
    

    FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH 
Halstead, Kansas 
December 24, 2017 

 

Advent Focus Statement  
Infused with God’s vision, we proclaim with confidence,  

“Let it be with us according to your word!” 
 

 
Gathering Music Kent Dick 
 Sounds of Christmas 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Brocia Mueller 
 

Call to Worship  Wisdom and Wonder Drama 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  
 

Kids Program   Bulletin Insert 
 

Praise Music 
 *Hark! The Herald Angels Sing – HWB #201 
   The First Noel – HWB #199 
   Welcome to our World - Projected 
 

Children’s Story                  The Woodworker Debbie Nightingale 
 

Offering and Offertory  Mutual Aid Fund 
 O Little Town of Bethlehem - Price 
 

Prayer of Praise and Concern Pastor Steve 

 

Scripture Reading    
 Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:8-15 (pg. 1497, 1587) 
 

Message Pastor Steve 
 “Let it Be Now” God’s Revelation  
 

*Response Song 
 Joy to the World – HWB #318         
 

*Benediction 
 

 
 

*Postlude  Kent Dick 
 Joy to the World - Caudill 
  

 
*Asterisk indicates to stand as you are able. 

Visitors, please complete a Visitor Information Card 
from the pew pocket and place in the offering plate. 

 
CALENDAR 
 

Dec. 24 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Cantata 
Dec. 26 7:45 am Early Birds Breakfast  
Dec. 27 6:00 pm Zumba 
 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting 
Dec. 31 7:00 pm New Year’s Eve Party 
  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Old pew cushions: If you are interested in having any of the old pew 
cushions, or know of any others who could use them, they are yours 
for the taking at no cost. They are stacked in the hallway to the east 
of the sanctuary stage by the door going out to the courtyard. 
Church Secretary Notes: The deadline for the January newsletter is 
Dec. 26.  Don’t forget to begin working on your annual reports, which 
are due Jan. 11.  The January/February issue of The Upper Room is 
available in the literature rack.   
All are invited to the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve program where the 
choir will be presenting the cantata "God with Us".  It should be a 
great musical experience for all.  We also want to let everyone know 
ahead of time that there will be a time at the beginning of the service 
for anyone to present a volunteer number if they have something 
they have prepared.   
All who would like are invited to Alan & Marilyn's home (507 S. 
Spring Lake Rd) Sunday, Dec. 24, after the evening service and before 
caroling, for snacks and to warm up.  You are welcome to bring a 
snack to share if you would like.  We will meet at the church at 10 pm 
for caroling.  
The New Year’s Eve Party will be held on December 31, beginning at 
7 pm.  Bring snacks to share, games to play and a white elephant gift 
for the exchange.  It’s a great evening to invite your friends!   
 



    
Year of Evangelism Kick Off:  Anabaptist Witness has a host of great 
workshop leaders who will offer practical ideas to take home to your 
church and neighborhood.  Here are just a few:  James Krabill, Joe 
Sawatzky, Brad Roth, Byron Pellecer, Kathy Neufeld Dunn, and 
keynote speakers Heidi Roland Unruh and Marvin Lorenzana.  Learn 
more and register at:  http://mennowdc.org/year-of-evangelism/.The 
church council is encouraging anyone interested to attend.  Please 
talk to Gregg Dick if you plan to attend.  Registration costs will be 
paid for by the church.  
Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus is celebrating its 50th year of 
singing to support development and relief around the world.  Join us 
for the 2018 season!  A poster with registrations is in the hallway.  
For more details, visit with Chuck or Dwight Mueller. 
The WDC office and Resource Library in North Newton, KS will be 
closed December 22 through January 1 for the Christmas holiday. 
 
 
 

PASTOR: Steve Wilcox 
www.firstmennonitehalstead.org       

Office Phone: 316-835-2282 
Cell Phone: 316-322-5651 

Office Hours: Tues. 9-2 & Thurs. 8-11, 12-3   
        

 WELCOMERS TODAY  Phil & Linda Aylward 
 ORGANIST/PIANIST Kent Dick 
 NURSERY TODAY  Sara Smoker & Leah Kawanguzi 
 CHURCH ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 93 
 OFFERING LAST SUNDAY 
  WDC (designated) $919.00 
  Church Budget 2,679.40 
  Mission Fund 769.00 
  Cookie Bake 3.00 
  Neighbors 50.00 
 OFFERING NEXT SUNDAY Church Budget 
 WELCOMERS NEXT SUNDAY  Dale & Janet Ortman 
 NURSERY NEXT SUNDAY   Debbie Nightingale & Lynda Schroeder 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mennowdc.org/year-of-evangelism/


