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“We are a community of 
believers who follow Jesus 
Christ as we receive and 

share God’s love.” 
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We, of First Mennonite Church, 

  Valuing the convictions  
          of our faith, 

  Endeavor to: 
    Engage our members in ministry, 

    Expand community outreach, 

    Embrace new people, 
             In the love of Christ. 

The Giver 

 Many Christian families struggle 

with what role — if any — Santa Claus 

should play in their Christmas celebra-

tions. No matter what you decide, it’s fas-

cinating to know the history of the real-life 

St. Nicholas. 

 Born about 270 A.D., Nicholas was 

a bishop in Myra, or modern-day Turkey. 

In the year 325, he was part of the Council 

of Nicaea, which produced the Nicene 

Creed. 

 Nicholas, known for his generosity, 

often gave away his money anonymously. 

According to tradition, he secretly provid-

ed dowries for the three daughters of a 

bankrupt merchant. Nicholas threw two 

bags of gold through open windows and 

placed the third in a stocking hanging by 

the fireplace to dry. Thus began the Christ-

mas tradition of placing gifts in stockings. 

 St. Nicholas is quoted as saying, 

“The giver of every good and perfect gift 

has called upon us to mimic God’s giving, 

by grace, through faith, and this is not of 

ourselves.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Greatest Need 
 

If our greatest need had been information,  

God would have sent us an educator.  

 

If our greatest need had been technology,  

God would have sent us a scientist.  

 

If our greatest need had been money,  

God would have sent us an economist.  

 

If our greatest need had been pleasure,  

God would have sent us an entertainer.  

 

But our greatest need was  

forgiveness and acceptance,  

so God sent us a Savior.  

 

—Author unknown  
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Camp Mennoscah 

 Volunteer Christmas Gathering!  All 

Camp Mennoscah volunteers from any 

and all years are invited to celebrate 

another year of sharing God's love with 

others through service.  We'll gather at 

the Retreat Center on December 16 at 

2:30pm-ish for conversation, games 

(indoor or outdoor), and cookies!  There 

will also be an optional white elephant 

gift exchange.  Wrap up that oddity you 

found in the attic or at the back of your 

closet.  We love to see weird and bi-

zarre (and appropriate) stuff.  Families 

are welcome! 

 We need your help! Camp Mennoscah 

is seeking volunteers to help prepare the 

kitchen for renovations beginning Sat-

urday, December 2, and continuing 

Monday-Saturday December 4-9 until 

the kitchen is completely gutted. Both 

women and men are welcome to come 

out and help, and we will have a variety 

of tasks to complete. All work will be 

inside, so don’t worry about cold tem-

peratures! If you wish to volunteer mul-

tiple days, that’s great! We can arrange 

lodging and meals for you. Carpooling 

to camp may be available on some or 

all of the days. If you have questions or 

are interested in volunteering, please 

contact Jim Yoder at 316-284-3890 

(call or text), jdyoder@cox.net, or 

Camp Mennoscah at (620)297-3290, 

office@campmennoscah.org.  

 Looking for fun and caring staffers 

filled with God’s love for oth-

ers!  Online applications for Camp 

Mennoscah summer staff positions 

will be accepted beginning December 

1.  The positions are naturalist, crafts 

leader, lifeguard, grounds/

maintenance, music leader, office, and 

all-round/media.  These positions re-

ceive a stipend, as well as meals and 

lodging.  We also are looking for 

someone to catalogue the species of 

snakes at Camp Mennoscah.  This 

summer-long position receives meals 

and lodging and requires the same pa-

perwork and background check as all 

camp staff.  Apply online 

at campmennoscah.org/application!  

 

 

MCC Comforter Tops 
 
 Spread cozy, colorful warmth 

around the world! All you have to do is tie 

knots! Mennonite Central Committee has a 

generous number of comforter tops, and 

now we need your help tying them! MCC 

has paired tops and backs that are ready to 

be tied, and we are inviting you or your 

church group to pick some up (or we can 

ship them to you)! If you are interested, 

please either stop by the MCC Material Re-

sources Center in North Newton, or contact 

Kate Mast at katemast@mcc.org, or 316-

283-2720. We ask that you provide the bat-

ting and the crochet tying thread if possible. 

