petty inconveniences such as stoplights, long lines, and traffic jams be my masters. I will avoid negativism and gossip. Optimism will be my companion, and victory will
be my hallmark. Today I will make a difference.
I will be grateful for the twenty-four
hours that are before me. Time is a precious
commodity. I refuse to allow what little time I
have to be contaminated by self-pity, anxiety,
or boredom. I will face this day with the joy
of a child and the courage of a giant. I will
drink each minute as though it is my last.
When tomorrow comes, today will be gone
forever. While it is here, I will use it for loving and giving. Today I will make a difference.
I will not let past failures haunt me.
Even though my life is scarred with mistakes,
I refuse to rummage through my trash heap of
failures. I will admit them. I will correct
them. I will press on. Victoriously. No failure
is fatal. It’s OK to stumble... I will get up. It’s
OK to fail... I will rise again. Today I will
make a difference.
I will spend time with those I love.
My spouse, my children, my family, my
friends. A man can own the world but be poor
for the lack of love. A man can own nothing
and yet be wealthy in relationships. Today I
will spend at least five minutes with the significant people in my world. Five quality
minutes of talking or hugging or thanking or
listening. Five undiluted minutes with my
mate, children, and friends. Today I will
make a difference.

As I read this article by Max Lucado, I
thought of the journey our church was on these
past months to study and learn from Philippians
4:4-9. Some of you journaled your thoughts,
some of you prayed about changes, some may
have memorized the scripture. Whatever the
method, your thoughts were changed! God
gives us so many opportunities to take the lessons we learn from scripture and turn them into
something good. Praise God for that!
Besides this scripture I found an acronym that has brought this to life for me. It is
THINK. What it stands for is this:
T—Thoughtful
H—Helpful
I—Inspiring
N– Necessary
K– Kind
Take your thoughts, your words and
your attitude through the process of THINK. If
what you are thinking isn’t thoughtful, helpful,
inspiring, necessary or kind, it probably needs
to go. Instead, use the words of Philippians 4:9
to replace that thought, word or attitude.
“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent
or praiseworthy—THINK
about
such
things.” (emphasis mine)
We don’t have to stay in a rut, or in a
pattern or locked in habits. God, through the
Holy Spirit and through scripture, provides ample opportunity to get out of them!
The last sentence in verse 9 tells you
what you then get from God… “and the God of
peace will be with you.” That is amazing! Just
like the Easter promise of new life because our
sins were accounted for by Jesus’ sacrifice, so
too we get the promised Holy Spirit and peace!
Does is get any better than that?
My prayer is that all those reading this
today will THINK—and dwell in scripture to
find the peace that awaits you!
Thanks for reading!
Debbie Nightingale

Camp Mennoscah
We're looking for you! We are peeking
around corners and checking our mail to
find nurses for our camp weeks of June 9
-15 and June 23-29 and kitchen staff for
June 23-29. We also have a few single
openings for kitchen staff on some
weeks. Nurses can receive a stipend or a
camper discount. Kitchen staff can receive a camper discount up to full
fees. Free tee shirts for all nurses and
kitchen staffers!
 Summer Youth Camps at Camp Mennoscah still have openings! Gather your
friends and tell them about the great
things we do--campfire, river play,
crafts, singing, nature, friendship bracelets, and more fun stuff! Camp is the
sort of thing to share with everyone. Our
summer theme is Peace Works: Empowering Peacemakers.
 The Camp Mennoscah 2019 summer
staffers are Addie Regier, music plus;
Anna Lubbers, lifeguard; Ellie Bradley,
crafts; Hannah Unruh, lifeguard plus;
Jeff Kauffman, grounds/maintenance;
Karina Brandt, office; Kendrick Weaver,
office plus; Kyle Flickinger, lifeguard
plus; and Seth Rudeen, naturalist. Plus
indicates the staffer will have responsibilities beyond just what their title states
or they may share in bits of another position. We love these folks who are multitalented and want to use their awesome
skills!
Contact us at:
www.campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3290


WDC Annual Assembly
Save the date! The WDC Annual
Assembly will be held July 26-27 at Bethel
College in North Newton, KS. Mennonite
Church USA Executive Director, Glen
Guyton, will be our keynote speaker! More
information will be available in May. Everyone's invited!

