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To God You Shall Return
The traditional Ash Wednesday
words “Remember that you are dust and to
dust you shall return” might seem depressing. But in our often death-denying culture,
some might find it refreshing to hear the
frank statement that we can do nothing to
save ourselves, physically or spiritually —
that, no matter how we try to avoid sin, we
can’t untangle ourselves from self-interest.
How liberating, then, to know we don’t have
to! God loves us as we are and sent Jesus to
break sin’s power over us.

First Mennonite Church
427 West 4th
Halstead, KS 67056

A pastor described Ash Wednesday
as the point you can pinch in the middle of a
long piece of ribbon, such that when you lift
it high, the two ends — one symbolizing our
baptism and the other, our funeral — meet
and touch. We come from dust and will return to dust, but we also come from God and
will return to God. Ash Wednesday reminds
us that we’re always safe in God’s love.
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“There is something infinitely
healing in the repeated
refrains of nature —
the assurance that dawn
comes after night,
and spring after winter.”
—Rachel Carson

Sunday School—9:30 a.m.
Worship Service—10:45 a.m.

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Thoughts on Lent
Many Christians “give something up”
for Lent, but it usually has very little of impact on their life and walk with Christ. The
reason is that we usually give stuff up for all
the wrong reasons. With that said, I want to
offer up 20 things you might consider giving
up this Lent. And these are things to give up
not just for Lent, but for the rest of your life.
 Guilt—I am loved by Jesus, and he has
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forgiven my sins. Today is a new day
and the past is behind.
Fear—God is on my side. In Him I am
more than a conqueror (see Romans 8).
The need to please everyone—I can’t
please everyone anyway. There is only
one I need to strive to please.
Envy—I am blessed. My value is not
found in my possessions, but in my relationship with my Heavenly Father.
Impatience—God’s timing is the perfect
timing.
Sense of entitlement—The world does
not owe me anything. God does not owe
me anything. I live in humility and grace.
Bitterness and Resentment—The only
person I am hurting by holding on to
these is myself.
Blame—I am not going to pass the buck.
I will take responsibility for my actions.
Excuses—A wise man once said, if you
need an excuse, any excuse will do.
Gossip and Negativity—I will put the
best construction on everything when it
comes to other people. I will also minimize my contact with negative people.

 Comparison—I have my own unique con-


















tribution to make and there is no one else
like me.
Fear of failure—You don’t succeed without experiencing failure. Just make sure
you fail forward.
A spirit of poverty—Believe with God that
there is always more than enough and never
a lack.
Feelings of unworthiness—You are fearfully and wonderfully made by your creator
(see Psalm 139).
Doubt—Believe God has a plan for you
that is beyond anything you could imagine.
The future is brighter than you could ever
realize.
Self-pity—God comforts us in our sorrow
so that we can comfort others with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.
Retirement—As long as you are still
breathing, you are here for a reason. You
have a purpose to influence others for
Christ. That does not come to an end until
the day we die.
Lack of counsel—Wise decisions are rarely made in a vacuum.
Pride—Blessed are the humble.
Worry—God is in control and worrying
will not help.

So there you have it! God has so much
more in store for us. So many of these things
(listed above) are holding us back from walking
in the full destiny God has laid out. Today is a
new day. What else might you add to the list?
From a list given to me from a friend.
Thanks for reading!
Church Secretary—Debbie Nightingale

Camp Mennoscah

Who Says...
We Can’t Change?
by Max Lucado
From Just Like Jesus

Come to the March 15-17 Scrapbook and
Crafts Retreat at Camp Mennoscah! It
will be a great weekend to dive into your
favorite craft or scrapbook project. The
weekend is overflowing with time for
you. Register online or call!
 Hey, youth! The time to revive your
faith is now! The Youth Volunteer
Weekend at Camp is March 15-16 and
youth in grades 7-12 are heartily welcomed. There will be singing, worship,
s’mores, service projects, and likely
some silliness. Parents and sponsors do
not need to attend. Register online or
call for assistance. Full scholarships are
available.
 Register online now for Summer Youth
Camps at Camp Mennoscah! This discount is $20 off camp fees when you
register and pay in full by March 1. Call
us with questions. (Catalogs available on
the literature table).
 Coming up in April are the Men & Boys
Retreat (April 5-7), Retirees Retreat
(April 22-24) and Work & Play Day
(April 27).


Here’s some good news. You aren’t
stuck with today’s personality. You aren’t
condemned to “grumpydom.” You are
tweak-able! So what if you were born a bigot? You don’t have to die one.
Where did we get the idea we can’t
change? Where do statements come from
such as, “It’s just my nature to worry,” or. .
. “I’ll always be pessimistic. I’m just that
way.” Or, “I have a bad temper. I can’t help
the way I react?” Who says? Would we say,
“it’s just my nature to have a broken leg. I
can’t do anything about it.” Of course
not. If our body malfunctions, we seek
help. Shouldn’t we do the same with our
hearts? Can’t we seek aid for our sour attitudes? Of course we can. Jesus can change
our hearts! He wants us to have a heart like
his!

