Halstead
First Mennonite
Church
April 11, 2021
Welcome as we gather on the
second Sunday of the Easter
season. Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Gathering Music- Cindy Siemens

Welcome and Announcements

Centering Music– Cindy Siemens

Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Peace be with you.
And also with you.
Peace be in our midst.
Peace be in our very souls.
Peace be the light on our path.
Peace be the way of our world.
Peace be with you.
And also with you.

Praise Song- ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus – HWB # 340

Praise Song- Breathe on me, Breath of God – HWB #356

Praise Song- There is a Redeemer
Verse 1
There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son
Precious Lamb of God Messiah Holy One
Chorus
Thank You O my Father
For giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit
Till the work on earth is done
Verse 2
Jesus my Redeemer name above all names
Precious Lamb of God Messiah
O for sinners slain

Verse 3
When I stand in glory I will see
His face
There I'll serve my King forever
In that holy place

Children’s Story- Casey Jacob
Praise Song- Oceans – VT #456

Praise Song- Holy Spirit
Verse 1
There's nothing worth more that will ever come close
No thing can compare You're our living hope
Your Presence
Verse 2
I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone
In Your Presence Lord
Chorus
Holy Spirit You are welcome here
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord
Interlude
Your Presence Lord
Interlude
Your Presence Lord
Your Presence
Oh God how we love Your Presence Lord
Bridge
Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness (Lord)

Pastoral Prayer- Pastor Steve

Scripture- John 20:19-31 (NIV)
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven.”
24

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
26

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

29

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Message- Being Sent as Jesus - Pastor Steve

Closing Song- Spirit of the Living God
Chorus
Spirit of the Living God
Fall fresh on me
Spirit of the Living God
Fall fresh on me
Melt me mold me
Fill me use me
Spirit of the Living God
Fall fresh on me
Benediction
Postlude- Cindy Siemens

CALENDAR
April 11
April 14

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm

Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth Group
Kids Club
Grab & Go Meal
Prayer Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The extreme cold weather and escalating utility prices hit the church as well as your house. Our gas bill
at the church was $11,600 for February. We are working with the city to make a no-interest payment
plan over the next 12 months to pay the February bill, plus our current monthly usage. We know this
probably hit you at home as well. Your continued faithful giving to the Church Budget is appreciated.
Worship Hour Nursery is back! Parents are welcome to send children ages 4 years and under down to
nursery immediately following the Children's Story. If you are interested in joining the volunteer
rotation, please talk with Kaitlen.
Our Church Weekend at Camp Mennoscah is coming up on May 1-2. If you are interested in coming out
for one or both of the days, please complete the form outside the Sanctuary and return it to Gregg
Dick's mailbox as soon as possible. Please note there will be no services at the church on May 2.
The VBS Team is looking for individuals to serve as Crew Leaders and Junior Crew Leaders. These
volunteers are in charge of a small group of children and help their crew get from station to station. VBS
will be held June 1-4, 2021 from 9-11:30 am for ages 3 years to entering 5th grade. If you are interested
in helping, please talk with one of our church representatives: Kaitlen, Melanie, Lauren, Raquel, Steve,
Sara, or Brocia.