WDC Support
Western District Conference encourages your regular financial support for
your congregation and for WDC as we
share together in God's work in 2019. In
his book A spirituality of fundraising, Henri
Nouwen writes "Fundraising is a very concrete way to help the kingdom of God come
about...The kingdom is where God provides
for all that we need. It is the realm of sufficiency where we are no longer pulled here
and there by anxiety about having enough...
Even a seemingly small act of generosity
can grow into something far beyond what
we could ever ask or imagine."
Contributions to WDC may be
made online at http://mennowdc.org or sent
to PO Box 306, North Newton, KS
67117. Thank you for your generosity!
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May Calendar
May 1
May 4-5

Church
Announcements
1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
May 19. Neighbor s needs ar e ketchup,
mustard, mayonnaise and ranch dressing.
2. The deadline for the June newsletter is
May 28.
3. Offering schedule for May:
May 5: (None. At Camp Mennoscah)
May 12: Chur ch Budget &
Western District Conference
May 19: Offender Victim Ministr ies
May 26: Pine Village

May 5
May 8

6:30 pm Prayer Meeting
7:00 pm Bell Choir
8:00 pm Choir
Camp Mennoscah
Weekend
NO SERVICES IN OUR BUILDING

7:00 pm Choir Practice & Ice
Cream at Gregg’s
May 9
9:30 am Mom’s Group
May 13
9:30 am WMS
May 14
7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast
May 15
6:30 pm Prayer Meeting
May 16
9:30 am Mom’s Group
May 20
7:00 pm Nurture & Mission
8:00 pm Church Council
May 22
6:30 pm Prayer Meeting
May 23
6:00 pm VBS Supper
6:30 pm VBS Training
May 28-31
VBS
May 28
7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast
May 29
6:30 pm Prayer Meeting

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/19 12,413.10
January–February receipts
18,069.37
January–February expenses (20,663.16)
Budget balance @ 02/28/19
9,819.31
March receipts
8,050.00
March expenses
(10,089.72)
Budget balance @ 03/31/19
7,779.59
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Happy Mother’s Day!
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What’s up at First Mennonite!
Practice Hospitality
by Kaitlen Ortman
In Romans 12:13, we are called to
practice hospitality. Hospitality is defined as
the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests, visitors, or
strangers. But how often do we open up our
lives and homes to welcome others in?
When I think about opening up our home, I
all too often think about all the “stuff” that
needs to get cleaned up or put away or the
to-do list that hasn’t been touched. I spend
more time thinking about the things that
need to get done and end up not inviting
anyone over because it’s the easy thing to
do. But God doesn’t ask us to take the easy
path.
As chair of the Hospitality Ministry,
I need this reminder just as much as anyone. I need opportunities to practice hospitality in my home. In lieu of organized Supper Clubs this Spring, the Hospitality Ministry encourages the congregation to invite a
friend, an acquaintance, or someone you
don’t know very well into your home during
the month of May. If opening your home
seems too intimidating, take a smaller step
and invite someone out to eat.
How can you practice hospitality
this month?
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The VBS team
would love to have
you join us on Safari during our Roar
VBS the week of
May 28-31, from 911:30 am! We are
looking for Crew
Leaders and Junior Crew Leaders
(entering 6th &
7th). These roles allow you to interact with a
small group of kids and join in all the fun of
VBS. Registration is open and can be found
at www.firstmennonitehalstead/vbs, along
with Volunteer Registration.
Prayer Calendars and sign up sheets
for donations are available on the bulletin
board. We look forward to filling the church
with energetic kids and volunteers!

Women’s Mission Society
WMS will meet on Monday, May 13
at 9:30 am for an outing. Be watching the
bulletin for details. All women are invited to
attend!

