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The “Wow” Factor
After the final notes concluded at a
recent symphony performance in Boston,
the conductor hadn’t yet lowered his baton
when a child exclaimed, “Wow!” The break
in protocol, magnified by excellent acoustics, didn’t upset the participants or audience, however. Instead, several later said it
brought them great joy. One even called the
moment life-changing.
The incident was especially meaningful because the child, a 9-year-old
named Ronan, has autism and is generally
nonverbal. Music, his family says, tends to
attract his interest and make him happy.
When symphony officials learned Ronan’s
identity, they arranged a private performance so he could meet some musicians.
How often do you shout “Wow!” —
in a good way — at what you see and hear?
You may tend to do so on vacation or while
observing God’s natural wonders, but what
about during your day-to-day life? Think
about the people you encounter and their
talents — and your own. When have these
sparked a “Wow!” of thanks to God?
Every blessing, large or small, is a
wow-moment — a gift from God that warrants our praise.
—adapted from HomeTouch Ministry
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Be Christ’s
English pastor J. Sidlow Baxter
often passed a retired pastor on a lane
near his home. Baxter once asked the
man, “How are you keeping?”
The man responded, “I’m not
keeping, I’m kept.”
Of all the things we can be,
nothing beats Christ’s.
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Steve Wilcox, Pastor
Office Phone (316) 835-2282
Steve’s Cell (316)-322-5651
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Worship at 8 am & 10 am
Live Streaming at 10 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Pastor’s Note
Last Sunday we had our
first open to the
public service in
three
months.
There was a lot of
emotion,
work,
time, energy, and
thought by many
that went into that
service. This week
I have been reflecting on getting
to that point. My
thoughts
have
been many over
the
last
three
months
when
thinking
about
what this first service would be like. In the beginning I envisioned our coming back together to be a
great celebration, lots of singing, shaking
hands, catching up, and a potluck of
course! However, as time went on it became clear that when it happened it would
not be like what I had imagined. At times
I began to struggle with what it would
need to be when we came back, the restrictions and changes that would need to
be in place. There was lament and frustration and a jumble of other emotions as we
neared this last Sunday.
In spite of all that last Sunday was
a very moving experience for me, and one
that when I look back years later, will re2

member. The Spirit was moving as the
songs, scripture, drama, children's time all
came together and complemented each other
around our focus. After months of looking
out and not seeing anyone in the pews it was
very moving and special for me to look out
and see folks here again. For that I am
thankful.
I know it’s not just as it was and that
we are not all together in one place yet.
Which is really okay. I am thankful that people are participating in the way that feels the
most safe and comfortable to them. We are
still a family! I enjoyed Sunday afternoon
looking at the livestream recording and seeing all those who tuned in that way as well!
Somehow that, connected with the two
morning services, gave me a very welcomed
sense of forward movement. Praise God!

Camp Mennoscah




Romans 8:28 - A nd we k now that God
works all things together for the good of
those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose.



Take a look! Summer staff are sharing
camp with you from a distance! Videos
are being posted on the Camp Mennoscah Facebook page daily. You'll see
some typical activities of camp and some
of the wild, creative fun we strive for in
a week of camp. A Facebook account is
not needed, though they will try to get
you to sign up. Just click "not now" at
the bottom of the pop-up box. You can
get
to
the
Facebook
page
from www.campmennoscah.org using
the button at the top left corner. Send us
your thoughts!
Camp Mennoscah is open to a limited
number of individuals and families for
both days and overnights. Reservations
must be made in advance. Contact
Camp Mennoscah at 620-297-3290 for
further information. We are excited to
make this sacred space available to you!
Family Weekend at Camp Mennoscah! Camp Mennoscah is inviting
you to join in a modified Family Weekend on July 18-19. Many of the same
activities like crafts and s'mores will be
offered but adjusted to fit life during a
pandemic. The pool is closed for the
summer, but the river is still as splashable as ever. Each family group will be
assigned their own bathroom. Register
online at campmennoscah.org or call
Camp Mennoscah at 620-297-3290.

In the midst of the cancellation of inperson summer youth camps, you still have
some great opportunities to support the
mission of Camp Mennoscah!
 By praying for the staff, volunteers, and
campers to find creative ways to connect with one another this summer.
 By making a general fund gift to support creative summer connection content and to sustain camp operations.
Maybe even a little extra this year, if
you are able to do so!
 By encouraging others to remain involved in camp's ministry.