Thank you in advance for helping to spread 

warmth and love to our brothers and sisters 

around the world  

The Shed 
 
  

 At our home here in 

Halstead we have two long 

neglected and dilapidated 

sheds on the property. The 

insurance agent said they 

should be torn down as 

they are a liability. So that 

was the plan; when time 

allowed we would take them down and 

get rid of them.  

 The one shed had a large limb 

from a nearby tree fall down, puncturing 

the roof, and separating the back wall. 

For years it stayed this way with water 

pouring in over the wood causing it to rot 

and fall apart. For weeks I walked past, 

noting how I needed to make time to take 

it down before one of the kids decided to 

explore it and the roof collapses. One day 

I went and stood inside it deciding on 

how I wanted to take it apart, however, I 

ended up seeing potential. Maybe if I add 

a board here or there and fix the hole in 

the roof, repair the rafters, then I can save 

it.  

 So I grabbed some tools and start-

ed working. I decided to use as much of 

the existing wood as I could. For the side 

supports I cut off the top part that was 

completely rotten and placed a new board 

alongside it, screwing them together so 

that the damaged one was supported by 

the stronger one. Before long it was 

strong enough for me to get on the roof to 

place new tin over the hole to keep the 

rain out, preventing the same scenario 

from happening again. 

 In reflecting on this, it struck me 

how this was similar to our walk with each 

other as Christians. How sometimes we 

need others who are stronger to come 

alongside us and give us support. Some-

times we may feel there is no hope left, that 

we are too damaged or the pain is too much. 

However, with Christ there are none who 

are too far gone, who are beyond the hope 

of restoration.  

 This shed is not entirely new, the 

old damaged wood remains, but it is sup-

ported by other wood that holds it up. Like-

wise, the things that cause pain and seek to 

tear us down in life may not be removed, 

however, through others we can be support-

ed and made strong again.  

 As followers of Christ may we en-

deavor to do this for others as we cross 

paths with them. From Romans 15: 1-3: 

“We who are strong ought to put up with 

the failings of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves. Each of us must please our 

neighbor for the good purpose of building 

up the neighbor.” 

                                     -Pastor Steve 

tel:(316)%20284-3890
mailto:jdyoder@cox.net
tel:(620)%20297-3290
mailto:office@campmennoscah.org
http://campmennoscah.org/application
mailto:katemast@mcc.org
tel:(316)%20283-2720
tel:(316)%20283-2720
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New Hymnal 
 

 In 2016, the Mennonite Worship 

and Song Committee began developing a 

new collection designed to suc-

ceed Hymnal: A Worship Book (1992), 

and supplements Sing the Journey (2005), 

and Sing the Story (2007). The Committee 

calls on authors (of worship resources and 

hymn texts), songwriters (who compose 

words and music as a unit), and compos-

ers (of hymn tunes) to submit original 

work intended to enhance congregational 

worship in Anabaptist-Mennonite faith 

communities. We welcome submissions 

for consideration in this new collection. 

We expect the submissions portal 

at www.MennoniteWorshipAndSongColle

ction.org to be active throughout 2017. 

More information at:  http://

mennoniteworshipandsongcollection.org/.   

Contact Resonate@MennoMedia.org with 

questions. 

 

 

MCC Christmas Soiree  
 

 You’re invited to the annual MCC 

Christmas Soiree on Thursday, December 

14 from 5-7pm at the MCC Center in 

North Newton (121 E. 30th St.). Join us 

for this annual come-and-go event to en-

joy food, drinks and great conversation. 

At 6pm we’ll have a short program to hear 

about MCC’s work with refugees in Jor-

dan. Bring your family and friends, we 

look forward to seeing you! Contact pat-

sydirksen@mcc.org with questions. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Budget balance @ 01/01/17 9,606.95 

Jan.-Sept. receipts 85,352.86 

Jan.-Sept. expenses (91,127.59) 

Budget balance @ 09/30/17 3,832.22 

October receipts  14,995.67 

October expenses (8,875.92) 

Budget balance @ 10/31/17 9,951.97 

  
 

Blood Drive 
 

 The Halstead Community Blood 

Drive will be held Monday, December 4 

from 12:30 to 6:30 pm at the Catholic Parish 

Hall, 414 Locust.  To schedule your life-

saving visit www.redcrossblood.org and en-

ter sponsor code: Halstead or call 1-800-733

-2767.   

