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Kingfisher Faith
In a video on his publisher’s website,
Eugene Peterson tells of watching a kingfisher repeatedly dive for fish in a lake. Peterson counted 37 dives before the kingfisher caught its supper! “And he’s the king
fisher!” Peterson chuckles. From that birdwatching episode, he gleaned a ministry lesson: It may take a long time and many attempts — maybe dozens! — before something works out.
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God calls us to live out his love
faithfully, even when we don’t seem to be
accomplishing anything. Maybe we extend
36 invitations to worship, work 36 monthly
shifts at a food bank or utter 36 prayers
without seeing results. “What’s the point?”
we wonder. But the kingfisher urges us on:
“Maybe number 37 is the charm!”

First Mennonite Church
427 West 4th
Halstead, KS 67056

In the words of St. Paul (and mixing
fishing and farming metaphors): “Let us not
become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up” (Galatians 6:9, NIV).

Office Phone (316) 835-2282
Steve’s Cell (316)-322-5651
rskw13@gmail.com
Sunday School—9:30 a.m.
Worship Service—10:45 a.m.

We must develop and maintain the
capacity to forgive. He who is devoid of the
power to forgive is devoid of the power to
love. There is some good in the worst of us
and some evil in the best of us. When we
discover this, we are less prone to hate our
enemies.
—Martin Luther King Jr.

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

A New Years Prayer

A new year is here, 2019 has
arrived and with it the wondering of
what this year might hold. In addition to
wondering about the year, we are also
invited to pray for this coming year.
With that in mind, I came across a prayer by Scotty Smith that I would like to
share with you all for 2019.
“Don’t let the wise boast in their
wisdom, or the powerful boast in their
power, or the rich boast in their riches.
But those who wish to boast should
boast in this alone: that they truly know
me and understand that I am the Lord
who demonstrates unfailing love and
who brings justice and righteousness to
the earth, and that I delight in these
things. I, the Lord, have spoken!” Jer.
9:23-24 (NLT)
Heavenly Father, whether or not
2019 is going to be a “happy” New
Year, remains to be seen. But as in
2018, there won’t be a day this year
you’ll fail to send us new mercies, give
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us sufficient grace, and be at work for our
good.
Because you have hidden our lives
in Christ, your love will be the most constant, liberating, and reliable reality in our
lives. You will delight in us, quiet us with
your love, and rejoice over us with singing
24/7 (Zeph. 3:17). May this good news be
more precious and real to us than anything
else.
Father, in response to the words you
spoke through the prophet Jeremiah, this is
our prayer for 2019. May it be a year filled
with knowing you better, resting in your
grace, and serving you more faithfully.
Though the temptation for things like approval, riches, and control will continue,
may the joy of knowing you seize our
hearts, shape our schedules, and consume
our days.
May we dance and suffer, work and
play, serve and give all to your glory. Reveal more of Jesus to our hearts, bring gospel-renewal to our churches, and advance
your kingdom in our cities. Indeed, may the
gospel compel us to love mercy, work for
justice, and walk humbly with you until the
day you take us Home.
May we live each day of 2019 resting in your sovereign rule, loving well, and
longing for Jesus’ return. May we be quick
repenters and big forgivers. So very Amen
we pray, in Jesus’ merciful and mighty
name.
Blessings for a new year.

Camp Mennoscah
Hello, future summer staffers! You
can apply for a summer staff position Do it
now at campmennoscah.org under Summer
Youth Camps! Positions are music, crafts,
nature, lifeguard, office, and grounds/
maintenance. Applications will be accepted
until all positions are filled; we'll start interviewing in January! Contact us with questions. We can't wait to talk to you about being on summer staff!
Contact us at:
www.campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3290

Concert in Hesston
The first concert of 2019 at the
Prairie Window Concert Series, featuring
The Barefoot Movement, will be on Sunday, January 13th at 4 p.m. at the Dyck Arboretum in Hesston. Join us for an evening
of great music and good food in a prairie
garden setting. Tickets: $20 adults/$10
kids, plus tax. Purchase tickets online or
call 620-327-8127 to reserve your seats.

