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Sunday School—9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service—10:45 a.m. 

“We are a community of 
believers who follow Jesus 
Christ as we receive and 

share God’s love.” 
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We, of First Mennonite Church, 

  Valuing the convictions  
          of our faith, 

  Endeavor to: 
    Engage our members in ministry, 

    Expand community outreach, 

    Embrace new people, 
             In the love of Christ. 

Change Agents 

 A cartoon depicts a man at a podi-

um firing up a crowd. “Who wants 

change?” he shouts. You can almost hear 

the excitement and urgency. “We do!” the 

listeners cry, all raising their hands. 

  But the next frame features a fol-

low-up question: “Who wants to change?” 

The audience is silent and somber, with 

their hands down. 

  The gospel Jesus announced and 

lived out promises monumental change: 

life instead of death, healing from sick-

ness, hope to replace despair, peace and 

justice instead of war and oppression. Alt-

hough God could wave his hand and make 

the world perfect, he chooses to work 

through humans. That means we must be 

willing to change too. 

  Change can be scary, but God’s 

newness will so transform the world — 

and us — that we’ll never miss our old, 

broken reality. 

  

—Heidi Mann 

 If Easter means anything to modern 

man, it means that eternal truth is eternal. 

You may nail it to the tree, wrap it up in 

grave clothes and seal it in a tomb. But 

truth crushed to earth shall rise again.  

 Truth does not perish. It cannot be 

destroyed. It may be distorted. It has been 

silenced temporarily. It has been compelled 

to carry its cross to Calvary’s brow … but 

with an inevitable certainty, after every 

Black Friday dawns truth’s Easter morn.  

 

—Donald H. Tippet 
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Camp Mennoscah 

 Refresh and Renew! Camp Men-

noscah's Retirees Retreat invites retirees 

and interested persons of all ages to join 

us April 23-25 for several days of re-

newal. Speakers will share about Vi-

etnam, teen prison ministry, storm chas-

ing and so much more! Coffee breaks 

will give you a chance to discuss further 

and enjoy a good chat.  

 You are more than just a carrot cutter 

and cookie maker! Camp Mennoscah is 

looking for those amazing people who 

can peel potatoes without losing a fin-

ger and who love being around youth 

and other fun people for our summer 

youth camps. No culinary certificate 

needed, just the ability to follow direc-

tions, a smile, and mental flexibility. 

Kitchen helpers can receive a camper 

discount up to full camp fees.  

 Bring a Friend!  All you long-time sum-

mer youth campers, grab a friend who 

hasn't been to camp and that needs to 

love camp like you do--or even some-

one who just needs camp. We love hav-

ing new folks at Camp Mennoscah and 

sharing all the fun we have. BAFs get a 

free camp tee shirt!   
 

 

Contact us at: 

www.campmennoscah.org 

or 620-297-3014 

 

Pastor’s Note 
 

New Growth or Old Growth  
 

 Warmer weather, rain, new 

growth, these are the things that inevita-

bly come to mind for me in the spring 

each year. Out of the brown, dark, and 

barren landscape new life begins to 

emerge bringing much needed color and 

vibrancy into view. Each year at this 

time the talk often surrounds the opera-

tive word of “new”. We spend time 

looking at all the beautiful “new” things 

around us, and perhaps within us. It is 

also a time where we focus on what God 

did through Christ in establishing a 

“new” covenant which offers us “new” 

life.   

 With all that is new, there is also 

change. The landscape goes from brown 

to green, a new life in Christ goes from 

dead to alive! New things and change 

can be among the most wonderful things 

in this world, however, they can also be 

moments of fear, unsettledness, confu-

sion, and struggle. The tiny plant strug-

gles through the winter trying to survive 

freezing temperatures and little water to 

finally emerge as a beautiful green 

shoot. So depending on where you are, 

contemplating something new may not 

be a comforting task.  

 I find myself this year contem-

plating what is old and unchanging in-

stead of new and changing. There is a 

comfort in the consistency of old things. 

