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Spoiler Alert
In these days of DVRs and streaming programming, it’s common courtesy to
warn people before discussing a show’s
plot or ending. How frustrating to inadvertently hear how a much-anticipated drama concludes!
Knowing how everything ends is a
blessing for Christians, however. Jesus’
victory over death gives us hope and confidence for this life — and for the life to
come.
“The church does not pretend …
that it does not know what will happen
with the crucified Jesus,” writes Thomas
Hopko in The Orthodox Faith. “It does not
sorrow and mourn over the Lord as if the
church itself were not the very creation
which has been produced from his wounded side and from the depths of his tomb.
All through [Holy Week] services, the victory of Christ is contemplated and the resurrection is proclaimed.”
Indeed, Jesus’ followers know how
his story — and therefore our story —
ends: in Easter life!
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“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Mennonite Throwback
for March
Actions Which Teach
Pilgram Marpeck, Switzerland, 1542
The Evangelists, and especially
John, indicate that the Lord, when He
was gathered with His own in the evening meal, proceeded quite corporally
and lovingly with both works as well as
words.
He stopped at nothing to
demonstrate His great love (which He
had toward His own) through service. It
was inadequate for the Lord to address
His followers with physical words, consoling and encouraging them, or even to
indicate His willingness to give His life
for them. Rather, He lowered Himself to
washing the feet of His disciples.
If we intend to preserve the
Lord’s Supper correctly, it is vital that
we, by loving each other, diligently
study and seriously follow the example
of our Master. After Christ had washed
His disciples’ feet, He said, among other
things: “I have left you an example, so
that you, too, do as I have done to
you” (John 13:15). The meaning of
Christ’s words, beyond a doubt, is to
give all His apostles, who were prepared
to die with Him, a clear understanding
that they should observe the holy communion in His memory, as a model of
love. Let us remember that the Lord’s
communion can rightly be seen as a
physical meeting. When Christians assemble, they are to be girded with love
for one another, in the same way as
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Christ loved them, in order that they might
thereby confirm and reveal the love of believers in Christ.
I often appreciate reading the
thoughts and words of those who have
come before us. It is encouraging to see
how Christians so many years ago were
walking the path of discipleship with the
same scriptures. I appreciate here how
Marpeck connects a physical service oriented component to the remembrance observed
in Holy communion. That when we observe
the Lord’s supper it must be more than
simply drinking some juice and eating some
bread. In the example that Jesus gives we
see His love for people moved into action
that is to be an example for all of us. May
we also move our communion practices beyond simply eating and drinking into active
love for those around us.
- Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah






Camp is searching for those delightful
kitchen staff and volunteers to be part
of our summer camp ministry. Kitchen
helpers can receive a camper discount
up to full camp fees (limited number
per week). Fun and free t-shirt!
Register your campers online today.
The summer theme is “Beyond Belief!
The Universe of God” and we’ll be
learning how God’s endless love
launches amazing adventures.
2018 Retreat Registration is open! You
are now able to sign up for all 2018
Camp Mennoscah Retreats.
Those
coming up soon are the Scrapbook and
Crafts Retreats (March 2-4) and the
Youth Volunteer Weekend (March 1617). We're looking forward to seeing
you!
Contact us at:
www.campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3014

When We Can’t Find
Easter
Easter is the most joyous Christian
holy day ... except when it’s not. What do
we do when our mood isn’t what we think
it “should” be? The kids are sugared up,
we’re juggling family gatherings (and
maybe conflicts), our everyday challenges
remain, and festive hymns — however
rousing — fail to lift our spirits. We wonder, “What’s wrong with me, that I can’t
seem to find Easter?”
Been there, done that. And it’s
okay. Y ou’re okay.
Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t scoop
us out of our troubles, but the deathdefying Christ walks through them beside
us, on our own Emmaus road (Luke 24).
We aren’t alone. When we can’t find Easter, Easter somehow finds us — if not on
this designated Sunday, perhaps two days
from now, or next week or mid-May.
Watch for it; keep your heart open. Christ
is risen indeed — and you shall be too.

