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Ripples of Kindness
“I drop
kindness pebbles
in still water
every day, and I
watch the effect
they have on
other people’s
lives. My favorite kindness pebbles are
compliments. Drop a compliment and
watch the ripple effect that it has in your
life.”
Remarkably, these cheery words
come from a father who has faced many
dark, difficult days. In 6 Minutes Wrestling
With Life, John Passaro tells of his daughter’s heart-wrenching battle with meningitis. The struggles didn’t make him bitter;
rather, he frequently offers uplifting words
on social media.
What if we followed Passaro’s example and complimented people regularly?
Philippians 4:8 (NIV) instructs us to think
about things that are noble, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy. By extension, turning those positive thoughts into
words causes “kindness pebbles” to spread
God’s light in ripples throughout
someone’s day — and, doubtless, through
ours.
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“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Prepare/Enrich
This article is to make couples
and families aware of a new resource
possibility. I have recently completed
some training to become a Prepare/
Enrich facilitator. This allows me to
offer their assessment tool to those in
the church or in our community. As per
their name, this tool is designed both to
help prepare before entering into marriage as well as to enrich once you are
married or have a family.
The assessment is an online
questionnaire that each person completes on their own. The results are then
compiled into a very detailed report for
the couple. The report has several areas
of focus which will list areas where the
couple has strengths as well as possible
areas for growth in the relationship.
This can either just be seen and used by
the couple or they can choose to sit
down with me to explore the assessment results together.
With 35 years of experience doing this, “PREPARE/ENRICH is an
excellent tool with substantial evidence
supporting its reliability and validity of
its scores and their uses. It can be used
effectively to improve couple relationships.” So often we put off working on
and improving our relationship assuming if it’s not completely broken why
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mess with it. However, when we wait until
things get to that point it’s so much harder
to work on improvement. This is a great
way to be proactive and invest in the health
and longevity of your marriage and family
relationships.
There is also an assessment tool
available for those working with foster children or who are interested in working with
foster children. All of these assessments are
Faith-based as well.
I highly encourage people to take
advantage of this opportunity. If you are
interested please talk to me.
Blessings!
-Pastor Steve

MC USA Assembly
It is time once again for our biennial
Delegate Assembly, scheduled for July 2-6
in Kansas City. The Delegate Assembly provides the opportunity for our MC USA family to assemble for worship, fellowship,
prophecy, relationship building, understanding and deepening our commitment to Christ
and each other. In 2019 we will focus on
equipping our church leaders for mission
while we discuss major issues of policy and
discern next steps for the national conference. It is important that the voice of our
constituency be heard as we gather together
from all parts of the church.
The Delegate Assembly is your opportunity to not only speak to the establishment of general policies and the development of programs to carry out those policies.
But it is an opportunity for you to connect
with and listen to the various members in
our great and diverse denomination. Come
see and hear what is next for MC USA. Join
in helping our denomination live into its
call. Meet Mennonites from all over the
United States and learn how they are living
into the commitments of the Journey Forward process.
In addition to delegate business, the
delegate session at Menno-Con 19 will be
featuring a teaching session each day with
Tom Yoder Neufeld. Tom is Professor
Emeritus from the University of Waterloo. He is the author of the commentary on
Ephesians part of The Believers Church Bible Commentary series. The delegate session will also feature stories from congregations across our denomination that give life
to our Renewed Commitments from the
Journey Forward

Camp Mennoscah
Online registration for 2019 Camp
Mennoscah Retreats opened January
12! (for retreats like Scrapbook and
Crafts, Family Weekend, and Retirees
Retreat.) We can't wait to see you
again!
 Camp Mennoscah's online registration
for summer youth camps AND Youth
Volunteer Weekend will open February
1! Those interested in counseling or
volunteering as kitchen staff should
contact
Olivia
at olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org.
We're planning on an absolutely amazing summer!
 It's time for DESSERT! Camp Mennoscah will be holding the annual
Hymn Sing and Dessert Auction at
Bethel College Mennonite Church on
February 24 from 4-6pm. We'll be celebrating and raising funds for our summer staff who provide mentoring relationships and faith formation, which is
what camp is all about. One set of
hymns will be "bluegrass" and led by
(former) summer staff!


