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What Easter Does
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is
life-changing and life-giving for his followers. But, as Henry Knox Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news … does not change the
contemporary world.” On earth, we still
must deal with sin, pain, death and brokenness. And “still before us lie work, discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds. What Easter
does, though, is provide Christians with “the
spiritual power to do the work, accept the
discipline and make the sacrifice.”
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear our worldly troubles with
joy, peace and hope. His resurrection assures us that trials, tears and suffering are
only temporary, while eternal victory and
life with Jesus are permanent.
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Christ has Triumphed!
Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;
Death is strong, but life is stronger.
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right.
Faith and hope triumphant say,
Christ will rise on Easter Day.
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Halstead, KS 67056
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Steve Wilcox, Pastor
Office Phone (316) 835-2282
Steve’s Cell (316)-322-5651
rskw13@gmail.com
Sunday School—9:30 a.m.
Worship Service—10:45 a.m.

—Phillips Brooks

First Mennonite Church
427 West 4th
Halstead, KS 67056

“We are a community of
believers who follow Jesus
Christ as we receive and
share God’s love.”
We, of First Mennonite Church,
Valuing the convictions
of our faith,
Endeavor to:
Engage our members in ministry,
Expand community outreach,
Embrace new people,
In the love of Christ.

Holy Conversations
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim His
name; make known among the nations
what He has done.”
Psalm 105:1

2

I wanted to take an opportunity to
share some of my reflections on the Faith
Formation Questionnaires thus far. First I
am so thankful for the many people who
have chosen to return them and wish I
could meet with people more quickly!
When I started this project my
thoughts were simply to provide an opportunity to get to know people more and
to get us thinking and talking some about
our faith journeys. My focus was outward; that this could be a good thing for
those who want to take part. However, I
did not envision how much of a blessing
these meetings would be to me. I have left
each meeting with people feeling uplifted
and blessed to have shared these holy moments.
As people have allowed me to
hear some of their life's journey to this
point, it has been such a rich illustration
of the varied tapestry of the children of
God that we are. Some have had easier
paths while others have walked a harder
road. Some have encountered relatively
smooth sailing while others have encountered brokenness, pain, and doubt. Some
have found faith early and never looked
back, while others have had an entirely
different journey. I find so much inspiration in the variety, experience, and faith
that people have shared with me. We all

carry different stories yet these stories intersect, merge, and blend with each other.
Many of us have had different starting places and different intersections along the way,
yet now for a time we are together worshiping the same Lord!
Again my heartfelt thanks to you all
as the congregation for allowing me to enter
into and hear your stories of faith, the uplifting, difficult, inspiring, broken, questioning, wounded, loving, and so on. They have
truly been blessed and holy meetings for
me.
Blessings, Pastor Steve

Camp Mennoscah



We know you're out there, cookie bakers
and potato peelers! Camp Mennoscah is
looking for kitchen helpers for the weeks
of June 9-15, June 23-29, and July 1420. No great skills are needed; following
directions is all that is necessary (but a
fun-loving heart helps). Parents receive
a camper discount up to full camp
fees! (PS--The kitchen is now airconditioned.)



Men and Boys Retreat is April 5-7 at
Camp Mennoscah. It is a retreat for all
ages of men and boys. Brad Roth will be
our speaker for the weekend. There is no
pre-registration, but lodging is available
on a first-come, first-served basis. Saturday supper is the first meal provided. Questions? Contact Kevin Neufeld
at kevinneufeld2@gmail.com or 316-322
-5515.



Retirees Retreat at Camp Mennoscah,
April 22-24! We can't wait to see retirees of all ages for a time of renewal with
sessions on everything from trips to Central America and Ukraine to Reader's
Theater and a steel drum concert. There
is time to take a break or go for a walk or
have coffee and conversation. Singing
and Bible studies included.



Work and Play Day at Camp Mennoscah coming soon! Our first Work &
Play Day of the year is April 27. We'll
start work projects at 8:30am and end at
2:30pm, just in time for you to spend
the rest of the afternoon playing. A
simple lunch will be served. All ages
invited; those under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.
Contact us at:
www.campmennoscah.org
or 620-297-3290
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Concert Opportunity
Hesston-Bethel Performing Arts presents The Ruth Moody Band at 7:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 9, at Bethel College's Memorial Hall. Moody is member of The Wailin' Jennys. Purchase tickets at hesstonbethel.org. In addition to the concert, Moody
and singer-songwriter, Anthony da Costa
will offer a song-writing and arranging
workshop on Wednesday, April 10, from
10:30 a.m. to noon at Memorial Hall. Seating is limited for the workshop, so if you
would like to attend, please email holly.swartzendruber@hesston.edu by April 1.
If you have an original song you would like
to perform at the workshop, please include a
video file or link to the song to be considered.

