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The greatest commandments are to love God and neighbor. Welcome
to worship, where we’re strengthened in God’s love so we can better
love others. May God’s grace nourish you.

Gathering Music- Cindy Siemens

Welcome and Announcements
October Birthday Offering

Centering Music- Cindy Siemens

Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Brothers and sisters, we are loved by God.
The ruler of heaven and earth knows us by name.
God hears and answers our cries for help.
God shows compassion and kindness to us.
May our lives praise and magnify our great and awesome God.
We have come to worship the one whose image is
imprinted within us.

Praise Song- “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus - HWB #340

Praise Song- My Hope is Built on Nothing Less – HWB #343

Praise Song- Jesus, Be the Center
Verse 1
Jesus be the center
Be my source be my light
Jesus
Verse 2
Jesus be the center
Be my hope be my song
Jesus
Chorus
Be the fire in my heart
Be the wind in these sails
Be the reason that I live
Jesus Jesus
Verse 3
Jesus be my vision
Be my path be my guide
Jesus

Children’s Story

Praise Song- Holiness (Take My Life)
Verse 1
Holiness holiness
Is what I long for
Holiness is what I need
Holiness holiness
Is what You want from me
Verse 2
Faithfulness faithfulness
Is what I long for
Faithfulness is what I need
Faithfulness faithfulness
Is what You want from me

Chorus
So take my heart and form it
Take my mind transform it
Take my will conform it
To Yours to Yours oh Lord
Verse 3
Righteousness righteousness
Is what I long for
Righteousness is what I need
Righteousness righteousness
Is what You want from me

Praise Song – Christian, Let Your Burning Light – HWB #402

Pastoral Prayer
Scripture Reading- Matthew 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They
sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said,
“we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God
in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay
no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it
right to pay the imperial tax[a] to Caesar or not?” But Jesus, knowing their
evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show
me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, and he
asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” “Caesar’s,” they
replied. Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and
to God what is God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left
him and went away.
Message– How to Vote in the Coming Election - Pastor Steve
Closing Song- Build Your Kingdom Here
Verse 1
Come set Your rule and reign
In our hearts again
Increase in us we pray
Unveil why we're made
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope
Like wildfire in our very souls
Holy Spirit come invade us now
We are Your church
We need Your pow'r in us

Chorus
Build Your kingdom here
Let the darkness fear
Show Your mighty hand
Heal our streets and land
Set Your church on fire
Win this nation back
Change the atmosphere
Build Your kingdom here we pray

Verse 2
We seek Your kingdom first
We hunger and we thirst
Refuse to waste our lives
For You're our joy and prize
To see the captives' hearts released
The hurt the sick the poor at peace
We lay down our lives for heaven's cause
We are Your church
We pray revive this earth

Verse 3
Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r
Reaching the near and far
No force of hell can stop
Your beauty changing hearts
You made us for much more than this
Awake the kingdom seed in us
Fill us with the strength and love of
Christ
We are Your church
We are the hope on earth