Contact us at:
www.campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3290
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SWAP Program
Needs Volunteers
Mennonite Central Committee’s
Sharing With Appalachia People (SWAP)
program is seeking volunteer groups, individuals and summer staff. Summer will be
here before we know it, so make your summer plans now to join SWAP in Kentucky
or West Virginia. Don't miss out on your
chance to serve with this home repair ministry while learning about life in Appalachia.
Groups or individuals can volunteer
to serve as week-long volunteers. SWAP is
also looking for summer staff to serve as job
site coordinators and meals coordinators/
cooks for three month assignments. For
more information about bringing a group to
SWAP or serving as summer staff, visit
swap.mcc.org or contact Angela Maggard at
AppalachiaAdmin@mcc.org or 606-6335065.

Comforter Blitz
All are welcome to join the fun at
the 12 annual Mennonite Central Committee
Comforter Blitz on March 4, 5 and 6 at the
Journey Yoder Campus, one mile north of
Yoder, Kansas. Times are Monday, 9:00am to
5:00pm Tuesday, 9:00am to 5:00pm and
Wednesday, 9:00am to 4:00pm. Come and
have a good time while helping others. No
sewing skills are required. Lunch is available by donation each day, or you may bring
your own sack lunch. Bring snacks to share
during the work day. This event is hosted
by Kansas Friends of MCC.
10
th

March Calendar
March 3
March 5
March 6

Church
Announcements
1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
March 17. Neighbor s needs sugar ,
cooking oil and ketchup.
2. The deadline for the April newsletter is
March 25.
3. Offering schedule for March:
March 3: MC USA
March 10: Chur ch Budget
March 17: Bethel College
March 24: Neighbor s Stor e
March 31: MC USA

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/19 12,413.10
January receipts
7,966.70
January expenses
(10,386.01)
Budget balance @ 01/31/19
9,993.79

2:30 pm
7:45 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am

March 7
March 10
March 11 9:30 am
March 13 5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
March 17 2:30 pm
March 19 7:45 am
March 20 5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
March 23 TBA
March 24 2:30 pm
March 25 6:00 pm
7:00 pm
March 27 5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
March 28 9:30 am
March 31 2:30 pm
5-7 pm

KMMC Practice
Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Supper
Ash Wednesday Service
Bell Choir
Mom’s Group
Daylight Savings Begins
WMS
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Choir
KMMC Practice
Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Choir
Church Clean-up Day
KMMC Practice
Nurture & Mission
Church Council
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Praise Team
Mom’s Group
KMMC Practice
Foster Family Night

Looking Ahead:
April 12-13 MCC Relief Sale
April 14
Carry-in & Ministry Showcase
April 21
Easter
May 28-31 VBS

Don’t forget to “Spring
Forward” on March 10!
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What’s up at First Mennonite!
Ministry Showcase
Are you curious about the different
ministries at First Mennonite? Have you ever
wondered exactly what each of the ministries
involves? We are looking forward to having a
Ministry Showcase in April to highlight all
the wonderful things that happen at First
Mennonite.
Ministry chairs are encouraged to put
together some information about the various
aspects of their ministry, including any committees or events that happen on a regular basis. It is our hope that people can learn something new during this showcase and consider
new ways to be involved.
Ministry Showcase & Carry-In-Lunch
Sunday, April 14th
Showcase will remain available
for a few weeks
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Sunday School Classes &
Spring Quarter Offering
The Nurture Ministry has chosen
Camp Mennoscah as our winter quarter Sunday school mission offering project. The
donations are divided 40% for the project
and 60% for Sunday school supplies.
Thanks for your generosity!
Don’t forget—there is a Sunday
school class for you! A new children’s class
was added for the spring quarter: Elementary
grades 4-6. Praise God for the growth of our
church, for the people who attend and who
volunteer to teach.
There are four children’s classes,
youth teachers on call and four adult classes
to choose from. Talk with Debbie Nightingale, Nurture Chair, if you have questions.
You will always be warmly welcomed in
Sunday school!

Are you ready to ROAR? The VBS team invites you to pr ay
about how you might be involved in this year's Vacation Bible
School. The team is looking for people to serve as Crew Leaders,
(leading groups of kids from one station to another) and helpers in
the preschool and kitchen. The theme this year is Roar! Life is
Wild. God is Good! VBS will take place May 28-31, from 9:0011:30 am. Be on the look out in the coming months of other ways
you can support and pray for VBS.