Echoes of Easter

Thoughts on Memorial Day
“There never was a good war
or a bad peace.”
—Benjamin Franklin

The Resurrection wasn’t a “one-off”;
it was a spark that lit a flame that continues
burning even today, especially where people
minister in the Risen One’s name. One such
outreach, Camp Noah, serves children traumatized by disaster. Nationwide, volunteers
offer week-long experiences of kindness,
love, listening and safety to kids who’ve recently survived a tornado, flood, hurricane,
wildfire or shooting. Kids often open up for
the first time to share their “storm stories”
and begin a journey of healing.
Leaders at Camp Noah attest to
God’s power to bring joy out of sorrow, trust
out of fear and life out of death. A boy who
initially was aloof dances with another
camper at the closing worship; kids who arrived with uncertain expressions leave with
smiles and regained confidence. Mental
health counselors are part of camp teams,
and referrals are made to continue care afterward.
Resurrection often happens in steps,
not overnight. But wherever “ordinary” daily
ministry takes place in Christ’s name, extraordinary echoes of the first Easter are evident.
—Heidi Mann

“Ours is a world of nuclear giants and
ethical infants. We know more about war
than we know about peace, more about killing than we know about living. We have
grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected
the Sermon on the Mount.”
—General Omar Bradley
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Prayer & Praises
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Praise God for the successful Kansas
MCC Relief Sale!
Praise God for the resurrection of Jesus
and the joy of Easter!
Continue praying for Rosetta Auernheimer in her transition and her health.
Please pray for Deb Beachy, Brocia
Mueller’s mom, as she continues her battle with breast cancer. Pray specifically
that her platelet count will remain in the
acceptable range so she can continue her
current treatment.
Please pray for Breanna, daughter to Andrew & Melisa Kaldenbach. Brenna has
an inactive thyroid. Pray for healing for
Breanna.
Pray for the family of Evelyn Regier
who died on April 8. Her celebration of
life was held in our church on April 15.
Pray for the family of Karolyn Unruh
who died on April 16. Her celebration of
life was held in our church on April 19.
Pray for the family of Sue Brock who
died on April 4. A memorial is being
planned by the family for a later date.
Continue your prayers for Cleo Koop
and family as they make decisions for
Faye’s care and for their transitions.
Please keep Juanita and Francisco Machado in your prayers as Juanita has developing kidney failure. They have
served in Spain with MMN and will
need to end their term soon. Our congregation has supported the Machado’s in
recent years.

Church Sound System
At the annual
meeting in January, our church
approved a $9,000
improvement
to
the sound system
in the sanctuary. The new system will be
installed on April 24 with some remodeling
of the current cabinet being done. It will be
a much more streamlined system and will
allow for easier transitions and training for
those operating the system. Please consider
what you can give to finish paying for this
new system! Thank you!

Church Council



Minutes from April 22, 2019 meeting:










The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) shared
that discussion was held regarding the
ministry showcase. Conversation was
held regarding the covenant membership
idea discussed at the council retreat in
February.
Care Ministry (Ron Dick) reported that
communion went well on Palm Sunday.
Care needs were discussed. The ministry showcase sign-up gained 4 people
willing to help with visitation.
Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman)
will put together packets for people interested with the brochures made for the
ministry showcase. Hospitality is encouraging the congregation to show hospitality in their homes during May by
inviting someone over for a meal.
The Mission Ministry (Sandy Allen)
shared that quite a few camp scholarships have been given.
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale) will be teaching Circles of Grace
on April 28. This is a requirement of our
Safe Sanctuary Policy. Parents will be
notified about this opportunity. Summer
Sunday school is planned with all children’s teachers in place and the adults
will have speakers and a video series.
VBS is planned and a training session
will be held May 23. The Sunday
school picnic will be at the Nightingale’s on Sunday, June 9 in the evening.
There has been good feedback about
adding the children’s taper lighters during worship.







The Stewardship Ministry (Larry Regier
& James Nightingale) shared the budget
balance is currently $7,7879.59. The
new sound system will be installed on
April 24. Almost all the money has
been raised. Some remodeling of the
current cabinet that holds the sound system will be required. Jason Mueller has
been hired to do lawn care during the
growing season. The next project will
probably be replacing the back door and
frame in the kitchen. The courtyard is
being cleaned.
The Worship Ministry (Gregg Dick)
shared that the services for Holy Week
went well. The next responsibility is the
Camp Mennoscah weekend, May 4-5.
Gregg needs to know if you are attending the weekend no later than April 29.
There will be no services in our church
building on May 5.
Pastor Steve had a busy time with two
funerals in the same week as Holy
Week. He feels there is good energy in
the church!
In New Business: The “Fear Not Little
Flock” woodcarving is being shared for
6 months with Western District Conference. Stop by the conference office and
view the various artwork from several
churches!
Next Church Council meeting is
Monday, May 20 at 8 pm.
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May
Celebrations
1 (A)
1
2
3
6
6
6
9 (A)
10
10
11
12
13
13
14
14
15
15 (A)
16
17
17
17
18
19 (A)
22
24
25
26 (A)
27 (A)
28 (A)
29
29 (A)
30
30 (A)
31
6

