Halstead
First Mennonite
Church
April 25, 2021
Welcome to worship as we
continue to rejoice in the good
news of Christ’s resurrection.

Gathering Music- Cindy Siemens

Welcome and Announcements
April Birthday Offering

Centering Music– Cindy Siemens

Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Love one another, even when love involves risk.
We love as God loves us.
Love and care for others, even when caring is hard.
We love and care as God loves and cares for us.
Love in truth and action.
By this we are known as children of God.

Praise Song- Will You Let Me Be Your Servant – VT# 778

Praise Song- One Thing Remains
Lyrics Projected
Praise Song- How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Lyrics Projected
Children’s Story- Casey Jacob
Praise Song- The Love of God – VT #162

Praise Song- The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound – VT #392

Pastoral Prayer- Pastor Steve

Scripture- John 10:11-16
11

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep.
So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 “I am the
good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the
sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring
them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and
one shepherd.
1 John 3:16-24
16
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for
us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If
anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has
no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear
children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.
19
This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our
hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if
our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and
receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do
what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his
Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one
who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we
know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

Message- What is Love? - Pastor Steve
Closing Song- Build Your Kingdom Here
Lyrics Projected
Benediction
Postlude- Cindy Siemens

CALENDAR
April 25
April 26

April 28

May 1-2
May 2
May 4

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm

Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth Group
Nurture Meeting
Covid Task Force
Church Council
Kids Club
Grab & Go Meal
Prayer Meeting
Camp Mennoscah Weekend
NO SERVICES IN OUR CHURCH BUILDING
7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast at Golden Harvest

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Secretary Notes: The deadline for the May newsletter is today, April 25. The May-June issue of The
Upper Room is available in the literature rack.
Our Church Weekend at Camp Mennoscah is May 1-2. If you are interested in coming out for one or
both of the days, please complete the form outside the Sanctuary and return it to Gregg Dick no later
than TODAY! The tentative camp schedule is: Saturday Supper – 5:30 pm; Sunday breakfast – 8:30 am;
Sunday worship – 10:30 am.; Sunday lunch – 12:00 pm. Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board for
help with the meals. Please note there will be no services at the church on May 2.
The Halstead Interfaith Council will donate funds to the Halstead - Bentley School District for the 20212022 school year, for backpacks and school supplies. If you would like to donate, please write a check to
First Mennonite Church, clearly designate that it is for Interfaith School Supplies and send the check to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake Rd., Burrton, KS 67020, or place the check in the offering box on
the usher's table. Our donations may be made any time during the month of April. Thank you for
helping with this important community project!
Halstead High School is planning a KAY Community Service Day on Friday, April 30. If you have a
project (painting, yard work, cleaning, organizing, etc.) that the youth could help with, please call the
high school at 316-835-2682 or email cclifford@usd440.com.
The VBS Team is looking for individuals to serve as Crew Leaders and Junior Crew Leaders. These
volunteers are in charge of a small group of children and help their crew get from station to station. VBS
will be held June 1-4, 2021 from 9-11:30 am for ages 3 years to entering 5th grade. If you are interested
in helping, please talk with one of our church representatives: Kaitlen, Melanie, Lauren, Raquel, Steve,
Sara, or Brocia.
Safe Hope is sponsoring a Clothing Boutique at the end of May to provide new clothing for job
interviews, jobs, or “just because” for their participants. If you would like to donate any NEW clothing,
please take your items to 326 N. Oak in Newton before May 24.
MCC Coin Collection: A container is available at the back of the sanctuary for your donations. All
proceeds will benefit MCC water and food projects. Did you know MCC works with farmers on new
techniques to improve soil health and increase yields? Thank you for your generosity!
Bethel College Women's Association invites donations to help purchase two earth-friendly water refill
stations for the Bethel campus. The stations will accommodate water bottles, and cost $890 each.
Donate at bcwamarketonline.com by April 30, 2021. Thank you for your support!
Bethel College Upcoming Events: Face coverings must be worn and physical distancing will be enforced
for in-person performances.
1. TODAY (Sunday, April 25), 2 p.m. – If you registered for the Zoom link, don’t forget to tune in to
hear award-winning syndicated columnist Leonard Pitts Jr. speak on “Is America Possible?,” part of the
Peace Lecture Series from the Kansas Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution (KIPCOR).

