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We’re often taught that prayer is
speaking to God. And of course, that’s part
of it. It’s good to pray for the well-being and
needs of others — even Jesus prayed for his
disciples. It’s okay to pray for our own
growth in faith and love. It’s a wonderful,
powerful thing, modeled especially by the
Psalmists, to give God thanks and praise.
And God welcomes our cries of pain and
sorrow, offering the Spirit’s help when
words fail us (Romans 8:26).
But through the ages, many deeply
faithful followers of Christ have practiced
contemplative prayer, centering prayer and
other forms of stillness before God. Danish
theologian Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855)
expressed it this way: “To pray does not
mean to listen to oneself speaking. Prayer
involves becoming silent, and being silent,
and waiting until God is heard.”

427 West Fourth
Halstead, KS 67056
www.firstmennonitehalstead.org
Steve Wilcox, Pastor
Office Phone (316) 835-2282
Steve’s Cell (316) 322-5651
rskw13@gmail.com

Sunday School at 9:15 am
Worship at 10:30 am and
Live Streaming at 10:30 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
in the love of Christ.

Unboxing the New Year
Psalm 118:24
“This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
Here we are again standing on the
precipice of a new year peering into 2021.
What will it be like, what things will it
contain? After the last year, which among
other things definitely held its challenges,
it's hard not to look at the coming year
with hopeful anticipation that it is better
than last year. Hopefully the most exciting time will not be this moment thinking
about and wondering what this year will
hold.
This thought reminded me of a
board game article I read several years
ago. They did a survey to find out what
was the most exciting part of a board
game. Surprisingly, by a fairly overwhelming number, the moment of greatest enjoyment was unboxing the game
and seeing what was inside. As people
pulled back the box lid and saw all the
new pieces they thought about all the possibilities of this new game, the fun and
excitement to be had, the memories to be
made. Then, however, when they would
play it, even if it was a good and fun
game, it seemed to rarely hold up to that
initial moment of expectation found in
unboxing it.
I don’t know what 2021 will hold
for any of us, however, I don’t want
thinking and dreaming about what it
might be like to be our best part. I pray
that we continue together meeting chal2

lenges as they arise, celebrating with each
other as we can, praying for and lifting each
other up, looking for the joy in whatever we
face. May we together find our strength in
the joy of the Lord. Nehemiah 8:10 — Then
he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat
and drink sweet wine and send portions to
anyone who has nothing ready, for this day
is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved,
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
Blessings to you all as we begin a
new year together!
- Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah


Camp Mennoscah is a wonderful space for
families and groups needing space to
spread out! Facilities for differently sized
groups are available with a variety of gathering areas. Trails and fields are waiting
to be hiked and used for fun activities,
too! Contact Camp Mennoscah to reserve
at office@campmennoscah.org or 620297-3290. You are invited to enjoy this
sacred space!



Thank you, Allen and Janet! After 40
years of dedicated service as program directors at Camp Mennoscah, Allen Jantz
and Janet McGillivary are retiring. We
know them in part for their wonderfully
caring and carefully planned camp week
and for Allen's lunchtime skits and Janet's
lanyard-making. We celebrate these years
shared with Camp Mennoscah and wish
them the best in new adventures!



Applications for Camp Mennoscah Summer Staff positions are now being accepted! Although there is a chance positions
will change to meet the needs of pandemic
-impacted summer youth camps, the current summer staff leadership positions are
naturalist, crafts leader, lifeguard, grounds/
maintenance, music leader, office, and allround/media. For those 21 years old or
older, there is also a Director of Support
opening. Find the application and information at www.campmennoscah.org under
Summer Youth Camps!



A few extra Camp Mennoscah hoodies are
available! (Adult sizes only.) Contact
Camp Mennoscah at 620-297-3290
or olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org. Get
yours before they're gone!