Sure it's fun to contemplate what new 

things each day may hold, however, it’s 

so comforting just to know a new day will 

be there. This year I find peace in the resili-

ency of springtime, it will arrive just as it 

has for 1000’s of years. And if it does not 

then I rest in the consistency of our God; 

who of old laid the foundation of the earth, 

and the heavens that are the work of His 

hands. They will perish, but God will re-

main; they will all wear out like garments. 

God will change them like a robe, and they 

will pass away, but God is the same, and 

His years have no end (Psalm 102:25-27). 

There is such a deep foundational con-

sistency with our God, that Jesus Christ is 

the same yesterday, today, and forever 

(Hebrews 13:8). Or that the word of our 

God will stand forever unlike the withering 

grass and fading flower (Isaiah 40:8).  

 So this year, whether you are con-

templating how to walk in the newness of 

life as one who has been buried and raised 

with Christ through baptism (Romans 6:4), 

or finding comfort in God who is the Alpha 

and Omega, the first and the last, the begin-

ning and the end (Revelation 22:13), may 

you find that peace of God which surpasses 

all understanding (Philippians 4:7) during 

this season! God bless! 

             -Pastor Steve  

Following God’s Lead 
 

 Jazz musician Thomas Dorsey 

traveled an unlikely road to become the 

“father of black gospel music.” At age 11, 

he dropped out of school to be a vaude-

ville performer and blues pianist. While 

Dorsey recovered from a nervous break-

down at age 21, his mother urged him to 

serve the Lord with his talents. It took sev-

eral years, but the musician committed to 

composing spiritual songs — rejected by 

many mainstream churches as “the devil’s 

music.”  

 In 1932, after Dorsey’s wife and 

infant son died during childbirth, he chan-

neled his grief into the piano, writing 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand.” Known 

to be a favorite song of Martin Luther 

King Jr., it ends with these lyrics: 

“Through the storm, through the night, 

lead me on to the light. Take my hand, 

precious Lord, lead me home.”  

http://www.campmennoscah.org/
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Treasurer’s Report 

Budget balance @ 01/01/18 10,929.63 

January receipts 8,381.35 

January expenses (9,209.16) 

Budget balance @ 01/31/18 10,101.82 

February receipts 8,358.01 

February expenses (8,933.20 

Budget balance @ 02/28/18 9,526.63 

Church  

Announcements 

1. The monthly collection for Neighbors is 

April 15.  Neighbors needs are cereal 

and a variety of crackers.   

2. The deadline for the May newsletter is 

April 23.  
3. Offering schedule for April: 

      April 1:   MC USA 

      April 8:   Church Budget 

      April 15: Western Distr ict Conference  

      April 22:  Harvey Co. Health Min.  

      April 29:  MC USA 

April Calendar 
  

April 1 6:45 am Sunrise Service 

 8:30 am Easter Breakfast 

 10:00 am Easter Worship 

April 3 7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

 9:30 am Ladies Bible Study 

April 4 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

 7:00 pm Bell Choir  

 8:00 pm Praise Team 

April 5 6:30 pm VBS Meeting 

April 6 6:30 pm Fellowship - Musical 

   Upside Down King  

April 8 3:30 pm KMMC practice 

 7:00 pm KMMC Concert at  

   Central Community  

April 9 9:30 am WMS 

 12:30 pm Blood Drive at  

   Catholic Parish Hall 

 7:00 pm Hospitality Meeting 

April 11 6:30 pm Prayer meeting 

 7:00 pm Bell Choir 

 8:00 pm Praise Team 

April 12 9:30 am Mom’s Group 

April 13-14  MCC Relief Sale  

April 15 3:30 pm KMMC Practice 

 7:00 pm KMMC Concert at 

   Bethel College 

April 17 7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast 

April 18 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

 7:00 pm Choir 

April 25 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 

 7:00 pm Choir 

April 26 9:30 am Mom’s Group  

April 30 6:00 pm Mission & Nurture  

 7:00 pm Church Council 

 