It is a blessing to have your support
during this unique year! If you have
questions about giving options, please
contact Michael U. at 620-382-6560
or michael.unruh@campmennoscah.org

Treasure the Present
Patience asks us to live the moment
to the fullest … to taste the here and now,
to be where we are. When we are impatient, we try to get away from where we
are. We behave as if the real thing will happen tomorrow, later, and somewhere else.
Let's be patient and trust that the treasure
we look for is hidden in the ground on
which we stand.
—Henri
Nouwen
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Church Council Notes
Meeting on June 15, 2020
 The Vision Team (Gregg Dick reporting) met
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with Heidi Regier Kreider and Marvin Zehr
regarding the pastor review. The goal is to
have it done by end of September. Vision is
working on the congregational review part.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) is
considering a bring your own picnic in the
park after church. Some Careportal needs
were met.
The Care Ministry (Ron Dick) has been communicating by phone. A care need was filled
for a community person with Everence likely
matching the funds.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller) discussed camp scholarship refunds and ways to
support Camp Mennoscah.
The Nurture Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) started looking at Sunday school teachers and
classes for next year. Some discussion was
held regarding the curriculum for future use
as the current curriculum is on the third year
of a three year cycle. Will be looking for
comfortable furniture for the middle school
room in the newly remodeled basement.
There’s still hope to have VBS this year.
The church treasurer (Larry Regier) reported
a budget balance at the end of May of
$14,253.
Stewardship Ministry (James Nightingale)
reported that the basement remodel is complete. James is working on installing a dehumidifier that will empty into the drain instead
of needing empting every day. Sidewalk
work has begun. Water Board meetings have
been moved to November. Discussion was
held regarding the extra cleaning of the
church. John Will built an offering box for

the church. James and Larry are working
with a few families on getting some memorial funds re-designated.
 The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen) is
excited to have the congregation back worshiping with them on Sunday.
 Pastor Steve said a lot of his energy has been
focused on the reopening plan.
 The slate of officers will go out in the bulletin packet as well as being presented during
both services. Those who participate online
should reach out to Gregg before the date of
the vote. The vote will likely be July 26th
after both services.
Next meeting: July 20 at 7pm

Slate of Officers
The church will vote on the slate of
officers for the next year at the end of July.
More information will be shared in the bulletin regarding the voting options. Below are
those who have agreed to serve.
Congregational Chair: Gr egg Dick
Congregational Secretary: Leah Kawanguzi
Congregational Treasurer: Lar r y Regier
Vision Team Chair: J ason Smoker
Discernment Team Chair: David Mueller
Care Ministry Chair: Ron Dick
Nurture Ministry Chair: Debbie Nightingale
Hospitality Ministry Chair: Kaitlen Or tman
Stewardship Ministry Chair:
James Nightingale
Mission Ministry Co-chairs:
Dwight Mueller/Sandy Allen
Worship Ministry Chair: Denice Klassen

Treasurer’s Report

Church Announcements
1. The Neighbors Store is in need of mayonnaise, ranch dressing, catsup and mustard.
2. The deadline for the August newsletter is
July 27 (subject to change).
3. Kaitlen Ortman is filling in for the church
secretary while she recovers from back
surgery. Please contact Kaitlen at
kaitlen.ortman@gmail.com.
4. Offering schedule for July:
July 5: Chur ch Budget
July 12: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
July 19: Offender Victim Ministr ies
July 26: Chur ch Budget

Treasurer’s News
The offering schedule for July is
listed above. Your offerings may be sent directly to James Nightingale at 2819 N. Spring
Lake Rd., Burrton, KS 67020 or placed in
the offering box at church. Don’t forget about
purchasing the new hymnals ($25 each) in
honor or memory of your loved ones. We are
anticipating their arrival later this year.
Thank you for your faithful giving.
Your generosity is appreciated!

Budget balance @ 01/01/20
9,960.80
January–April receipts
42,309.03
January–April expenses
(38,975.03)
Budget balance @ 04/30/20 13,294.80
May receipts
9,404.12
May expenses
(8,445.85)
Budget balance @ 05/31/20 14,253.07

Prayer Meeting
The prayer group that meets on
Wednesday nights will continue to meet
through July for those interested. The group
will meet on July 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29.