Church  

Announcements 

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is 

December 17.  Neighbors needs are 

flour, oil, sugar and shampoo.   

2. The deadline for the January newsletter 

will be December 26.  

3. Offering schedule for December: 

      Dec. 3:      MCC Christmas Tree 

      Dec. 10: Church Budget 

      Dec. 17:  Western District Conference  

      Dec. 24:  Mutual Aid Fund 

      Dec. 31: Church Budget 

December Calendar 
  

Dec. 2  9:00 am Cookie Bake 

Dec. 3  8:30 am Waffle Breakfast & 

    Cookie Sales 

Dec. 4 12:30 pm Blood Drive at  

    Catholic Parish Hall 

Dec. 6  6:00 pm Zumba 

  6:30 pm Kids Program Practice 

  6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

  7:00 pm Bell Choir 

  8:00 pm Choir 

Dec. 9  8:30 am Leaf Raking 

Dec. 11  9:30 am WMS 

Dec. 12  7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

Dec. 13  6:00 pm Zumba 

  6:30 pm Kids Program Practice 

  6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

  7:00 pm Choir 

Dec. 14  9:30 am Mom’s Group 

Dec. 17 12:00 pm Carry-in & Goodie  

    Packing 

Dec. 20  6:00 pm Zumba 

  6:30 pm Kids Program Practice 

  6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

  7:00 pm Choir 

Dec. 24  7:00 pm Christmas Eve  

    Cantata 

Dec. 26  7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

Dec. 27  6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

Dec. 31  7:00 pm New Year’s Party 

 

Looking Ahead: 

January 6   Verenike Making Day 

January 14   Annual Meeting 

January 24   Kids Club/Adult Bible Study/ 

   Wednesday Suppers Begin 

January 28   Dutch Blitz 

February 11 Safe Sanctuary Training 

February 24 Verenike Supper 

    Come join us at Alexanderwohl 

Mennonite Church on Sunday, December 10 

at 6:30 pm for an evening filled with Christ-

mas music! The evening will feature the 

McPherson Brass Choir under the direction 

of Jerry Toews along with the Elbiata Sing-

ers from Goessel High School under the di-

rection of Andrew Voth. A freewill offering 

will be received to support the ministries of 

the Goessel Ministerial Alliance. We hope to 

see you there!   

 

MCC SALT Positions 
 

 Looking for that next great adven-

ture? MCC SALT positions now available! 

Take chances. Make mistakes. Get messy. 

Be challenged. Learn some things. 

Teach some things. Spend a year living 

somewhere that you never dreamed you'd 

go...  

 Serving and Learning Together 

(SALT) is a year-long, cross-cultural service 

experience. Through SALT, Christian young 

adults from Canada and the U.S. serve inter-

nationally in a wide variety of positions in 

fields like education, agriculture, health care, 

information technology, peace and 

more! Start now at salt.mcc.org, to find an-

swers to frequently asked ques-

tions, assignment options and to apply! 

Brass Christmas 

“The only blind person at Christmastime is 

he who has not Christmas in his heart.”  
—Helen Keller 

http://www.mennoniteworshipandsongcollection.org/
http://www.mennoniteworshipandsongcollection.org/
http://mennoniteworshipandsongcollection.org/
http://mennoniteworshipandsongcollection.org/
mailto:Resonate@MennoMedia.org
mailto:patsydirksen@mcc.org
mailto:patsydirksen@mcc.org
https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/volunteer/salt/assignments
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God will be presented Dec. 10.  Began 

planning for the winter adult Bible 

study and Kids club.  Both will begin 

Jan. 24.  VBS curriculum will be 

“Shipwrecked”.  A Nurture Ministry 

Christmas party will be held Dec. 19 at 

the Nightingales.     

 The church treasurer (Larry Regier) 

reported the budget balance at the end 

of October was $9,951.97.  