Save-the-dates: 

May 29-June 1  VBS from 9:30-11:30  

July 27-28       WDC Annual Assembly 

 Pine Village will host its 14th Annual 

Anchors Banquet on Saturday, April 7th at 6 

p.m. in the Wellness Center. All proceeds go 

toward growing the Memorial Home En-

dowment Foundation and the Anchors Ban-

quet is the only fundraising event for the 

Foundation. Featured entertainment is the 

Bethel College’s Open Road Men’s Choir 

and dinner will be a plated meal catered by 

Hog Wild BBQ. Tickets for the banquet are 

$100 per person and can be purchased 

through Pine Village by calling 

620.345.2901 or stopping by Pine Village at 

86 22nd Ave., Moundridge.  

 Reservations are required and tickets 

can be purchased by contacting Pine Village 

at 620.345.2901 or dropping by the front 

office at 86 22nd Avenue.   

 

Lunch and Learn 
 

 Join us on Thursday, April 5 from 

noon to 1 pm at MCC in North Newton, 

Kansas to hear Joanna Shenk share about her 

new book, “The Movement Makes Us Hu-

man an Interview with Dr. Vincent Harding 

on Mennonites, Vietnam and MLK.” Lunch 

will be provided by Mojo’s Coffee Bar. 

Please RSVP for lunch by April 3. For the 

first time, we’re offering an opportunity for 

you to join this event virtually, on any com-

puter or device. Visit mcc.org/lunch-learn 

for information about Joanna, the book and 

about how to join the event from your home 

or office! Questions or to RSVP: 

316.283.2720 or patsydirksen@mcc.org. 

Pine Village Et Cetera Shop Grants 
 

 Newton Et Cetera Shop invites 

organizations to apply for their annual 

Local Giving grants. Local Giving grants 

are made available each spring by the 

Newton Et Cetera Shop board of direc-

tors. Application forms may be download-

ed at newtonetceterashop.com and must 

be submitted by e-mail to localgiv-

ing@newtonetceterashop.com by April 

13, 2018. Multiple grants will be awarded 

to selected groups by June 2018, in 

amounts up to $5,000.  

 Applicants for the Local Giving 

grants must hold legal nonprofit status 

and operate out of and serve Newton, 

North Newton, Hesston, Goessel, 

Moundridge, Whitewater, Elbing, 

Halstead or Walton. Applicants do not 

need to have a religious affiliation or mis-

sion, but they must function in a manner 

consistent with Mennonite Central Com-

mittee (MCC) and be guided by purposes 

consistent with MCC’s.   

mailto:patsydirksen@mcc.org
http://newtonetceterashop.com/
mailto:localgiving@newtonetceterashop.com
mailto:localgiving@newtonetceterashop.com
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What’s up at First Mennonite?    

Women’s Mission Society 
 

 The Women’s Mission Society will 

meet Monday, April 9 beginning at 9:30 am 

to work at the MCC Center.  Lunch will be 

shared at Joyce Franz’ home afterwards.  All 

ladies of the church and their friends are wel-

come!   

 

The Armor of God 
 

 Our 8th installment of our Armor Of 

God journey will be April 8.  We will look at 

the Sword of the Spirit.  You are encouraged 

to continue memorizing Ephesians 6:10-20.  

Pick up devotion cards on the table next to 

Sir MennoKnight and challenge yourself to 

learn more about suiting up in the armor.  

You don’t want to go around in this world 

naked.  Suit up!   

 

Supper Clubs 
 

 A sign-up sheet is posted on the bul-

letin board for Supper Clubs.  If you are in-

terested in participating or hosting, please 

sign up before April 1.  Once groups are as-

signed, the hosts will communicate with their 

groups and set up a date and time for their 

group to get together.  Participants are en-

couraged to help with side and desserts for 

the meal.    

 

 

Easter Services 
 

 Praise God!  He is Risen!  He is risen 

indeed!  We will meet to start our Easter cel-

ebration at 6:45 on April 1 at the Nightin-

gale’s pond, 2819 N. Spring Lake Road. 