2. April 29-May 1 (including Saturday matinee): Bethel College spring play, I and You by Lauren
Gunderson, planned for Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center. Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Friday,
7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. – and there is a livestream option! Call or stop by Thresher
Shop in Schultz Student Center, Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 316-284-5205, for tickets for either in-person
or livestream. Please note: This play has adult content and is not suitable for children.
3. Sat., May 1, 7 a.m. – Kauffman Museum first-Saturday bird walks resume. Meet in the museum
parking lot (corner of Main and 27th streets in North Newton) to join experienced birders for a walk of
1-1.5 hours in Chisholm Park and on Sand Creek Trail. Trails are mostly unpaved and sometimes steep.
4. Sunday, May 2, 4 p.m. – Spring choral concert, featuring the Bethel College Concert Choir, Woven
and Open Road on the steps of the Administration Building on campus. Bring your own chairs/blankets.
5. Tues., May 4, 7 p.m. – Bethel College Steel Drum Band concert on the plaza in front of Luyken Fine
Arts Center (rain location: Memorial Hall). Bring your own chairs/blankets.
6. Weds., May 5, 7 p.m. – Jazz on the Green, featuring Bethel College Jazz Ensemble and Jazz
Combo (a little south of the usual location, on the slab to the east of the art gallery). Bring your own
chairs/blankets.
7. Now in the Regier Gallery in Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel College: Senior Art Show, “Requiem
Aeternam,” paintings by Adam Kroeker, through May 14. Gallery hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
8. Kauffman Museum’s spring fundraiser is FaspBox – faspa in a box. Faspa is a light evening meal
traditional among Low German-heritage Mennonites. Each box serves one and costs $50. Reservations
must be made by Monday, April 26 (for pickup or delivery on May 2),
at www.kauffmanmuseum.org/faspbox or by contacting the museum with credit card information
at kauffman@bethelks.edu or 316-283-1612.
Hesston College’s Bel Canto Singers will present outdoor concerts in the following locations. Please
bring a lawn chair or you may “drive-in” and tune in on your car radio. April 30 at 7 pm at Hesston
College Mullet Drive, Hesston; May 3 at 7 pm at Dyck Arboretum, Hesston; May 4 at 7 pm at First
Mennonite Church, Hutchinson; May 6 at 7 pm at Pleasant Valley Mennonite Church, Harper. More
information is on the bulletin board.
The April edition of On the Level is now available from Mennonite Disaster Service. In our current issue:
MDS is celebrating National Volunteer Week, the Homes of Hope facility in Ephrata, Penn. is almost
completed and a royal thank you to MDS volunteers. To read more: https://conta.cc/3elY7dd

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
● Western District Conference: Pray for pastors, parents, teachers, and mentors in WDC congregations,
as they guide faith formation for children and youth in the midst of challenging times.
● Mennonite Mission Network: Mennonite Mission Network praises God for the three-year ministry of
Diana Cruz and Felipe Preciado at La Casa Grande, a children’s home in Benin. Pray for Diana and
Felipe as they transition back to living in and doing God’s work in Colombia, their sending country.

SUNDAY INFORMATION
NURSERY TODAY
Sara Smoker (+Allison) & Leah Kawanguzi
ORGANIST/PIANIST
Cindy Siemens
OFFERING TODAY
MC USA
OFFERING LAST WEEK
Harvey County Health Ministries (Designated)
560.00
Church Budget
775.00
Interfaith School Supplies
500.00
MC USA
40.00
John Pjesky Memorials
1,140.00
WDC
90.00
OFFERING NEXT SUNDAY
Camp Mennoscah
NURSERY ON MAY 9
Jason Smoker & Lauren Mueller