MDS Employment
Opportunity
Mennonite Disaster Service is building our team and searching for qualified,
motivated individuals who have a
knowledge of and passion for the MDS mission, vision and values and a commitment to
the Anabaptist church. Current position
openings include: (1) Communications Manager in Lititz, PA. (2) A Volunteer Training
Specialist, home based (U.S. resident). (3)
A Leadership Volunteer Interviewer, home
based (U.S. resident). For more information,
visit
our
webpage
at
www.mds.mennonite.net/who-we-are/
employment.

-Pastor Steve
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Volunteer and Learning Opportunities
Volunteer with SWAP: Sharing
With Appalachian People (SWAP), a program of MCC Great Lakes, has openings for
volunteer groups. Groups of all ages are an
essential component of SWAP's ministry,
addressing multiple challenges of lowincome families in Appalachia, including
home repair and personal need. If your
church has never been to one of our SWAP
locations, or if it has been a while since you
have been to SWAP, please consider forming a group to come and experience a week
at one of the locations in West Virginia or
Kentucky.
For more information go to https://
mcc.org/get-involved/serve/volunteer/
swap or call Angela Maggard at 606-6335065.
Looking for that next great adventure? MCC SALT positions now available!
Take chances. Make mistakes. Get messy.
Be challenged. Learn some things.
Teach some things. Spend a year living
somewhere that you never dreamed you'd
go... Serving and Learning Together
(SALT) is a year-long, cross-cultural service
experience. Through SALT, Christian
young adults from Canada and the
U.S. serve internationally in a wide variety
of positions in fields like education, agriculture, health care, information technology,
peace and more! Start now at salt.mcc.org,
to find answers to frequently asked questions, assignment options and to apply,
don’t delay, the deadline to sign up is Feb.
15!
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A Missional Leadership symposium
style seminar will take place at Hesston
College on Monday evenings, Jan. 21
through May 6 from 6-7:40. More information can be found at www.hesston.edu.
Flyers are available on the church bulletin
board if you are interested.
Hesston
College’s
AVDS
(Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series) will be held February 1-3. The theme
is “Growing More Like Jesus from the
Outside In: Transforming Heart and Mind.”
The Keynote presenters will be Mark Scandrette and Lisa Scandrette. Registration
and more information are available at
www.hesston.edu/avds. Registration is due
by Jan. 28.

A Trauma Training Seminar will be
held Jan. 7-8 and again on Jan 10-11 from
8:30 am to 4:30 pm at the Dyck Arboretum, Hesston.
Register online at
www.centralkansascf.org/disastersupport
or see the flyer on the bulletin board.
WDC Immigration Task Force invites you to register for the May 6-11, 2019
MCC South Texas Borderlands Learning
Tour. Go to https://mcc.org/get-involved/
events/learning-tour-south-texasborderlands to register. Cost: $650. For
more information, please contact Kathy at
316-283-6300.

January Calendar
Jan. 5
Jan. 8
Jan. 9

Church
Announcements

Looking Ahead:
Feb. 10 12:00 pm
Feb. 23 5-7 pm

Council Retreat
Verenike Supper

Jan. 16

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
January 20. Neighbor s needs shampoo!
2. The deadline for the February newsletter
is January 28.
3. Offering schedule for January:
Jan. 6: MC USA
Jan. 13: Chur ch Budget
Jan. 20: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
Jan. 27: Mennonite Biblical Seminar y
4. Please make the following change in
your church directory: Leon & Janet
Schmidt, 49 Lakewood Circle, North
Newton, KS 67117.

