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Fasting from Criticalness
Most fasting involves temporarily
giving up something you enjoy. When you
long for a cookie or a favorite show, you
instead turn your attention to God, reorienting yourself to his best.
Catherine Marshall, in A Closer
Walk, presents a different approach she calls
fasting from “criticalness.” God dealt with
her judgmental spirit by prompting her to
spend 24 hours without criticizing “anyone
about anything.” At first, Marshall felt rather empty when she didn’t engage in a
heated political debate. But friends and family didn’t seem to miss her comments. Plus,
God replaced the energy she’d spent attempting to correct others with energy and
creativity to positively influence them.
A critical spirit can make us lose
perspective, joy and even relationships. It
also can prevent the good work God wants
to achieve through us. Consider what could
happen as a result of your own “criticalness
fast.” Pray for God to do the correcting
while you focus on building up others.
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Sunday School at 9:15 am
Worship at 10:30 am and
Live Streaming at 10:30 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
in the love of Christ.

Never Changing God
Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows. –James 1:17
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This verse in my reading today
was a good thing to hear. As the shadows
cast by a flickering candle dance and
move, always changing, so do our days.
At least that is how it has felt to me sometimes over the last year. Things are always changing, nothing quite as we used
to do it before. Our services, gatherings,
and celebrations are all different than they
were a year ago. I can hear myself thinking this just isn’t the way it’s supposed to
be. Which, for some reason today, is reminding me of my grandfather commenting on youthful change...which is making
me feel old!
Change for us though is just part
of the process; parts of that we will enjoy
while other parts of it we will find tough
to navigate. Some change won’t matter at
all to us and some seemingly insignificant
changes will shake us to our core. Today I
find it encouraging and strengthening to
remember that our God does not change.
That there is a constant amid all our
change that will always be the same. That
we can secure ourselves to God as our
anchor in life. That into all our change
there will continue to be good and perfect
gifts from our unchanging heavenly Father! This too was a welcome reminder as
I mentally survey the changes and realize
the gifts within that might not otherwise
have arrived.

Thank you Lord for your unchanging
presence in our lives, for the ways you send
blessings and gifts into our lives. May we
continue to follow you and look for ways to
be a blessing to others.
-Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah


Camp Mennoscah is a wonderful space for
families and groups needing space to
spread out! Facilities for differently sized
groups are available with a variety of gathering areas. Trails and fields are waiting
to be hiked and used for fun activities,
too! Contact Camp Mennoscah to reserve
at office@campmennoscah.org or 620297-3290. You are invited to enjoy this
sacred space!



There are volunteer opportunities for you!
Camp Mennoscah continually has yearround work to support the maintenance
and upkeep of the campus and facilities.
We can accommodate every group size,
skill set and length of project you would
like to tackle. Call 620-297-3290 or
email office@campmennoscah.org
to
volunteer.

God's Changeless Word
Feelings come and feelings go,
And feelings are deceiving;
My warrant is the Word of God —
Naught else is worth believing.
Though all my heart should
feel condemned
For want of some sweet token,
There is One greater than my heart
Whose Word cannot be broken.

I’ll trust in God’s unchanging Word
Till soul and body sever,
For though all things shall pass away,
His Word shall stand forever!
―Martin Luther

