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Believing In
Sometimes we get caught up in
thinking we need to understand God in order
to have faith. But faith is more about trust
than knowledge; it’s more about believing
in someone than believing information. A
child, for instance, doesn’t have to know the
precise roads to Grandma’s house; he only
needs to believe in his parents and their ability and desire to get him there safely. Similarly, we need not understand all the intricacies of how God works; we can take a cue
from the disciples and let belief in the risen
Christ transform and empower us.
In the words of Madeleine L’Engle
(The Rock That Is Higher): “ The disciples
did not bother to try to understand the resurrection body. They doubted, and then they
believed. They believed something so wonderful that it changed this broken, fragmented, beaten-down little group of men and
women in a moment from depression to enthusiasm, from despair to new life, vibrant
and unafraid.”
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Cultivating Kindness
Kind hearts are the gardens.
Kind thoughts are the roots.
Kind words are the flowers.
Kind deeds are the fruits.
Take care of your garden
and keep out the weeds.
Fill it with sunshine,
kind words and kind deeds.
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Sunday School at 9:15 am
Worship at 10:30 am and
Live Streaming at 10:30 am on the
church Facebook page

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
in the love of Christ.

When is Easter?
In beginning to plan for Easter services I wondered, what determines when
Easter is? Some holidays are a specific date
and others are a specific space, like a second Friday. So how is Easter determined?
Easter Sunday is held on the first
Sunday after the first full moon occurring
on or after the vernal equinox, the moment
the Sun crosses the celestial equator (the
imaginary line in the sky above the Earth’s
equator)
from
south
to
north
(www.timeanddate.com). In other words,
Easter Sunday is tied to the transitions of
nature so that the date moves from year to
year.
There are a number of reasons why
they do it this way but there were two I
thought were helpful to think about. First,
Easter is always associated with change in
the seasons. Something new is happening.

The world is about to change and will soon
look different all around us. Second, Easter
does not have an exact date. This connects
with the understanding that, in a way, every
Sunday is Easter. It isn’t just one day a year
that we celebrate our Savior’s resurrection!
Easter is the way we live our faith, pray,
support each other, and gather together as
the body of Christ. The Bible never says celebrate Easter on one specific day. Instead, it
encourages disciples to live Easter’s good
news of new life in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ everyday.
Where do you see Jesus? How are
you experiencing new life in this Easter season? The good news of Easter tells us that
wherever we look, regardless of what day it
is, Jesus is there, waiting to be seen, waiting
for our eyes to open and see new life and
new possibilities.
Blessings, Pastor Steve

In the Garden…

In 1912, as Charles Austin Miles grabbed his
Bible, it opened to John 20. Reading the account of Mary Magdalene
outside the garden tomb where Jesus’ body had been laid, Miles felt
powerfully that he was there. Inspired, he quickly wrote the poem “In
the Garden” and later composed the music. This hymn might seem sentimental and trite, if understood to refer to just any garden. But the song
takes on profound meaning when recognized as Mary’s personal encounter with the living Lord.

And he walks with me, and he talks with me,
And he tells me I am his own,
And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known!
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Camp Mennoscah








Men & Boys Retreat will be April 16-18.
People are welcome on Friday, but no
meals or entertainment provided. Meals
can be purchased for Saturday night,
Sunday morning and lunch. Registration
and payment will take place upon arrival.
For more information contact Kevin
Neufeld at 316-322-5515.
Camp is looking for HUGE tents to borrow (large enough for 8-10 bunk beds).
If you have one stored away and are
willing to lend it for the summer, please
contact us at 620-297-3290.
Let’s finish the Campfire Amphitheater!
Work days are scheduled for April 2-3,
April 9-10 and May 14-15. Check in
around 9 am. Call 620-297-3290 or
email office@campmennoscah.org to
volunteer.
Kitchen staff & Nurses needed! Contact
Camp if you can help in these positions.

Expanding our view of service…

Walk A Mile
The Walk A
Mile program at EmberHope Youthville is a
therapeutic program that
provides a path towards healing for youth
in the foster care system. The program is 8
weeks and provides youth an opportunity
for new awareness and understanding as
well as for creating. The program is named
Walk A Mile based on the adage “Walk a
mile in my shoes.” Each artist creates a
shoe that tells their personal story.
These incredible works of art will
be on display at Mark Arts in Wichita, May
8-28 in the Youth Gallery. Thank you for
supporting EmberHope with your prayers
and donations. If you’d like to contribute
please send donations to 900 W. Broadway, PO Box 210, Newton, KS 67114.
emberhope.org

