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A Prayer for the Fourth
Loving God, we thank you — the
true Father of our country — for the blessings of this land and the gifts of cultures
around the world. Prompt us to strive for
justice for all, at home and abroad. Remind
us, in the words of the hymn, that “this is
our Father's world” and that your goodness
prevails. Amid tragedies and conflicts,
guard us against despair. Help us focus on
the kindness evident daily: from generous
neighbors to conscientious public servants
(because most are). On Independence Day
and every day, “O let [us] ne’er forget that
though the wrong seems oft so strong, God
is the Ruler yet.” Amen.
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Love Made Flesh
The whole concept of God taking
human shape had never made much sense to
me. That was because, I realized one wonderful day, it was so simple. For people
with bodies, important things like love have
to be embodied. That's all. God had to be
embodied, or else people with bodies would
never in a trillion years understand about
love.
—Jane Vonnegut Yarmolinsky
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“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Anger
“Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit,
for anger is carried in the lap of fools.”
Proverbs 19:11

From time to time I get questions
from folks about anger. “Is it ok for me to
be angry about ______? This or that happened and I am really angry about it, is
that ok?” Some come in fear of Jesus’
words in the sermon on the mount in Matthew 5:22; “I tell you anyone who is
angry with his brother will be subject to
judgement”. What happens if I get angry
quickly before I can even think about it?
Jesus is not forbidding one to get
angry. In this text Jesus is confronting the
habit of carried anger. Anger is often involuntary, and at least for a moment, legitimate. There are many situations that
call for anger. Jesus’ command kicks in at
the birth of anger and asks, “what will we
do with it?” Will we prolong it, nurse it,
allowing it to master us or will we master
it and perhaps creatively use it for God’s
will? Paul speaks of this to the Ephesians
in 4:26-27; “In your anger do not sin:
Do not let the sun go down while you are
still angry, and do not give the devil a
foothold.” If we hold onto anger we adopt
an attitude of carried anger which presumes a decision to carry it around. That
decision, to carry anger as Paul states,
leaves one exposed to the devil which can
lead to all kinds of poor choices on our
part. That is the way the devil works. If
he were to show up at the front door,
bright red suit and pointy trident, we
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would send him packing. However, how he
comes is in the backdoor or open window
of our impatience, irritation, unforgiveness,
pride, or anger.
There are all kinds of injustices,
brokenness and sin in the world that cause
God anger and break His heart. Sin should
cause anger, and within the Christian community its source should be confronted and
appropriately dealt with. God never tells us
in His word not to be angry, rather, in our
anger to be careful not to sin; “because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires (James 1:20).”
Jesus, help us with our anger. Help
us to be angry at the right time, for the right
reasons, and in the right way, so that our
anger can fuel a right response for Your
kingdom. Amen.
-Blessings, Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah





We are having great fun! Summer
Youth Camps at Camp Mennoscah are
going swimmingly and we are thrilled
we still have 6 weeks of camp
left. Campers are welcome to register
for a week of faith, fun, and fellowship
on the theme of Peace Works: Empowering Peacemakers. It's an awesome time
with worship, swimming, crafts, nature,
and lots of friends!
Family Weekend is (almost) now! Join
us June 29-30 at Camp Mennoscah for a
time with family and friends in God's
great creation. The weekend is lightly
scheduled to allow you to spend time
with your family and friends doing all
sorts of camp-themed activities-swimming, crafts, canoeing (river conditions permitting), smores, worship and
campfire.
Contact us at:
campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3290

WDC Annual Assembly
There will be many workshops to
choose from Saturday morning and afternoon at Western District Conference Annual Assembly, July 26-27 on Bethel College
campus in North Newton, KS. Here is a
small sample: Mennonite Women's Vocies: 1972-2006; artists' perspectives and
personal stories on the Arizona and Texas/
Mexico borders; faith formation workshops
by Shana Peachey Boshart (MC USA) and
Springs Forth!; conversation about creation
care, and much moer. Join us! For more
information, go to: http://mennowdc.org/
annual-assembly/#2019annualAssembly.
Please let Pastor Steve know if you
plan to attend so he can get you delegate
information.

