Halstead
First Mennonite
Church
April 4, 2021
Easter Sunday
Christ is risen! Alleluia! Welcome to
worship — and to resurrection life
— on this most joyous day.

Gathering Music- Kent Dick
Easter Jubilance - Porter
Festive Postlude on “Llanfair” - McDonald

Welcome and Announcements

Centering Music– Handbells
Thine is the Glory/Crown Him with Many Crowns

Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Christ is risen!
Alleluia!
The tomb is empty!
Alleluia!
Christ is alive!
Alleluia!

Praise Song- Low in the Grave He Lay – VT #333

Praise Song- Christ the Lord is Risen Today – HWB #280

Praise Song- Hear the Bells Ringing
Verse
Hear the bells ringing they're singing
That we can be born again
Hear the bells ringing they're singing
Christ is risen from the dead
The angel up on the tombstone said
He is risen just as He said
Quickly now go tell His disciples
That Jesus Christ is no longer dead
Chorus
Joy to the world
He is risen alleluia
He's risen alleluia
He's risen alleluia alleluia
(Alleluia)

Children’s Story

Praise Song- Lift Your Glad Voices – VT #340

Praise Song- In Christ Alone

Pastoral Prayer- Pastor Steve

Worship Music- Sing! The Lord is Risen - Choir

Scripture- John 20:1-18
1

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have
put him!”
3
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked
in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along
behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying
there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth
was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who
had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did
not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the
disciples went back to where they were staying.
11
Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into
the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one
at the head and the other at the foot.
13
They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put
him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
realize that it was Jesus.
15
He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have put him, and I will get him.”
16
Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means
“Teacher”).
17
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.’”
18
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And
she told them that he had said these things to her.

Acts 10:40-43
40

but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be
seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already
chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God
appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”

Message- Welcome to the Family! - Pastor Steve

Communion
Closing Song- King of Kings
Verse 1
In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from Heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfil the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt

Verse 3
And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who'd come
To the Father are restored

Chorus
Praise the Father
Praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of Glory
Majesty
Praise forever to the King of kings

Verse 4
And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this Gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me

Verse 2
To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
For even in Your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake You died

Benediction

Postlude- Kent Dick
The Trumpet Shall Sound - Handel

CALENDAR
April 6
April 7

April 8
April 10
April 11

7:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

VBS Meeting
Kids Club
Grab & Go Meal
Prayer Meeting
Women in Mission Spring Soiree on Zoom
Plants & Things for Sale at MCC Center
MCC Benefit Auction in Buhler
Adult Sunday school begins again
Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth Group

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The offering today is for Church Budget. Please place your offering in the offering box at the back of the
sanctuary or send to James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake, Burrton, KS 67020. The offering on April 11
is for Western District Conference.
Offering deposited on 4/1/21: Bethel College ($35.00); Church Budget ($645.00); March Birthday
($5.00); Building Maintenance ($100.00); MC USA ($710.00); Wednesday Supper ($75.00).
The Halstead Interfaith Council will donate funds to the Halstead - Bentley School District for the 20212022 school year, for backpacks and school supplies. If you would like to donate, please write a check to
First Mennonite Church, clearly designate that it is for Interfaith School Supplies and send the check to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake Rd., Burrton, KS 67020, or place the check in the offering box on
the usher's table. Our donations may be made any time during the month of April. Thank you for
helping with this important community project!
MCC Coin Collection: A jar is available at the back of the sanctuary for your donations. All proceeds will
benefit MCC water and food projects. Did you know that $50 will be enough to pipe spring water to
one village? Thank you for your generosity!
Camp Scholarships Available: Our church is offering camp scholarships to Mennonite Camps (which
include Camp Mennoscah and Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp) to youth that are part of our
congregation. Due to the pandemic, camp space is limited, so register early! Links to both camps are
below. For reimbursement, turn in a copy of your paid registration to Debbie Nightingale. If you have
any questions, contact Sandy Allen or Dwight Mueller.
Camp Mennoscah - https://www.campmennoscah.org/
Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp - https://www.rmmc.org/
Wednesday Kids Club continues through April 28 from 5-6 pm. We are studying the book of Proverbs,
in a kid-friendly format. Children ages 3 years to 6th grade are invited to join the fun! Grab-and-go meals
will be available for those who request them. Sign-up at: http://firstmennonitehalstead.org/wednesdays
Save the dates! Exciting outdoor opportunities for church fellowship are in the works. Camp
Mennoscah weekend is scheduled for May 1-2 and the Sunday school picnic is planned for June 13 at
Harvey County West Park.
Join Michael Danner, Mennonite Church USA’s associate executive director of Church Vitality, in a
webinar April 8 at 7 p.m. ET, as he interviews Elain Enns and Ched Myers, authors of “Healing Haunted
Histories:
A
Settler
Discipleship
of
Decolonization.”
Register
here: https://www.mennoniteusa.org/registration-decolonization
MCC Sale Announcements: 1. The Relief Sale is scheduled for July 2-3 on the State Fairgrounds. 2.
Because of the date of the sale, Plants and Things will be for sale April 10 from 9-6 at the MCC Center in
North Newton. If you have plants to donate, please take them there during the afternoon of April 9. 3.

