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Paying it back...and Forward
During the pandemic, acts of kindness seemed especially meaningful. Last
spring, as Covid-19 hit Native American
communities particularly hard, an interesting transatlantic outreach occurred. Donations from Ireland began appearing in a relief fund for Navajo and Hopi families, leading administrators to suspect the account
had been hacked. Then they realized a cross
-generational payback was underway.
In 1847, Choctaw Tribe members
sent $170 overseas to Ireland to help with
Potato Famine relief. That generosity was
never forgotten, and by May 2020, people in
Ireland had contributed more than $4 million toward pandemic assistance for relatives of people who’d helped their ancestors.
Many donors included an Irish proverb
meaning “In each other’s shadows the people live.”
The concept of paying it forward
dates back to a 1784 letter by Benjamin
Franklin. It also echoes Jesus’ Golden Rule:
“Do to others as you would have them do to
you” (Luke 6:31). How might you live out
this practice today?
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That’s the point!
If prayer stands as the place where God and
human beings meet, then I must learn about
prayer. Most of my struggles in the Christian
life circle around the same two themes: why
God doesn't act the way we want God to, and
why I don't act the way God wants me to.
Prayer is the precise point where those themes
converge.
--Philip Yancey
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Sunday School at 9:15 am
Worship at 10:30 am and
Live Streaming at 10:30 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
in the love of Christ.

A Lenten Journey
Many Christians “give something
up” for Lent, but it usually has very little
impact on their life and walk with Christ.
The reason is that we usually give stuff up
for all the wrong reasons. With that said,
some things you might consider giving up
this Lent (and maybe forever) include:
—Guilt
—Fear
—Envy
—Impatience
—Sense of entitlement
—Bitterness & Resentment
—Blame
—Gossip & Negativity
—Comparison
—Fear of failure
—Feelings of unworthiness
—Doubt
—Self-pity
—Excuses
—Lack of counsel
—Worry
—Pride
God has so much more in store for
you and for me. But so many of the
things above may be holding us back
from walking in the fullness that God has
laid out for us. Today (and this Lenten
season) are brand new! What can we do
to walk in the newness of Christ? By giving up the feelings and actions above, we
just might find a way to walk into that
newness this Lenten season.

2

One thing I have decided to try this
Lent is to focus on what I have to be grateful
for. When a negative or hurtful thought or
attitude pops into my head, my plan is to
counteract that with two or three things that
I’m grateful for or positive things that I’m
seeing around me. I want to focus on the
beauty and goodness in our world and in our
God.
These last months have been a drain
on all of us. There has been loss, loneliness,
boredom, worry, anger, grief, pain and illness. We have witnessed division in our
country and maybe in our own families. We
have been surrounded with disappointment
and difficult news. However, we have a God
who never leaves us (Deuteronomy 31:6).
We have a God whose character traits leave
us in awe (do a study on God’s attributes)!
We have a God who desires a relationship
with us (John 3:16). Our God has boundless
love and gives us endless joy if we will turn
to Him.
What can you do this Lenten season
to find joy in the journey? What habit or
attitude needs an overhaul? Where do you
find your stability when things are out-ofcontrol? To whom do you turn when the
journey is long?
My hope and prayer is that all of us
will look to the One who is unchangeable
and unstoppable. Even the grave could not
stop our God from pouring out His great
love. Let’s journey this Lent into the arms of
the one whose love is endless and knows no
bounds. Praise God for the privilege to follow, even when it’s hard, the journey to the
cross. May your journey take you home.
Thanks for reading…
Debbie Nightingale

Camp Mennoscah


Registration is open for Summer Youth
Camps at Camp Mennoscah! Spaces are
limited; we will make more spaces available as possible on a first-registered basis. The waitlist is your friend! Register
www.campmennoscah.org



Camp Mennoscah is an amazing space for
families and groups to connect! Facilities
for differently sized groups are available
with a variety of gathering areas. Trails
and fields are waiting to be hiked and used
for fun activities, too! Contact Camp
Mennoscah
at
620-297-3290
or office@campmennoscah.org.
Applications for Camp Mennoscah Summer Staff positions are now being accepted! Go to www.campmennoscah.org to
apply online.