We often think of serving in terms of Matthew
25: supplying food and clothing; caring for the sick, incarcerated and other “least of these” members of society — serving Jesus in the process. But we also can serve him with our unique talents
and by doing things we love.
For example, Ged King, a barber in England, devotes some of his
time off to giving homeless people free haircuts. Imagine Jesus saying,
“For my hair was long and scraggly, and you cut it” — or “My heart was
lonely, and you played music to lift my spirits. I could no longer read
small print, and you read to me. I have to work two jobs, and you invited
my child to spend afternoons crafting with you. My car broke down, and
you repaired it.” Then the King will say, “Come, you who are blessed by
my Father … whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:34, 40, NIV).
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WDC Women in
Mission Spring Soiree
All women and girls are invited to the
WDC Women in Mission Spring Soiree on
Thursday, April 8 at 7 pm. Gather for a virtual
night of worship, music and a reflection on
“Faith in Turbulent Times” by Georgia Metz,
M.Div.
Email
WDWM2021SpringSoiree@gmail.com to register by April 5. A
zoom link will be sent to registered participants
prior to the event.

The Triumphant Quartet
Concert
Tabor College in Hillsboro is sponsoring The Triumphant Quartet on Sunday, April
25 at 7 pm in the Richert Auditorium of the
Shari Flaming Center for the Arts. Tickets are
required and can be purchased at
www.tabor.edu/tickets or call 620-947-3121,
ext. 1401. Come enjoy an evening of worship
and gospel music!

April Calendar
April 2
April 3
April 4
April 6
April 7

Church Announcements

April 8

1. The Neighbors Store is in need of
creamed soups and salad dressings.
2. The deadline for the May newsletter is
April 26.
3. Offering schedule for April:
April 4: Chur ch Budget
April 11: WDC
April 18: Har vey Co. Health Ministr ies
April 25: MC USA

April 10 9:00 am
9:00 am
April 11 9:15 am

Your offerings may be sent directly to
James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring Lake,
Burrton, KS 67020 or put in the offering box
on the usher’s table. Thank you for your faithful giving.

April 25

April 14
April 21

April 26
April 28
May 1-2

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/21 12,948.17
January receipts
6,264.78
January expenses
(10,103.15)
Budget balance @ 01/31/21
9,109.80
February receipts
8,929.77
February expenses
(10,694.99)
Budget balance @ 02/28/21
7,344.58

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:45 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm

Good Friday Service
MCC Bohne Beroggi Sale
Easter Sunrise Service
Children’s Sunday School
Easter Worship Service
VBS Meeting
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
WDC Women in Mission
Spring Soiree
MCC Plant & Things Sale
MCC Benefit Auction
Adult Sunday School
Begins
Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
Jr. High Youth
Nurture Meeting
Covid Task Force
Church Council
Kids Club
Prayer Meeting
Camp Mennoscah

Prayers & Praises
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7:30 pm
9:30 am
7:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Praise God for the celebration of our Risen
Lord on Easter. Hallelujah!
Pray for John Pjesky who is hospitalized in
NMC Health for multiple health issues. Pray
for John’s healing and strength and for Jo as
she supports him.
Pray for Leon & Janet Schmidt. Janet’s
brother, Mike Gissel, passed away on Feb. 9.
A memorial service will be held in May.
3

Vacation Bible School
The Halstead Community VBS will be
held June 1-4, 2021
from 9-11:30 am.
Children ages 3 years
to entering 5th grade
are invited to join the
fun as we discover
how Jesus' Power Pulls Us Through! The
VBS Planning Committee is discussing
best ways to utilize outside areas and larger
areas inside the church, along with other
health and safety precautions.
Please register your kids as early as
possible to help us in the planning process.
http://firstmennonitehalstead.org/vbs

Volunteers are needed! If you feel led to
help out as Crew Leaders, Junior Crew
Leaders (entering 6th and 7th grade), or as
the Games or KidVid Leader, please talk
with Kaitlen or complete the Volunteer
Registration linked to the church website
page.

Nurture Ministry News
The elementary Sunday school class
will move their location to outside in the
park on April 11. The plan is to use the gazebo area as it’s available. An adult Sunday
school class will also begin on April 11 in
Stauffer Hall. Chuck Haspels will be facilitating this study.
The spring quarter Sunday school
mission offering project is designated for
Camp Mennoscah. Please give your donations to our treasurer, Kent Dick.
The Walnut Grove area on the east
side of Harvey County West Park has been
reserved for the Sunday school picnic on
June 13. It will be a bring-you-own-picnic
instead of a potluck for safety reasons.
Mark your calendars! More information
will be available next month.
Kids Club will continue to meet on
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm through April 28.

Proverbs 22:6
“Start children off on the way they
should go, and even when they
are old they will not turn from it.”
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Earth Day is April 22!