A benefit auction will be held in Buhler on April 10 beginning at 9 am. See www.kansas.mccsale.org for
more information.
Newton Et Cetera Shop is grateful for your donated items, your volunteer time, and your shopping
enthusiasm! We have three requests for you this spring:
1. Please let your friends and neighbors know we're hiring a full-time Home Goods Manager! The job
description and applications are available on our website (newtonetceterashop.com) and at our shop;
applications are due April 19, 2021.
2. We are in need of high-quality furniture, toys and home goods at this time. Our current donation
schedule is the first and third Wednesday of each month, 9:30-6:00, and we hope to add Wednesdays in
April and May.
3. We welcome new volunteers! Amazingly, we welcomed the same number of new volunteers (40!) in
2020 in the midst of a pandemic, as we did in 2019! If you're interested in learning more, please visit our
website or Facebook page, send us an email expressing interest to manager@newtonetceterashop.com,
or call us at 316-283-9461. Thank you for supporting your local MCC Thrift Shop!
Due to Covid-19 concerns, the WDC staff has worked from their homes for the last several
months. Now, with lower positivity rates and vaccine availability, the WDC office plans to again be open
beginning Tuesday, April 6 at 8 am. Visitor protocols will include wearing a mask and social distancing
from others. Hand sanitizers will also be available. At this time, Resource Library materials will be
available by lobby pick up only, but it is hoped that patrons will be able to enter the library again soon.
Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church, Goessel, KS, is pleased to host the Service of Ordination for Lead
Pastor Caleb Yoder on Sunday, April 11, at 4:00 pm. COVID precautions will be followed, including social
distancing, required masks, and no congregational singing. A quartet will sing from the stage. Guests are
welcome to join by livestream; email alexmenno@mtelco.net for the Zoom link.
Men and Boys Retreat, April 16-18, at Camp Mennoscah! Come to Camp Mennoscah for this longstanding, guys-only retreat! Spend time fishing, canoeing, worshiping, sitting by the fire, or visiting with
friends in fellowship. The official beginning to the weekend is Saturday morning, but many arrive on
Friday. Meals can be purchased for Saturday night, Sunday morning and lunch. People are welcome
Friday, but no meals or entertainment will be provided. Meals available for an additional cost. No preregistration. Registration and payment will take place upon arrival. For more information contact Kevin
Neufeld at 316-322-5515.
It's time to finish the Campfire Amphitheater at Camp Mennoscah! We'd like to have this ready for the
summer youth camps. Work days are scheduled for the following days: April 9 to 10, May 14-15. Arrive
by 9 am and check in at the North cabin area. Please email office@campmennoscah.org or call 620-2973290 to volunteer for this project. Let us know by the Tuesday before!
Bethel College Upcoming Events: Sun., April 25: KIPCOR Peace Lecture with Leonard Pitts (virtual).
Registration is now open at kipcor.org. Fri.-Sat., April 30-May 1 (including Saturday matinee): spring
play, I and You by Lauren Gunderson (in person); Sun., May 2: Outdoor choral concert.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
● Please pray for John Pjesky who is hospitalized in NMC Health with multiple health issues. Pray for
John’s healing and strength and for Jo as she supports him.
● Western District Conference: Give thanks for the joy of resurrection, as WDC congregations celebrate
Easter and bear witness to new life, healing and hope in Jesus!
● Mennonite Mission Network: On this Easter Sunday, pray with Mennonite Mission Network that the
continuing need to proclaim Jesus’ resurrection and his offer of new life is met in the land where he
lived. Nazareth Hospital, in Israel, is seeking volunteer chaplains to provide holistic care for patients
from diverse religious backgrounds. May God inspire and equip qualified people to respond.