Benediction
Postlude- Cindy Siemens

CALENDAR
Oct. 25
Oct. 27
Oct. 28

6:00
6:00
7:45
5:00
6:00
6:30

pm
pm
am
pm
pm
pm

Mom’s Group
Jr. High Youth Group
Early Birds Breakfast
Kids Club
Grab & Go Meal
Prayer Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The offering today is for Western District Conference. Please place your offering in
the offering box at the back of the sanctuary or send to James Nightingale, 2819 N.
Spring Lake, Burrton, KS 67020. The offering on Nov. 1 is for MC USA.
The Vision Team has completed the Pastor/Congregation review for 2020 and
the Western District Conference Consultant, Marv Zehr, has compiled a summary based
on your responses. Our plan is to use the Sunday school time on November 8 at
9:15am to present the summary to the congregation. We hope to have a Zoom option
available so that those who wish to participate remotely can do so. The Zoom meeting
information will be sent out sometime before Nov. 8. You can direct any questions or
comments to Jason Smoker. We also plan to have a vote to affirm Pastor Steve's next
three years at First Mennonite Church of Halstead sometime in the weeks following the
review presentation.
The rose at the front today is to celebrate the 93rd birthday of Lorraine Siemens on
October 22. Happy birthday Lorraine!
Secretary Notes: I want to apologize for leaving a few people off the new gmail
mailing list I created about a month ago. Please let me know if you ever stop receiving
emails or regular mail from the church office for any reason. I really appreciate it when
I am notified of these mistakes. Also, there is a recent newsletter from Peace
Connections on the bulletin board as well as a thank you from Saint Francis Ministries.
Finally, the deadline for the November newsletter is Monday, October 26. Thank you.
The Franz family has decided to honor Joyce at a private family graveside service
later in November. They also plan to have a larger gathering sometime in 2021 at the
church with lots of music. Memorials have been designated to Kidron Bethel and to our
church. If you’d like to send your condolences to the family their addresses are printed
here.
Kathy and Bruce Graham
5806 SW Clarion Lakes Way
Topeka, KS 66610

Alan Franz and Tim Host
11604 Colmar St.
Dallas, TX 75218

Sharon and David Morford
10206 E. 19th St. N.
Wichita, KS 67206

Unfortunately the Hog Roast was unable to happen this year. The committee had
chosen Camp Mennoscah as the mission offering recipient as Camp Mennoscah
experienced lost finances due to Covid 19. Since last Sunday’s offering was designated
for the Hog Roast Mission (Camp Mennoscah) and we did not have services or the Hog
Roast event, please consider giving a gift to Camp Mennoscah. You can write your
check to the church and designate in the memo line that it is for Hog Roast Mission.
Thank you!
Nurture Ministry News: The elementary children moved inside for Sunday school
today. The Anchor Class will continue to meet in Stauffer Hall for a DVD study
beginning next Sunday. Anyone is welcome to join them.

Mennonite Central Committee Meat Canning in North Newton November 10-12
(Tuesday through Thursday). Work begins at 7 am, and time commitment can vary
from a few hours to most of the day. The canner will be completing 4 batches per day,
rather than 6-7 batches as was done in previous years. Meat canning workers will be
more spread out during the work shifts to promote social distancing. There is still a
domestic and international need for MCC canned meat, so let's do all we CAN (pun
intended). Please contribute your labor, and your monetary resources. Please write
checks to First Mennonite Church, with meat canning in the memo. Place these in the
offering box by November 15, or as soon as possible. Speak with Chuck Mueller for
more information. 620 951-4142
Kids Club plans to meet for their final session this fall on Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 5
pm for a game night. Thank you to all those involved in providing this activity for our
children! The grab-and-go supper will be available at 6 pm for those who signed-up.
Grave dowsing and program at Garden Valley cemetery, Sunday October 25 at
2:00.The Halstead Historical Society invites you to Explore Early community history.
Garden Valley Cemetery is hidden in a field about six and a half miles north of Highway
50 on Essex Heights Road (one mile east of Halstead Cemetery) on the east side of the
road. Until recently it was not being maintained until Pat and Bonnie Wendling stepped
up to care for it. A few gravestones remain there from very early residents in our area.
Vince Marshall of Valley Center will demonstrate dowsing for additional unmarked
graves. Transportation will be provided from the road into the cemetery for those who
do not care to walk. You may bring a lawn chair.
Camp Mennoscah is a year-round campground! Ask about winterized facilities or
conquer the prairie wilds in a tent. It's a whole new world in the winter--and available
for you! Contact Camp Mennoscah at 620-297-3290 to make a reservation.
If you registered for the 2020 Bethel College Menno Simons Lectures online,
don’t forget to tune in! The overall series title is “Towards an Anabaptist Catholicity,”
with César García, general secretary of Mennonite World Conference.
Lecture 1: “Anabaptist Catholicity: A Definition,” Sun., Oct. 25, 7 p.m. (live online with
Q&A to follow)
Lecture 2: “Anabaptist Catholicity as Centripetal Force,” Mon., Oct. 26, 11 a.m. (prerecorded
as
part
of
the
college
Convocation
series,
https://www.bethelks.edu/academics/convocation-lectures/convocation)
Lecture 3: “Anabaptist Catholicity as Centrifugal Force,” Mon., Oct. 26, 7 p.m. (live
online with Q&A to follow)
[If reading this before the end of the day Friday, Oct. 23, the registration link
is https://forms.gle/t55EqQjrttWn4md8A All registered participants will receive the
Zoom link a day or so before the series begins.]
Last week to see “Forthcoming,” photography by David Long, in the Regier
Gallery in Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel College (exhibit closes Fri., Oct.
30). Gallery hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Fri. Face coverings must be worn on the Bethel
campus; events subject to change according to current COVID status.
Thurs., Nov. 5, 7 p.m. – The KIPCOR Peace Lecture series presents journalist and
best-selling author Sarah Smarsh, in an online format. Smarsh is the author of two
acclaimed books on poverty and class in America, Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard
and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth and, just released, She Come By It
Natural: Dolly Parton and the Women Who Lived Her Songs. To register for the Zoom
link, go to kipcor.org, click on the event and scroll down to the “Register Now” button.
Mask Ask! MCC is responding to a request from people on the Northern Cheyenne
reservation in southeastern Montana for cloth face masks to help stop the spread of
COVID-19. If you would like to sew masks, please use the following guidelines:-Adult
sized, -Use at least 2 layers of good quality cotton fabric (solid colors preferred), Elastic ear loops, -Nose wire/filter pockets optional. Please ship purchased or completed
masks to the MCC Central States Material Resources Center (Attn: Kate Mast) at 121