Please bring a lawn chair.   The carry-in 

Easter breakfast begins at 8:30 am at the 

church.  Easter worship begins at 10:00 am 

(note earlier start time).  There will be no 

Sunday school on Easter.    

 

Fellowship Night 
 

 Everyone is invited to a Fellowship 

Movie Night on Friday, April 6, beginning at 

6:30 pm.  Bring a snack to share and your 

lawn chairs and we will turn Stauffer Hall 

into a drive-in movie!  The musical, “The 

Upside Down King” will be shown to the 

adults and the children will watch the movie, 

“Fievel Goes West”.  All are welcome to at-

tend!   

 

Blood Drive 
 

 The Halstead Community Blood 

Drive will be held on Monday, April 9 at the 

Catholic Parish Hall.  Donations will be ac-

cepted from 12:30 to 6:30 pm.  To schedule 

an appointment please call 1-800-RED-

CROSS (733-2767) or visit red-

crossblood.org and enter sponsor code: 

Halstead  

 1 Morgan Haury 

 3 Lu Siemens 

 3 Laryssa Stahl 

 4 Marilyn Mueller 

 5 Kristy Mueller 

 6 Marylin Balzer 

 7 Jim Sutcliffe 

 7 Cathleen Frost 

10 (A) Kevin & Heather Finley 

11  Sage Rose 

13 Raquel Wilcox  

14  Tom Koehn 

14 (A) Jim & Joyce Koehn (61 years) 

16 Harley Mohler 

16  Melissa Vogt 

18 Eli Wilcox  

18 David Friesen 

19  Pauline Regier 

19 (A) Richard & Robyn Schmidling 

20  Alan Mueller 

20 Joyce Rodenberg 

21 Pamela Keller 

21 Boyd Koehn 

21 Amanda Keiser 

21 Maeanna Regier 

22  Matthew Regier 

22 (A) Kenneth & Audra Black 

22  Marvin Howard 

23 Robert Yutzy 

23  Jim Koehn  

23  Dee Ann Lintz 

24 (A) Steve & Raquel Wilcox  

24  Elizabeth Navarro 

24 Hannah Finley 

24  Arnita Haury 

April 

Celebrations  

25 (A) Bill & Betty Schowalter 

25 (A) Dan & Wilma Mueller 

26  Leon Schmidt 

27 (A) Elvin & Sue Conard 

28  Mark Rodenberg 

28 Robyn Schmidling 

28  Katie Penner 

30 (A) Bruce & Larisa Nightingale 
 

 

  Prayer & Praises 
Prayer needs during March:  

 

 Be in prayer about how you might help 

with VBS (May 29-June 1) this year. 

 Pray for Duane & Mary Cummings and 

Dan & Lynda Schroeder and their fami-

lies in the death of Duane’s mother and 

Dan’s grandmother last month. 

 Pray for Phil & Linda Aylward in the 

death of Phil’s father last month. 

 Please be in prayer for Sue Brock who 

is spending some time in the Kansas 

Christian Home as she regains her 

health.   

 Be in prayer for the upcoming MCC 

Relief Sale. 
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 The Stewardship Ministry (Dale Ortman) 

shared that the budget balance is about 

$9,500.  Said there is memorial money 

for new chairs for Stauffer Hall.  It will 

need to be voted on since it will be over 

$2,000.  All bulbs in the sanctuary were 

replaced with LED bulbs.    

 In new business, Jason shared that the IT 

committee is going to get a TV screen 

mounted on the balcony for those leading 

worship up front.  Debbie brought up the 

high school’s request to do a service pro-

ject for us.  Pastor Steve will follow up 

with them with ideas.  A motion was 

made to add a $1,200 line item to the 

budget for the Care Portal.  Motion 

passed.    

 

The next council meeting will be held  

April 30 at 7:00 pm  

Church Council Notes 

Minutes from March 26, 2018 meeting: 
 

 The Discernment Team (David Mueller) 

reported that Sara Smoker has agreed to 

join this team. 