—Heidi Mann

Day by Day
Let every dawn of morning be to
you as the beginning of life, and every setting sun be to you as its close. Then let every one of these short lives leave its sure record of some kindly thing done for others,
some goodly strength or knowledge gained
for yourself.
—John Ruskin
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March Calendar
March 1
March 6
March 7

March 8
March 12
March 14

Church
Announcements
1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
March 18. Neighbor s needs ar e cer eal
and Hamburger Helper.
2. The deadline for the April newsletter is
March 26.
3. Offering schedule for March:
March 4: MC USA
March 11: Church Budget
March 18: Bethel College
March 25: Neighbor s Stor e

March 20
March 21
March 26
March 28
March 29
March 31
April 1

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/18
January receipts
January expenses
Budget balance @ 01/31/18

10,929.63
8,381.35
(9,209.16)
10,101.82

7:00 pm
7:45 am
9:30 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
9:30 am
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
7:45 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am
6:30 pm

Care Portal Meeting
Early Birds Breakfast
Ladies Bible Study
Kids Club
Supper
Adult Bible Study
Bell Choir
Mom’s Group
WMS
Kids Club & Supper
Praise Team
Choir
Early Birds Breakfast
Ladies Bible Study
Praise Team
Mission & Nurture
Church Council
Praise Team
Mom’s Group
Maundy Thursday
Meal & Service
PEO Bunny Breakfast
in Stauffer Hall
TBA
Sunrise Service
8:30 am Easter Breakfast
10:00 am Easter Worship

Save-the-date:
April 13-14 MCC Sale
May 29-Jn 1 VBS from 9:30-11:30
July 27-28
WDC Annual Assembly

Don’t forget to
“spring forward”
on March 11!
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March
Celebrations

Prayer & Praises



1
1
2
4
5
6
6
9 (A)
10
12
14 (A)
14
15
15 (A)
18
18 (A)
20
22 (A)
24
26
27 (A)
29
29
30
31

Amanda Nightingale (99 years)
Joyce Lee
Anna Lee Ewert
Tom Rose
Audra McEvoy
Maggie Black
Gregg Dalke
Paul & Julia Kaufman
Jordan Ewert
Mary Cummings
Barry & Anna Unruh
Joshua Finley
Larry Finley
Terry & Karen Linn
Lee Snell
Marvin & Annetta Howard
Brian Penner
Waldon & Rhonda Regier
Raleigh Unruh
Samantha Brandt
Brian & Jennifer Penner
Delton Klassen
Hannah Chandler
Jocelyn Kloepfer
Everett Pankratz

What’s up at First Mennonite?

Prayer needs during February:







Be in prayer about how you might help
with VBS (May 29-June 1) this year.
Pray for the family of Doris Ewy who
died on January 30. Pray for peace and
comfort as they grieve her loss but celebrate her long life!
Pray for the family of Marge Matula
and Debbie Castillo in the loss of Marlon last month. Ask God to continue to
bind up their wounds of grief and loss
and to hold them close as they begin to
find their way in life without Marlon.
Keep in prayer all those affected by the
tragic school shooting in Florida. Pray
for the students, teachers, parents and
all of the community. May the presence of God move powerfully, bringing
comfort and peace.
Praise God for the good news of new
employment for Ron Colbert!

Women’s Mission Society
The Women’s Mission Society will
meet Monday, March 12 beginning at 9:30
am to visit shut-ins. All ladies of the church
and their friends are welcome!

The Armor of God
Maundy Thursday


A Maundy Thursday service and meal
will be held on Thursday, March 29 beginning at 6:30 pm.

Easter Sunday


A Sunrise Service will be held at the
Nightingale’s Pond (2819 N. Spring
Lake Road, Burrton) on Sunday, April 1.
The start time will be announced to coincide with the sunrise.



An Easter breakfast will be held at the
church following the sunrise service, beginning at 8:30 am. Please bring food to
share and your table service.



Easter Worship will begin earlier than
usual at 10:00 am. There will be no Sunday school on Easter morning.

Happy Easter!
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Sir MennoKnight encourages you to
continue your Armor of God study challenge
by memorizing Ephesians 6:10-20. The devotion cards have the current verse highlighted and have a pondering question and a devotion to use. Check out the display in the
foyer of the sanctuary and join in this challenge. You don’t want to go around in this
world naked. Suit up!

