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Worship Service—10:45 a.m. 

“We are a community of 
believers who follow Jesus 
Christ as we receive and 

share God’s love.” 
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We, of First Mennonite Church, 

  Valuing the convictions  
          of our faith, 

  Endeavor to: 
    Engage our members in ministry, 

    Expand community outreach, 

    Embrace new people, 
             In the love of Christ. 

Independence 

Day Lessons for  

Church Life 

• Return to the basics — On July 4 we com-

memorate the origins of our country. In 

terms of faith, we also periodically need to 

hear again the foundational stories of Crea-

tion, the Israelites and, of course, Jesus.  

• Honor the gift of freedom — “For freedom 

Christ has set us free … do not submit again 

to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1, ESV). 

We strive as citizens to preserve and live out 

our national freedom. Likewise, as citizens 

of God’s kingdom we live gladly in the free-

dom of salvation and share that gift with oth-

ers. 

• Enjoy community — July 4 is known for 

picnics, parades and other community gath-

erings. Similarly, the church is nourished by 

coming together for worship, meals and oth-

er special events.  

 

• Be light in the darkness — As fireworks 

brighten the sky with light and color, the 

church is called to display the Gospel’s 

unique light in a dark world. Our word dyna-

mite and the Greek word for power — as in, 

“You will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8) — share a 

root. Through God’s power in us, we share 

Jesus — dynamically! — with others.  

—Heidi Mann  

Lord Jesus, thou 

who art the way, the 

truth and the life; 

hear us as we pray 

for the truth that 

shall make all free. 

Teach us that liberty 

is not only to be 

loved but also to be 

lived. Liberty is too 

precious a thing to 

be buried in books. 

It costs too much to 

be hoarded. Help us 

see that our liberty is 

not the right to do as 

we please, but the 

opportunity to 

please do what is 

right.  
 

  —Peter Marshall, before the U.S. Senate 
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Camp Mennoscah 

 Family Weekend!  Camp Mennoscah's 

weekend of camp activities and relaxing 

fellowship is  June 30-July 1.  You are 

invited!  The schedule is light but you 

have a chance to do all the usual camp 

activities like swimming, crafts, camp-

fire, and river play.  Enjoy the weekend 

how you like.  Register online or call 

us!  We'll see you for fun and s'mores! 

 

 Summer youth camps at Camp Men-

noscah are in full swing!  We're having 

a blast with our summer theme of Be-

yond Belief: The Universe of God and 

all the wonderful campers.  There are 

still openings for most of our 

camps!  Senior Highers--keep register-

ing on the wait list so that we know you 

want to come.  We're busy finding more 

places for you.  If we can't find you a 

space, we will return all fees paid.  Our 

summer youth camps are a hoot! 
 

Contact us at: 

www.campmennoscah.org 

or 620-297-3014 

 
 

 

Finding Freedom 
 

The paradox of faith is that when we  

conform our lives to Christ, then we gain 

our true freedom. And its fruit is  

profound and lasting happiness.  
 

—Vincent Nichols  

news, the BEST news, that salvation is free 

and available to all who believe in Jesus!   

 I have been reading the book Not a 

Fan, by Kyle Ideman, with my prayer group.  

This book tells us that God desires followers, 

not fans, and goes on to explain how to tell 

the difference between a fan and a follower.  

Sometimes the messages have been rather 

challenging.  I know I fall short of this calling 

many times, but it is reassuring to know that I 

have the opportunity, in Christ, to keep try-

ing.  I know that when I fail, forgiveness is 

promised through Christ (Ephesians 1:7). 

 So, back to my rainbow promise!  

James and I have been praying and talking 

about a decision we need to make.  Seeing the 

rainbow today reminds me that whatever the 

decision, whatever the outcome, we will be 

okay because God can be trusted.  His prom-

ises never fail, and His Word is everlasting. 

 The following poem, written by An-

nie J. Flint, has been glued into my high 

school memory book since 1978.  You’ve 

probably read it before, but I think it is a good 

way to end my thoughts today.    
 

