Halstead
First Mennonite
Church
April 18, 2021
Friends, we welcome you in the
name of the one God who has
defeated death forever by raising
Jesus from the tomb.
We too now walk in new life!

Gathering Music- Kent Dick
Lord of Love Unfailing – Haydn
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling – Page

Welcome and Announcements

Centering Music– Kent Dick
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us – arr. Leatherman

Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Hosanna!
Hosanna!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!
Blessed are we, for we have been created by that same God.
Blessed is the sound of our voices, lifted up in praise.
Blessed are the hands that clap and strum and pluck, joining
together in one glorious hosanna.
Leader: Hosanna!
People: Hosanna!

Praise Song- Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise – VT# 98

Praise Song- Lord, I am Fondly, Earnestly Longing – VT #555

Praise Song- Love Divine, All Loves Excelling – VT #638

Children’s Story

Praise Song- Because He Lives
Verse 1
God sent His Son they called Him Jesus
He came to love heal and forgive
He bled and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove
My Savior lives
Chorus
Because He lives I can face tomorrow
Because He lives all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living
Just because He lives
Verse 2
How sweet to hold our newborn baby
And feel the pride and joy he gives
But greater still the calm assurance
This child can face uncertain days
Because Christ lives
Verse 3
And then one day I'll cross that river
I'll fight life's final war with pain
And then as death gives way to vict'ry
I'll see the lights of glory
And I'll know He reigns

Praise Song- Abide with Me
Verse 1
I have a home eternal home
But for now I walk this broken world
You walked it first You know our pain
But You show hope can rise
Again up from the grave
Chorus
Abide with me abide with me
Don't let me fall and don't let go
Walk with me and never leave
Ever close God abide with me
Verse 2
There in the night Gethsemane
Before the cross before the nails
Overwhelmed alone You prayed
You met us in our suffering
And bore our shame
Bridge
Oh love that will not ever let me go
Love that will not ever let me go
You never let me go
Love that will not ever let me go
Interlude
Well You never let us go
Ending
And up ahead eternity
We'll weep no more we'll sing for joy
Abide with me

Pastoral Prayer- Pastor Steve

Scripture- 1 John 3:1-3

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us
is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what
we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears,
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him
purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Message- The Power of Seeing - Pastor Steve

Closing Song- Hosanna
Verse 1
I see the King of glory
Coming on the clouds with fire
The whole earth shakes
The whole earth shakes yeah

Verse 3
I see a generation
Rising up to take their place
With selfless faith
With selfless faith

Verse 2
I see His love and mercy
Washing over all our sin
The people sing
The people sing

Verse 4
I see a near revival
Stirring as we pray and seek
We're on our knees
We're on our knees

Chorus
Hosanna
Hosanna
Hosanna
Hosanna

Bridge
Heal my heart and make it clean
Open up my eyes to the things unseen
Show me how to love like You have
loved me
Break my heart for what breaks Yours
Everything I am for Your Kingdom's
cause
As I walk from earth into eternity

hosanna
in the highest
hosanna
in the highest

Benediction

Postlude- Kent Dick

CALENDAR
April 21

April 25

5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Kids Club
Grab & Go Meal
Prayer Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth Group