Opportunities!
Hesston
College
announces
an online event for Febr uar y 20,
2021: What if They Don't Come Back? Pastoring Through the Pandemic. Pastors and
church leaders have had unprecedented challenges during COVID-19. How do we care
for each other when we can’t be together?
How do we move toward each other in a time
of historical division if we can’t be in proximity? How do we reach out when we really
should stay home? Tensions, divisions and
frustrations abound and the Pastor is at the
center of it all. But what if in the midst of
challenge comes the opportunity for transformative change?
More information/
registration at:
https://www.hesston.edu/
academics/departments/call-program/
weekend-college/what-if-they-dont-comeback/
The KIPCOR Film Series at Bethel
College is ser ving up a second helping
of Cooked: Survival by Zip Code, which focuses on the deadly 1995 Chicago heat wave
to illustrate how Black, Indigenous and People of Color and low-income citizens suffer
the most negative impact from natural disasters. The film is an indictment of U.S. disaster preparedness, and connects extreme
weather, extreme disparity (income and other) and extreme racism. Go to kipcor.org,
“Film Series,” for a link to watch Cooked for
free and a link to register for the Feb. 7 virtual discussion; advance registration is required to participate in the discussion, which
will be held in break-out rooms, with leaders
who include Chicagoans who experienced
the 1995 heat disaster.
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The Discernment Team (David M.) reported that Casey Jacob will be the new
church librarian replacing Joyce Franz.
David will be stepping down as Discernment chair to head the technology team
and will be replaced by Ruth Mueller.
The Vision Team did not have a report.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen) reported that the fellowship zoom calls after
worship were well attended.
The Care Ministry (Ron D.) reported they
are meeting on Jan. 21. Jesse is working
on a matching fund from Everence.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight) reported
that the Verenike supper committee plans
to have a drive through supper on Feb. 20
from 4-7 pm and the Verenike making
day will be Jan. 30.
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie N.) reported children’s Sunday school continues on
Zoom. An addition to a Safe Sanctuary
guideline was added to make it clearer.
Church council voted to approve adding
the language “from the same household”
to guideline #2. Motion passed. Discussion was held regarding Kids Club (begin
during the warmer months) and VBS (no
decision yet). Nurture plans to offer sermon talk back sessions on Zoom with
Pastor Steve probably on Sunday evenings. Starting date to be announced.
The Church Treasurer (Larry R.) shared
that the balance at the end of December
was $12,948.

The Stewardship Ministry (James N.)
shared they have scheduled the painter
for either spring or summer depending on
the company’s schedule. New batteries
were ordered for the AED.
 The Worship Ministry (Denice) reported
that the pre-recorded Christmas Eve service went well. The Praise Team provided Christmas caroling on the church
steps during the Halstead community
scavenger hunt in December. Discussion
is beginning for Lent/Easter.
 Pastor Steve reported that Sara Dick at
the Et Cetera shop in Newton called to
ask our church for a replacement for
Joyce Franz on their board. The Covid
team met on Zoom and discussed beginning a children’s church for families on
Jan. 31 so needs of children/families can
be addressed. They also discussed reopening strategies.
 In new business it was announced that
the vote was 100% in favor of Pastor Steve’s three year extension on his contract!
The offering schedule was updated for
2021. Pastor Steve requested vacation
during the last week of February to help
his extended family with some projects.

February Calendar



Next meeting: February 15 at 7:30 pm

Church Announcements
1. The Neighbors Store is in need of Progressive or Campbell’s chunky soup,
Spam and Pork & Beans.
2. The deadline for the March newsletter is
February 22.
3. Offering schedule for February:
Feb. 7: Chur ch Budget
Feb. 14: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
Feb. 21: MCC Relief Sale
Feb. 28: MC USA

Feb. 3 6:30 pm
Feb. 10 6:30 pm
Feb. 14 6:00 pm
6:00 pm
Feb. 15 5:45 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
Feb. 17 6:30 pm
Feb. 20 4-7 pm
Feb. 24 6:30 pm
Feb. 28 6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Don’t forget: The chur ch annual meeting
will be January 31 at 2pm on Zoom or in person in Stauffer Hall for those unable to Zoom.
See the church Facebook page for the Zoom
links.

Prayers & Praises

Treasurer’s News
The offering schedule for February is
above. Your offerings may be sent directly to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake,
Burrton, KS 67020, placed in James’ church
mailbox or in the offering box on the usher’s
table. Thank you for your faithful giving.