Misc...
A Conversation About Justice &
Peace for Palestine & Israel: The Western
District Conference Israel - Palestine Task
Force
is
hosting
an
informal Conversation About Justice & Peace for
Palestine & Israel. The one-hour Zoom
meeting will occur on April 13 at 7 pm
CDT. The purpose of the meeting is to create
a safe space where informal dialogue can occur with WDC Mennonite Churches. The
agenda will include a welcome & overview,
reflections on Gaza Twinning, a report on
current conditions in Gaza and the West
Bank, followed by breakout groups where
discussions will take place. There is no cost
to participate.
To register for the meeting please email to wdc@mennowdc.org. A Zoom link
will be provided. Additional information may
be obtained by contacting Kathy Neufeld
Dunn at kathynd@mennowdc.org.

The award winning traveling exhibit Voices of Conscience: Peace Witness in the
Great War has returned to the Western District Conference region.
It is currently on display at Stauth
Memorial Museum in Montezuma, Kansas
through Saturday May 1. The exhibit lifts up
the prophetic insights and the personal courage of World War I peace protesters, and suggests parallels to the culture of war and violence in our world today. Developed and
traveled by Kauffman Museum at Bethel College.
To
learn
more
visit VoicesOfConscienceExhibit.org

Be a
Caremongerer
At the start of
the coronavirus pandemic, a mutual-aid
movement dubbed as
“caremongering” quickly spread throughout
Canada. Within 72
hours, 35 Facebook
groups were launched
so people could request and offer assistance.
This altruistic effort is essentially the
opposite of fearmongering. “We wanted to
switch that around and get people to connect
on a positive level,” says Mita Hans, who
helped set up the first group. The movement,
she adds, “spread the opposite of panic in
people, brought out community and camaraderie, and allowed us to tackle the needs of
those who are at-risk all the time — now
more than ever.”
One disabled man in Halifax who
received aid through a caremongering group
said it felt “like a hug.” That’s intentional,
says participant Valentina Harper. “I think it
is really showing people there is still hope
for humanity.” When the pandemic is history, may we all continue to be caremongerers
in our communities.

“Wisdom is oftentimes nearer
when we stoop
than when we soar.”
—William Wordsworth
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April
Celebrations
1
3
3
4
5
6
7
7
10 (A)
11
13
14
14 (A)
16
16
18
18
19
19 (A)
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22 (A)
23
23
24 (A)
24
24
24
25 (A)
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Morgan Haury
Lu Siemens
Laryssa Stahl
Marilyn Mueller
Kristy Mueller
Marylin Balzer
Jim Sutcliffe
Cathleen Frost
Kevin & Heather Finley
Sage Rose
Raquel Wilcox
Tom Koehn
Jim & Joyce Koehn (65 yrs.)
Harley Mohler
Melissa Vogt
Eli Wilcox
David Friesen
Pauline Regier
Richard & Robyn Schmidling
Alan Mueller
Joyce Rodenberg
Pamela Keller
Boyd Koehn (90 yrs.)
Amanda Keiser
Maeanna Regier
Matthew Regier
Kenneth & Audra Black
Jim Koehn
Dee Ann Lintz
Steve & Raquel Wilcox
Elizabeth Navarro
Hannah Finley
Arnita Haury
Bill & Betty Schowalter (52 yrs.)

25 (A)
26
27 (A)
28
28
28
30 (A)

Dan & Wilma Mueller
Leon Schmidt
Elvin & Sue Conard (53 yrs.)
Mark Rodenberg
Robyn Schmidling
Katie Penner
Bruce & Larisa Nightingale

MCC Alumni Gathering
MCC Alumni Gathering, July 9-11
at Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp! All
MCC alumni are invited to Colorado to relax in the cool mountain air this summer.
We realize there is still uncertainty about
summer activities due to COVID-19. At this
point, we are planning to have this gathering, all registrations will be refunded if the
event gets cancelled. We ask that you still
go ahead and register if you plan to attend.
Find all the details, including COVID-19
protocols that the camp is following and
REGISTER at mcc.org/alumni-gathering.

Church Council Notes
from March 15, 2021
 The Discernment Team (Ruth) reported













they have met and organized their work.
Raquel Wilcox, Teresa Gundy, Marge
Gundy and Dorothy Dick have joined the
library committee.
The Vision Team (Chuck M.) reported
that PCRC has met. They will review
their policies and procedures. The Covenant of Understanding was discussed.
Working on a Membership Covenant.
The Care Ministry (Ron D.) reported that
they have talked with those who have had
deaths in their families. Communion will
be April 4. The MCC Sale is July 2-3.
The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen) is discussing a Sunday picnic in the park soon.
Care Portal has filled a few requests.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight) reported
the Verenike Supper went better than expected. Proceeds were sent to the Central
Kansas Community Foundation to e used
for local Covid relief.
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie N.) reported that adult Sunday school will begin
April 11 and the elementary children’s
classes will move outside. Kids Club is
March 24-April 28. VBS will be June 1-4
with options begin discussed for safety.
The Sunday school picnic will be June 13
at Harvey County West Park and it will be
a bring-your-own-picnic style. No potluck for safety reasons.
The Stewardship Ministry (James N.) has
met via email. The artificial turf was discussed. A new amp that is buzzing is be-