“God has not promised  

skies always blue,  

flower-strewn pathways  

all our lives through; 

God has not promised  

sun without rain,  

joy with sorrow,  

peace without pain.   

But God has promised  

strength for the day,  

rest for the labor,  

light for the way,  

grace for the trials,  

help from above,  

unfailing sympathy,  

undying love.”  
 

Thanks for reading!      -Debbie Nightingale

 1 Justin Stucky 

 2 (A) Jason & Lauren Mueller 

 3 Carol Rose 

 4 Bruce Nightingale 

 4 Joel Loflin 

 5 Leila Dalke 

 6 Rebecca Klassen Rose 

 7 Joel Ewert 

 9 Dan Schroeder 

12  Dick VanWye 

13 (A) Jim & Marge Gundy (61 yrs.) 

14  Janet Schmidt 

14 Chelsea Nemeth 

14 (A) Shaun & Kaitlen Ortman 

16  Katie Nightingale 

16 Ethan Rodenberg 

17  Dorothy Dick 

18  Rick Allen 

18  Emily Groom 

19  David Flask 

19 (A) Tom & Carol Rose (60 yrs.) 

19  Shawn Ruth 

21 (A) Chuck & Melanie Haspels 

23  Terry Koehn 

23 Mark Brandt 

23 Samuel Holub 

25  Nancy Back 

27 (A) Glenn & Kris Mueller 

27  Verna Regier 

29 Steve Wilcox 

29 Karen Siebert 

30 Michael Warren 

30 (A) Kenneth & Ruth Stucky 

31  Joyce Walther 

31 John Regier 

31 (A) Leon & Janet Schmidt (59 yrs.) 

31 (A) Jason & Sara Smoker  

 While taking my dog Daisy for a 

walk recently, it started to rain.  After a 

much needed refreshing shower over-

night, I thought the rains were finished.  I 

was surprised to find myself at the top of 

the hill on our walk when the rains re-

turned.  Rather than get soaked and cold, 

I decided to wait it out on our porch.  I 

am so glad I did!  As I turned around, 

there in the west, was a beautiful tail of a 

rainbow shining down right over our 

farm!  Now, I know that this rainbow was 

also shining down over other places too, 

but at that moment it was as if God was 

reminding me that He can always be 

trusted because He always keeps His 

promises!   

 If you look in Genesis 6-9 at the 

story of Noah, you see that in chapter 9 

God makes a covenant to never again de-

stroy the earth with a flood.  The sign of 

the covenant is the rainbow.  The rainbow 

has been a sign for me since I was little 

that God always keeps His promises.   

 I started thinking about the prom-

ises that God keeps with His people so I 

decided to look up just a few of those.  If 

you look in Deuteronomy 4:29 you see 

that God promises that if we search for 

Him, we will find Him.  Psalm 121 tells 

us that God promises protection to His 

children.  God promises that His love will 

never fail in 1 Chronicles 16:34.    In the 

New Testament, in Romans 8:28, God 

promises that all things will work out for 

good for those who love Him, and in Ro-

mans 1:16-17 God promises salvation to 

all who believe in Jesus.  What wonderful 

A Rainbow Promise July 

Celebrations  

http://www.campmennoscah.org/
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Treasurer’s Report 

Budget balance @ 01/01/18 10,929.63 

January-April receipts 33,202.96 

January-April expenses (36,873.75) 

Budget balance @ 04/30/18 7,258.84 

May receipts 6,333.08 

May expenses (9,009.69) 

Budget balance @ 05/31/18 4,582.23 

Church  

Announcements 

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is 

July 15.  Neighbors needs are crackers 

and pork ‘n beans.   

