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Abraham and Sarah welcomed three
strangers who turned out to be the Lord.
Jesus said, “If anyone gives even a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones who is
my disciple,” the giver will be rewarded
(Matthew 10:42, NIV). An ancient Jewish
proverb asserts: “Hospitality is one form of
worship.” A Russian Orthodox monk is said
to have told a younger one, “Sometimes I
see a stranger coming up the road and I say,
‘Oh, Jesus Christ, is it you again?’” And an
old Gaelic poem declares, “Often, often,
often, goes the Christ in the stranger’s
guise.”
Sometimes we think we must do
something big to serve God. Today, when
you smile at someone on the street, take
time to entertain a child’s question, bring
cookies to a new neighbor, thank a server or
clerk … know that you are serving Jesus,
that you are worshiping God.
—Heidi Mann

“No man stands taller than when he
stoops to help a child.”
—Abraham Lincoln

First Mennonite Church

Seeing stars
The stars shine over the mountains,
the stars shine over the sea,
The stars look up to the mighty God,
the stars look down on me;
The stars shall last for a million years,
a million years and a day,
But God and I will live and love,
when the stars have passed away.
—Robert Louis Stevenson
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Halstead, KS 67056
www.firstmennonitehalstead.org
Steve Wilcox, Pastor
Office Phone (316) 835-2282
Steve’s Cell (316)-322-5651
rskw13@gmail.com
Live Streaming at 10 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

One Word Prayer
from Power of Prayer
by Bob Hostetler
Some people seem to skate
through life, smiling and singing, with
hardly a care in the world. I try to steer
clear of those people. I’m a generally positive person, but I do have my ups and
downs. There are days when things go
smoothly, and I feel encouraged and energized. But then there are days when I
think
(and
sometimes
say),
“Why’s my life gotta be so hard?” When I
feel like I’m trying to push a rock up a
steep hill. When it’s really hard to keep
going.
On days like those, and in a time
like this, I’m learning to pray a little
more, and sometimes I pray just one
word, over and over: Ebenezer.
Yes, I know that was the first
name of Scrooge in Charles Dickens’s A
Christmas Carol, but the word goes back
much farther than Dickens. It’s actually a
biblical word.
It’s from the days when the Philistines were the arch enemies of God’s people. (Remember Goliath? He was one of
them.) The Philistines often fought Israel
and oppressed them. But one day, the Bible says, “the Philistines drew near to engage Israel in battle” (1 Samuel 7:10,
NIV). God’s people asked the prophet
Samuel to pray, and he did:
That day the Lord thundered with
loud thunder against the Philistines
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and threw them into such a panic that
they were routed before the Israelites….Then Samuel took a stone and set
it up between Mizpah and Shen. He
named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far
the Lord has helped us” (1 Samuel
7:10, 12, NIV).
Ebenezer, like many Hebrew words,
combines two words: eben (stone)
and ezer (help). The stone was a marker indicating, “thus far the Lord has helped us,”
and expressing faith that He would lead
them on from there.
It’s a great word to pray, especially
when I’m struggling to keep going. It reminds me that God has helped me many,
many times before. It encourages me with
the realization that He’s with me now, no
less than He was then. And it energizes me
to believe that He will help me, not only to
keep going, but to find peace and joy, in
God’s time.
Try it. Pray “Ebenezer,” especially
when you struggle to keep going. That oneword prayer can help you remember God’s
faithfulness in the past and rely on His rocksolid help in the future.

Camp Mennoscah




This summer, Camp Mennoscah is committed to sharing the camp community and
God's love with you through videos, a
Camp in a Box, and/or activities posted
online. We hope you will connect with
Camp Mennoscah in these ways! The videos and activities posted online will be
free. A Camp in a Box will contain a camp
tee shirt, crafts, activities, devotions, and
nature fun. A box will cost $40; a tee shirt
alone will be the usual prices of $11/$16.
Boxes and tee shirts are available to anyone of any age! To order a Camp in a Box
or
a
tee
shirt,
go
to www.campmennoscah.org and click on
Register Online at the top of the page or
contact Camp Mennoscah at 620-2973290. Orders accepted until June 3. After
June 3, please contact Camp Mennoscah.
It is with both appreciation and sadness
that the Camp Mennoscah Board of Directors announces the resignation of Michael
Unruh from the position of Executive Director, effective July 1, 2020. In a statement, Michael shared, “I am grateful for
each staff person and board member who
has worked tirelessly to develop camp’s
ministry, and the hundreds of camp supporters I have had the privilege of getting
to know.” Michael will begin as Campus
Pastor at Bethel College this summer. In
the interim period, the Camp Mennoscah
Staff and Board of Directors will continue
to fulfill camp’s mission by providing
space and programs for people of all ages
to connect with God, nature, others, and
self.
Full statement can be found
at campmennoscah.org.