    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Centering Prayer will not meet Dec. 25 or Jan. 1, but resumes Jan. 8.  
Centering Prayer meets most Mondays from noon – 1 pm in Agape 
Center in Richert House on the Bethel College campus. Try it once, 
come occasionally or join us regularly – all are welcome with no 
previous experience with Centering Prayer required.  For more 
information, contact Nathan Koontz, 2nathankoontz@gmail.com or 
Melanie Zuercher, mzuercher@bethelks.edu. 
Kauffman Museum is open regular hours through the holidays: Tue-
Fri. 9:30 am to 4:30 pm, Sat.-Sun., 1:30-4:30 p.m.  Visit “Voices of 
Conscience: Peace Witness in the Great War,” extended through Jan. 
21, 2018, and the newest special exhibit, “Chisholm Trail: Driving the 
American West” (through April 1, 2018).  See 
www.bethelks.edu/kauffman/ or the Kauffman Museum Facebook 
page for more information. 
As Western District Conference concludes its 125th anniversary year, 
we invite members and friends of WDC to send in an extra gift of 
$125 (or more!) to help WDC meet its 2017 budget (fiscal year 
ending Jan 31, 2018). Your contributions allow WDC to equip pastors, 
encourage church planters, resource congregations, energize 
ministries of peace, justice and evangelism, and connect to God's 
work in the wider church and world. Thank you for your generous 
support! 
In February 2018, The Mennonite magazine will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary in its current form as the official publication of 
Mennonite Church USA and we want to hear from you. Send us your 
memories of The Mennonite: reflections on your favorite stories, 
authors that have been important or reasons you’ve relied on this 
publication. You can send your short reflections (200 words or less) 
to Editor@TheMennonite.org. Responses received by Jan. 1 may be 
included in the February 2018 issue of the magazine. 
The Mennonite, Inc. welcomes your original submissions and 
contributions for our March 2018 print magazine issue and 
corresponding online content focusing on Spiritual resilience.  
Submissions are due by January 20 to Editor@TheMennonite.org. 
You can read a full description of the March 2018 theme here: 
https://themennonite.org/march-2018-call-submissions-spiritual-
resilience/ 
 
 

Many merry blessings of Christmas to all!  Camp Mennoscah sends 
hope, joy, and peace to all this Christmas season.  We have been 
thoroughly blessed by your gifts and prayers throughout the year and 
pray you have been blessed by Camp Mennoscah's ministry, too.  
Check out our webpage at campmennoscah.org or our Facebook 
page to see the many things you have made possible.  Thank you for 
sharing generously with the many campers and people who 
experience God's love and creation at Camp Mennoscah!   
Looking for a unique gift idea?  Give a book to the WDC Resource 
Library in honor of your loved one this Christmas!  A book given in 
their name can enrich the faith of individuals all over the conference. 
The library's wishlist can be found at Faith & Life Bookstore in 
Newton or on their website at www.faithandlifebookstore.net (when 
ordering online, make "store pick up" to avoid paying shipping). 
Registration is now open for the academic conference “Mennonites 
and the Holocaust,” to be held on the Bethel College campus March 
16-17, 2018, with speakers and scholars from Canada, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Ukraine and the United States.  See 
mla.bethelks.edu/MennosandHalocaust for more information or to 
register online.   
 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Continue praying for Rachel Lohrenz who is recovering from a fall. 
Pray that God would bring healing and comfort to Rachel and wisdom 
to the doctors who are trying to discern what happened. 

 Prayer has been requested for Cody Dyck. Pray that God would 
draw near to Cody, open his eyes and his heart that he might see God 
more clearly.  Pray for wisdom and discernment in Cody’s decision 
making.   

 Western District Conference: As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let 
us give thanks for the ways Christ’s presence is made visible through 
WDC congregations.  

 Mennonite Mission Network: Mennonite Mission Network 
requests prayer for all those who have left homes and families for the 
sake of the gospel.  May they be embraced by the global family of 
God and be blessed by discovering fresh insights into the meaning of 
Christmas.   

 
 

mailto:2nathankoontz@gmail.com
mailto:mzuercher@bethelks.edu
http://www.bethelks.edu/kauffman/
https://themennonite.org/march-2018-call-submissions-spiritual-resilience/
https://themennonite.org/march-2018-call-submissions-spiritual-resilience/
http://campmennoscah.org/
http://www.faithandlifebookstore.net/