Register at www.campmennoscah.org

“Love is like a tennis match;
you’ll never win consistently
until you learn to serve well.”
-Dan. P Herod
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Comforter Blitz
The MCC Comforter Blitz Committee is urgently seeking a kitchen coordinator
and volunteers to prepare and serve lunch
during the Blitz ( March 4, 5, and 6, 2019).
If you are interested or willing, please contact Shirley Jost at (785) 250-7437 or
jostshi@cox.net. No sewing skills required!

Upcoming Concert
The Hesston College Bel Canto
Singers AND the Bethel College Concert
Choir will be performing at Tabor Mennonite Church, Newton, KS on February 17 at 7
pm. Bringing these two choirs together for a
concert is a dream come true for their directors, and it will be a very special evening
indeed. Save the date!

Learning Tour
Join MCC Central States May 6-11 for
a South Texas Borderlands Learning Tour focused on education related to a range of matters surrounding immigration.
Cost is
$650. Contact Ana Alicia Hinojosa for more
information:
https://mcc.org/get-involved/
events/learning-tour-south-texas-borderlands
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February Calendar

The Church as Mosaic
A mosaic consists of thousands of
little stones. Some are
blue, some are green,
some are yellow, some
are gold. When we
bring our faces close to
the mosaic, we can admire the beauty of each stone. But as we
step back from it, we can see that all these
little stones reveal to us a beautiful picture,
telling a story none of these stones can tell
by itself.
That is what our life in [the church]
is about. Each of us is like a little stone, but
together we reveal the face of God to the
world. Nobody can say: “I make God visible.” But others who see us together can
say: “They make God visible.” [Christian]
community is where humility and glory
touch.
—Henri J.M. Nouwen

Feb. 3
Feb. 5
Feb. 6

Church
Announcements
1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
February 17. Neighbors needs are
shampoo.
2. The deadline for the March newsletter is
February 25.
3. Offering schedule for February:
Feb. 3: MC USA
Feb. 10: Church Budget
Feb. 17: Western District Conference
Feb. 24: MCC Relief Sale
4. New address for Rachel Lohrenz: 915
McNair, Room 414, Halstead, KS 67056

Treasurer’s Report

Feb. 7
Feb. 10
Feb. 11

Feb. 13

Feb. 16
Feb. 17
Feb. 19
Feb. 20

Feb. 21
Feb. 27

2:30 pm
7:45 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
12:00 pm
9:30 am
12:30 pm
7:15 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
4:30 pm
2:30 pm
7:45 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

KMMC at Hesston
Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Supper
Adult Study
Bell Choir
Mom’s Group
Council Retreat
WMS
Halstead Blood Drive
Hospitality Meeting
Kids Club
Super
Adult Study
Choir
Verenike Supper
KMMC at Hesston
Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Supper
Adult Study
Choir
Mom’s Group
Kids Club
Supper
Adult Study
Bell Choir

Budget balance @ 01/01/18
10,929.63
January-November receipts 100,314.17
January-November expenses (101,765.59)
Budget balance @ 11/30/18
9,478.21
December receipts
13,324.77
December expenses
(10,389.88)
Budget balance @ 12/31/18
12,413.10
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February
Celebrations
1
1
2
2
2
4
8
9
9
10 (A)
12
12
13
13
13
15
16
19
21
21 (A)
22
26
26
26
28
28 (A)
28
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Carolyn Whitesell
Karen Colbert
Shirley Rodenberg
Kent Dick
Hannah Unruh
Don Haury
Rebecca Regier
Matthew Rodenberg
Jessica Berger
Duane & Pauline Regier
Teresa Gundy
Leila Dalke
Cindy Siemens
Mandy Evanoff
Andrew Kaldenbach
Steve Koehn
Mandi Wichmon
David Siemens
Brett Berger
Duane & Mary Cummings
Kaitlen Ortman
Marie Regier
Michelle Snell
Michael Groom
Ron Auernheimer
Dwight & Sharenne Lohrenz
Brocia Mueller

MCC Story
Join MCC on Sunday, February 10,
4 p.m. at Bethel College Mennonite
Church (2600 College Ave., North Newton) to hear, “On Second Thought: a family’s return to Chad.” Susan and Jim
Jantzen will share the story and images
from their return journey to Chad, Africa,
where they served with Mennonite Central
Committee 30 years ago. The January 2018
trip allowed Jim and Susan to deliver photos and recordings of members of the community whose lives were taken shortly after the Jantzen's departed in 1987. Please
gather in the fellowship hall.