Opportunities!
MCC Comforter Blitz: At Home update:
We are half-way through the blitz and have
received 193 completed comforters. The
goal is to receive 300 completed comforters at MCC in North Newton by the end of
March! All the details and information on
getting comforter making supplies from
MCC are at mcc.org/blitz-at-home. Share
pictures of your work on the MCC Comforter Blitz Facebook page. Questions?
Contact katemast@mcc.org or 316-8048432. Need batting? Contact Charlotte’s
Sew Natural for their special MCC batting
price at 316-284-2547. And THANK YOU
to everyone working to create beautiful
comforters for MCC!

SOOP (Service Opportunities with our
Partners) is accepting applications! Use
your gifts and skills to work alongside others in a network of ministries across the
church. This program is flexibly designed
for retirees, families and adults over 25.
Visit MennoniteMission.net/SOOP to learn
more!

Go to www.peaceconnections.org to read
the latest newsletter and learn more about
what is happening at Peace Connections!

7

Church Council Notes
from February 15, 2021
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The Discernment Team (Ruth) reported
they are meeting soon and have a lead for
the Et Cetera Shop representative. Update: Debbie Nightingale has accepted
the Et Cetera board position.
The Vision Team (Chuck M.) reported
that Pastor Steve will take a week of vacation at the end of February to help his
extended family with projects. They are
discussing a membership covenant idea.
Vision Team divided up their responsibilities for each member.
The Care Ministry (Ron D.) reported that
several of our older members are still trying to receive the Covid vaccine. Communion is tentatively planned on Easter
Sunday, April 4. The MCC Sale will happen in early July.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen) is encouraging members to be intentional in
reaching out to someone in the church
with a card or call. A Care Portal request
from McPherson has been fulfilled.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight) reported
the Verenike proceeds are designated for
local Covid relief through the Central
Kansas Community Foundation. Update:
As of Feb. 22 approximately $8,200 has
been received (before expenses).
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie N.) reported that Casey Jacob has accepted the Librarian position. Discernment will work
on getting others to join the library committee. Casey will be working in the main

library, children’s library and the historical room. Council is grateful for her leadership in these areas! Children’s Sunday
school will re-start in person on Feb. 28.
Adult Sunday school will most likely restart after Easter since the children will
be using Stauffer Hall. The spring offering is designated for Camp Mennoscah.
Kids Club will meet from March 24April 28 and VBS will be held June 1-4.
A ladies Bible study will begin on Feb.
28 and meet through May on the 2nd &
4th Sundays from 6-8:30 pm.
 The Stewardship Ministry (James N.)
shared that the budget balance at the end
of January was about $9,100. Stewardship has not met recently.
 The Worship Ministry (Denice) reported
that an Ash Wednesday service was
planned in person and live streamed. On
Feb. 28 Tony Hoops will be preaching
while Pastor Steve is on vacation.
 Pastor Steve reported he is using his vacation to help his family with projects as
his parents have moved to Florida.
Next meeting: March 15 at 7:30 pm

March Calendar
March 3
March 8
March 9

Church Announcements
1. The Neighbors Store is in need of Spam,
pineapple, diced tomatoes and spaghetti
sauce.
2. The deadline for the April newsletter is
March 29.
3. The March/April issue of The Upper
Room is available in the literature rack.
If you would like a copy mailed to you
please let Debbie know at 316-641-4633
or debnight78@gmail.com.
4. Offering schedule for March:
March 7: Chur ch Budget
March 14: Bethel College
March 21: Neighbor s Stor e
March 28: MC USA
Your offerings may be sent directly to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake,
Burrton, KS 67020 or put in the offering box
on the usher’s table. Thank you for your faithful giving.

March 10
March 13
March 14
March 15
March 17
March 24
March 28
March 31

Move your clocks forward one hour on
Sunday, March 14. Welcome Spring!

Prayer Meeting
Discernment Team
VBS Meeting
Vision Team
Prayer Meeting
Brocia Baby Shower
Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth
Nurture Meeting
Covid Task Force
Church Council
Prayer Meeting
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth
Kids Club
Prayer Group

Prayers & Praises




Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/21 12,948.17
January receipts
6,264.78
January expenses
(10,103.15)
Budget balance @ 01/31/21
9,109.80

6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:30 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:45 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
6:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm




Please pray for Bill & Anna Lee Ewert
and family. Anna Lee’s sister, Lola Beth
Ellis, passed away in Wichita on Feb. 11.
May their family feel God’s peace and
love as they say good-bye and mourn her
passing.
Pray for Duane & Mary Cummings as
Duane’s aunt, Sharon Rains, died on Feb.
9. May their family feel God’s love and
comfort during this time.
Please continue to pray for recovery and
healing for Duane Regier.
Pray for the effectiveness of a laser treatment Debbie Nightingale had on her left
eye for glaucoma.
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Women’s Bible Study
All ladies are invited to take part in
“Elijah,” a Bible study by Priscilla Shirer.
The study will begin on February 28 from
6-7:30 p.m. and will be held in Stauffer
Hall with social distancing and masks. The
following sessions will be held on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays of the month and will
conclude on May 23.
“Elijah” consists of a video portion
and discussion during meeting times and
additional study on your own between
meetings if you so desire. Books for individual study can be purchased from Faith
and Life Bookstore in Newton (let them
know you're doing the study with FMCH
to receive a 15% discount on your book) or
online at Lifeway.com or Amazon. If you
have any questions, please contact Melanie
Haspels or Kaitlen Ortman.

Thank You
We would like to thank all of our
family and friends for your thoughts and
prayers, cards, calls and other acts of kindness during this most difficult time. They
have been appreciated and so comforting. God bless you all!!
--The family of Larry Berger
“Always show kindness and love to
others. Your words might be filling the
empty places in someone's heart.”
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—Mandy Hale

Nurture Ministry News
The children’s Sunday school classes moved back to in-person on February
28. Sunday school begins at 9:15. The
school age classes are meeting in Stauffer
Hall and the younger ages in their classrooms. Our hope is to begin meeting outside
as soon as the weather warms up. We hope
to begin an adult Sunday school class after
Easter.
The spring quarter Sunday school
mission offering project is designated for
Camp Mennoscah. Please remember to
send your Sunday school offering donations
to Kent Dick, 8715 NW 36th, Halstead, KS
67056 or place in his church mailbox.
Thank you for your generosity in supporting
Sunday school, even through the pandemic!
A Lenten Kit has been assembled
for your use at home during Lent. It is
available at the back of the sanctuary. If
you would like one mailed to you, please let
Debbie know at debnight78@gmail.com or
316-641-4633.

Baby Shower
Ladies! You are invited to a baby
shower for Brocia Mueller, Saturday March
13, at 10:30 am at the church. An option to
join through Zoom is available. Contact
Lauren Mueller (234-855-7824) with questions or to RSVP. An invitation is in your
mailbox with more information.

March
Celebrations
1
2
4
5
6
6
9 (A)
10
12
14 (A)
14
15
15 (A)
18
20
22 (A)
24
24
27 (A)
28
29
29
30
30
31

Joyce Lee
Anna Lee Ewert
Tom Rose
Audra McEvoy
Maggie Black
Gregg Dalke
Paul & Julia Kaufman
Jordan Ewert
Mary Cummings
Barry & Ann Unruh
Joshua Finley
Larry Finley
Terry & Karen Linn
Lee Snell
Brian Penner
Waldon & Rhonda Regier
Jaxon Smoker
Liz Linscheid
Brian & Jennifer Penner
Margaret Mary Pitts
Delton Klassen
Hannah Chandler
Eli Linscheid
Jocelyn Kloepfer
Everett Pankratz

Kids Club
Wednesday Kids Club will meet
March 24-April 28 from 5-6 pm. We will
be studying the book of Proverbs, in a kidfriendly format. Children ages 3 years to
6th grade are invited to join the fun! Our
hope is to be outside as much as the weather
allows.
Sign
up
at: http://
firstmennonitehalstead.org/wednesdays. A
grab-and-go meal will be available for
those who request them.

Stewardship Note
Don’t forget the church exterior
will be painted in late spring or summer
2021. The cost will be approximately
$22,000. The church maintenance fund has
a good balance currently but will be depleted with the painting expense. Your faithful
giving is always appreciated!

A Breath of Fresh Prayer… Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby described prayer as simply letting God into our lives. God “knocks,” he said,
“not only in the solemn hours of secret prayer” but “in the midst of your
daily work, your daily struggles, your daily grind … when you need him
most.”
Prayer, added Hallesby, is as essential to life as air. “As impossible as it is for us to
take a breath in the morning large enough to last us until noon, so impossible is it to pray in
the morning in such a way as to last us until noon,” he said. “Let your prayers ascend to [God]
constantly, audibly or silently, as circumstances throughout the day permit.”
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