 The Vision Team (Jason Smoker) report-

ed that the Care Portal and the Year of 

Evangelism are high on their priority list.  

The church has been enrolled in the Care 

Portal and Pastor Steve is the contact.   

 The Care Ministry (Lois Loflin) asked 

Sharing & Caring committee to serve the 

Maundy Thursday meal and the Care 

team will serve communion.   

 The Hospitality Ministry (Kaitlen Ort-

man) is organizing supper clubs for 

April.  They are also working with the 

Care Portal and would like to organize 

events for foster families.  Movie night is 

April 6.   

 The Mission Ministry (Sandy Allen) is 

working on endowment applications and 

will get out information about camp 

scholarships. 

 The Nurture Ministry (Debbie Nightin-

gale) will teach Circles of Grace during 

April for the school age children.  The 

next Armor of God will be April 8. The 

Nurture team continues to evaluate chil-

dren’s curriculum.  Working with Dis-

cernment Team to coordinate a gifts dis-

cernment study this summer.  VBS plan-

ning continues.  A few more new chairs 

will be purchased.   

 The Worship Ministry (Denice Klassen) 

continues to plan for Holy week services. 

Some discussion on purchasing some 

new sound equipment.     

  The annual Relief Sale is April 13 

and 14 at the Hutchinson Fairgounds.  

There are sign-up sheets posted for dona-

tions of food and for workers for various 

events.   

 Friday evening schedule includes 

Feeding of the Multitude and other food 

sales, children’s activities, viewing of auc-

tion items and sale of priced items.  The 

general auction takes place at 6 pm.  The 

musical program features “Book of JEBB.” 

 On Saturday you can have breakfast, 

purchase priced items, run for relief and 

participate in the silent auction.  The quilt 

auction, general and kids auctions take 

place.  You can also eat again at the Feed-

ing of the Multitude or at other vendor loca-

tions.   

 We will continue collecting coins 

for “My Coins Count” until April 8.  Go on 

a coin hunt in your house and cars and bring 

your coins to church or the sale!     

 Put the dates on your calendar for 

another fun weekend of sharing your bless-

ings with others at the Relief Sale.   

 For more information and times of 

events, see the Facebook page or the 

MCC.org website.   

MCC Relief Sale Hope and Mission  

in God’s Country   
 

 Buhler Mennonite Church will host 

a series:  "Hope and Mission in God's 

Country".  For many people, “rural” con-

jures visions of amber waves of grain and 

picturesque back roads where everybody 

waves from their pickup truck.  Or maybe 

“rural” refers to places on the decline, de-

caying communities where trees punch 

through the roof of the abandoned school. 

But rural reality is much more complex.   

 Join pastor and author Brad Roth as 

we explore how the rural church can under-

stand its context and live God’s kingdom 

mission with hope and vibrancy.  Wednes-

day nights in April (6:45-7:45 PM), Roth 

will lead us in a series of interactive discus-

sion around the themes of Seeing, Befriend-

ing, Evangelizing, and Kneeling.  April 4 - 

Seeing: Understanding Rural and Why It 

Matters; April 11 - Befriending: Caring for 

People and Community; April 18 - Evange-

lizing: Sharing our Hope in Jesus; April 25 

- Kneeling: Praying Our Lives up to God. 

 Contact Buhler Mennonite Church 

for more information or talk with Pastor 

Steve.   

H a p p y   E a s t e r !  
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Camp Mennoscah  

Weekend  
 

An invitation was extended to our 

church from the Bethel College Mennonite 

Church in North Newton, to join them at 

their weekend at Camp Mennoscah, May 

5th and 6th.  The church council has dis-

cussed this and agreed to join them.  There-

fore, please plan for our morning worship 

service to be at Camp Mennoscah on Sun-

day, May 6th.  There will not be a service 

at our church.   