The Mennonite Magazine
The Mennonite, Inc., invites your
original submissions for our September
2019 print magazine issue and corresponding online content focusing on Faith-filled
responses to health-care costs. More information at:
https://themennonite.org/
september-2019-call-submissions-faithfilled-responses-health-care-costs/

“Sometimes when you're in a dark
place you think you've been buried,
but you've actually been planted.
Bloom!”
—Christine Caine
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God is Everywhere

July Calendar

July
Celebrations

July 2
July 6

We are living in a world that is absolutely
transparent, and God is shining through it all
the time. This is not just a fable or a nice
story. It is true. If we abandon ourselves to
God and forget ourselves, we see it sometimes, and we see it maybe frequently. God
shows himself everywhere, in everything —
in people and in things and in nature and in
events. It becomes very obvious that God is
everywhere and in everything and we cannot be without him. It’s impossible. The only thing is that we don’t see it.
—Thomas Merton
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1
2 (A)
3
4
4
5
6
7
9
12
13 (A)
14
14
14 (A)
16
16
17
18
18
19
19 (A)
19
21 (A)
23
23
23
25
27 (A)
27
29
29
29
30
30 (A)
31
31
31 (A)
31 (A)

Justin Stucky
Jason & Lauren Mueller
Carol Rose
Bruce Nightingale
Joel Loflin
Leila Dalke
Rebecca Klassen Rose
Joel Ewert
Dan Schroeder
Dick VanWye
Jim & Marge Gundy (62 yrs.)
Janet Schmidt
Chelsea Nemeth
Shaun & Kaitlen Ortman
Katie Nightingale
Ethan Rodenberg
Dorothy Dick
Rick Allen
Emily Groom
David Flask
Tom & Carol Rose (61 yrs.)
Shawn Ruth
Chuck & Melanie Haspels
Terry Koehn
Mark Brandt
Samuel Holub
Nancy Back
Glenn & Kris Mueller
Verna Regier
Steve Wilcox
Karen Siebert
Lily Kaldenbach
Michael Warren
Kenneth & Ruth Stucky
Joyce Walther
John Regier
Leon & Janet Schmidt (60 yrs.)
Jason & Sara Smoker

Church
Announcements
1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
July 21. Neighbor s needs ar e sugar ,
catsup, mustard, mayonnaise and Ranch
dressing. Donations can be left under the
church mailboxes anytime.
2. The deadline for the August newsletter is
July 29.
3. Offering schedule for July:
July 7: Chur ch Budget
July 14: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
July 21: Chur ch Budget
July 28: Camp Mennoscah

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/19 12,413.10
January–April receipts
33,125.35
January–April expenses
(39,814.56
Budget balance @ 04/30/19
5,723.89
May receipts
7,559.36
May expenses
(9,569.14)
Budget balance @ 05/31/19
3,714.11

July 7
July 8
July 9
July 17
July 23
July 24
July 31

6:00 pm Nurture & Mission
7:00 pm Church Council
6-8 pm Swim Night at Halstead
Pool
5:00 pm Golf Outing
9:30 am WMS
7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast
6:30 pm Prayer Meeting
7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast
6:30 pm Prayer Meeting
6:30 pm Prayer Meeting

Prayer & Praises









Praise God for the successful VBS. Pray
that the seeds planted will produce a great
harvest.
Remember to pray for Maeanna Regier
and Deb Castillo who are both recovering
from back surgery recently.
Pray for Winifred Koehn and her health
needs.
Pray for healing and recovery for Brad &
Joyce Rodenberg’s friend, Joel, as he recovers from having a toe removed.
Pray for several unspoken needs.

We need deliberately to call to mind the joys of our journey. Perhaps we
should try to write down the blessings of one day. We might begin; we could
never end; there are not pens or paper enough in all the world. -G. Buttrick
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What’s up at First Mennonite!
Summer
Sunday School

Swim Party!
Join your church family at the
Halstead Swimming Pool on Saturday, July
6 from 6-8 pm for a splashing good time!
You can swim or relax on the side. Bring a
snack to share and your lawn chair if you’d
like. Invite your friends. All are welcome!

Abram Rodenberg and fiancé Emily
Yang would like to extend an invitation to
the congregation to join them for their wedding at the church on August 3rd at 4 PM. A
reception will follow. The couple asks that
anyone planning to attend would RSVP
through mail or the wedding website. Wedding and RSVP information are posted on
the bulletin board in the hallway. Please
RSVP by July 13.
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The combined adult summer Sunday
school class continues each Sunday in Stauffer
Hall. The schedule is as follows:
June 30:
July 7:
July 14
July 21
July 28:
Aug. 4:
Aug. 11:
Aug. 18:
Aug: 25:

Andy Stanley #1
Andy Stanley #2
Andy Stanley #3
Michael Unruh—Camp Mennoscah
Andy Stanley #4
Andy Stanley #5
Andy Stanley #6
Games/Fellowship
Class Planning for Fall

Children continue meeting in their
classrooms. An adult class is also available in
the library using the MennoMedia quarterly
series for those desiring a smaller group.
Please remember that 45% of your
Sunday school offering each month goes to our
mission partner and 55% is used for Sunday
school expenses. Our mission offering for the
summer will go to John & Joy Haspels who are
missionaries with Africa Inland Mission in
Kenya. See the bulletin board in the Sunday
school area for more information about their
mission or read the article in the June newsletter.

5