Opportunities!
MCC Comforter Blitz update: Due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2021 Kansas
Friends of MCC Comforter Blitz in Yoder,
KS has been canceled. However, the Blitz
committee still has a goal of collecting at
least 300 comforters between February and
April. We need your help to meet this goal!
Fabric kits and comforter sets to tie (top,
back, and batting) are available to check
out from MCC in North Newton. For contactless drop-off of completed comforters
the 24-hour donation room is always available. To arrange drop-off or checkout materials, contact Kate at katemast@mcc.org,
or 316.804.8432.
Hesston College announces an online
event for Febr uar y 20, 2021: What if
They Don't Come Back?
Pastoring
Through the Pandemic. Pastors and church
leaders have had unprecedented challenges
during COVID-19. How do we care for
each other when we can’t be together?
How do we move toward each other in a
time of historical division if we can’t be in
proximity? How do we reach out when we
really should stay home? Tensions, divisions and frustrations abound and the Pastor is at the center of it all. But what if in
the midst of challenge comes the opportunity for transformative change? More
information/registration at:
https://
www.hesston.edu/academics/departments/
call-program/weekend-college/what-if-theydont-come-back/
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The Discernment Team did not have anything new to report.
The Vision Team (Sandy A.) said they
are still working on when the pastoral
renewal vote will occur. The PCRC is
available for questions from the congregation regarding the review. More conversation was held regarding a tech person for Sunday mornings. A webinar is
available from Hesston College on the
church’s role in dealing with covid and
post-covid called “What if They Don’t
Come Back?” The Covid Emergency
Task Force will meet soon after the new
year to evaluate covid restrictions.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen) reported that lots of people have been “socked”
by the traveling Christmas socks.
The Care Ministry (Ron D.) reported they
met Dec. 3 and discussed needs. Jesse is
working on matching funds for an electric bill that was paid by the church.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight) has not
met.
The Nurture Ministry (Kaitlen) reported
that the recorded children’s Christmas
program went very well.
The Church Treasurer (Larry R.) shared
that the balance at the end of November
was $10,878.
The Stewardship Ministry (James N.)
shared they have been working on the
2021 budget. Larry went through the
proposed budget. A motion was made to
accept and it passed.

The Worship Ministry (Denice) reported
that the Christmas Eve program has been
recorded and uploaded. There was a
Halstead Scavenger hunt which included
listening to the Praise Team caroling at
our church on the front steps. Advent
will be continued through the first Sunday in January since we took a break for
the children’s program on Dec. 20.
 Pastor Steve reported it has been a busy
month and he thanked everyone who has
helped make it all happen.
Gregg
thanked Pastor Steve as well.
 In new business it was determined that
the annual meeting will be on Jan. 31,
but there needs to be more follow-up discussion on how to make the meeting happen. There was some discussion on the
Verenike Supper with details to be
worked out yet. Voting for approving
the council’s recommendation to renew
Pastor Steve’s contract will be held electronically the last week of December.

January Calendar



Next meeting: January 18,2021 at 7:30 pm

Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 13
Jan. 19

Church Announcements
1. The Neighbors Store is in need of flour,
sugar and oil.
2. The deadline for the February newsletter
is January 25.
3. Offering schedule for January (tentative):
Jan. 3: MC USA
Jan. 10: Chur ch Budget
Jan. 17: WDC
Jan. 24: Mennonite Biblical Seminar y
Jan. 31: Chur ch Budget

Treasurer’s News
The offering schedule for January is
above. Your offerings may be sent directly to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake,
Burrton, KS 67020, placed in James’ church
mailbox or in the offering box on the usher’s
table. Thank you for your faithful giving.