This is bringing back a tradition we 

had many years ago where we would have 

one Sunday during the summer in which 

our morning service would be out at camp 

as part of a weekend church camp out-

ing.  This is exciting as we give our young 

families and children an opportunity to ex-

perience Camp Mennoscah in a weekend 

setting with all of our congregation.  It is 

also a great opportunity to get to know peo-

ple from another congregation as we plan, 

play, and worship together during the 

weekend.  For those who don't want to 

come out on Saturday, everyone is wel-

come to only come out on Sunday for the 

morning service and lunch as well. 

More details will be shared as the 

weekend approaches, but for now, put it on 

your calendars!  Please talk with Gregg 

Dick if you have questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Halstead Interfaith Council will 

again donate funds to the Halstead Bentley 

School District for school supplies.  This is 

a community project that is very much ap-

preciated by the school district, the teach-

ers, and the families who can receive the 

supplies.  The school district notifies fami-

lies who qualify by income guidelines that 

the supplies are available.  The students can 

then pick up a backpack and supplies at the 

district office.  We can donate to this pro-

ject through the month of April.  Interfaith 

council will forward all donations to the 

school district early in May when they order 

supplies for the 2018 - 2019 school 

year.  Please write your check to First Men-

nonite Church and designate it for Interfaith 

School Supplies.  And thank you all so 

much for helping low income families in 

our community. 
 

Interfaith School Supplies 

Vacation Bible School is just two 

months away and we would love for you to 

be a part of this exciting week! During this 

year's VBS, kids will learn that Jesus rescues 

when life gets stormy. We're praying BIG 

this year and hoping to reach at least 100 

kids, which means we need lots of volun-

teers! We ask you to prayerfully consider 

how you might be involved in the week.   

Some of the positions available in-

clude Elementary and Preschool Crew Lead-

ers, Junior Crew Helpers (entering 6th or 7th 

grade), Nursery Helpers, Games Assistant, 

Snack Helpers and Registration. To learn 

more about these positions, see the handout 

in upcoming bulletins or go to: https://

vbspro.events/p/events/

halsteadshipwrecked.  

Registration for participants (ages 3 

years to entering 5th grade) is also available 

at the above website.  

Upcoming Dates: 
 

 April 5 @ 6:30 pm-  

      VBS Planning Meeting 
 

 April 21 @ 9 am-  

      VBS Decorating Prep Day 
 

 May 24 @ 6 pm-VBS Training  

      (Supper @ 6, Meeting @ 6:30) 
 

 May 29-June 1- VBS Week 

 

Other ways to help with VBS: 
 

PRAY for those planning, for the 

hearts of volunteers, and for kids who will 

soon hear about this year's VBS. 
 

LOAN or DONATE items that have 

an island, ocean, or nautical theme. 
 

For more information talk with 

Kaitlen Ortman or Melanie Haspels.   

 

 

What I Learned at VBS  
(Adult version) by Julie Sunne 

 

 I learned that bringing smiles to chil-

dren’s faces is worth a little angst. 

 I learned that I won’t grow if I don’t 

challenge myself at least a little. 

 I learned about Jesus’ love for me 

through the eyes of “babes.” 

 I learned how exciting it is to get to know 

the Lord. 

 I learned how to transform a church into 

a jungle, a western town or a zoo. 

 I learned how to bring biblical men and 

women to life through story. 

 I learned that I don’t have to wait until I 

know “enough” about the Bible to teach 

biblical principles. 

 I learned that sharing about Jesus is never 

about comfort but always about love—

His for us, ours for Him and for others. 

 I learned how hungry children are for 

adult love and attention and the love and 

truth of the Lord, even children in a small 

Midwest town. 

 I learned that offering the little we have 

is more than enough for our Father.  

“The resurrection … was only the beginning 

of a great, grand and vast outreach that has 

never ended and will not end until our Lord 

Jesus Christ comes back again.”  

—A.W. Tozer 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/halsteadshipwrecked
https://vbspro.events/p/events/halsteadshipwrecked
https://vbspro.events/p/events/halsteadshipwrecked