2. The deadline for the August newsletter is 

July 23.  
3. Offering schedule for July: 

      July 1:     MC USA  

      July 8:      Church Budget 

      July 15:    Western District Conference 

      July 22:    Church Budget 

      July 29: Camp Mennoscah 

July Calendar 
  

July 3 7:45am Early Birds Breakfast 

July 4 6:30pm Prayer Meeting 

July 9 9:30 am WMS 

July 11 6:30pm Prayer Meeting 

July 15 9:30 am Everence Speaker in  

    Sunday school 

 6-8 pm Swim Party  

July 17 7:45am Early Birds Breakfast  

July 18 6:30pm Prayer Meeting 

July 22 9:30 am CASA Speaker in  

    Sunday school 

July 22 TBA Song Sing 

July 25 6:30pm Prayer Meeting 

July 27-28       WDC Annual  

   Assembly 

July 31 7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

 Care for Immigrants and Refu-

gees:  WDC Immigration Task Force invites 

anyone from WDC congregations to the Im-

migrant Family Support Network Forum, 

“Welcoming the Stranger:  Individuals and 

Churches” on Saturday, June 30, 9 am-

12:30  pm at First Presbyterian Church, 525 

N Broadway St, Wichita, KS 

67214.  Information about a program of ac-

companiment of immigrants based on a 

model from St. Louis and congregational 

experiences in providing care for refugees, 

English for Speakers of Other Languages 

(ESOL) classes and sanctuary will be pre-

sented.   Shalom Mennonite Church 

(Newton) representatives will share their 

church’s immigration ministry story.  For  

details, email:  FEhmke51@gmail.com. 

 

MCC Announcements 
 
 Join the upcoming Mennonite Cen-

tral Committee Haiti Learning Tour 

from September 22 to 27. Learn from Hai-

tian farmers, artisans, community organizers 

and human rights advocates about how they 

– with your support –  are building a brighter 

future for their communities. Contact Jordan 

Penner at jordanpenner@mcc.org or 316-

727-6837 for more information.  

Immigration Task Force WDC Annual Assembly 
 

 The Western District Conference An-

nual Assembly is planned for July 27-28.  

Friday activities will be held at Tabor Men-

nonite Church and Saturday activities will be 

at Eden Mennonite Church.  Our church is 

allowed 8 voting delegates (one delegate for 

each 30 members), but there is no limit on 

attendees.   

 The speaker will be Bryon Moyer 

Suderman, who is an Itinerant Bible teacher 

and singer/songwriter, known especially for 

his “songs of faith for small and tall,” Bryan 

Moyer Suderman of Stouffville, Ontario, has 

spent the last 25 years finding creative ways 

to engage all ages in Scripture.  For five 

years he’s been working through each of the 

canonical Gospels, exploring how they por-

tray Jesus as interpreter of Scripture in ad-

dressing the challenges and debates of the 

day. As a result of this study—now the focus 

of his master’s thesis and itinerant Bible 

teaching ministry—Bryan is finding that Je-

sus’ approach to Scripture has much to teach 

us. In fact, it has the potential to transform 

the way we relate to Scripture and to each 

other. 

 For more information about the 

schedule, workshops and to register see: 

www.mennowdc.org/Annual-Assembly/ 

 If you plan to register please talk with 

Pastor Steve or Debbie before July 13 so they 

can register you as a voting delegate.     

Care Portal Event 
 

 Care Portal will hold their “Big 

Event” on Saturday, July 7.  It is a fundrais-

er/celebration of what God is doing in the 

ministry.  All are welcome!  For more infor-

mation see https://www.eventbrite.com/

e/2nd-annual-careportal-big-event-tickets-

45208898031  

https://maps.google.com/?q=525+N+Broadway+St,+Wichita,+KS+67214&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=525+N+Broadway+St,+Wichita,+KS+67214&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=525+N+Broadway+St,+Wichita,+KS+67214&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:FEhmke51@gmail.com
mailto:jordanpenner@mcc.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-annual-careportal-big-event-tickets-45208898031
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-annual-careportal-big-event-tickets-45208898031
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-annual-careportal-big-event-tickets-45208898031
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What’s up at First Mennonite?    

Prayer & Praises 
Prayer needs during June:  

 

 Praise God for answering prayers for 

VBS.  It was a great week with over 100 

kids attending! 

 Praise God for the successful surgery for 

Owen Dick, grandson of Ron & Sara.  

He had a short return to the hospital after 

surgery, but is recovering and doing 

well!  

 Please continue praying for the recovery 

of Phil Aylward following knee surgery. 