Walker Aprons Available
A “walker apron” project has been
initiated by Sharon Crow and Rachel
Lohrenz has been the recipient of three walker aprons.
A walker apron can be attached easily to a walker allowing for safe transport of
personal items. If you are in need of one of
these aprons for your walker or someone you
know, please contact Rachel at 620-3864213.
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Comforter Blitz
Join us at the 2018 annual Comforter Blitz to help make comforters for MCC
to distribute to our brothers and sisters
around the world.
March 5: 10 am –5 pm
March 6: 9 am—5 pm
March 7: 9 am—4 pm
Location is Journey at Yoder, 3605
E. Longview Road, Yoder.
Everyone is welcome. Lunch is
available each day by donation. Please
bring a snack to share. We hope to see you
there!

WDC Spring Supper
The WDC/SCC Women's Spring
Supper will be at 6 pm on Thursday, March
15, at Whitestone Mennonite Church, 629
Crescent Drive in Hesston, KS. Meal
(Ham, potatoes & more) for $10 by
Whitestone Mennonite Youth with payment
to them. Program at 7 pm with Joanna Gerber Pinkerton, daughter of Mennonite missionaries in the Belgian Congo, on Faith in
Every Day Life. Music, Sadie and the
Larks, from Hesston College. Offering for
AIMM, Women's Literacy training in the
Congo. Checks made to WDWM and memo
line AIMM. Reservations due by March
8
to
Marlene
Faul,
316-2833342 or westerndistrictwomen@gmail.com
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Mennonites and the
Holocaust Conference

Church Council Notes


March 16-17 at Bethel College
The history of Mennonites as victims of violence in the 1930s and 1940s,
particularly on the territory of the Soviet
Union, and as relief workers during and
after the Second World War has been studied by historians and preserved by many
family histories. This commemorative and
celebratory history, however, hardly captures the full extent of Mennonite views
and actions related to nationalism, race,
war, and survival. It also ignores extensive
Mennonite pockets of sympathy for Nazi
ideals of racial purity and among some in
the diaspora an exuberant identification
with Germany that have also long been noted.
Now in the last decade an emerging
body of research has documented Mennonite involvement as perpetrators in the Holocaust in ways that have not been widely
known or discussed. A wider view of Mennonite interactions with Jews, Germans,
Ukrainians, Roma, Volksdeutsche, and other groups as well as with state actors is
therefore now necessary. This conference
aims to document, publicize, and analyze
Mennonite attitudes, environments, and interactions with others in Europe during the
1930s and 1940s that shaped their responses to and engagement with Nazi ideology
and the events of the Holocaust. More information and register by March 9
at:
https://www.bethelks.edu/academics/
convocation-lecture-series/mennonites-andthe-holocaust/

Minutes from February 19, 2018 meeting:












The Discernment Team (David Mueller)
reported that Dorothy Dick will no longer be on the Discernment Team. Dorothy
is available to help someone get up to
speed on running the Historical room.
Pastor Steve passed the gift survey book
on to David as they consider conducting
another gifts survey.
The Vision Team (Sandy Allen) reported
that Vision talked about tracking Steve’s
vacation/sick time. Conversation about
who has access to the Google Drive for
worship.
The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) met
briefly after church one Sunday due to
their regular meeting being cancelled for
a funeral.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) met with a member of the Care
Portal. Another meeting is March 1 to
share with those interested. Working on
directory updates.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller)
continues to work on the endowment
fund document. Changes were approved
by the Council.
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale) reported that Safe Sanctuary training went well. Nurture is looking at
making a few changes to the Safe Sanctuary document. It will be ready next
month. Armor of God will resume after
Lent on April 8. Nurture is looking at
new curriculum for Sunday school. VBS