 The Stewardship Ministry (Alan 

Mueller) reported the new pew cush-

ions should be installed the week be-

fore Christmas. A light was replaced in 

the sanctuary.  Are discussing new 

lights in library and kitchen.  Some dis-

cussion held regarding additional light-

ing needed in the sanctuary.   

 The Worship Ministry (Denice Klas-

sen) reported they are planning for Ad-

vent and using information from the 

Leader magazine.  A cantata will be 

presented on Christmas Eve.  Received 

good feedback about using 5th Sunday 

worship with a music oriented focus.    

 Pastor Steve shared that both his men-

tor and pastor peer group are going 

well.  Asked for some clarification 

about what his reports for council 

should be.   

 In new business discussion was held 

about keeping the back doors locked on 

Sunday mornings for security reasons. 

The council was in favor of this.  The 

annual meeting date was set for January 

14.    
 

The next meeting will be held  

Monday, February19 at 7 pm.    

 

Minutes from the November 27 meeting: 
 

 The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) 

asked for clarification on a few policy 

items.  Asked about adding a line item 

for IT in the budget. 

 The Discernment Team (Joyce Franz)  

replaced the Et Cetera Shop repre-

sentative from Lois Loflin to Joyce 

Franz.   

 The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) said 

Cindy Siemens will write college stu-

dents notes and send gifts.  Dick is 

working on Everence funds.  Com-

munion will be January 7.    

 The Mission Ministry (Dwight 

Mueller) will host leaf raking on Dec. 

9.  The Mission Supper receipts were 

around $5,000 before expenses.  

About 270 people were served.   

 The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ort-

man) reported they are planning on 

caroling at the two care facilities in 

Halstead during December.  Packing 

goodies in Christmas tins will be held 

Dec. 17 following a carry-in meal. 

Dutch Blitz game night will be Jan. 

28.  They are looking into how to sup-

port foster care families and a possi-

ble community game night.   

 The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Night-

ingale) reported that the children will 

present a Christmas program during 

worship on Dec. 24.  Will purchase 

gifts for 5 Angel tree recipients with 

the money from the fall quarter offer-

ing.  A new laminator is available in 

the supply room.  The third Armor of 

Church Council Notes Museum curator of education: 316-283-

1612 or asa@bethelks.edu.  (Kauffman Mu-

seum, Bethel College, 27th and North 

Main, North Newton, KS 67117, Regular 

hours: Tues-Fri 9:30-4:30, Sat-Sun 1:30-

4:30, closed Mondays and major holi-

days.  Visits outside of regular hours: addi-

tional $25.00 fee.  Admission: $4.00/adult, 

$2.00/child 6-16, free/members) 

Kauffman Museum 

 Patriotism, Pacifism, and Sacrifice -

 What is conscientious objection? Why do 

people refuse to  go to war? What does the 

First World War teach us 100 years lat-

er?  Kauffman Museum at Bethel College 

discusses these questions in its traveling 

exhibit “Voices of Conscience: Peace Wit-

ness in the Great War,” on display in North 

Newton through January 21, 2018. The ex-

hibit remembers peace-minded people who 

resisted U.S. involvement in the war, the 

enactment of military conscription, the war 

bond drives, and the denial of freedom of 

speech under the Espionage and Sedition 

Acts. For their resistance many suffered 

community humiliation, federal imprison-

ment, and mob violence at the hands of a 

war-crusading American public.  

 “Voices of Conscience” lifts up the 

prophetic insights and the personal courage 

of World War I peace protesters, and sug-

gests parallels to the culture of war and vi-

olence in our world today.  Kauffman Mu-

seum invites church groups, Sunday 

School groups, and youth groups to use the 

exhibit to talk about the history of peace 

witness and its relevance for us and our 

churches. Historical consultant Jim Juhnke 

and curatorial consultant Rachel Panna-

becker are available by request to provide 

discussion starters and historical back-

ground.  For more information or to book a 

special tour of “Voices of Conscience,” 

contact Andi Schmidt Andres, Kauffman 

mailto:asa@bethelks.edu
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    What’s up at First Mennonite?    
 