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/20
9,960.80
January–October receipts
102,105.20
January–October expenses (101,209.67)
Budget balance @ 10/31/20 10,856.33
November receipts
11,097.48
November expenses
(11,075.35)
Budget balance @ 11/30/20 10,878.46

Jan. 20
Jan. 24
Jan. 27
Jan. 31

6:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
TBA

Prayer Meeting
Mom’s Group
Prayer Meeting
Nurture Meeting
Church Council
Prayer Meeting
Mom’s Group
Prayer Meeting
Annual Meeting

Prayers & Praises




Pray for the family of Larry Berger who
died on December 27.
Praise God for the New Year and all the
possibilities it holds.
Please keep in prayer all those who are
dealing with Covid either from having it
or from the effects it places on work and
life situations. May God bring healing
from sickness, peace from anxiety and
rest from weariness.

New Year Thoughts
“The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.”
-Mahatma Gandhi
“Forgiveness does not change the past,
but it does enlarge the future.”
-Paul Boese
“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future
to an all-knowing God.”
-Corrie Ten Boom
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Annual Meeting
Our all church annual meeting is
traditionally held in January. The Church
Council has tentatively set aside January
31 for this meeting. However, due to the
circumstances surrounding the pandemic,
we will announce later the actual format of
the meeting. If you are in charge of a report for the meeting, please turn it in to
Debbie Nightingale no later than January
24.

Stewardship News
It’s time for the church exterior to
be painted! It’s been 17 years since it was
painted and there is peeling, cracking and
some rotted wood. The Stewardship Ministry has received three estimates from different local painting companies, ranging
from $22,000 to $26,000. The Church
Council has unanimously approved the
project and it’s now time to begin considering how to finance the painting. The
painting work will occur sometime in the
spring or summer of 2021. If you’d like to
help with the finances for this project,
please designate your check with “church
maintenance” in the memo line and place
in the offering box, mail to the church or
to James Nightingale. Thank you for your
generosity and prayerful giving to this project and throughout the year.
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Sunday School
The Nurture Ministry has chosen the
project “Backpacks for USD 440” as our
winter quarter Sunday school mission offering project. The Winter Quarter is December through February. Please remember to
send your Sunday school offering donations
to Kent Dick, 8715 NW 36th, Halstead, KS
67056, or place in his church mailbox.

SOOP
SOOP (Service Opportunities with
our Partners) is accepting applications! Use
your gifts and skills to work alongside others in a network of ministries across the
church. This program is flexibly designed
for retirees, families and adults over 25.
Visit MennoniteMission.net/SOOP to learn
more!

January
Celebrations
1 (A)
1
2
3
3
4
6
7
7
8
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
16
17
18
18
18
18
19 (A)
22
23
23
25 (A)
27
28
28
30
31

Dick & Marj VanWye
Kenneth Schmidling
Denice Klassen
Mark Berger
Isaiah Haspels
Shelby Wilson
Vivian Snell
Eric Mueller
Nathan Allen
Debbie Nightingale
Lakyn Ortman
David Haspels
Brenna Kaufman
Kathleen Koehn
Thomas Finley
Sara Smoker
Grayson Chandler
Elaine Mohler
John Pjesky
Andrea Gundy
Emily Gundy
Brendan Gundy
Kaleb Black
T.J. & Stacey Hackler
Julie Parker
Julie Dalke
Ann Lintz
Jerry & Carol Linn
Bettye Hiebert
Rick Lee
Leah Kawanguzi
Kenneth R. Stucky
Trae Regier

Rock of Ages
On walks, I enjoy searching for
heart-shaped rocks. One day in 2020, I
spotted a broken heart, which seemed fitting as illness, racism and suffering dominated the headlines. I thought of Psalm
34:18, NIV: “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are
crushed in spirit.”
Humans can be hard-hearted —
pointing fingers, assuming the worst and
failing to extend compassion. We often
reject people who look, think or act differently from us. All these things break
hearts, including God’s. Only with his help
can we rise above hatred, learn to listen
more than we speak, and express kindness,
empathy and a willingness to learn.
Jesus, be our rock as we face life’s
brokenness. Stay near and start the healing.
Amen.
—Julie Lee
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