ing considered for purchase. Discussion
followed as to other possible fixes for this
issue.
 The Worship Ministry (Denice) reported
they are planning Easter and Good Friday
services. The new hymnals are being used
and not everyone is happy with them.
 Pastor Steve asked for prayers for the
Covid Task Force as they make plans for
the church.
 In New Business: Camp Mennoscah
weekend was discussed and it was decided
to plan for it May 1-2.
Next meeting: April 26 at 7:30 pm
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It’s About Us
Matuor Dot Alier is a social worker
in North Dakota. A long, difficult journey —
and the memory of his grandfather’s words
— brought him from a childhood in Africa to
his life today.
Alier fled with his brother and thousands of other youths when Sudanese soldiers attacked South Sudan. The children
walked hundreds of miles with little food or
water to a refugee camp in Ethiopia. In 2006,
Alier and his brother arrived in Philadelphia,
where they were sponsored and supported by
a Lutheran church. Upon moving to Fargo
some years later, Alier helped start a church
where people who had survived war, displacement and other traumas could find healing, joy and love.
“My grandfather used to say, ‘I cannot be whole unless everyone is whole,’”
Alier shares. “I use this saying a lot to help
me stay in a close relationship with others. It
means that we need each other’s support to
survive and thrive. I don’t want to be the only one doing well if others aren’t doing well.
It’s not just about me — it’s about us.”
—adapted from Living Lutheran

2021 Kansas Relief Sale

The 2021 Kansas Mennonite Relief
Sale is planned for July 2-3 at the State Fairgrounds in Hutchinson. Below are several
events that will be held prior to those dates.
 Bohne Beroggi will be sold at
Moundridge High School on April 3 between 9:30-10:30 am.
 Plants & Things will accept donations at
the MCC Center in North Newton April 9
in the afternoon. The sale will be April
10 from 9:00 am-6:00 pm at the same location.
 The Run/Walk for Relief will be July 3.
Fellowship Meals will look different
this year. Choose a date anytime between
now and July 1 and plan your own meal.
Here are suggestions:
1. Invite someone over for a meal.
2. Have an outdoor BBQ or picnic.
3. Prepare a meal to sell and deliver it or
have them pick it up.
4. Prepare a meal and serve it after church.
5. Brainstorm your own money-making project.
You may suggest that guests donate
$20 for adults and $6 for children. However,
any donation amount is fine as no gift is too
small. If you choose to participate, give your
name to Lois Loflin as well as the money and
the date you collected it.
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Interfaith Council
Backpack Project
It is the time of year that the
Halstead Interfaith Council plans a donation
to the Halstead-Bentley School District
for Backpacks and School Supplies. This
community project is always very much appreciated by the School District, the students and their families, and the teachers.
If you would like to donate to this
project, please write a check to First Mennonite Church, clearly designate that it is
for Interfaith School Supplies, and send the
check to James Nightingale, 2819 N. Spring
Lake Rd., Burrton, KS 67020, or put the
check in the offering box on the usher's table.
We may donate any time throughout
the month of April. Funds will be forwarded to the Interfaith Council the first week of
May and then on to the School District. That is when the School District will
order supplies for the 2021-2022 school
year.
Thank you for your donations to this
important community project!

“The very first Easter taught us
this: that life never ends and
love never dies.”
—Kate McGahan

Encourage Wonder…
For a new perspective on Bible accounts
you’ve heard over and
over, play “I Wonder”
with children and adults
alike. Similar to “I Spy,”
it encourages a deeper dive into familiar passages.
Simply explore ideas that
aren’t detailed in the Bible, starting with the
phrase “I wonder.” For example:
 I wonder if any Roman soldier was
standing in the back not mocking Jesus
(Matthew 27:27-31). If
 so, what was he thinking as others threw
about insults?
 I wonder how long it took Joseph of Arimathea to cut his own tomb out of the
rock (Matthew 27:57-60). What did he
think about as he worked?
 The day after Jesus’ ascension, I wonder
which disciple spoke first at breakfast —
and what he said.
Scholars may have chimed in on
some of these ponderings, but there’s likely
no right answer. Playing “I Wonder” can
help you slow down to really pay attention
and experience more of a Bible passage —
especially one you seem to know by rote.
Add meaning to this year’s Easter
celebration by letting your wonder wander
during Holy Week. Then continue the practice whenever you’re eager to gain new insights on the “old, old story … of Jesus and
his love.”
—Janna Firestone
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