 Praise God for the 60th wedding anniver-

sary celebration for Dale & Dorothy 

Dick on June 15! 

 Pray for Edna Otto as she grieves the loss 

of her husband and our former interim 

pastor, John Otto.  John died on June 16. 

 Pray for the recovery of Melissa Clark-

son following brain surgery on June 27. 

Pray for healing and hope as she recovers 

and regains her strength and health. 

 Pray for the recovery of Pauline Regier 

following knee surgery on June 26.    

 

Women’s Mission Society 
 

 The Women’s Mission Society will 

meet Monday, July 9 beginning at 9:30 am 

for a work day. All ladies of the church and 

their friends are welcome!   

 

Church Swim Night 
 

 Join your church family for a fun 

evening at the Halstead Pool on Sunday, July 

15 from 6-8 pm.  Please bring a snack to 

share.  All are welcome, even those who 

don’t want to get wet!  Invite your friends 

and neighbors!   

 

Evening of Singing 
 

 The Worship Team is planning an 

evening of singing on Sunday, July 22. The 

time will be published in the bulletin soon.  

Please invite your friends for an informal 

time of singing and praising God.  Refresh-

ments will follow.   

 

Thank You 
 

 We want to thank all of you for the 

beautiful cards and attendance at the recep-

tion on June 17 celebrating our 60th Wed-

ding Anniversary.  It helped make it a very 

special day to remember.   

                                 -Dale & Dorothy Dick 

 

 Minutes from June 18, 2018 meeting: 
  

  The Discernment Team (David Mueller) 

reported they had no new business.   

  The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) 

shared that Vision Team will meet next 

month.   

  The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) report-

ed they will be meeting later in July.   

  The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ort-

man) reported about a family swim 

night on July 15 from 6-8pm at the 

Halstead Pool.  There is Foster Family 

Back-to-School night on August 8 from 

6-8pm at the Scout Park Cabin.  A Pov-

erty Simulation will be held September 

22 at our church.  For the Pine Village 

basket, monetary donations are request-

ed for a garden themed basket.   

  The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller) 

reported that they designated some 

funds for CarePortal needs.  The roofing 

on Winnie’s home was a success.  There 

has been a request for a local mission 

project but a facilitator is still needed.  

Mission is also looking for new ways 

the congregation can connect with our 

MMN partners.  

  The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightin-

gale) shared that VBS and the SS Picnic 

went well.  Nurture is thinking ahead 

about a theme and Christian Education 

Sunday.  There will be three  third grade 

students receiving Bibles this year.  

Children’s Sunday school curriculum 

continues to be evaluated.   

  Church Treasurer (Larry Regier) shared 

that the budget balance is about $4,582.   

  The Stewardship Ministry (Dwight 

Mueller) shared that there has been 

more conversation about the new chairs 

for Stauffer Hall.  Gregg asked about 

the possibility of getting round tables.  

Round tables help encourage conversa-

tion.  Debbie reported that the bell in 

Stauffer Hall does not work.  Dwight 

shared that there is conversation in the 

IT committee about the screen at the 

back of the church.  Jason Smoker 

shared more details and discussion fol-

lowed.   
 

A copy of the full minutes is available  

on the bulletin board.   
 

 Summer Sunday School 
 

 Combined adult summer Sunday 

continues in Stauffer Hall for July and Au-

gust.  The schedule for July is: 
 

 July 1: Gifts Discernment 

 July 8: Gifts Discernment 

 July 15: Everence Speaker 

 July 22: CASA Speaker 

 July 29: Gifts Discernment   
 

 A separate adult class meets in the 

library and is studying the quarterly curric-

ulum from MennoMedia with the topic of 

Justice in the New Testament.  

 Children continue meeting in their 

classrooms.   

 The summer quarter mission offer-

ing is for the student assistance fund at 

USD 440.  Please talk with a member of the 

Nurture Ministry if you have questions or 

suggestions for Sunday school. Members 

are Kent Dick, Melanie Haspels, Kaitlen 

Ortman and Debbie Nightingale.      
 

Church Council Notes 