God Does Big Things with Small Deeds — by Max Lucado
Begin. Just begin! What seems small
to you might be huge to someone else. Just
ask Bohn Fawkes. During World War II, he
piloted a B-17. On one mission he sustained
flak from Nazi antiaircraft guns. Even
though his gas tanks were hit, the plane did
not explode, and Fawkes was able to land the
plane.
On the morning following the raid,
Fawkes asked his crew chief for the German
shell. He wanted to keep a souvenir of his
incredible good fortune. The crew chief explained that not just one but eleven shells
had been found in the gas tanks, none of
which had exploded.
Technicians opened the missiles and
found them void of explosive charge. They
were clean and harmless and with one exception, empty. The exception contained a carefully rolled piece of paper. On it a message
had been scrawled in the Czech language.
Translated, the note read: “This is all we can
do for you now.”
A courageous assembly-line worker
was disarming bombs and scribbled the note.
He couldn't end the war, but he could save
one plane. He couldn't do everything, but he
could do something. So he did it.
God does big things with small
deeds.
Against a towering giant, a brook
pebble seems futile. But God used it to topple Goliath. Compared to the tithes of the
wealthy, a widow's coins seem puny. But
Jesus used them to inspire us. And in con-

trast with sophisticated priests and powerful
Roman rulers, a cross-suspended carpenter
seemed nothing but a waste of life. Few Jewish leaders mourned his death. Only a handful of friends buried his body. The people
turned their attention back to the temple.
Why not?
What power does a buried rabbi
have? We know the answer. Mustard-seed
and leaven-lump power. Power to tear away
death rags and push away death rocks. Power
to change history. In the hands of God, small
seeds grow into sheltering trees. Tiny leaven
expands into nourishing loaves.
Small deeds can change the world.
Sow the mustard seed. Bury the leaven lump.
Make the call. Write the check. Organize the
committee.
Moses had a staff.
David had a sling.
Samson had a jawbone.
Rahab had a string.
Mary had some ointment.
Aaron had a rod.
Dorcas had a needle.
All were used by God.
What do you have? God inhabits the
tiny seed, empowers the tiny deed. He cures
the common life by giving no common life,
by offering no common gifts. Don't discount
the smallness of your deeds.
From Cure for the Common Life
“Do not despise these small beginnings, for the LORD rejoices to see the
work begin” (Zech. 4:10 NLT).
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What’s up at First Mennonite!
Wednesday Activities
Fellowship suppers began again on
Jan. 30 and will run through March 6, beginning at 6 pm. The adults meet for a sermon
study following the supper. Kids Club meets
from 5-6 pm and are using the theme
“Colossal Coaster World: Facing Fear,
Trusting God.” They will meet through
March 27 with the night of March 13 off.

Prayer & Praises
Prayer needs during January:



Women’s Mission Society
WMS will meet on Monday, February 11 at 9:30 am for a Valentine’s Day
brunch at the church. All women are invited
to attend!

Verenike Supper
Our annual Verenike Supper is
scheduled for Saturday, February 16 from
4:30-7 pm. Sign-up sheets for donations of
food and volunteer help are posted on the
bulletin board. The funds raised will be used
for church service trips/service projects.