The Halstead Interfaith Council will donate funds to the Halstead - Bentley School District for the 20212022 school year, for backpacks and school supplies. If you would like to donate, please write a check to
First Mennonite Church, clearly designate that it is for Interfaith School Supplies and send the check to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake Rd., Burrton, KS 67020, or place the check in the offering box on
the usher's table. Our donations may be made any time during the month of April. Thank you for
helping with this important community project!
Halstead High School is planning a KAY Community Service Day on Friday, April 30. If you have a
project (painting, yard work, cleaning, organizing, etc.) that the youth could help with, please call the
high school at 316-835-2682 or email cclifford@usd440.com.
MCC Coin Collection: A jar is available at the back of the sanctuary for your donations. All proceeds will
benefit MCC water and food projects. Did you know that $100 will be enough to help dig a well?
Thank you for your generosity!
Wednesday Kids Club continues through April 28 from 5-6 pm. We are studying the book of Proverbs,
in a kid-friendly format. Children ages 3 years to 6th grade are invited to join the fun! Grab-and-go meals
will be available for those who request them. Sign-up at: http://firstmennonitehalstead.org/wednesdays
Newton Et Cetera Shop is grateful for your donated items, your volunteer time, and your shopping
enthusiasm! We have three requests for you this spring:
1. Please let your friends and neighbors know we're hiring a full-time Home Goods Manager! The job
description and applications are available on our website (newtonetceterashop.com) and at our shop;
applications are due April 19, 2021.
2. We are in need of high-quality furniture, toys and home goods at this time. Our current donation
schedule is every Wednesday, 9:30-6:00, and we hope to add other week days in the coming months!
3. We welcome new volunteers! Amazingly, we welcomed the same number of new volunteers (40!) in
2020 in the midst of a pandemic, as we did in 2019! If you're interested in learning more, please visit our
website or Facebook page, send us an email expressing interest to manager@newtonetceterashop.com,
or call us at 316-283-9461. Thank you for supporting your local MCC Thrift Shop.
Men and Boys Retreat, April 16-18, at Camp Mennoscah! Come to Camp Mennoscah for this longstanding, guys-only retreat! Spend time fishing, canoeing, worshiping, sitting by the fire, or visiting with
friends in fellowship. The official beginning to the weekend is Saturday morning, but many arrive on
Friday. Meals can be purchased for Saturday night, Sunday morning and lunch. People are welcome
Friday, but no meals or entertainment will be provided. Meals available for an additional cost. No preregistration. Registration and payment will take place upon arrival. For more information contact Kevin
Neufeld at 316-322-5515.
Bethel College Upcoming Events: Sun., April 25: KIPCOR Peace Lecture with Leonard Pitts (virtual).
Registration is now open at kipcor.org. Fri.-Sat., April 30-May 1 (including Saturday matinee): spring
play, I and You by Lauren Gunderson (in person); Sun., May 2: Outdoor choral concert.
MCC dignity kit informational webinar, April 20 at 7 p.m. Yes, MCC has a new kit that has been in
development for years and now we’re ready to teach you how to help us bring dignity to young women
around the world! The dignity kit includes hygiene items and a reusable menstruation pad
system. Email katemast@mcc.org for the Zoom link.
Responding to disaster: MCC's response to hurricanes Eta & Iota webinar April 21 & 22 at 7pm. MCC is
pleased to bring you, via Zoom, the people and stories directly impacted by this disaster response that
you generously supported. Go to www.mcc.org for this two night webinar to hear directly from MCC
partner organizations and church partners in Honduras and Nicaragua. They will share about MCC’s
disaster response as well as how climate change impacts migration and poverty in Central America.
MCC is hiring a multimedia producer! Check out the job description and apply today at www.mcc.org.
Bethel College Women's Association invites donations to help purchase two earth-friendly water refill
stations for the Bethel campus. The stations will accommodate water bottles, and cost $890 each.
Donate at bcwamarketonline.com by April 30, 2021. Thank you for your support!

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
● Please keep Jo Pjesky and family in prayer as John went home to be with the Lord on April 4. His
memorial service was held at the church on Friday.
● Western District Conference: Pray for WDC congregations engaged in ministries with immigrants and
refugees, as they seek to embody God’s love and justice.
● Mennonite Mission Network: Mennonite Mission Network requests prayer for Deb Byler as she works
with Kekchi Mennonite women in Guatemala to write a curriculum for women in church leadership.
During the past year of COVID-19 quarantines, Deb has written from home. Pray for her and her
colleagues as they begin to travel to churches again.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Budget balance @ 01/021/21
January-February receipts
January-February expenses
Budget balance @ 02/28/21
March receipts
March expenses
Budget balance @ 03/31/21

12,948.17
15,194.55
(20,798.14)
7,344.58
5,777.16
(9,723.48)
3,398.26

NURSERY TODAY
Ruth Mueller & Kaitlen Ortman
ORGANIST/PIANIST
Cindy Siemens
OFFERING LAST WEEK
Church Budget (Designated)
$5,790.00
Building Maintenance
150.00
Harvey County Health Ministries
175.00
Interfaith School Supplies
300.00
MC USA
150.00
Neighbors
200.00
Nurture Ministry
20.00
Wednesday Supper
240.00
Western District Conference
150.00
OFFERING NEXT SUNDAY
Harvey County Health Ministries