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Secretary Notes: The rose at the front today is to celebrate Boyd Koehn’s 90th birthday on April 21.
Happy birthday Boyd! The deadline for the May newsletter is moved up one day to Sunday, April 25. The
May-June issue of The Upper Room is available in the literature rack.
Virtual Wedding! Emily Gundy and Patrick Salay will be married on Saturday, April 24 at 4 pm at
Rainbow Mennonite Church with their immediate families present. The congregation is invited to
attend virtually at youtube.com/channel/UC6aQzyYF0quBZBz1a-OJksg/live
My Electric Skillet is still missing! It was used at the drive-thru Verenike Supper. My name (Carol Rose)
is on the bottom and I have the lid and controls so it’s not much use to anyone. Please return to church
ASAP. Thank you
Our Church Weekend at Camp Mennoscah is coming up on May 1-2. If you are interested in coming out
for one or both of the days, please complete the form outside the Sanctuary and return it to Gregg
Dick's mailbox as soon as possible. Please note there will be no services at the church on May 2.
The Halstead Interfaith Council will donate funds to the Halstead - Bentley School District for the 20212022 school year, for backpacks and school supplies. If you would like to donate, please write a check to
First Mennonite Church, clearly designate that it is for Interfaith School Supplies and send the check to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake Rd., Burrton, KS 67020, or place the check in the offering box on
the usher's table. Our donations may be made any time during the month of April. Thank you for
helping with this important community project!
Halstead High School is planning a KAY Community Service Day on Friday, April 30. If you have a
project (painting, yard work, cleaning, organizing, etc.) that the youth could help with, please call the
high school at 316-835-2682 or email cclifford@usd440.com.
The VBS Team is looking for individuals to serve as Crew Leaders and Junior Crew Leaders. These
volunteers are in charge of a small group of children and help their crew get from station to station. VBS
will be held June 1-4, 2021 from 9-11:30 am for ages 3 years to entering 5th grade. If you are interested
in helping, please talk with one of our church representatives: Kaitlen, Melanie, Lauren, Raquel, Steve,
Sara, or Brocia.
MCC Coin Collection: A container is available at the back of the sanctuary for your donations. All
proceeds will benefit MCC water and food projects. Did you know MCC trains local people to construct
and maintain water pumps? Thank you for your generosity!
Wednesday Kids Club continues through April 28 from 5-6 pm. We are studying the book of Proverbs,
in a kid-friendly format. Children ages 3 years to 6th grade are invited to join the fun! Grab-and-go meals
will be available for those who request them. Sign-up at: http://firstmennonitehalstead.org/wednesdays
Bethel College Women's Association invites donations to help purchase two earth-friendly water refill
stations for the Bethel campus. The stations will accommodate water bottles, and cost $890 each.
Donate at bcwamarketonline.com by April 30, 2021. Thank you for your support!
Bethel College Upcoming Events: 1. Sunday, April 25, 2 p.m. – Award-winning syndicated
columnist Leonard Pitts Jr., who packed out Memorial Hall at Bethel College in September 2017 with a
lecture titled “America in an Age of Trump,” makes a return engagement, live online, speaking on “Is
America Possible?” This is part of the Peace Lecture Series from the Kansas Institute for Peace and
Conflict Resolution (KIPCOR). Register for the Zoom link at kipcor.org 2. April 29-May 1 (including
Saturday matinee): Bethel College spring play, I and You by Lauren Gunderson, planned for Krehbiel
Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center. Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 2 p.m. and 7:30

p.m. – and there is a livestream option! Call or stop by Thresher Shop in Schultz Student Center, Mon.Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 316-284-5205, for tickets for either in-person or livestream. Please note: This play has
adult content and is not suitable for children. Face coverings must be worn and physical distancing will
be enforced for in-person performances. 3. Sunday, May 2, 4 p.m.: Spring choral concert, featuring the
Bethel College Concert Choir, Woven and Open Road on the steps of the Administration Building on
campus. Bring your own chairs/blankets. Please note that face coverings must be worn and physical
distancing practiced on the Bethel campus.
Kauffman Museum’s spring fundraiser is FaspBox – faspa in a box. Faspa is a light evening meal
traditional among Low German-heritage Mennonites. Each box serves one and costs $50. Reservations
must be made by Monday, April 26 (for pickup or delivery on May 2),
at www.kauffmanmuseum.org/faspbox or by contacting the museum with credit card information
at kauffman@bethelks.edu or 316-283-1612.
MCC dignity kit informational webinar, April 20 at 7 p.m. Yes, MCC has a new kit that has been in
development for years and now we’re ready to teach you how to help us bring dignity to young women
around the world! The dignity kit includes hygiene items and a reusable menstruation pad
system. Email katemast@mcc.org for the Zoom link.
Responding to disaster: MCC's response to hurricanes Eta & Iota webinar April 21 & 22 at 7pm. MCC is
pleased to bring you, via Zoom, the people and stories directly impacted by this disaster response that
you generously supported. Go to www.mcc.org for this two night webinar to hear directly from MCC
partner organizations and church partners in Honduras and Nicaragua. They will share about MCC’s
disaster response as well as how climate change impacts migration and poverty in Central America.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
● Please keep Jo Pjesky and family in prayer as John went home to be with the Lord on April 4. His
memorial service was held at the church on April 9.
● Western District Conference: Give thanks for farmers and gardeners, and pray for all those in WDC
congregations working to be faithful stewards of God’s creation.
● Mennonite Mission Network: MMN requests prayer for the two-day Sent Network conference that
begins on Thursday, April 23. Pray that all who participate in this virtual church-planting summit will
be inspired, energized, and given the tools necessary for encouraging the growth of Jesus’ church.

SUNDAY INFORMATION
NURSERY TODAY
Shaun Ortman & Marilyn Mueller
ORGANIST/PIANIST
Kent Dick
OFFERING TODAY
Harvey County Health Ministries
OFFERING LAST WEEK
Western District Conference (Designated)
476.00
Church Budget
3,235.00
Building Maintenance
500.00
Harvey County Health Ministries
150.00
Interfaith School Supplies
75.00
MC USA
35.00
John Pjesky Memorials
455.00
Neighbors Store
535.00
Verenike Supper
125.00
OFFERING NEXT SUNDAY
MC USA
NURSERY NEXT SUNDAY
Sara Smoker (+Allison) & Leah Kawanguzi