Dale & Janet Ortman
Dana Keiser
Shelly Robinson
Mike Stahl
Jo Pjesky
Cleta Jean Friesen
Chuck Mueller
Rick & Cathy Frost
Joyce Koehn
Jill Backhus
Rick Frost
Rita Flickinger
Jason Smoker
Larry Gaston
Tyler Regier
Charlotte Milne
Kris Mueller
Bart & Maeanna Regier
Edith Unruh
Kalyn Ortman
Jenna Bliss
Norma Wendling
Beatriz Rose
Mike & Lise Bollinger
Johnson Kawanguzi
Heather Finley
Joe Regier
Brett & Becca Rose
Paul & Crescent Haury
Michael & Kathleen Groom
Ryan Martens
Brad & Joyce Rodenberg
Terry Hills
James & Debbie Nightingale
Tanner Regier

Camp Scholarships for Camp Mennoscah and Rocky Mountain Mennonite
Camp are available for children in our congregation and a friend. Mission Ministry
will reimburse ½ of the registration. Turn in
receipts to treasurer Larry Regier and he will
reimburse ½ of the amount. For more information
on
the
camps,
go
to
www.campmennoscah.org
and
https://
rmmc.org/

Camp Mennoscah Weekend

Safe Sanctuary Training

Please join in the fun, fellowship, and
worship as our church joins with the Bethel
College Mennonite Church on May 4th and
5th at Camp Mennoscah for a retreat weekend. Arrive any time after 1:00pm on Saturday and enjoy canoeing, fishing, disc golf,
etc. during the afternoon. Saturday evening
includes supper, hayrack ride, snacks and a
campfire service. Enjoy breakfast on Sunday
morning followed by a hymn sing, worship
service, and lunch.
Information, including the more detailed schedule is on the bulletin board in the
hallway and registration forms are located on
the table in the foyer. Please talk with Gregg
Dick if you have further questions.
The deadline for getting your registration to Gregg is April 29. There will be
no church services in our building on May
5. Everyone is welcome to join us at Camp
Mennoscah for Sunday services if you are
unable to attend on Saturday!

On Sunday, April 28, the Nurture Ministry will be providing training in Circles of
Grace for all school aged children. Our Safe
Sanctuary Policy requires training at least once
a year. Circles of Grace is a curriculum that
teaches the importance of learning and understanding safe personal boundaries and helps
children learn confidence in maintaining those.
All school age children are invited and
encouraged to participate. The training will
follow the children’s story during worship. If
you have questions about the training please
talk with Debbie Nightingale, Nurture Ministry Chair.

Concert at Dyck Arboretum

The Mennonite Magazine

The next concert of the Prairie Window Concert Series, featuring blues musician Guy Davis, will be on Sunday, April
28th at 4 p.m. at the Dyck Arboretum in
Hesston. Join us for an evening of great music and good food in a prairie garden setting.
Tickets: $20 adults/$10 kids, plus
tax. Purchase tickets online or call 620-3278127 to reserve your seats.

The Mennonite, Inc., invites your
original submissions for our June 2019 print
magazine issue and corresponding online
content focusing on Congregational peace
witness. https://themennonite.org/june-2019call-submissions/

Thanks Mom!
At his graduation, a
young man tasked with
giving a speech began
reading from some notes.
“I want to talk about my
mother and the wonderful influence she had on
my life,” he said. “She’s a shining example of
parenthood, and I love her more than words
can ever do justice.”
The graduate then paused, appeared to
struggle a moment and looked up at the audience with a mischievous smile. “It’s really
hard to read my mom’s handwriting,” he said.

Happy Graduation to all those who
have completed their studies!
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