Articles Wanted
The Mennonite, Inc., invites your
original submissions for our May 2019 print
magazine issue and corresponding online
content focusing on God so loved the
whole world. https://themennonite.org/may
-2019-call-for-submissions-god-lovedwhole-world/

He is Risen!
W.E. Sangster (1900-1960), a wellknown pastor in England, contracted a progressive, incurable muscle disease. He lost
the ability to move his legs, and eventually
his voice faded away. Because Sangster
wanted to continue serving God even though
he could no longer preach, he became a prolific writer and organized prayer cells
throughout England.
On Easter morning, shortly before his
death, Sangster wrote a note to his daughter
in an unsteady hand. “It is terrible to wake
up on Easter morning and have no voice to
shout, ‘He is risen!’” he wrote. “But it would
be still more terrible to have a voice and not
want to shout.”

April Calendar
April 2
April 3
April 7

Church
Announcements
1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is
April 21. Neighbor s needs ar e shampoo,
ketchup, mustard and mayonnaise.
2. The deadline for the May newsletter is
April 22.
3. Offering schedule for April:
April 7: Chur ch Budget
April 14: Wester n Distr ict Confer ence
April 21: Har vey County Health Min.
April 28: MC USA

Treasurer’s Report
Budget balance @ 01/01/19 12,413.10
January receipts
7,966.70
January expenses
(10,386.01)
Budget balance @ 01/31/19
9,993.79
February receipts
10,102.67
February expenses
(10,277.15)
Budget balance @ 02/28/19
9,819.31

Dutch Blitz and Snacks!
Your next opportunity for Giant
Dutch Blitz (and dominoes, or other games)
is April 27! Please bring snacks to share and
come for an evening of fun! Starts at 5:30.
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April 8
April 10

7:45 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
3:30 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am

April 11
April 12-13
April 14
12:00 pm
3:30 pm
7:00 pm
April 16
April 17
April 19
April 21

7:45 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
6:30 am
9:00 am

April 25
April 27
April 28

10:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
5:30 pm
5:30 pm

Aril 30

7:45 am

April 22
April 24

Early Birds Breakfast
Prayer Meeting
Bell Choir
Praise Team
KMMC Rehearsal
KMMC Concert at
Tabor College
WMS
Prayer Meeting
Bell Choir
Choir
Mom’s Group
MCC Relief Sale
Carry-in and
Ministry Showcase
KMMC Rehearsal
KMMC Concert at
Bethel College
Early Birds Breakfast
Prayer Meeting
Choir
Good Friday Service
Sunrise Service at
Nightingale Pond
Carry-in Breakfast at
the church
Easter Worship
Nurture & Mission
Church council
Prayer Meeting
Choir
Praise Team
Mom’s Group
Dutch Blitz & Snacks
Heart & Hope of Foster
Care at Hesston Menno.
Early Birds Breakfast
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What’s up at First Mennonite!
Ministry Showcase

Interfaith Backpack Project

Are you curious about the different
ministries at First Mennonite? Have you ever
wondered exactly what each of the ministries
involves? We are looking forward to having a
Ministry Showcase to highlight all the wonderful things that happen at First Mennonite.
The Ministry Showcase will follow a
carry-in lunch after worship on Sunday, April
14. Please bring a dish or two to share. Dessert will be provided during the ministry
showcase so no dessert dishes are needed!
Be praying about how you might become involved in our church with something new!

The Halstead Interfaith Council will
again donate funds to the Halstead Bentley
School District for school supplies for low
income families. This community project is
very much appreciated by many: the school
district, teachers, families. In our schools,
42% of students qualify for free and reduced
lunches, with a slightly higher percent at the
Bentley Primary location. The district office
offers these supplies to families who qualify
by income level, and they can then pick them
up at the district office.
We may contribute to this project starting now, until the end of April. Interfaith Council will forward the funds by the
first part of May, since that is when
the school district begins ordering for the
2019-2020 school year. If you wish to contribute, please write your check to First Mennonite Church and indicate in the memo line,
Interfaith School Supplies. Thank you for
your support of students and families!