Swiss Mennonite Meeting
Kip Wedel will discuss Anabaptist attitudes toward American civil religion at Swiss
Mennonite Cultural and Historical Association’s annual meeting on Sunday, March 10 at
First Mennonite Church of McPherson at 2:30
pm.
Wedel is an associate professor of history at Bethel College, where he teaches courses in American history, political science and
peace studies.
Besides the business agenda at the
meeting, the handbell choir of First Mennonite
Church will provide music. All are invited to
stay and enjoy poppyseed rolls and refreshments during the fellowship time following.
No reservations are needed, so bring friends
and enjoy the time.

Concert Opportunity
With an innovative approach to the
classical-style of Mozart, the Berlin-based
string ensemble, Armida Quartet, will take the
Hesston-Bethel Performing Arts stage at 7:30
p.m., Tuesday, March 5, at Hesston Mennonite
Church on the Hesston College campus, with
their program, "Mozart Exploded." Reserved
seating and general admission tickets for Armida Quartet range from $18 to $27 with discounts available for students and senior citizens. Tickets can be purchased online at
hesstonbethel.org, by calling 620-327-8105 or
in person at the Hesston College Bookstore.
HBPA season ticket holders are invited to a
come-and-go pie reception in the Hesston
Mennonite Church Community Center from
6:15 to 7:15 p.m., prior to the concert. Single
ticket holders may attend the pie reception at
an additional cost of $5.

Kansas Mennonite
Relief Sale

Plans are underway for the annual
Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale, April 12 &
13, at the Fair Grounds, 2000 N. Poplar
Street, Hutchinson KS. The sale will be
open from 4-8:30 pm on Friday and 7 am
until mid-afternoon on Saturday.
Donations of items for the auctions
(general, children’s, quilt, silent) quilter’s
corner, craft and art items are all being accepted at this time.
Be watching for sign-up sheets soon
for other donations and for help in various
ways at the sale. Opportunities for helping
before the sale will also be posted or announced soon.
The change collection is happening
each Sunday. Watch for the children passing
the coin cans each week during the offering
and bring your change (or bills!) for this program. All donations will be used for water
projects around the world.
For
more
information
visit
mccsale.org or find them on Facebook.
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Safehope
Recently a letter was received from
Safehope, thanking our church for a donation that was received in February.
Safehope is a new name for the
agency, representing the fundamental aspects of the organization, bringing victims
and survivors of domestic and sexual violence into safety, and providing hope for
their future. The mission of Safehope is to
provide advocacy and support to all survivors and secondary victims of domestic and
sexual violence, and stalking, while seeking
social change through awareness, education
and prevention.
It is estimated that since the beginning of the agency, services have been provided to over 20,000 survivors in our service area (Harvey, Marion and McPherson
Counties).
For more information about the
agency or to get involved, please visit
www.safehope.net and/or like on Facebook
(facebook.com/SafehopeDVSA). A wish
list of donations is posted on the bulletin
board if you’d like to get involved by donating items.

8

Messiah
Festival of the Arts
You are invited to join the 138th
Messiah Festival of the Arts at Bethany College in Lindsborg, KS. The schedule is:
 April 14—3 pm:
Palm Sunday Event
 April 19—7:30pm: Bach’s “Passion
According to St. Matthew”
 April 21—3 pm:
Handel’s “Messiah”
To purchase tickets for the above
events or to learn about additional Messiah
Festival
events,
visit
www.messiahfestival.org. Bethany College
is located at 335 E. Swensson St. Lindsborg,
KS 67456.

Love Crosses Borders
What can unwelcomed immigrants
teach the Church about love? Join the immersion experience with immigrants, LOVE
CROSSES BORDERS to find out. July 28August 3, Mennonite Men will journey to
Georgia and connect with Casa Alterna, a
hospitality house for first-wave immigrant
neighbors, mostly from Guatemala. You
will hear testimonies, visit the national Memorial for Peace and Justice, hike Pine
Mountain Trail and much more. For more
information, contact Steve Thomas at stevet@mennonitemen.org.

Church Council

Prayer & Praises
Prayer needs during February:

Minutes from February 10, 2019 meeting:
The Church Council met for an afternoon retreat at Stutzman’s Retreat Center.
A soup lunch was shared together and then a
brief business meeting was held before
launching into the topic for the afternoon.
The council discussed the topic of
church membership. The 2013 documents
relating to membership and baptism were
shared by Council Chair, Gregg Dick.
There are three different categories of membership. The category of non-resident is for
non-active members who still want their
membership for belonging and affiliation.
The topic of membership being a
submission to the correction and accountability of the church body was discussed.
Some guidelines within membership
are that Sunday school teachers must be regular attenders for a minimum of 6 months
before they are allowed to teach—however
they don’t have to necessarily be members.
All Sunday school teachers are thoroughly
screened before teaching.
All chairpersons within the church
must be members according to the guidelines of the church documents. Members
within the ministry don’t necessarily have to
be members.
A conversation was then held about
the possibility of having a “covenant renewal” yearly. It would encompass the idea of
committing to be part of the church body for
a year and this would be done yearly.
Council decided to have Vision Team study
this idea and report back to the council.