Year of Evangelism 
 

 Anabaptist Witness, the Year of 

Evangelism kick-off event, sponsored by 

the WDC Resource Commission, will be 

January 19-20, 2018 at the Alexanderwohl 

Church in Goessel, KS.  We'll gather for 

this two-day event starting Friday evening 

for vibrant worship, inspiring teaching from 

Marvin Lorenzana and Heidi Roland Un-

ruh, and practical workshops meant to equip 

your congregation for outreach.  On Satur-

day, congregational leaders will have a 

chance to brainstorm outreach ideas with a 

coach so that they can return to their mis-

sion fields with a practical plan for sharing 

the good news.  All of this great resourcing 

is only $30/person ($25/person for groups 

of 4 or more from the same congrega-

tion).  To register, go to:  http://

mennowdc.org/year-of-evangelism/.  Join 

us as we're equipped to spread God's heal-

ing and hope in the world! 

 Our church will pay the registra-

tion for those in our congregation who 

want to attend.  All church council mem-

bers are encouraged to attend as well as any 

others who are interested.  Let Gregg Dick 

know if you plan to attend.    

 The Halstead Historical Society in-

vites the community to their annual supper 

(chicken noodles, chili and pie) on Satur-

day, Dec. 9 from 4:30-7:00 pm at the Gold-

en Harvest Restaurant, 240 Main.  Cost is 

by donation and the funds help with pro-

jects at the Halstead Historical Society.  

This is conjunction with the community 

Christmas event on Main street. All are 

welcome!  

 

 

Chicken Noodle Supper 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

 A women’s daytime Bible study by 

Pricilla Shirer, The Armor of God, will begin 

in January.  If interested, please contact Ruth 

Mueller for information.    

  

Leaf Raking Day 
 

 A leaf raking day will be held Dec. 9, 

beginning at 8:30 am.  Meet at the church with 

your rake to join the fun!  If you know of peo-

ple who need their leaves raked, please let 

Dwight or Alan Mueller know.   

 

 New Year’s Eve Party 
 

 A New Year's Eve Party will be held 

in Stauffer Hall on Sunday, December 31st 

at 7 pm. Bring snacks and games to share 

and a white elephant gift to exchange. This is 

a night you won't want to miss! 

 

The Armor of God 
 

 Sir MennoKnight encourages you to 

continue your Armor of God study challenge 

by memorizing Ephesians 6:10-20.   The de-

votion cards have the current verse highlight-

ed and have a pondering question and a de-

votion to use.  Check out the display in the 

foyer of the sanctuary and join in this chal-

lenge.  You don’t want to go around in this 

world naked.  Suit up!   

Waffle Breakfast  
 

 Join the New Covenant Class for the 

annual Waffle Breakfast, Sunday morning, 

December 3 from 8:30 – 9:30.  Enjoy waf-

fles, bacon, sausage and all the fixings.  Pro-

ceeds will be distributed by the City of 

Halstead for those in our community needing 

assistance with utility bills this winter.  

 

Cookie Bake Day 
 

 Cookie Bake Day will be Saturday, 

Dec. 2 starting at 9 am.  Families are asked to 

bring prepared cookie dough ready for baking.  

The cookies will be sold Dec. 3 during and 

after the waffle breakfast with proceeds sup-

porting angel tree children.  

 

 Goodie Bake Day 
 

 The Hospitality Ministry invites you to 

join us for a carry-in meal following Worship 

on Dec. 17th. We will also be packing Christ-

mas tins for Neighbors Store families and our 

shut-ins. Bring your favorite goodies to share! 

Tins will be handed out at Neighbors the fol-

lowing day.  

 

 Women’s Mission Society 
  

 Women’s Mission Society will meet 

on December 11 at 9:30 am for a Christmas 

brunch.   