Ministry Showcase & Carry-In-Lunch
Sunday, April 14th
Showcase will remain available
for a few weeks

The VBS team would love to have you join us on Safari during our
Roar VBS the week of May 28-31, from 9-11:30 am! We are looking for Crew Leaders and Junior Crew Leaders (enter ing 6th &
7th). These roles allow you to interact with a small group of kids and
join in all the fun of VBS. Registration is open and can be found at
www.firstmennonitehalstead/vbs, along with Volunteer Registration.
Prayer Calendars will be available at the end of April and sign up
sheets for donations will be available at the beginning of May. We
look forward to filing the church with energetic kids and volunteers!
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WDC Support
Western District Conference encourages your regular financial support for your
congregation and for WDC as we share together in God's work in 2019.
In his book, A spirituality of fundraising, Henri Nouwen writes "Fundraising
is a very concrete way to help the kingdom
of God come about...The kingdom is where
God provides for all that we need. It is the
realm of sufficiency where we are no longer
pulled here and there by anxiety about having enough... Even a seemingly small act of
generosity can grow into something far beyond what we could ever ask or imagine."
Contributions to WDC may be made
online at http://mennowdc.org or sent to PO
Box 306, North Newton, KS 67117. Thank
you for your generosity!

Everence Workshops
Everence will hold informative Medicare workshops at its offices in North Newton and Hutchinson. Attendees will learn
about the various Medicare plans and what
they cover; plans that supplement Medicare;
and enrollment details and deadlines. The
North Newton presentation will be held
at 3179 N. Main St. on Tuesday, April 2
(6:30 pm). The Hutchinson presentation will
be held at 524 E. 30th Ave. on Thursday,
April 11 (6:30 pm) Space is limited. Reserve
your spot soon by contacting Michelle
Ramer at (316) 283-3800; (877) 467-7294 or
michelle.ramer@everence.com.

Kansas Mennonite
Relief Sale

Plans are underway for the annual
Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale, April 12 &
13, at the Fair Grounds, 2000 N. Poplar
Street, Hutchinson KS. The sale will be
open from 4-8:30 pm on Friday and 7 am
until mid-afternoon on Saturday.
Donations of items for the auctions
(general, children’s, quilt, silent) quilter’s
corner, craft and art items are all being accepted at this time.
A MCC table and bulletin board is
located in the church hallway with sign-up
sheets, pie pans and bread bags for your donations. Please sign-up soon!
The change collection is happening
each Sunday. Watch for the children passing
the coin cans each week during the offering
and bring your change (or bills!) for this program. All donations will be used for water
projects around the world.
For
more
information
visit
mccsale.org or find them on Facebook.
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Prayer & Praises










Continue praying for Allen & Karolyn
Unruh as they adjust to Karolyn’s declining health due to cancer. Pray that
God will be near them giving peace and
strength and that they will be surrounded by those who love and care for them.
Continue praying for a successful recovery from surgery and other health issues
for Jeff Ewert.
Praise God for the successful completion of Kids Club and for the leaders
and children who participated!
Pray for those who have needs but they
remain unspoken.
Pray for the MCC Relief Sale that will
happen April 12-13. Pray for adequate
volunteers, blessings for those who attend and good use of the funds donated.

Church Sound System
At the annual
meeting in January, our church
approved a $9,000
improvement to
the sound system in the sanctuary. Currently $7,610 has been raised towards this goal.
Please consider how you can participate in
this project and place your contributions in
the offering plate each Sunday, designated
for Sound System. Donations may also be
mailed to the church. Thank you!
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Holy Week Services

Church Council

The Worship Ministry has planned
several services to enhance your celebration
of Holy week and Easter. Please plan to attend and bring a friend.

Minutes from March 25, 2019 meeting:

April 19—8:00 pm
April 21—6:30 pm
April 21– 9:00 am
April 21– 10:00 am

Good Friday Service
at the church
Sunrise Service at
Nightingale Pond
Carry-in Breakfast
at the church
Easter Worship

The Nightingale Pond is located at
2819 N. Spring Lake Road, Burrton. All are
welcome to attend any or all of these special
events. Praise the Lord; He is risen!













The Discernment Team (David Mueller)
shared that Sara Smoker will be the new
Pine Village representative.
The Vision Team (Pastor Steve) shared
that discussion was held regarding the
ministry showcase. The Vision Team
will be operating without a formal chairperson, rather the duties will be shared
by the team members. Conversation
was held regarding the covenant membership idea discussed at the council retreat in February.
Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) reported that
communion will be held Palm Sunday.
Lauren Mueller has requested membership and met with the Care Team. A
date will be set soon for her transfer.
They had discussion regarding many
care needs within the church.
Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ortman)
discussed the ministry showcase. The
Foster Dinner will happen on March 31.
The Social committee will host the carry
-in meal on April 14. A Dutch Blitz
night is planned for April 27.
The Mission Ministry (Dwight Mueller)
shared that they reviewed the policy and
procedures. Several camp scholarships
have been requested this year. Our ministry partners, the Machados will be returning to the US after this year due to
health issues. Our support will continue
for them through the end of the year.
The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightingale) is planning for the adult summer
Sunday school which will include a vid-