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/18
January-September receipts
January-September expenses
Budget balance @ 09/30/18
October receipts
October expenses
Budget balance @ 10/31/18

Jan. 30 5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Verenike Making Day
Early Birds Breakfast
Prayer meeting
Bell Choir
Choir
Mom’s Group
WMS
Nurture & Mission
Church Council
Prayer Meeting
TBA
TBA
Early Birds Breakfast
Prayer Meeting
TBA
TBA
Mom’s Group
Game Night
Carry-in & Annual
Meeting
Kids Club
Supper
TBA
TBA

Jan. 10
Jan. 14
Jan. 15

10,929.63
83,929.47
(83,037.65)
11,821.45
7,487.75
(9,656.51)
9,652.69

Jan. 22
Jan. 23
Jan. 24
Jan. 25
Jan. 27

9:00 am
7:45 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
9:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
7:45 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
7:00 pm
12:00 pm
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January
Celebrations
1 (A)
1
2
3
3
4
6
7
7
8
8
9
9
10
11
11
12
13
14
16
17
18
18
18
18
19 (A)
22
23
23
25 (A)
27
28
28
30
31
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Dick & Marj VanWye
Kenneth Schmidling
Denice Klassen
Mark Berger
Isaiah Haspels
Shelby Wilson
Vivian Snell
Eric Mueller
Nathan Allen
Debbie Nightingale
Lakyn Ortman
Karolyn Unruh
David Haspels
Brenna Kaufman
Rosetta Auernheimer (93 years)
Kathleen Koehn
Thomas Finley
Sara Smoker
Grayson Chandler
Elaine Mohler
John Pjesky
Andrea Gundy
Emily Gundy
Brendan Gundy
Kaleb Black
T.J. & Stacey Hackler
Julie Parker
Julie Dalke
Ann Lintz
Jerry & Carol Linn
Bettye Hiebert
Rick Lee
Leah Kawanguzi
Kenneth R. Stucky
Trae Regier

Any Complaints?
While serving as a chaplain at a
children’s hospital, Lisa Anderson once
found a young mother kneeling in the
chapel. When Anderson apologized for disrupting, the woman said, “That’s okay. I
was just complaining to the Lord. I figure
it worked for the Israelites!”

After laughing, the women began
discussing how God listens to his people
regardless of our approach. Indeed, Moses
tells Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the
LORD, for he has heard your complaining’” (Exodus 16:9, NRSV). And as David
hid in a cave from Saul, he wrote, “I pour
out
my
complaint
before
[the
Lord]” (Psalm 142:2).
No matter what we say — or pray
— our all-powerful God certainly can handle it. And no matter what’s troubling us,
we can “take heart!” because Jesus has
“overcome the world” (John 16:33, ESV).

What’s up at First Mennonite!
Women’s Mission Society
WMS will meet on Monday, January
14, 9:30 am for a work day at the church.
All women are invited to attend!

Prayer & Praises
Prayer needs during December:


Verenike Making Day
Our annual Verenike Making Day
will be held Saturday, January 5 beginning at
9 am. We made nearly 2000 last year and
hope to repeat that this year. Please join in
the fun!
The annual Verenike Supper will be
held on Saturday, February 23.





Kids Club Begins
Kids Club will begin on January 30
at 5 pm. The theme is Colossal Coaster
World and is for ages 3 to 6th grade. At Colossal Coaster World, kids will learn to face
their fears and trust God as they navigate
daily challenges. The lessons will focus on
Paul, and how he teaches us to believe and
trust in God.
The series will be held January 30
through March 27, with no meeting on
March 13. A free supper for families will
follow. Invite your friends and neighbors!



Continue praying for Marilyn, Alan, Garris, Liara, and the rest of Melissa’s family as they mourn her passing. Pray that
God will hold them all close as they navigate this new terrain in life with her
gone.
Please pray for Cleo and Faye Koop.
Faye has been diagnosed with early on
set Alzheimer's disease. Pray for patience
and guidance in decisions that need to be
made in the course of this difficult journey in their lives.
Continue praying for Rick Allen who
was hospitalized for acute cellulitis. Pray
for God to bring healing to Rick and restore healthy function to his leg. Pray for
strength for Sandy as she supports and
helps take care of him.
Pray for Allen and Karolyn Unruh and
the treatment of the tumor that was found
in Karolyn. Pray for strength to face this,
healing in every way possible, and peace
to settle over them.

Church Game Night
Mark your calendars for a game night
with your church family and friends on Friday, January 25. Time and details will be
announced soon.
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