Save the Date! 
Sunday, February 11—12:30 pm   

Safe Sanctuary Training  

For all involved with children! 

http://mennowdc.org/year-of-evangelism/
http://mennowdc.org/year-of-evangelism/
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 2 Lois Loflin 

 3 (A) Steven & Virginia Koehn 

 4 Aaron Koop 

 4 Jim Gundy 

 5 Joyce Franz 

 5 Ethan Wilcox 

 6 John Keller 

 7 Kristine Regier 

 8 Jim Loflin 

 8 Dwight Lohrenz 

 8 Winifred Koehn 

 9 Bill Schowalter 

 9 Quinlan Kaufman 

10 Mike Bollinger 

10 Tom Rose Jr. 

11 Melody Robinson 

12 Lydia Regier 

12 Sandy Lewis 

14 Dwight Mueller 

14 Julie Lee 

15 Joe Duerksen 

15 (A) Shaun & Amanda Evanoff 

15 (A) Tom and Bea Rose 

16 (A) Dan & Lynda Schroeder 

16 Sara Dick 

17 Manon Lee 

17 Alan Franz 

19 Duncan Haury 

20 Thomas Koehn 

21 Sandy Allen 

21 James Nightingale  

23 Evelyn Regier (93 years) 

23 Josh Allen 

24 Hannah Keiser 

24  Scott Chandler 

December 

Celebrations  
Prayer & Praises 
Prayer needs for November:  

 

 Praise God for the engagement of Jake 

Nightingale to Kimberly Carr.  Pray that 

they will use their time of engagement to 

draw closer to God and to each other. 

 Pray for healing for Laurie Boelk, 

daughter of Larry & Carrol Flickinger, 

who will have breast cancer surgery on 

December 5.   

 Prayers of sympathy to the family of 

Johnny Heidebrecht who died last 

month. 

 Continue to pray for good health and 

healing for Melissa Clarkson. 

 Praise God for the money raised at the 

Mission Supper last month.  Pray that the 

money will be used to provide encour-

agement and opportunity to our mission 

partners. 

 Pray for those affected by the tragedy at 

First Baptist Church in Sutherland 

Springs, TX.  Pray for peace and for 

healing for that community.  

 Pray for all those affected by the tragedy 

in Egypt.  Pray for healing and for peace 

and hope to prevail. 

 Continue to pray for the people of Puerto 

Rico who continue to suffer from the 

devastation of the hurricane. 

25  Larry Regier 

26 Caden Harmon 

26 Kirby Stucky 

26 (A) Shaun & Sandra Whitesell 

29 (A) Brian & Jessica Harmon 

30 (A) John & Nancy Back 

31 Barry Unruh 

31 Marj Matula  

31 Sharon Finley 

As Good as Done 

 Upon the birth of the one who’d be-

come known as John the Baptist, his father, 

Zechariah, praised God. Zechariah broke his 

nine-month inability to speak with these 

words: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he has looked favorably on his people and 

redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty 

savior for us in the house of his servant Da-

vid, as he spoke through the mouth of his ho-

ly prophets from of old” (Luke 1:68-70, 

NRSV).  

 Notice how Zechariah describes 

God’s actions as if they had already hap-

pened! In Good News of Great Joy, John Pip-

er writes, “Nine months earlier, Zechariah 

could not believe his wife would have a 

child. Now, filled with the Holy Spirit, he is 

so confident of God’s redeeming work in the 

coming Messiah that he puts it in the past 

tense. For the mind of faith, a promised act of 

God is as good as done.” 

 The Nurture Ministry has chosen 

our local Neighbors Store as the winter 

quarter Sunday school mission offering.  

Thank you for your generosity in support-

ing our Sunday school program and this 

local project.  Thank you!  

Sunday School  

Winter Mission Project 

Christmas Cantata 
 

 Our church choir will be presenting 

the 2017 Christmas Cantata "God With Us" 

at the Christmas Eve program at 7:00pm on 

December 24th.  Anyone from the commu-

nity or from churches in the community are 

invited to join in making this a celebratory 

community program.  Practices are sched-

uled for the following Wednesday 

nights:  December 6th, 13th, and 20th.   

 Our churches may be too small for 

individual choirs, but we could create some 

beautiful music if we all join together.  If 

you are interested, please join the practices 

on the evenings listed!   

Save the Dates! 
Feb. 23-25, 2018 

Hesston College  

Anabaptist Vision &  

Discipleship Series presents:  

“Before the Unthinkable Happens: 

Confronting our Role in Injustice” 