will be the four days after Memorial day.
MDS is the spring offering.
The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen)
continues to plan for Holy week services.
Larry Regier, church treasurer, reported
the budget balance at the end of January
as $10,101.82.
The Stewardship Ministry (Gregg Dick,
substitute) shared that Alan Mueller is
stepping down as chair of this group, but
will remain as a member. They are hoping to fill the chair position from current
members.
Pastor Steve performed two funerals and
an Ash Wednesday service. Reported
that Cindy Siemens will be the chair of
the PCRC. Some discussion was held on
care needs in the church with the council.
The next council meeting will be held
March 26 at 7:00 pm
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Step Out & Light Up
Care Portal Introduction
It's no surprise to anyone who regularly attends First Mennonite that several
members of our church family are already
involved in the foster system. Over the past
2 1/2 years at least nine children in foster
care have attended FMC for more than a
couple of months, and a few have come
through for shorter amounts of time. As a
church, we have the privilege of being the
“village” it takes to care for these children.
So, here we are. Maybe you're wondering
if there's more we can do or what the next
steps might be.
Early in February, the Hospitality
Ministry, along with a few others from the
congregation, gathered together to hear
about the Care Portal. I sat through that
meeting thinking “this is it; this is the piece
that can tie everything together.” Everything being:
 Our vision statement developed with
Transitional Pastor Randy Smith
(Engage members in ministry, Expand
community outreach, and Embrace new
people in the love of Christ).
 The Looking Forward and Imagining
the Future series led by the Vision Team
where we spent time coming up with
three areas we would like to focus on,
including learning about the diversity
(poverty) in our community.
 Our “Step Out and Light Up” activities
with Interim Pastor Robert Yutzy,
where we were challenged to be the
light to those around us.
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These three are areas we agreed needed
focus, but we've never really pulled them
together or implemented long lasting programs. So what is this “bow” that can pull
it all together?
Briefly, the Care Portal is an organization designed to help the church “be the
church” in the local community, caring for
those in need, particularly those with children on the edge of entering foster care.
There are often physical needs that determine whether a child is able to stay in his/
her home, such as adequate sleeping arrangements (a bed) or gas money to get to
school and appointments. Without these
things, children may enter the foster system. The Care Portal allows churches to
step in and provide for these needs, keeping
families together. When a church is able to
fulfill a need, a member of the church physically delivers the item to the family, allowing for a connection to be made.
As a church, we have the opportunity to
be a part of this bigger organization. Currently there are no churches in Halstead or
Burrton participating. Locally, one church
in Moundridge, two in Hesston, two in
Newton, and two just outside of Newton
are involved. There have been needs in our
area that other churches have fulfilled.
Wouldn't it be great if we could put our
words into action and help?
There are many verses in the Bible that
call us into action and to care for those in
need. Isaiah 58:10 says, “If you spend
yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your
light will rise in the darkness, and your
night will become like the noonday.” Is it
time to let our light rise?

If you would like more information,
please talk with Kaitlen Ortman or visit careportal.org. Praise God for opportunities to
“step out and light up!”

Making the Common
Sacred
First Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) reminds us, “Whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
Author E.M. Bounds describes this mind-set
as a “spirit of devotion” that “puts God in all
things … not merely in our praying and
churchgoing.”
He writes: “The spirit of devotion makes the
common things of earth sacred and the little
things great. With this spirit of devotion, we
go to business on Monday directed by the
very same influence, and inspired by the
same influences, by which we went to
church on Sunday. The spirit of devotion
makes a Sabbath out of Saturday and transforms the shop and the office into a temple
of God.”

Camp Mennoscah
Weekend
An invitation was extended to our
church from the Bethel College Mennonite
Church in North Newton, to join them at
their weekend at Camp Mennoscah, May 5th
and 6th. The church council has discussed
this and agreed to join them. Therefore,
please plan for our morning worship service
to be at Camp Mennoscah on Sunday, May
6th. There will not be a service at our
church.
This is bringing back a tradition we
had many years ago where we would have
one Sunday during the summer in which our
morning service would be out at camp as
part of a weekend church camp outing. This
is exciting as we give our young families and
children an opportunity to experience Camp
Mennoscah in a weekend setting with all of
our congregation. It is also a great opportunity to get to know people from another
congregation as we plan, play, and worship
together during the weekend. For those who
don't want to come out on Saturday, everyone is welcome to only come out on Sunday
for the morning service and lunch as well.
More details will be shared as the
weekend approaches, but for now, put it on
your calendars! Please talk with Gregg Dick
if you have questions.
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