East 30th Street, North Newton, KS 67117, or drop off in the 24 hour donation room at
MCC by November 15th. They will all be collected and transported to Montana in time
for the winter season. Questions? Please contact katemast@mcc.org.
The Tabor Church Mennonite Men would like to invite everyone to the annual
chicken barbeque on Nov. 5 from 5-7 pm or until the food runs out. This year it will be
a to-go pick up meal. The menu is BBQ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, dinner roll and
ice cream and the food will taste great as usual. From the south end of the east
parking lot please drive around the south side of the church under the overhang to
place your donation and pick up your meal(s). The funds raised will go to Mennonite
Central Committee and Bethesda Home in Goessel. The church is located 8 miles north
of Newton to 90th then 1 mile east or 3 miles south and 1 east of Goessel.
Thumbnail Comparison of Candidates on Immigration policy, asylum, and
deportation: The WDC Immigration Task Force invites you to review this brief
comparison
between
the
presidential
candidates
on
immigration
issues
here: https://mennoniteswithoutborders.org/blog/candidates-immigrationpolicies/. We voters are the voice for the voiceless. “Come, you that are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom that is prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink; I was a stranger and you welcomed me; I was naked and you gave
me clothing; I was sick and you took care of me; I was in prison and you visited me”
(Matthew 25.34-35).

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
● Please keep the family of Joyce Franz in prayer as they mourn her passing and make
plans for celebrating her life.
● Keep Kris Mueller’s cousin, Ruth Haury Jacob, in your prayers as she recovers from
major back surgery last week. Pray her pain will cease and she will regain feeling in
her lower left leg and foot.
● Western District Conference: Pray for pastors in WDC, as they provide congregational
leadership and care during challenging times.
● Mennonite Mission Network: Pray for Mennonite Mission Network’s partner DOOR and
UpNext, DOOR’s mentorship program for young women of color desiring to explore
the intersection of faith and justice. Pray for these young adult leaders and their
mentors to make a positive impact in their communities as they apply faith-based
leadership models.