Praise God for the successful surgery for
Marilyn Auernheimer. Pray that her recovery and rehabilitation time will go
smoothly.
Keep Jeff Ewert in your prayers as he
continues to recover from various health
issues.
Continue praying for Allen & Karolyn
Unruh as they adjust to Karolyn’s declining health due to cancer. Pray that
God will be near them giving peace and
strength and that they will be surrounded
by those who love and care for them.
Please continue to pray for Cleo and
Faye Koop (Cleo was a former pastor).
Faye has been diagnosed with early onset Alzheimer’s disease. Pray for patience and guidance in decisions that
need to be made in the course of this difficult journey in their lives.
Continue to pray for the leadership of
Kids Club and the children who are attending. Kids Club runs through March.
Pray for those who have needs but they
remain unspoken.
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March
Celebrations
1
2
4
5
6
6
9 (A)
10
12
14 (A)
14
15
15 (A)
18
18 (A)
20
22 (A)
24
24
27 (A)
29
29
30
31

The Comfort of our
Middle -C God

Joyce Lee
Anna Lee Ewert
Tom Rose
Audra McEvoy
Maggie Black
Gregg Dalke
Paul & Julia Kaufman
Jordan Ewert
Mary Cummings
Barry & Anna Unruh
Joshua Finley
Larry Finley
Terry & Karen Linn
Lee Snell
Marvin & Annetta Howard
Brian Penner
Waldon & Rhonda Regier
Jaxon Smoker
Raleigh Unruh
Brian & Jennifer Penner
Delton Klassen
Hannah Chandler
Jocelyn Kloepfer
Everett Pankratz

During college, while living in a
boarding house, author Lloyd Douglas befriended a retiree. The man, a homebound
former music teacher, shared a morning ritual with Douglas, who would walk down to
the man’s floor, open his door and ask,
“What’s the good news?”
Every day the man responded by tapping a tuning fork against his wheelchair and
saying, “That’s middle C. It was middle C
yesterday. It will be middle C tomorrow. It
will be middle C a thousand years from now.
The tenor upstairs sings flat, the piano across
the hall is out of tune, but, my friend, that is
middle C!”
If middle C’s pitch value isn’t exactly
261.63 Hz, then your piano needs to be
tuned. How comforting that dependability is
for musicians — and their listeners.
Like middle C, God is steadfast and
reliable. In this fast-paced world, praise God
for the good news he declares to us: “I the
LORD do not change” (Malachi 3:6).

Let every dawn of morning be to you as the beginning of life, and
every setting sun be to you as its close. Then let every one of these
short lives leave its sure record of some kindly thing done for others, some goodly strength or knowledge gained for yourself.
—John Ruskin
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Church Sound System
At the annual
meeting in January,
our church approved a $9,000
improvement to the
sound system in the sanctuary. Currently
$4,500 has been raised towards this goal.
Please consider how you can participate in
this project and place your contributions in
the offering plate each Sunday, designated
for Sound System. Donations may also be
mailed to the church. Thank you!

2018 Birthday Offering
The church council decided at their
meeting on February 10 to use the $950 collected through the 2018 birthday offerings in
the following ways: $475 to be paid to Zone
33 to help fund the local Halstead youth ministry and $475 to be paid to Newton Et Cetera
Shop to be used for the bicycle project to repair donated bicycles be given to homeless or
low income families. Thank you for your generosity through the year with the birthday offering!

Thank You
Women’s Mission Society
WMS will meet on Monday, March
11 at 9:30 am for a work day. All women
are invited to attend!

WDC Women in Mission
All women are invited to the Western
District Women in Mission (WDWM)
Spring Supper on Thursday, March 21 at
First Mennonite Church in McPherson.
Speaker: Sheryl Wilson, Executive Director
of KIPCOR. Special music by Michelle Unruh and Laura Unrau. RSVP by March 14 at
westerndistrictwomen@gmail.com or call
Marlene V. Faul at 316-283-3342. A flyer is
posted on the bulletin board for more information.

Thank you, First Mennonite Church,
for giving $8,817.98 to Mennonite Mission
Network in 2018! Your donations, prayers
and enthusiastic participation play a vital role
in our global church. Together, we more fully
experience God’s kingdom on earth. Thanks
for your partnership in mission!
-Joe Sawatzky
Church relations Representative

Our annual Ash Wednesday service
will take place, Wednesday, March 6 beginning at 7 pm. Enjoy supper with your church
family before the service at 6 pm. All are welcome!
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