eo study and several speakers from organizations our church sponsors. VBS
is in the planning stages. The Nurture
policy has been finalized. Circles of
Grace will be held for the children on
April 28.
The Stewardship Ministry (James Nightingale) shared the amount raised for the
sound system so far is $7,610. The
breakers in the electrical panel have
been replaced along with several light
fixtures. A church cleaning day will be
held March 31.
The Worship Ministry (Gregg Dick) has
been discussing the responsibilities of
each Worship Team member. Holy
week services are being planned.
Pastor Steve reported about the faith formation questionnaire and the excitement
he feels for this project.
In New Business: The PEO Bunny
Brunch will be April 20 in our church.
Sara Dick asked permission for their
grandson’s heart doctor to do a fundraiser and utilize the church facility. Gregg
presented information about the upcoming church retreat at Camp Mennoscah.
Next Church Council meeting is
Monday, April 22 at 7 pm.
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April
Celebrations
1
3
3
4
5
6
7
7
10 (A)
11
13
14
14 (A)
16
16
18
18
19
19 (A)
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22 (A)
22
23
23
23
24 (A)
24
24
24
25 (A)
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Morgan Haury
Lu Siemens
Laryssa Stahl
Marilyn Mueller
Kristy Mueller
Marylin Balzer
Jim Sutcliffe
Cathleen Frost
Kevin & Heather Finley
Sage Rose
Raquel Wilcox
Tom Koehn
Jim & Joyce Koehn (62 years)
Harley Mohler
Melissa Vogt
Eli Wilcox
David Friesen
Pauline Regier
Richard & Robyn Schmidling
Alan Mueller
Joyce Rodenberg
Pamela Keller
Boyd Koehn
Amanda Keiser
Maeanna Regier
Matthew Regier
Kenneth & Audra Black
Marvin Howard
Robert Yutzy
Jim Koehn
Dee Ann Lintz
Steve & Raquel Wilcox
Elizabeth Navarro
Hannah Finley
Arnita Haury
Bill & Betty Schowalter

25 (A)
26
27 (A)
28
28
28
30 (A)

Dan & Wilma Mueller
Leon Schmidt
Elvin & Sue Conard
Mark Rodenberg
Robyn Schmidling
Katie Penner
Bruce & Larisa Nightingale

Camp Scholarships for Camp Mennoscah and Rocky Mountain Mennonite
Camp are available for children in our congregation and a friend. Mission Ministry
will reimburse ½ of the registration. Turn in
receipts to treasurer Larry Regier and he will
reimburse ½ of the amount. For more information
on
the
camps,
go
to
www.campmennoscah.org
and
https://
rmmc.org/

Please join in the fun, fellowship, and
worship as our church joins with the Bethel
College Mennonite Church on May 4th and
5th at Camp Mennoscah for a retreat weekend. Arrive any time after 1:00pm on Saturday and enjoy canoeing, fishing, disc golf,
etc. during the afternoon. Saturday evening
includes supper, hayrack ride, snacks and a
campfire service. Enjoy breakfast on Sunday
morning followed by a hymn sing, worship
service, and lunch.
Information, including the more detailed schedule is on the bulletin board in the
hallway and registration forms are located on
the table in the foyer. Please talk with Gregg
Dick if you have further questions.

Blood Drive
The Halstead Community Blood
Drive will be held on Monday, April 8 at the
Catholic Parish Hall, 414 Locust. Donations
will be accepted from 12:30 to 6:30 pm. To
schedule an appointment please call 1-800RED-CROSS (733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code:
Halstead

Women’s Mission Society
“God loves each of us as if
there were only one of us.”
—St. Augustine

Care Portal Update

Camp Mennoscah Weekend

WMS will meet on Monday, April 8
at 9:30 am at the MCC Center in North Newton. Lunch will follow at the home of Joyce
Franz. All women are invited to attend!

In the last couple of
months, we have been able to
utilize our Care Closet and
Foster Care Fund to help several families in the surrounding
area. Our Care Closet is well
stocked and it was nice to be
able to see some of the clothing
find a new home! These requests were met recently by
our church:
Gift card for bunk beds and mattresses
Convertible car seat for a boy in our community
 Size 4T girl and 6-7 boy clothing, toys,
diapers and wipes, potty chair,
 12-18 month clothes and shoes



On top of these requests, a few from
the church wrote notes of thanks and encouragement for social workers in Newton. We
will also be hosting a Foster Family Night on
March 31, where foster families can come, eat,
and fellowship with each other. Activities for
the kids will be provided after supper.
On April 28th, we will be helping with
a Harvey County event, "The Heart and Hope
of Foster Care," where a panel of speakers
(possibly including a couple from First Mennonite) will share about their experiences with
foster care. The event is open to everyone. Be
watching the bulletin and Facebook for more
information, or talk with Kaitlen if you want to
know more.

7