Prayers & Praises







Please keep Debbie Nightingale in prayer
as she recovers from back surgery.
Continue to pray for Larry Flickinger’s
recovery. Praise God for his improvement.
Continue to pray for the response to the
virus and the decisions those in leadership continue to deal with.
Pray for our country’s and our own personal responses to the various forms of
inequality we see and experience in our
world.
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What’s up at First Mennonite
Worship Options

Sunday School

The church re-opened for in-person
services on June 14. Two options are
available: a service at 8 am which will not
include singing and a service at 10 am
which will be more of a traditional worship
service, but does includes social distancing
and safety measures as well. We will also
continue to Live stream on the church Facebook page at 10 am for those more comfortable with worshipping at home. The
bulletin packet will continue to be provided.
All are welcome to attend whatever
service fits your needs. Praise God for the
various ways we can meet together to worship!

The Nurture Ministry has chosen
MCC Meat Canning as our summer quarter
Sunday school mission offering project.
You may continue to mail your donations to
our treasurer, Kent Dick, at 8715 NW 36th
Street, Halstead, KS 67056, or you may
place your offerings in Kent’s church mailbox. The children are still receiving their
Sunday school lessons so we continue to
have expenses. In June, packets were delivered to families with the children’s Sunday
school materials as well as fun items to
keep us connected!
The new youth area is completed!
We are in need of some comfortable furniture (couch, chairs, etc.). If you have something appropriate to donate, please contact
Kaitlen Ortman!

The Weight of Hate...

Word lovers, delight! The lexicon has tongue-twisting
terms that describe hatred for just about anything. According to Mental Floss, if you’re a
misodoctakleidist, for example, you hate practicing the piano. Misogelasts hate laughter,
while misopogonists hate beards and misophonists hate certain irritating sounds. There’s even
a word for someone who hates hatred (in the form of war or strife): a misopolemist. Some of
these words may make us smile, yet hate is deadly serious. No matter the target, hatred weighs
us down and distracts us from Godly living. That’s why Paul instructs
followers of Jesus to “put away from you all bitterness and wrath and
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice” (Ephesians
4:31, NRSV). Once that hateful weight is gone, we’ll be freed up to “be
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ has forgiven you” (verse 32).
4

July Celebrations
1
2 (A)
3
4
4
6
7
9
12
13 (A)
14
14
14 (A)
16
16
17
18
18
19
19 (A)
19
21 (A)
23
23
23
25
27 (A)
27
29
29
29
30
30 (A)
31
31
31 (A)
31 (A)

Justin Stucky
Jason & Lauren Mueller
Carol Rose
Bruce Nightingale
Joel Loflin
Rebecca Klassen Rose
Joel Ewert
Dan Schroeder
Dick VanWye
Jim & Marge Gundy (63 yrs.)
Janet Schmidt
Chelsea Nemeth
Shaun & Kaitlen Ortman
Katie Nightingale
Ethan Rodenberg
Dorothy Dick
Rick Allen
Emily Groom
David Flask
Tom & Carol Rose (62 yrs.)
Shawn Ruth
Chuck & Melanie Haspels
Terry Koehn
Mark Brandt
Samuel Holub
Nancy Back
Glenn & Kris Mueller
Verna Regier
Steve Wilcox
Karen Siebert
Lily Kaldenbach
Michael Warren
Kenneth & Ruth Stucky
Joyce Walther
John Regier
Leon & Janet Schmidt (61 yrs.)
Jason & Sara Smoker

Undeserved Freedom
In 2000, Cornealious Anderson was
sentenced to 13 years for robbery. The 23year-old was released on bail and told to
await orders to show up to prison. But due
to a clerical error, those orders never came.
Some people might have taken advantage
of such freedom and committed more
crimes. But Anderson started a business,
coached youth football and volunteered at
church, earning respect in his community.
Thirteen years later, when Missouri
officials discovered the error and put Anderson behind bars, an online petition
called for his release. A judge agreed that
Anderson was a changed man and, again,
he was freed.
What would you do with such undeserved freedom? What do we do with the
unmerited freedom God grants us despite
our sin, and with the freedoms we celebrate
on July 4? May we follow Anderson’s example and use our freedoms — social and
spiritual — to serve others.
—adapted from Homiletics
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