Camp Mennoscah is open to a limited
number of individuals and families. Reservations must be made in advance. Contact Camp Mennoscah at 620
-297-3290 for further information. We
are excited to make this sacred space
available to you!

MCC Flatlander
Bicycle Ride:

T
The planning committee is going
ahead with plans for the 2020 Flatlander ride
to be held on September 19. More information about this event can be found
at: https://mcc.org/get-involved/events/mccflatlander-bicycle-ride. We are currently
looking for additional people to help on the
planning committee, and also for individuals
or groups to help us with the SAGs
(refreshment stops) on the various bike
routes. If you are interested in helping or
have questions, please call Donna at 316-727
-6346 or beckerdonna2@gmail.com. Hope
to see you there.
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Church Council Notes
Zoom Meeting on May 19, 2020
 The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) has gained
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a new member, Melanie Haspels. The pastor
review is being planned. Planning will continue with our conference pastor giving advice. More information will be shared at a
later date.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman)
reported that a care need was met in the community with a washer and dryer.
The Care Ministry (Ron Dick) has been
meeting by phone. A care need was met for
an older gentlemen in the community.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller) will
discuss with Larry the refunding of camp
scholarships.
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale)
met on Zoom. Discussion is happening regarding children’s Sunday school groupings
for the fall. The picnic continues to be tabled
as we wait to see how things will progress
during the pandemic.
The church treasurer (Larry Regier) reported
a budget balance at the end of April of
$13,294.
Stewardship Ministry (James Nightingale)
received a quote of $2,870 for sidewalk replacement. Council approved this improvement. More Water Board meetings are
scheduled in late June & early July. John
Will is making an offering box so offering
plates do not have to be passed when we
begin meeting again. James has finished the
basement remodel. Fisher was out to prep
the air conditioning units.
The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen) is
meeting each Wednesday for worship plan-

ning. Gregg added that rechargeable batteries were purchased for the handheld microphones.
 Pastor Steve has been busy educating himself about reopening ideas and issues. Much
discussion followed.
 The church secretary will be having back
surgery in late June. Kaitlen Ortman will be
filling in for Debbie while she is out.
 IT update: New software was purchased.
Our Cox internet contract was renegotiated
to include higher speeds.
Next meeting: June 15 at 7pm

A surprising solution
The only solution
for being broken is … brokenness. By brokenness, I
mean the acknowledgment
of it, the full and unflinching acceptance that we are
bankrupt, poor in spirit
and have nothing to offer.
In our culture, that’s a
hard sell. … Brokenness is not trending on
Twitter. It’s not written on anyone’s résumé,
and it’s no business strategy at all. It is, however, the one hope Jesus holds out for us, the
inside-out, upside-down way that is somehow the only path that ultimately is right side
up. Embrace the paradox: brokenness is the
way to wholeness.
―Kyle Idleman, The End of Me

Treasurer’s Report

Church Announcements
1. The Neighbors Store is in need of spaghetti sauce, ranch dressing, catsup and
mustard. They have reopened. A requirement is 10 or fewer people in the store.
2. The deadline for the June newsletter is
June 18 (earlier than usual).
3. Kaitlen Ortman will be filling in for the
church secretary beginning June 25 while
she recovers from back surgery. Please
contact her at kaitlen.ortman@gmail.com.
4. Offering schedule for June:
June 7: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
June 14: Peace Connections/Cir cles
June 21: Chur ch Budget
June 28: MC USA

Treasurer’s News
The offering schedule for June is
listed above. Your offerings may be sent directly to James Nightingale at 2819 N. Spring
Lake Rd., Burrton, KS 67020. You may also
place them in James’ church mailbox or mail
them to the church. Don’t forget about purchasing the new hymnals ($25 each) in honor
or memory of your loved ones. We are anticipating their arrival later this year.
Thank you for your faithful giving.
Your generosity is appreciated!