Halstead Blood Drive
The Halstead Community Blood
Drive will be held Monday, February 11 beginning at 12:30 pm at the Catholic Parish
Center. Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS or
www.redcrossbloood.org to schedule your
appointment.
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Praise God for the recovery from acute
cellulitis for Rick Allen.
Continue prayers for Cleo & Faye Koop.
Faye has been diagnosed with early onset
Alzheimer’s disease. Pray for patience
and guidance in decisions that need to be
made in the course of this difficult journey in their lives.
Pray for the extended family of Marj
Matula whose brother’s wife, Carol Nitengale, died last month.
Praise God for a successful surgery to
repair Chuck Mueller’s broken arm.
Pray for a full recovery.
Keep Jeff Ewert in your prayers as he
continues to recover from various health
issues.
Continue praying for Marilyn Auernheimer who will have surgery to repair her
gluteus medius on Feb. 19 with PT to
follow.
Pray for Karolyn & Allen Unruh as they
work with Serenity home health to assist
Karolyn with physical therapy. Pray that
she will respond well to the treatment
and have the strength and focus to work
on these exercises.
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Church Council
Minutes from January 15, 2019 meeting:
 The Discernment Team (David Mueller)
has made a Google document of all
members of each committee. This is
accessible for council members. Raquel
Wilcox agreed to be on the Social Committee.
 The Vision Team (Jason Smoker)
shared they completed the pastoral review in December.
 The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) reported they planned communion and discussed care needs. Dick shared with
their committee about Everence meetings on budgeting and this may be an
option communicated to the congregation.
 The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman) planned a game night for Jan. 25
and Wednesday night suppers.
 The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller)
reported on the money received at the
mission supper. They will be adding
information to the bulletin regarding
service opportunities. Working on updates to the policy and procedures.
 Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale)
shared that all safe sanctuary documents
have been received and filed. An adult
sermon study will be offered Jan. 30Feb. 27 on Wednesday nights. VBS
will be May 28-31. Working on policy
and procedures.
 The Stewardship Ministry (James
Nightingale) is working on a light fixture for the new dove logo out front. A
proposal was presented for a new sound
system. There are 50 new white folding
chairs in Stauffer Hall. A new vacuum
was purchased for use in the sanctuary.
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The garbage disposal was replaced.
Please
contact
James
(jnight783@gmail.com) when needs
arise so the Stewardship Ministry is
aware of them.
The church treasurer (Larry Regier)
shared the budget balance is 12,413.10
A motion was made to accept the proposal for the 2019 budget.
The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen) reported they are beginning discussion for Lent and Easter. An additional music license will be purchased
to allow for more selections.
Pastor Steve is excited about the faith
formation survey. Steve is now licensed to use Prepare and Enrich.
In new business: IT update - Audio
proposal $8,500 for phase 1. Approximately $1600 already committed. Motion passed the council to be presented
at the congregational meeting on Jan.
27. (editor update: motion passed at
the annual meeting)

The next council meeting will be held
Sunday, Feb. 11 following worship for the
council retreat. A copy of the full minutes
is available on the bulletin board.

Peacebuilding
Bethel College’s peacebuilding institute, KIPCOR (Kansas Institute for Peace
and Conflict Resolution), is offering
“Building a Trauma-Informed Culture at
Work and Beyond,” Thurs., Feb. 7, 6:30-8:30
pm at the KIPCOR office (2515 College
Ave. in North Newton), with regional expert
Joyce McEwen Crane, Ph.D., of Friends University. This workshop is appropriate for
congregations that want to “create a safe,
collaborative culture where relationships can
flourish… [Integrating trauma-informed
principles helps equip you] to connect with
others in meaningful and effective, lowconflict ways.” The cost is $25/person, and
you are invited to come at 6 for snacks and
networking.
Register by going to kipcor.org (look
for the “Building a Trauma-Informed Culture” box) or calling 316-284-5217, weekdays from 9-5.

Bethel College
Life Enrichment
The Life Enrichment program at
Bethel College is especially designed for
adults age 60 and over. The schedule is
available
at
www.bethelks.edu/lifeenrichment. Brochures are also available on
the literature table that list topics and meeting places.
Life Enrichment will met Feb. 6, Feb.
13, Feb. 20 and Feb. 27 beginning at 9:30
am.

WDC Women in Mission
Save the Date! All women are invited to the Western District Women in Mission spring supper Thursday, March 21 at
First Mennonite Church, McPherson at 6:00
pm. Michelle Armster, Executive Director of
MCC, speaker. Music by Michelle Unruh
and Laura Unrau. More details coming soon.

MCC Annual Meeting
The Mennonite Central Committee
Central States board of directors invites you
to their Annual Meeting on February 23 at
10 a.m. at MCC in North Newton, Kansas
(121 E. 30th).
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