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/20
9,960.80
January–Nov. receipts
113,202.68
January–Nov. expenses
(112,285.02)
Budget balance @ 11/30/20 10,878.46
December receipts
13,182.24
December expenses
(11,112.53)
Budget balance @ 12/31/20 12,948.17

Prayer Meeting
Prayer Meeting
Mom’s Group
Jr. High Youth
Nurture Meeting
Covid Task Force
Church Council
Prayer Meeting
Drive through
Verenike Supper
Prayer Meeting
Mom’s Group
Jr. High Youth





Continue to keep Virginia Berger and
family in prayer as they mourn the loss of
Larry on December 27, 2020.
Please keep in prayer all those who are
dealing with Covid either from having it
or from the effects it places on work and
life situations. May God bring healing
from sickness, peace from anxiety and
rest from weariness.
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Sunday School

The annual Verenike Supper will
be held this year, with a twist! It is a drive
-thru event only with a scaled down
menu of verenike, ham gravy and sausage.
It will be held from 4-7 pm on February
20. The Verenike will be made on January
30 by signing up on a Goggle doc that was
sent to your email. The proceeds will go
towards local Covid-19 relief efforts. If
you have questions, please talk with Gregg
Dick, Alan Mueller or Marilyn Mueller.

Encourage One Another
The Hospitality Ministry encourages you to make an intentional effort to
connect with a friend during the month of
February by mail or by phone. February
7th is National Send a Card to a Friend
Day, and it's a great time to let someone
know you're thinking about them! You can
pick up a card on your own or a basket of
"Thinking About You" cards will be available outside Stauffer Hall. Let's encourage
one another!
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The children continue to attend Sunday school on Zoom each week. The adults
are encouraged to Zoom with their classes
on occasion to maintain connections. A sermon talk back Zoom is being planned. A
start date will be announced soon. We hope
to hold these on Sunday evenings.
The Nurture Ministry has chosen the
project “Backpacks for USD 440” as our
winter quarter Sunday school mission offering project. The winter quarter continues
through February. Please remember to send
your Sunday school offering donations to
Kent Dick, 8715 NW 36th, Halstead, KS
67056, or place in his church mailbox.
Thank you for your generosity in supporting
Sunday school, even through the pandemic!

Guest Speaker
Pastor Steve will be on vacation the
last week of February to assist his extended
family with some projects. On Sunday,
February 28, we will have Tony Hoops,
Bethel College Athletic Director, as our
guest speaker. His topic will be “Don’t
Waste a Pandemic.” If you have needs
while Pastor Steve is away, please contact a
member of the Care Ministry.
“Love is our true destiny. We do not
find the meaning of life by ourselves
alone; we find it with another.”
—Thomas Merton

February
Celebrations
1
1
2
2
2
4
8
9
9
10 (A)
12
12
13
13
13
15
16
19
21 (A)
21
22
23
26
26
26
28
28 (A)
28

Carolyn Whitesell
Karen Colbert
Shirley Rodenberg
Kent Dick
Hannah Unruh
Don Haury
Rebecca Regier
Matthew Rodenberg
Jessica Berger
Duane & Pauline Regier
Teresa Gundy
Leila Dalke
Cindy Siemens
Mandy Evanoff
Andrew Kaldenbach
Steve Koehn
Mandi Wichmon
David Siemens
Duane & Mary Cummings
Brett Berger
Kaitlen Ortman
Mike Linscheid
Marie Regier
Michelle Snell
Michael Groom
Ron Auernheimer
Dwight & Sharenne Lohrenz
Brocia Mueller

By comparing love to everything
from oxygen and fire to wind and war,
songs and poetry emphasize its immense
power — for good or for ill. Christian author Patrick Morley uses metaphors that
focus on love’s practicality in everyday
life: “Love is the glue that holds us together and the oil that keeps us from rubbing
each other the wrong way.” He also calls
love “the WD-40 of relationships” because
it “can seep into tight places where logic,
threats and even promises just can’t seem
to penetrate.”
St. Augustine, who predated WD40 by centuries, knew that love not only
eases friction in personal interactions but,
with God’s help, can change hearts and
lives. “Love all [people], even your enemies,” he advises. “Love them, not because
they are your brothers, but that they may
become your brothers. Thus you will ever
burn with fraternal love, both for him who
is already your brother and for your enemy,
that he may by loving become your brother.”

Christ distributes courage through community; he dissipates doubts
through fellowship. He never deposits all knowledge in one person
but distributes pieces of the jigsaw puzzle to many. When you interlock your understanding with mine, and we share our discoveries,
when we mix, mingle, confess and pray, Christ speaks.
—Max Lucado, Fearless
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