Budget balance @ 01/01/20
9,960.80
January–March receipts
24,450.44
January–March expenses
(28,807.46)
Budget balance @ 03/31/20
5,603.78
April receipts
17,858.59
April expenses
(10,167.57)
Budget balance @ 04/30/20 13,294.80

Prayer Meeting
The prayer group that meets on
Wednesday nights will continue to meet
through June for those interested. The group
will meet on June 3, 10, 17 & 24.

Prayers & Praises






Please keep Ken and Reenie Fast and
their family in prayer. Reenie’s sister,
Iris, went home to be with her Lord. We
give thanks that she is now at peace and
in the presences of her Lord. Pray for
strength and peace for the family.
Keep our church leadership in prayer as
we continue to discuss and plan how to
best begin in-person services again.
Continue to pray for the health and safety
of our health care workers and first responders as they work to care for those
affected by the virus.
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June Celebrations

What’s up at First Mennonite
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Stewardship Notes

Live Streaming

The Stewardship Committee has
been working on several projects while the
facility is not being used. Carpets throughout the building have been professionally
cleaned and sanitized. We have been discussing enhanced cleaning for the building
and will be purchasing a small hand-held
disinfecting fogging machine.
Part of the old basement has been
painted and carpeting installed for the
youth area. When you are back in the
building, stop downstairs and take a look at
the transformation! We are also going to
have Becker Construction replace some of
the damaged concrete sidewalk sections in
front of the education entrance and the east
parking lot. If you would like to donate to
either of these two projects, please note
”Youth Area” or “Sidewalk” on the memo
portion of your check.
A big thank you to everyone who
participated in the social distancing cleaning time last month. Many areas of the
church were cleaned by those volunteers.
Also, thanks for your continued financial
and prayer support of the church and it’s
programs throughout the past few months.

During this time of physical separation due to Covid-19, our church service is
being streamed live on Facebook. Join us
each week at 10 am on the church page
(FirstMennoniteChurchofHalstead). Most
aspects of our regular service are included
and a bulletin packet, which includes music,
is available on the church website. We’d
love to “see” you at church!

Sunday School
Summer Quarter Offering
The Nurture Ministry has chosen
MCC Meat Canning as our summer quarter
Sunday school mission offering project.
During this time of separation the Nurture
Ministry invites you to mail your donations
to our treasurer, Kent Dick, at 8715 NW
36th Street, Halstead, KS 67056, or you
may place your offerings in Kent’s church
mailbox. Our children are still receiving
their Sunday school lessons through efforts
of the Nurture Ministry with email, Facebook and other avenues.
Thank you for your continued support of our Sunday school programs!
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Ron & Marilyn Auernheimer
Maureen Fast
Lauren Mueller
Anna Vishria
Chuck & Ruth Mueller
Brian Harmon
Luke Haspels
Judy Koehn
Karli Koehn
Phil Aylward
Rick & Julie Lee
Ryan & Pam Stucky
Brad Rodenberg
Ken & Maureen Fast
Marge Gundy
Dale & Dorothy Dick (62 years)
Angie Chandler
Griffin Vishria
Phoenix Vishria
Paul Haury
Tim & Sandy Lewis
Rachael Regier
Jason Mueller
John Will
Garris Clarkson
Janet Ortman
Ron & Teresa Gundy
Lise Bollinger
Marcio & Liz Navarro
Phil & Linda Aylward
Garrison Gundy
Ron & Karen Colbert
Randy Balzer
Amelie Kaufman
Dave & Lu Siemens

Newton Et Cetera Shop
Newton Et Cetera Shop is beginning to reopen . . . and expand! We are preparing to receive your donated items and to
welcome customers back in the shop again
after our temporary COVID-19 closure.
Thanks for your patience! We're also preparing to expand our place in the community by purchasing the building next door!
For updates on all fronts, including
our delayed Local Giving Grant application
process,
check
out
www.newtonetceterashop.com or our Facebook feed, or give us a call at 316-2839461. To donate toward our building purchase, please mail us a check or give
online at https://tinyurl.com/u3pgy9a.
Thank you for helping us share God's love
with all creation!
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